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^rom the JSatabHehment of the First Triumvirate t% 
theJDeaUi qf Pomftey,, ^ 

AT this period the commoawealth migiit be 
sHid tO'be composed of three d&fierent bo* 
dies, each actuated by separate mteresH^ T|^ 
trkimvimte aimini^ at sovereign aQthoiity, and 
desirous, by depressing the senate and cajoling 
the people, to extend their own inflnence. The 
senate, equeiMy apprehensive of the three great 
men who controttod them, and of the people 
who opposed them, formed a midctie interest 
between both ; and being intent on reestablish- 
ing the aristocracy which had been set up by 
Sylla, their struggles were dignified with X\it 
name of freedom. The people on the other 
hand were anxious for liberty, in the most exten- 
sive sense, and, with a fatal blindness, only ap- 
preliensive of the invasion of it from the side of 
the senate, gave all their influence to the trium- 
virate, whose promises were as magnificent as 
their pretences were specious. 
ROMS. — tx. B 
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JBt ^lPt «ipt>%. being taken into the •" 
^hi^BMkn the consulship. • The , • 
id stfli some small AAuence left; and 
iey^efe«DDjfged to^Jihcur in choosing 
i^yHP g2# W^ ^^^ f^ colleague one of 
lisans •Rrned Bibulus, ^ho they sup- 
posed would be a dieck upon his power : but the 
opposition Was too 8trong,for*even superior abi- 
lities to ifcist it ; so that Bibulus, after a slight 
. ^itempt in favour oflthe senate, remained io- 
j^mve the remainder of the year. Casar, hpw- 
^ever, wa^^^ no means so ; he began his schemes 
for empire, by ingratiating himself with the 
))eopl|^and accordingly he preferred a law for 
dividii^ certain lands in Campania among tho 
pbor cit^ns who had at least three children. 
This proposal was criminal only from the views 
of the proposer. The senate, however, being 
l^olve^lto oppose him in all his schemes, endea- 
voured* to thwart him in this, which only served 
to exasperate the people still more against them. 
The multitude drove them by force from the 
place of assembling : Cato and Bibulus, who 
i^re most active against the law, were compelled 
to retire ; and the rest of the senate took a forced 
oath to confirm the observance of it. During 
^ this struggle, Pompey and Crassus became the 
dupes of their associate, driving the law forward 
with all their activity and interest : the former 
publicly declared, that if any would come^ as 
l)e was informed they would, with swords to 
oppose it, he would be the first to lift up his 
shield in its defence. By this conduct he lost all 
his former influence in the senate, while Ciesar 
alone gained all the populaiity of a law, which 
was of his own proposing. From that time be 
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«dted entifelf without the AaritfaTi^ of his col- 
league, so that in merrtine§% it «ra^p9lled the 
<M>nsul8hip of Julius and Gacsar ; intimating that 
fdl things were done by his sole ag«icf • • 

Having thus ingratiated hip^lf ifith the pe^ 
pie, lus next step was to procure the favour of 
the knights. These had for many years been 
tiie .financiers or £Eirmers of the public revenue'; 
and by those means had acquired mst riches : * 
however, they now began to complain of their 
- inability to pay the stipulated sums into t^e ti^|^. 
sury. Oesar, therefore, procured a^w to aba9' 
a third part of their rents, noCwithmndftig tXllk ' 
opposition of the senate* In this jnanner harmg _ 
advanced his infiuence among the lowifr orders, ^ 
of the state, he determined to attach PotfiUrT 
still more closely to him, by giving him iihi 4 
daughter Julia in marriage ; — a woman endowed 
with every accomplishment that could trnd^to > 
cement their confederacy^ or endear the. con- 
jugal chain* ^ 

Thua strengdiened at home, he next delibe- ' 
rated with his confederates, about dividing Ibe 
£]reign provinces of the empire among them. 
'-^ ^Pompey chose Spain for his part: beioj^ 
: .satiated with military fame, he wished to enj«|r 
his pleasuces at Rome ; and knew that his pro- 
vince could be easily governed by a lieutenant. 
Craasiis chose Syria for his part of the empire; 
which pDDvince, as it had hitherto enriched the 
generals who had subdued it, would, he hoped, ** 
. gratify him in this his &Tourite object, the ac- 
.cumulation of wealth. To Caesar were left the 
provinces of GauU composed of many fierce 
and powerfiil nations, most of them unsubdued, 
.iind the rest only i»x>fessing a nominal subje^ 
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d^ nrst 70)ing: dcjbkinfsi whom be had tsttglht 
the rule8j|f ek)queiice. Those t>owers of oi^cnrf 
which htm been so often suGcessful m defendifig 
the cause of others^, seemed totaHy^ to forssike 
' him in his own : bj the bim^t io^ratkude and 
tergiversation of the people* he was banished 
* feut* hundred miles from luiy; his. houses were 
ordered to be demolished, and his goods>setup 
• to sale. Kone now Remained that could defedd 
.^ ' the part of tl^ senate but Cato ; a«xl he was 
'. Jhoetiy after sent into Cyprus, under pretencie 
' ^ « *^ doihg him an honour ; but in reality, iA order 
. ^40J^9^^ aft open theatre for the triuniyirate tm 
^ ''act in. Cssa^, during these intriguest though 
• •^#ie piincipal actor, pretended to be. an uncon^ 
..« €|^d spectator, and to be wholly €xx^pied in 

• C Mgpartitions for entering ah his province* Ht 
^ ^ - ^^ fact, left nbthing undone, that might advance 
^ • # ^ spieed, or increase the streaigth of this expedi» 
""Vol) \ for wluch purpose, leaving Pompey to guard 
f « ^eir mutoai intet'ests at home, he marched intd 
*%aul lit the head of four legions, which were 
gfiuitiBd Mm by the senate^ and twt» more that 
weiie lent him by his new associate in tbe 
empire* 

It would be impossible, in this place, to eira* 
Iterate all the battles Caesar fought, and tha 
tiates he subdued, in his expecUtaoos into Gkud 
puad Britain, during a period of eight years^ He 
has himself given a detail of them in lus Com<* 
mentairies, a Work which does as much honour 
to his abtHties as a, writer, as hb conduct did to 
his talents as a general* Suffice it to say, ^lat 
the Helvedans were the fir^ who were brouglit. 
into subjection, with the loss of near two hun« 
dred thoui^d men $ while those who.retnainoi 
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^rfter l^ cw a agg y were «eiit, by Cssafv in tafelf 
to their ibrestb, from wheiice they imd issued. 
The Gtermatift, with Arioristus alt their head^ 
were next cut W, to the number of eighty thoi^ 
-tend ; their moi^roh himself nArtY)wly eacaptng 
in a little ixiat aenxls the Rhine. The Belg« 
then received such « terrible oveithrow, and ao 
gk^at wsas tke alo^^hler, that marohea and deep 
ri veri were rendered passable on the heaps ef 
•carnage. The Nerrians, who ip^ere the moat 
wartike of those b^'bamus notiotis, made head 
Sot a ^Qtt tiiae> and &H upon the Romans with 
flMch fbryf that their army was in danger of be^ 
ing uttedy routed ; bat Cacaar hastily catching up 
*at)iiciBkr raahed through hii array into the midst 
of the enemy ; by which means the &ce of afi^urs 
WAS so efiedtvaily changed^ that the barfoanam 
^em ail cut off to a nxan* The Celtic Gauls, 
.who were powerful at sea, were next brought un- 
-der subjection; and afiler them, the Suevi, the 
Menapii, and sdl the natiooa fixmi the Mediterr»- 
•oean to the British aea. 

From thence, atimulated by the desire 
^ conqunsty and of risiting a country ^^* 
hkherto littie known by any foreign na- 
lioDS, except the Carthaginians, he crossed over 
kita Britain, upon pretence that the nadves had 
ferrashed Us memies with supplies. Upon ap« 
proaohing the sdiores, he iirand them covered 
w^h men to oppose his landing, and his forces 
iwete in 4knger of bdbig driven back, till- the 
«tandanl4}eaFer of the tenth legion boldly leiq>ed 
•osiiore^ uid, beings supported by the general, 
•tlie natives were put to flight. The firitons, tep- 
9tfied at Caesar's power, soon sent to desire a 
^p<Mc^ 'Which was gfnied them, and some 
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solved to parsue hb own fldviuicement, tsa&io de- 
press that of his rival. 

However^ this great mati for some time con^ 
cealed his intention ; but another fat^ acci<tent 
tended to hasten the rupture between him .and 
Caesar ;«— this was the death of Crassus. He .had 
eagerly engaged in a war with the ^ Pieuthkn^ 
hoping) by the reduction of .thb powerfild nation, 
to satiate his avaricei gratify his ambitious views, 
-and render himself equal to his twd associates ia 
military glory. He conduct^ the wary howeTer, 
with so litde prudence, that he Buffered the ene* 
lay to get the advantage of him in almost evscy 
skirmish: and at last Mi a sacrifice ^to. his own 
rashness, and the treachery. of the foe, and with 
him peiished the flower of the Roznan army* . 

Notwithstanding Pompey% reaolutbn to lessen 
the authority of Ca^ar, upon examination of his 
strength, he found his efibrts w«re now too lale. 
Cesar was in possession of that popularity which 
it had been the business of his Ufe t» obtun : he^ 
was loved almost to adoration by his acmy^; whose 
attachment he gakied by his humaoky and gene- 
rosity. He seemed tot acquire Immense xidbesy 
«anly to bestow them on the. bravest and, most. tte^- 
.serving of. his scddiers ; /he paid the debts of Jtta- 
»y of his officer; and held out every striotlve to 
■wean thmr lave from the.publick, and to placeitoa 
their commander* N4>r weife his attenttons fixed 
upon the military alone ; they extended to hi's parti^ 
jwns in the city : hapillaged the wealUi of Jiis pn>- 
vinces, to diffuse it among the citizens of Rome ; 
and thus even rapine iniiis hands iassumed an air 
.of munificence. * . ; 

. Pompey was not i^napprised of thist and hmd^ 
-atlasti that he had GoMnitted a, fatal oversight* 
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He kmg«d to resimie that licence which othcr». 
had insidiously wrested from him ; and an oppor- 
tunity soon offered of obtaining his desire* A» 
all elections had, for many years, been effected by 
sedition and bribery, the people became weary of 
a mocHery of authority, and no magistrates liad 
been elected for the space of eight months.*^ 
This state of anarchy was heightened by* the 
death of Clodius, who was killed by Milo, as he 
was returning to town from the country. As 
ClodiuA had been always a favourite of the peo- 
pie, his body was immediately brought to Home, 
and exposed publicly to Tiew*^ Nothing more was 
requisite to kindle a tumult t the multitude ran 
furiously to Mi|o's house, to set it on fire ; but 
being defended by his partisans, they were re- 
pulsed with great slaughter* 

Returning to the dead body, they dre^v it to the 
senate-house, and there making a funeral pile with 
the seats of the magistrates, consumed the body 
and that stately edifice together. After this the 
seditious dispersed themselves all over the city, 
where, undbr pretence of searclung for Milo's 
friends, they committed the greatest outrages 
which unlicenced fury could suggest* Every 
street was filled with murders and quarrels, and 
it was dangerous even to come abroad* In this 
universal tumult and distraction, all eyes v^ere 
turned upon Pompey, to restore U^anquillity, and 
give the sufferers recfa^ss. Many were inclined 
to invest him vdth the pfBce of dictator; but 
Cato, unwilling to endanger the state, by in- 
trusting the greatest power to the most un- 
bounded ambition, prevailed, that, instead of 
being created dictator, h« should on)y be made 
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of paw«t*, a bodf 4if »toop0 ^»«re altMted iVna- 
pey ; a thdvsiaid tadcfiitfi iirere granted «o mmn 
Uin them ; llie goipcnunenft of ^pmn >w» Hsimt^ 
nued to hhn for iimr years longer $ ^«4lile !Ml9 
was condemned to banishinefit, even ItiaugfeCi'j 
ccro undertook to defend him. k eeenis, itid^edj 
that ^e tribunal ^m whence be harangued tl* 
pop^ae, was surrounded by the coifSDfs «94^ 
diers, so tlmt be^was quite mtimid«tod,'fMd ^M^ 
aWc to exert his usnal powers. Fiompey, ^<*» 
htd hkherto acted ^one, then took'Mateilusfiftr 
hi« coHeagxie, wfiose daughter Coroiftm be bat 
lately married ; a woman of great «ierit iind 
beauty; and 1»y thi« new alliance, be flattered 
himself that he was once more afnatcb>f6r^i»B 
rival. 

Caesar, not insensible oflbe jealousies' of •P<Mn- 
pey, in order to bring matters to an exfjlanati^n^ 
took occasion, finom the many itonours >wfi46h 
the latter had just received, to -selibit for the co^ 
sulship in his turn, together witbaprolongatveiA 
of his government in Ga»I. In this trahaaction, 
Pompey seemed to be quite inactive ; but at the 
same time privately employed two of liis trueljy 
dependants to allege in the senate, that tbe laws 
did not permit a person that was absent to offer 
hi mself as a candidate for' the consulship. • Pom- 
pey 's view was to allure Cicsar from h4s' govern- 
ment ; but the latter perceiving his aitilioei 
chose to remain in his province ; convinced, 

• A consul might be called to an account after the ex- 
piration of his oAce, for mal-adniinistra.tion ; but a dic- 
tator was' subject to no such controk ' 
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Aat, wkile he headed sodi an army as was naw 
devoted to his interest} he could, at any time^ 
give laws as well as magistrates to the state^ 
when it suited his convenience to appear. 

The senate, out of their devotion to Pompey, 
-because he had for some time attempted to de- 
^fend them from the encroachments of the pep- 
.^e, reclaimed the two legions which were in 
Cssar^s army, belonging to his rival, under pre- 
tence ci oppoaing the Partinans, but, in reality^ 
"to dimkiish Cssai^ power. Cxsar easily saw 
tbeir motive; but, as his plans were not yet 
ready for execution, he complied with the oiw 
ders of the senate, havmg previously attached 
the officers to him with benefits, and the soldiers 
with a bounty. 

The next step the senate took, was to recal 
Cscsar from his government, as his appointment 
was very near expiring. £v«ry person perceived 
die danger the state was in, from the con- 
nuance of his command over an army entir^y 
devoted to his interests, and become almost in- 
vincible by long experience. Soaaac of 4he fa- 
thers had even the vain presumption to talk of 
bringing him to an account for the large sums 
of money he had extorted from the provinces of 
Gaul. But Cssar was not without his friends 
in the senate: among the rest. Curio, lately 
elected a tribune of the people, having been 
bribed to his interosts, secretly favoured his 
cause. . Curio was a man of strong eloquence, 
great resolution, and of a desperate fortune : he 
therefore pretended highly to approve the re- 
sdutioos of the senate, and asserted, that he 
4X)uld never think Uber^ secure, while such ar- 
mies» in. different quarters, were in readiness (o 

aoMX^— II. C 
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detlroy' it, whcoever thetr kadet^ .shouU g^sMr 
the word of Gomnuoui: butthcsi^ he kisiniMi^ 
that the chief security- of the. st^ite ck^ieodcd 
upon the jealousy wMeh these aroiiies cateiv 
taified of each other. It yma$ .therefctet his 
opinion^ that Caesar should :m^ leave his army-y 
tUl Pompey had set him the example* This irs» 
a proposal, &r which Pompey had hy no meatii 
. been pcepared ; his friends alleged, that his ^xAM 

f was not yet exinred ; but this not »itisfying tiiar 

trUiune, Pompey observed, that he bad taken itp 
his offices at the command of the senate ; ssbA 
that he w^s ready, to resign them, whenever hts 
employers thought proper : that he kne^ Caesai^ 
with whose fixendship and- alliance- he had loi^ 
been honoured, would not hesitate to do the 
same, when he knew that the senate had ap- 
pointed him a siuxessor* 

Curio perceived the address of Pompey, whose 
only aim was to have a successor actually no^ 
minated; he tber^are* replied, that in order to 
show the. sincerity of his poolessiohs, tt wa& not 
enough to pnMmise to res^ his government: 
but at that instant to perform a thing he had it 
•Q eamiy in his power to do & adding, that botii 
were too powerfotf and -that it was for the in^ 
terest of the commcmwseallh, they should ittum 
to their for!tner priyaeyv He concluded witfe 
sajring, that there was:: no olrher method left for 
pu^lick security, but to mdel^ both to lay down 
their commands^ and to declare hiin an enemy 
to his cduntry, who ahould disobey* Curio had 
made this proposal, widi a; certainty of its beiiig 
fejected by JPompey, wiiom he knew to be too fcmd 
of command, and too confident^f iiis own sup^ 
fiority over Cxsar, to begin the Mbmisssonii. Jm 
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ftct, he mdged very juttly. Pumpey w»s iuh 
dered arrogant, not ooly by his good Ibrtunef 
and his present honoars ; but also by fidse ac« 
counts which his flatterers had reported, coo* 
ceming the fimded disaffection of C«sar^s sol- 
diets to their ge»end. Nay, to such a pilch of 
setf^seeurity c& he at last make pretensions, that 
when Cicero asked him what forces be had to 
repel Csesar, Pompey replied, that if he enlf 
sttimped iMi has fooA, an army would start up 
from the ground to oppose him. Thus oon« 
fidence at ^rsl^ and afterwards shame when he 
found himself mistaken, operated so paw&U&f 
opon PoaBfpeJrf that he postponed prepanitiena 
§or i has d^nce, tiM tiiey were too late to ren* 
ddP iDim my effectml service. 
'. Cmis, hacmg obtained his iSms bi ^kk piftib* 
eiilar, dismissed the senate, as he was empowend 
10 do by his ijffice $ biit MkrceHus, who was 
consul and a partisan of Pompey, contx^oed k 
itfmiediatdy afteiv ukI then put it lotheVote, 
whether -Cssar shofold be condmied in lus go* 
vemment. The whole assembly were imne* 
ihftely of opUnon thtft he should be supeis e d odi 
Hetheikdemanded then- ^leasmv as to Pompey's 
eontinuance in the gavei:nmeiit he enjoiyed s «a 
Flttch^ the majority declared in Us &vourw Cn» 
rio dien put a third qoestaon, whedifer it wcndd 
not be .most expedient to supersede them both 9 
to which three hundred and «xty t>f the senate 
issented^ and twenty«two only dtedared t^gahist 
it. Marcellns being tims fiustrated in ius yiewv 
of obtaining the. sanction of the senale to con« 
tinue Pomper iaf his gorermnent, coold not 
cmitun his resentment; but rising in a rage, 
encd Mt, ^ If yoo will hi^re Caesar far your 
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^ master, yo\i may*" Upcm which. ene of. bis 
pwn party asserting, in order to iatinudate the 
senate still more, that Cssar had passed the Alpst 
and was marching with his whole army ditrectly 
towards Rome, the consul immediately quitting 
the senate, repaired with his colleague to Pomi- 
pey, at that time in the country ; and pveaenting' 
him with a sword, commanded him to march 
against Caesar, and fight in defience of the com- 
monwealth. Pompey declared he was ready ta 
obey ; but with an air of pretended moderation 
added, that it was only in case more gentle expe* 
dients shoidd prove inefficacious* 

•Caesar, who was instructed in all that passed 
by his. partisans at Rome, though he was still 
in Gaul, was willing to give his actions the 
tppear^ce of justice. He tlierefore wrote to the 
cenate several times, desiring to be continued in 
bia government of Gaul, as Pompey had been 
in that of Spain ; or else that he should be per- 
mitted to stand for the consulship, and his ab- 
sence be dispensed with* He futther agreed to 
lay down his employment, when Pompey should 
do the same ; hut tiie senate, who were devoted 
lo his rival) rejected all his propositions, blindfy 
confident of their own power, and relying on the 
conduct and influence of their fevourite* Caesar, 
still averse horn coming to an open rupture with 
the state, at last was content to solicit the go- 
vernment of Illyria with two legions ; but this 
was also refused him. A &tal obstinacy had 
seized the senate, who were determined to sacri- 
fice his power in order to increase that of Pom<f 
pey ; . so that they attempted to repress Caesar's 
injustice by still greater of their own. Finding 
all attempts at an accommodation fruitless; and 
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wn a abuArW not of life goodness ^ bis cMse, M 
fes^ of Ae devotion ^kistroo^ CaMsrlMgibi 
Id drsw them towaMts Ih^ oonines of ItftTyy abd, 
ilhu^g Ihe Altw wkH his fiord kgioii, sttofwd 
lit HaV^dS) a tky of CIsa^Miie Gnii^ from 
'#hence beonce Humv wrdte a letter to tlie ooii- 
%iMy iAeclarin'g* tiiat he Iras vead^ to resign aH 
bommand) if Pom{)ey ^iroiild iftiow eqwd stAh 
ni!s9ion« But be now added, tbat if aO pawer 
Ws to be giten to one bhly^ be nvoiild endeatoor 
lo present ao ufi]ust a distribution ; and de^ 
cfared, tbat if they persisted, he would shor^ 
arrfre in Rome, to punish their partiality and 
the wrongs of bis country* These menaces ei- 
-asperated the whole body of the senate against 
bim. Marcelkis, the consul, gave way to his 
fage ; while Lentulus, his colleague, bdng al- 
teadyof a mined fortune, and tiberefbre ntiSt- 
"ferdnt about events, openly declared, that, after 
^ucb an insuk, fiirther deltberadon was ncwdlesS, 
and that aims was the only fesort. It was then, 
aHer sbme opposidon, decreed, tbat Cxsar 
lihoQld t«sign bis ^vermnent, and disband his 
•Ibrces witWn a limited time ; ot, if he refused 
dbedience, ^at be should be declared an enemy 
'to the commonwealth. They next invested the 
Tdnsulswith absolute authority; and appointed 
Domitius, a maiV of great courage and abilities, 
to be Caesar's' successor in the government of 
Oaul. PWnpey was' ordered to put himself at 
the bead of what troops were in readiness ; and 
•all those who Were not attached to the intereto 
of Caesar, jMHcpared to take up arms at Rome. 
'' Tbe partisans of Ciesar now began to be ap- 
prehensi^ of J)ersonal danger; in particular 
Cario^ with the Jkwo tribuhes Marcus Antontus 
C3 



d by Google ^dj 



18 moii«. 

^d hanpom. These aecoidmgljr fledy di»i 
guised as Akvesi to Cesar's camp, deplptiBg the 
mjustice and tyraimy (^ tke aenale) andplead* 
ing their merits in his cause* C«sar produced 
them to his army, '^ the habks wjhich thef.had 
thus assmnedy and, seemingly touched with cosa* 
sniseration for their sufferings, burst out inlii 
severe invectives against the senate, alleging their 
tymnny over the state, their cruelty to his friends, 

nd their flagrant ingratitude to himself for all 
Jm past services. *' These," cried he, pointing 
to the tribunes, who were in slaves'. habitS| 
^ these are the rewards obtained by the faithfiil 
^ servants of their country ; men, whose pensons 
^ are sacred by their c^ce, and whose cha» 
*^ racters have been esteemed for their virtues; 
^ these are driven from their country, obliged 
,5^ for safety to appear as the meanest of man- 
^ kind, to find protection only in a distant pro^ 
^ vince of the empire ; for maintaining the rights 
^ of freedom, those rights which ev^n Sylla^ in 
>' all the rage of slaughter, dared not violate.'' 
This speech he enforc&d with the most passionate 
gestures, accompanied with tears* The soldiers, 
as if inspired with one nnnd, cried out that tlief 
were prepared to follow him wherever he. should 
lead, and were ready to die or revenge his in- 

A. C. ju^^^^' ^^ universal acclamation rung 

49. ' through the whole camps every man 

. p prepared for a new service of danger $ 

. ^gg' and, forgetting the toils often former 

campaigns^ retired to his tent to me** 

ditate on future conquest* 

The army being thus brought to the temper 
that was wished, Caesar sat down to suppev, 
cheerfully conversing with his friends on suhjecU 
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«f itt99ixm and iMosopribf, and aiipwentlf 
dkeagaged from* every ambitkms eoncern. How- 
ever, after some time, rising up, he desired the 
cea^MOiy to make themselyes merry in his ab*> 
soice, that he would be with them in a Short 
lixtte* Having previously made the necessary 
preparatioDS, he immediately set out, attended 
by a few Mends, for Ariminum, a city upon the 
confines of Italy, whither he had dispatched a 
part of lus army the moroing before. This jour- 
ney by night, which was very fatiguing, he 
perfiDrmed sometimes walking, and sometimes 
on horseback, till at the break of day he came 
up with his army, which consisted of about fivie 
thousand men, near the Rubicon, a little river 
wrhich separates Italy from Gaul, and which ter- 
minated the limits of his command* 

The Romans had bi^n taught to consider this 
river as the sacred boundary of their domestick 
cminre; the senile had long before made an 
edict, which is still to be seen engraven on a 
pillar near Rimini, by which they solemnly de* 
voted to the infernal gods, and branded with sa- 
crilege and parricide, any person who should 
presume to pass the Rubicon with an army, 9 
kgion, or even a single cohort* Cxsar, there- 
fore, having advanced at the head of his army 
jlo the side of tlie river, stopped upon the banks, 
as if impressed with awe at the greatness of his 
enterprise. The dangers he was to encounter, 
the slaughters that might ensue, the calamities 
of his native city, all rushed upon his imagination 
in gloomy perepective, and struck him with re- 
morse* He pondered for some time in fixed ^ 
.mel^choly, as he eyed the stream, debating 
mUh himself whether he should venture : ^ If 1 
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tt pass tMi AiwCf" said he to oiieof his g^iittrste 
who stood. by 9 ^ what miseries shall I brin^ upon 
^.my country! and> if I stop, I am undotic.^ 
Thus saying, ahd resuming aU his former hi^ 
trepidity, he plunged in, crying <mtj that did 
die was cast, and ^1 was how ovct* His sohfiera 
fbllowed him wi^ eiqual promptitude, and qukkljf 
arriTing at Ariminum, made themselves masters 
of the plaice, withotit ri^sistknce. 

The news of this unexpected enterprise, excited 
the utmost terrors in Rome. At the stole In?- 
stant were to be seen th6 citizens flVing ihto th^ 
country for safety, and the inhabitants ot the 
country flocking for shelter into the ciiy/ lii 
this universal confusion, Pompey felt 'all that rei 
morse which must necessarily arise from' tlie re^ 
membrance of having advanced his rival to hl§ 
present pitch of power: wherever he appeared, 
many of his former friends were ready i6 accuse 
him of supineness, and sarcastically to reproach 
his ill^ounded presumption* Cato rc^minded 
him of the many vraminjg;s he had given "him, 
and to which he had not attended. Wearied 
with these reproaches, though offered under 
colour of advice, he did all that lly in his powefr 
to encourage. and confirm his followers r he told 
Ihem that they should not want ah army, fot 
that he would be their leader : he confesi^ed, ih* 
deed, that he had been deceived in Caiiar's aimd, 
judging of them only by the purity of his own ; 
however, if his friends were still inspired with 
the love of freedom, they might yet enjoy tt; 
Jle consoled them by holding out the most flat- 
tering prospects, that his two lieutenants were at 
^e head of a considerable army in Spain, com- 
posed of veteran troops which had made the 
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conquest of the east ; and, besides these, there 
were infinite resources both in Asia and Africa, 
together v/ith the succours they might reasonably, 
receive from all the kingdoms* in alliance with 
Rome. This representation served, in some 
measure, to revive the'hopes of the confederacy. 
The greatest part of tfie senate, his private 
friends and dependants, together with all those 
who espoused his cause, agreed to follow him s 
for, being In no capacity to re^st Cxsar at Rome, 
he resolved to. lead his forces to Capua, and join 
his two legions which were stationed there. No 
words can paint the misery of the scene on his 
quitting Rome* Ancient senators, respectable 
magistrates, and many of the flower of the young 
mobility, obliged, thus to leave their native city 
defenceless to the invader, raised an universid 
concern in all ranks of people, who followed 
them part of the way with lamentations, tearS) 
«nd vows, for their success* 

Cxsar, after having vainly attempted to bring 
Pompey to an accommodatioii, resolved to pursue 
him into Capua, before he could have time to 
jcollect his forces. However, at the very out* 
set, he was in some measure discouraged by the 
defection of Labienus, the associate of all his 
former victories; who, either ^sgusted at hw 
command, or unwilling to desolate his native 
country, went over to the other side ; but Caesar, 
who was not to be intimidate by a partial loss, 
marched on to take possession of the cities tliat 
lay between him and his rival, not regarding 
Rome, which he knew woul4 fall of course to 
the conqueror. 

Corsinium was the first city that attempted to 
rtop the niipidity of bis progres^s. It wa» dc» 
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fisnded by Domitius, who had been appointed 
bf the senate to succeed him in Gaul, and was 
garrisoned by twenty cohorts. C»sar, howevepy 
quickly invested it ; and Domitius, being dis- 
ajppcmited in his hopes of relief, was at last 
obUg:ed to endeavour to escape privately^ His 
mtehtions happening tabe divulged, the garrison 
lesolved to consult their own safety, by deliver* 
ing him up to the besiegenr. Csesar readily ac- 
cepted dieir offers, but restrained hSs men froint 
immediately entering into the town. < After some 
time, Lentulus, the consul, who was one of the 
besieged^ came out to implore fergiveness fo^ 
himself jand tte #eiA:of M% cohfederate^ ttiiiilfiK|-» 
ing CsBsa^ of tireir ancieicit fidendship; d^ssup 
would hot wait- tlie- coMckision <yf f&B spee^ 
Iwit generouslif vvplied, itttt he^cAtne into IMf 
bot'to ihjQ^&'the lib^rtibs <A Rodie aaid its &* 
tiaern, bcit to'n»tottie them; This Kumasie reffy 
being quickly carried int6 the city, ^e senators 
IdMl tlie kmgtvts wkh th^ ctfaildven ahd jKmve "of. 
fioers x>6 the garriMM^ «8ime cut to ctaxm tk^ 
conqubror^ protoetionr who, < miidly ^ glancing 
flfc thdr ingrtititude, ga^ them thdr liberty^ 
«d^ permlftsiki i» fpy wheneiKiever they '{doaa^; 
But while he dlMnisted ifie leaders, hbf tipatk 
tMfi,'As upon ajl &tlier' oecasiosis, tobk' ca^ ta 
sttatdi the c<»nnMm'S<^dieirs to4^ interest, sensli 
ble that he might stanfd in need of An army i 
1a^ that, while he Hved, his army coukl nevef 
Mind in need of a commander* 

Pompey having inftelligetice of trhat passed 
upon this occasion, hnmedtatel/ 'retreated to 
Brundusium, where he resolved to*'Stand a siege» 
ih Arder to delay the en^n^y til! the forces of the 
empire cooM be ooHecied. Caesar, as was ex^ 
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peciedf scxm airived befion the plice ; and hk%* 
icg accide&UUf. taken one of Pompey-u tab- 
gineecft a prisdaer, gave him liberty, with ord«i« 
to persuaile his genefal^ that it might be fep the 
interests of botfa^ aa well as the advaala|^ of tha 
empire, to have sat iotervievr ; but to Uiis oviM^ 
tare he received no answer* He nest attempted 
to biock up the bacbour ; but. in this being £riM^ 
trated by the diligence of Pompey, he sent 
another pveposal for sn interview; to which it 
was- 'answered, that no pix>poutions of that kind 
could be receired in the abiBence of the consuls^ 
Thus, seeing no hopes of reconcffin^ their di^ 
ferences by negodation^ he turned all liis thoughts 
to carry on the -wars which Pompey, on his side^ 
resolved to prosecute with equal vigour. 
. His first aim in keeping Ca$sar some time em» 
ployed befi»re Brundasium succeeded to his wish ; 
at length,' he iM'epiuped, with aU imi^UMhle cau* 
don, to abandon the town, and transpoit his 
garrison to Dyracchium, where the n6w-4nade 
consul was levying men fi»r the service of the 
emigre* In pursuance of his design, he fbrlafied 
the harbour in such a rasnaer that the enemy- 
could liot easily molest him,' and then embark* 
ed his troops with the iitnmst silence anddisps^cfa^ 
leaving- of>l)r a' few archers afid slingors on the 
walls* Cmsav' being apprised of tbe retr^t of 
Fompey, immediatdy attempted to prevent the 
embarkation, and was actually going to lead his 
men over .a piffall, which his rival had secretly 
placed in his way, had he not been int^rupted 
1^ the townsmen, who iidfoimed him of his 



Cttsar, finding he could net pursue Pompey. 
for want oi shipping, resell^ to tgo back ta 
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^Romtf and take possesion of the pubtick trea^ 
sures, which his opponent^ by a inost unaccoimtt 
able over-sight, baud neglected taking wkh him* 
Cssarwas received at Rome with the repeated 
acclamations of the lower class, of the citizens, 
and by all his own party ; thoae of the senate also 
who were attached to bis intetests assembled td 
OQ^ratulate him on his arrival, to whom he iMde 
a plausibly speech, justifying his Condnct, and pro^ 
fessing his aver^on for the vioBent measures he 
had been compelled to adopt* Then, under a 
pretence that his cause was that of justice and 
of tht commonwealth, he prepared to posset 
himself of those treasures which had been laid 
up for the use of tb^ publick: but upon hii 
coming to the door of the treasury, Metellus^ 
the tribune, who guarded it, recused to let him 
pass, alleging that the money was sacred, ail4 
that horrible imprecations had be^ de^nouncead 
ag^nst such a& touched it upon mf. occasion 
but that of a Gallic war* Caesar,, however,' was 
not of a disposition to be intimidated by supei*^ 
stition, and observed, that there was no occasion 
^r money to carry on a Gallic war, as he had 
entirely subdued all Gaul already. The tribune, 
however* still pei^isted, and ^started new diffir 
culties, till Cssar, with more thsuQi usual emotion^ 
laying his hand upon his swm4, threatened to 
strike him dead; " And know, young man,** 
cried he, '^ that it is easier to. do this than to say 
^^ it." This menace had its effect; Metellus re* 
tired, and Cssar pillaged the treasury to the 
amount of thrp^ thousand .pounds weight of gold, 
. besides an immense quantity of silver. Having 
^^ thus provided for continuing the war, he departed 
ffoi)a Epme, with a design of subduing Pompeyl 
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teutetiatfts AfeaniiiA and Petreiu% who had been 
ioog in Spain at the head of a veteran army* 
This was com]»6ed of the best legions of the 
empirey and had been constantly victoriotis under 
all its commandei^ Cssar, ho^nevery who 
knew the abilities of its present genetals, jocoaelf 
^aidy as he was preparing to go thitheri that he 
went to fight an anny without a general, aadf 
upon conquering it, would return to fight a ge» 
neral without an array. Accordingly having 
refreshed his men, previQiialy to their setting out, 
he led them c»ioe raore a long and &tiguing 
parch across the Alps, through the extensive 
provinces of Gaul, to meet the enemy in Spain* 
Tlus they ^performed with invincible resolution, 
animated by the example of a geneml who was 
dear to them, and whose glory they identified 
with their own. 

, The first coi^ct which he had with Afranius 
ax^d Petreius was rather un&vourable* They 
fought near the city of Herda, and both ndes 
claimed the honour of the victory^ Nevertheless, 
it appeared soon after that Caesar was reduced to 
great straits for want of provisions, which the 
overfiowiag of the river and the position of the 
enemy entirely cut off. However, nothing waa 
able to subdue his diligence and activity; for, 
causing slight boats covered with leather to be 
made, and in another quarter diverting the at« 
tendon of the enemy, he carried his vessels ill 
waggons twenty miles distance fixmi the caxnp^ 
launched them ii^xmi the broadest part of the 
river, and with great dexterity passed his legions 
over* Having thus gained new supplies of pro* 
visions and men, he made a feint as if he in- 
tended to distress the enemy in turo, by cutting 
&osrsr— zi. D 
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•ff their ftii|fplie«; and for HiitpiiifoBe he began 
to ihfDW up intDenchments and tut ditches, as if 
to diireit the coarse of the Hver into a different 
channd. These prepaEstions so intimidated the 
enemyt tfiat they reaolved-to decamp by night & 
iKkt CiD^ary who had inthnation of their des^^a 
if bis a|iies9 pumued them iirith a smalt part of 
his anny^ and farcing them to iotd the riveri. 
before they had time to rally on the other stde^ 
appeared vith the hiain foody of his forces to re- 
ceive them* Thus liemmed in on both stdes, 
and reduced to the utmost extremity of hun* 
ger and thirst, they were bUiged to yield at 
discretion. But clemency was the brightest vir* 
loe of C«sar; he di^mssed them all with the 
kindest professions, and sent them home to 
Borne, loaden at once with 'shame and obliga- 
tions, to publish his virtues, aiid confirm the 
sections of his adherents* Thus^ in the space 
flf about forty days, he became master of aii 
Spain; andthen^eparting for Marseilles, obliged 
that city to surrender at discretion* He patxion- 
ed the inhabitants, for refusing to adnut him as 
he passed, chiefly upon account of their name 
and antiquity ; and leaving two legions in that 
garrison, returned again victorious to Rome* 
The citizens upon thisoccasion received him with 
fresh demenstraticHis of joy, and created him 
dictator jokd consul : but the first of these of- 
fices he laid down after he had held it but eleven 
48^s; probaiUy i^th a view of showmg with 
what promptitude he -could relinquish power* 

Meanwhile, Pompey was actively employed 
in making preparations in Epirus and Greece* 
Afl the monarchs of the East had declared in 
Ilia fiivo«r> and aent very hirge supplies* He 
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H^as master of mn^ efiectiTe Italian legkns^ and 
had a fleet of five hundred large ship% under 
the conduct 'of BitmkiSy an experienced com<* 
mander. He was also supplied with large soma 
of money, and aH the necessaries for an ariny) 
from the tributary provinces round him. Already 
he hiid attacted Antony and Dolabella, who 
commanded for Caesar in that part of the em* 
pirey with such Buccess^ that the former w«i 
obliged to fiy, and the latter was taken priscHier* 
Crowds (^ the most disttngaished ctdzens and 
nobleij irom Borne arrived every day to toin 
him* He had at one time above two hundred 
senators in his campy among whom were Ciceio 
and Catoy whose approbation of hiseanse wai 
equivatent to an army. All ti^ese advantage^ 
both of strength and council^ drew the wishes 
ftf minkiiid to Ins cause, ai^ raised an o|^>o- 
inliosi that threatened C^sar with speedy dtfk 
stnictioD^ notwithstan^ikg die progress he had 
Htade* 

Having, ho#evbr, made the requisite prepa* 
ndons, Cxsar, with a Courage that to ordinary 
capacidea might seem to be rashness^ resolved 
to foce his rival in the East, and led his Ibrcres 
to Brutidu^um, a sea-port town of Italy, in 
order to transport them into Greece : but he 
^aranted a fleet numerous enough ft> carry the 
whote at ionce, and therefore having safely 
landed one half at a place calted Pharsaius, he 
sent back his na^y to bring over the rest of hia 
forces. In this second expedition thirty of his 
ships, oin their return, fell into the hands of 
Pompey's adftiiral, who set them all on fire, 
even destroying the mariners, in order to in- 
timidate the re*t by this cruel examf^ which 
reflects disgrace on the cause be espoused. 
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Potnpey was raising supplies in Macedonia, 
when informed of Caesar's landing upon the 
coasts of Epirus ; he therefore resolved imme- 
diately to march to Dyracchium) in order to 
cover that place from the enemy's attempts, as 
all his ammunition and provisions were depo- 
sited there. Upon his anival at that city he 
began to perceive that many of his new-raised 
troops were neither prompt in their obediences 
nor faithful to their standards. In consequence 
of thiS) he obliged them to take an oathy that 
they would never abandon their general, but 
follow him through all his fortunes* Thus, sup- 
posing himself secure in their attachment, he 
resolved to exhaust his rival by protracting the 
war^ as his resources were infinitely the, most 
numerous in this quarter of the globe. . 

The rival armies first came in sight of each 
Other on the opposite banks of the river Apsus | 
and as both were commanded by the two greats 
est generals then in existence^ a battle was eagerly 
desired by the soldiers on both sides. But 
neither was willing to hazard it upon this oc* 
casion : Pompey could not rely upon his new 
levies, and Csesar would not venture an* engage^ 
ment till he was joined by the rest of his forces. 
Accordingly the armies remained in this dispo- 
sition for sQme days, looking upon each other 
with all the anxiety of suspense, but with equal 
confidence of success whenever they should be 
brought to action. 

Caesar had waited for some time with extreme 
impatience fpr the arrival of a reinforcement, 
and he had written and sent several times to hts 
generals to use dispatch. At last, despairing of 
their punctuality, and anxious to know the real 
situation of affairs, he resolved upon an attempti 
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which nothliig^ but the eaWMditaof confidence 
he had in hi« gdo4 fortune could »cuse« He 
disguised himself in the habit of a slaTCf and) 
with all imaginable secrecfj went on board a 
fisherman's bark at the mouth of the river 
ApsuS, with a design to pass over to Brundu- 
slum, where the rest of his forces laj, and to 
amdoct them over in person* Accordingly he 
rowed off m the be^nning o( the night, and was 
a cotisiderable way advanced, when the wind 
suddenly changed against him; the sea be- 
gan to rise In billows of fonmdable height, 
and the storm increased to an alamung degree. 
The fisherman, who had rowed all night with 
extreme labour, was of^en for putting back, but 
was dissuaded by his passenger. At length, 
however, when fer advanced on the intended 
Toyage, he found himself unable to proceed, 
dnd yet too distant from land to hope for making 
good his return. In this moment of despon- 
dence he was going to give up the oar, and 
commit himself to the mercy of the waves, when 
Csesar discovering himseir, commanded him to 
row boldly; "Fear nothing," cried he, "you 
« carry C«sar and his fortune." Encouraged 
by the presence of so great a man, the fisher«> 
man made fresh endeavours to accomplish his 
▼c^age; but the storm becoming still more 
▼i<^ent and the wind unfavourable, he was^ 
dbliged to desist, and make for land> which was 
tet effected without great difficulty. As soon 
as he rejoined his soldiers, who had) for some 
time, missed their general, and knew not what 
was become of him, they flocked joyfully round 
hifti, congratulating his escape^ and kindly up- 
bnadiftg his attempt in so &r distrusting thek- 
D2 
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counige and affectiooi as to seek out dew force*^ 
wbeny without an^ aid^ they were sure to coar 
quer his enemies. His excuses were not less 
tender than their remonstrances ; but the joy of 
both was soon after heightened, by an ii^for«> 
rnation of the landing of the troops he had king 
expected at Aj^Uonia, from whence they were 
approaching) under the ccmduct ot Antony and 
Calenus> to jdn him* He therefore decamped 
ifi order to meet them, and prevent) if possible^ 
Fompey with his army from engaging them oa 
their march, as he lay on that side of the river 
where the succours had been obliged to come on 
shore. Thb diligence was not less successful 
than requisite ; for Pompey had actually . made 
some movements to anticipate their junction, 
and had laid an ambuscade for Antony,, but . 
failing in this, he was obliged to retreat, under 
an apprehension of being hemmed in betweea 
the two armies ; which effected their junction 
the same day. 

Pompey now led his forces ta Asparagus^ 
near Dyracchium, in order to be sure of sup- 
plies, and pitched his camp upon a tongue of 
land that jutted into the sea, whare also was a 
small but safe bay for ships. In this place, being 
most advantageously situated, he immedialely 
began to intrench his camp; which^Csesar per- 
ceiving, and finding that he was not likely soon 
to quit so advantageous a post, began to draw 
circumvallations behind him, causing magazinea 
of com to be made in all parts, not already 
wasted by the enemy's forces. Yet, notwith- 
standing all his care, provisions began to be very 
scarce in Caesar's army : his men were obliged' 
to make use of beans and barley^ and a root. 
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Driled cimii) which thef nungicd witb'ntiiki 
but accustomed to hardships, they bore all widi 
exemplaiy patience. C«sar, however, was so 
fertile ia resources, that he could not submit to 
iocouTenienoes which inight be obviated. AH 
beyond Pompey's camp, towards the land side, 
was hiiiy and steep ; vHierefore Cssar built ie<* 
doubts upon the hiUa, stretching round from shore 
to shore ; and Uien caused lines of communication 
to be ^knmn from lull to hill, by which he 
Uocked up his rival's camp. He hoped, by this 
blockade, to force his ojqwnoit to a battle^ wluch 
he aFdentlf desired, and which the other as sta*** 
diously declined. Thus both sides continued for 
some time employed in designs and stratagems, 
the one to annoy, and the other to defimd. 
CaDsar's men daily carried on their worics to 
straiten the enemy : those of Pompey did the same 
to enlaiige themselves ; and though they decUned 
comings to a battle, yet they severely galled the 
enemy by their slingers and archers. Cxsary 
however, was indefatigable ; he caused coverings 
to be mis^e of the skins of beasts to protect his 
men while at work ; he cut off all the water that 
supplied the en^atiy's camp, and intercepted the 
fQtage for their horses ; so that it was imposwble 
to retain their position much longer* 

Thus straitened, Pompey at last resolved to 
bneak through his lines. Accordingly^ having 
informed himself of the condition of Cspsa|*'s for* 
ti&cat]ons> he ordered his light-^in&ntry and 
archers on board his ships, with directions to at-* 
tadi^ CsBsar's intrenchments by sea, where they 
were* most .vulnerable* This was done with such 
effoetf that all the centurions of Cesar's first co- 
ho^ wer^ cut off, except one i mi. thpugfa all 
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used their nttnost endeavours to frustrate l\>m* 
pey's dengns, yet, by means of reiterated at* 
tempti, he at last effected his purpose of extii* 
eating his tamy from its present restrain^ and c^ 
encamping in another place, by the sea, where 
he had the conyenience both of &rage and ship^ 
ping* Csesar being thus foiled in ^s views of 
bkiddng up the enemy, resolved at last, to force 
P(»npey to a battle, though upon' disadvantage^ 
•us terms. The engagement began by attempt* 
teg to cut off a legion which was posted in a 
wood, and this brought on a general battle* The 
conftict wiis for some time caiTied on vi^h great 
ardour, and with equal fortune; but'Cssar'a 
army being ^itangled in some old intrenehmentsy 
began to &11 into disonler ; and at last fled witl^ 
gl*eat preciintation, while great numbers perished^ 
Pompey pursued his success to the very camp of 
Cxsar ; joid now was the crisis of Ciesar's hk&i 
bdf his usual good fortune prevailed r Pompey^ 
either suiprised with swldenness • of his victory, 
or fearful of an ambuscade, withdrew hks troops 
into his own camp, and thus, by lus timid cau<- 
<ioih lost the empire of the world* However^ 
his generals and attenda^s vainly considered the 
present, success as a decisive determination of the 
war ; and, adding cruelty to their confidence, 
ptt all their prisoners to the swdrd. - 
. The resolution of G«sar, however, did n6t 
forsake him, nor his hopes foil ; he found that 
hitherto his attempts to force Pompey tib engage^ 
hifn upon equal terms, were ineffectual ; he fhere^ 
fore resolved to appear as if willing to protract 
tfhe war in his turn. Wherefore, calling the 
army together, he thus addressed them wiui his^ 
asusyUcompositfe and intrepidi^ i ^^ We hare wy 
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* xiea80n» my fellow-soldieiiS to be dejected at 
^ our late miscarria^ ; the loss of one battkt 
'* after such. numbers as have been obtamedi 
*' should rather awaken our caution than depress 

* our resolution: let us remember the long 
^* course of victories which have been gained by 
^ us in Gaul, Britain, Italy, and Spain; and 
^ then let us consider how many gprater dangers . 

** we have escaped ; which have only served tq ' ^ 
" increase the pleasure of succeeding victory* 9 
*' after all these renowned exploits and glorious % 
^ succe;Sses, one, little disaster, one error of inad-^ % # 
^ vertency, or indeed of destiny itself has de-' ^ 
** prived us of our just reward, yet we haw stiNi ^ 
^ sufficient force to insure it for the future ; aad - 
*^ though we should be . deprived of every 1^ x % 
** source, yet the brave have one stiB left to over* "' ^ 
? come every. danger: namely, to despise it'*— • 
After thus encouraging his legions, and dcgwadr ^^ 
ing some of the subaltehi officers, who were i^flK 
miss in their duty, he prepaved to decamp, anA w 
to make his retreat to ApoUdnia, where he fa|. ^. • 
tended to refresh and recruit his army. Hkvi^j; . t 
therefore, sent his baggage beibre, he foilbwetf 
at the head of his soldiers; and, though pursued » 
by Pompey, yet having the advantage in point - • 
of time, be effected his intention. 

In the mean time Domitius, one of his fieui 
tenants, stationed in Macedonia with three 
legions, was in danger of tieing cut off by the 
superior forces of Uie enemy ; Cipsar resolved, 
therefore, to join him with all expedition ; and, ■ ^ 
after having refreshed his army, set forward with 
the utmost dispatch. Pompey was nearly in si* 
milar circumstances of apprehension ; for Scipio) 
one of his lieutenants, was in Thessaly, at the 
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bead of the S^ian legtoft $ and he wasfearftiV 

lest Caesar's tnarch was intended to surprise this' 

body <rf troops before their junction. Thus each' 

general marched with dl the diligence possible,* 

to secure their fnends, and defeat the designs of 

their enemies. Caesar's expedition was moirt sue* 

iessful ; he was jcHned by Domitius upon the' 

- .^t>ntierB of Thessalj ;^ and tbus^ wiR;h all his* 

^pccessonited, he marched directly to Gompfei :* 

\ ^t tkenews of his defeat at Dfyracchium having' 

-*' m veacbed this place before him, the inhabitants' 

% • ^ut the gat^ against him. In consequoice of 

^ nhk repulse^ he ordered the machines for sealkigf 

^b»gofe ready; andt causing an assault to bei" 

•tmA^9 proceeded with siicb tigour, timt, not- 

^^jMif^anding the great hei^fat of the walls, &tf 

r^mm was taken inafewfaounu Caesar left it td 

^ l|e plundered^ and without delaykig his march; 

%ent forwaidto Metrepbhs,- another town of thb 

le province,, whklk yielded at' his apprdacii* 

these means, he soon.beeame possessed of 10 

Tbessalf,. ^scept Larissa,> Which was garrisofitid 

f ^ IrifiGQiio, ^nie of his rival's GOfnmanders. 

iPotnpeyb officers, being miich elated witti 
^^leir Jate victory, wane cotttimmlly soli€il?h# 
- . Ihtar general to bring them to a battle : evei^ 
"delay became* insupportable; they presutnecl 
lb tlx the purity of their leader's motives for 
ppocfasdnation* Confident of victory, they di» 
vided all the places in the government among 
each other, and portioned out the lands of thosc^ 
whom, in imagination, they had already vani 
quished. Nor did revenge less employ ^ci^ 
thoughts, than atnbition and avarice* The pro^ 
acription was actually drawn up, not for the con^ 
demnation of individuals, but. of whole raafcs^ of 
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tiie enemy ; it ^nis even propoeed,. t(nt «il Uie 
ateoators in Pompey's army should be appointed 
judges a¥^ such as had either actuaily opposed, 
4x^ hy their neutralityy had fuled to assist their 
farty* Pompefy thus assailed by men of weak 
teadB.and eager, e&pectattons) and incessantly 
'leasiedrWkhiaipQrtdnitRs lo engage, Isuttd Jiinw 
JBetf^oo<rresolute> to .oppose their sd^citodons^ « ' 
iaid€hei«fiBTe renoaaciftg liisown jndgmenty i^" 
0Oftn|ifeilice wkh those aftxxat ham, he ginnevp 9$ . 
schesnesofpnideBoefor those Related hy avarice •' 
and pasaieo. Advaacingr iato Thesssly, he eii;s: • 
«as3sp6d npon the plains of Pharsafia, wheve he' ^ 
iras joined Vy Sctpio* his Jieotenant, mUr^ih^ ^ 
ooops under bis. cottimand* There lieawailad« 
the ceasing ^ of his rival, resolved upon d^dii^ « w 
ing it^eis^ of the>empire without fbrther delay<; ' ' . 
Cftsarhad Ibr some time been sounding thf» "'. 
snclinaitions of *lus legions, a$d pioviding faj*^ 
their aalety incase of mlscami^e $ but, at length Ak,' 
Riding them resolute and unanimous, he leA^r 
them towards* the plains of Pharsalia, wfaei^ * ' ^ 
IVmipey was ^camped. The approach of tMn^ r Y 
two great armies, composed of the best and 
k&vest troops in the wodd, togetherVith the* *? 
greatness '<^ the prize lor which they contended,' *« 
filed all minds with anxiety, though with differ^ 
ent eaopectations. Pompey's army turned* all 
<b»r Noughts to the enjoyment of tlie victory $ 
Cseaar's, with soondifr^dgmeiit, considered o^ 
the means of obtaif]^ It: PtMnpey's army de£ 
IMended upon tibeir numbers, and their di^ieiit 
generals ; Caesar's, upon their own discipline, - 
and Ihe conduct of their single cammander: 
Pompey's partisans hoped much from the justice 
of their ciiuse 9 Cssarfs^^gediybe&pquent^aijt 
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uoavfdlmg phipoaah which tbey had made fiif 
peace*. 

Thus the views, hopes, and modres of both 
seemed different, but their aramositf and ambi- 
tion were tlie same. Ccsaiv wiio was generalif 
foremost in offering battle, led out his army in 
array to meet the enemy $ but Pompey, either 
' ^ff'P^^S ^* troops, or ^^eading the event, stiH 
wept bis advantageous situation. C«sar, being 
^ ^nwiUing to make an attack at a disadvantage^ 
•' m resolved to decamp the next day, in expectation 
^ • ^that, as the enemy would not &il following hiniy 
^ 'he might find some happier opportunity of com- 
4iang <o an engagement. Accordingly, the order 
^ « Sir marching was given, and the tents struck^ 
«# ^; Q, when intelligence was brought him that 
^** ■ 43. Pompey's army had quitted their in- 
%» .^ ^ treochments, and had advanced further 
^ %y05/ into the plain than usual. This was the 

r _^^BflLi» juncture that Caesar had long wished for 

'^ 4in vain, and tried to hasten ; iniiereupon causing 

1119 troops, that were upon their march, to halt^ 
irilh ^ ^untenance of joy he informed themt 
ihat the hap^ time was at last come, which was 
to crowl^their glory, and terminate their fatigues, 
-He then drew up his troops in order, and ad-> 
vanced towards the place of battle. His fint^es, 
however, were much inferior to those of Pompey^ 
whose army amounted to above forty-»6ve thou* 
sand foot, and seven thousand horse ; while 
Caesar's did not exceed twenty-two thousand foot* 
and about (i thousand horse. • This disproportion^ 

* From the history of tbia formidable war* at narrated 
by the sincients, it appears that Caesar mitdt repeated 
overtureft for accommodation, which Pompey, by a bliad 
fatalityi as constancy spurned. ^ 
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pioticolaa^ in tAVtdiy, had filed the latter xtiOi 
some degree of apprehension ; wherefore he ha^ 
some time befi>re picked out the stronn^st and 
mmblest of his fost soldiers^ and accustomed 
them to fight between the ranks of his cavalry^ 
HI order to suj^y the defidencf of their numbers* 
' Fompey, on tiie other hand, was too confident 
of success ; he even boasted in council^ that he 
could put Caesar's legion to ffight, without strilC'' 
ing. a single blow, presuimng that, as soon fA 
the armies fmned, his cavalry, on which bti 
placed ■ his chief refianoe, would out-fiahk and 
surround the enemy* liabifenus commend^ this 
scheme of Bon^y $ and to increase the confi- 
dence- of the army still marcj he took an oath, 
in which the rest folkiwed Mn^^ never to return 
to the camp but with vktoryJ In this disposition, 
Mid under these advahtageous in^yressions, the 
troops were led to battler 

Tompej drew up bis arlny with' skill and 
judgment : in the eentrcf and on the ihmks, he' 
]^edailhis veterans, ahd distfibuted his new* 
raised troops between the wings and the nudnr 
body. The Syrian legion^ Were pteced iir the 
centre, under the o^mmiand of Scipio ; the Spa- 
aards, on. whom hegreatly tefied, were on d^e 
right, under Domitius jSnobarbus ; and on the 
1^ were stationckl the two legions, which Caesar 
had restoeed in the beginning of die wai^ led on 
by Pompey himself;, because fi^om thenee he in* 
tended to madce the principal attack^ and for the 
same reasonhe had assembled there all his horeei 
slihgers, and archen, of whom his right wing, 
being covered by the river Enipeus, stood in no 
need* Caesar likewise xU^d^ his army into 
three bodies, under dwee commanders; Dofi&r< 

aoMB. — II. £ 
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tins Calvuiiis b^i« |44^^ in tbe c^i|ie» ond 
Mark Antony oo t^ 1^ whUf» he led on thcst 
Tight wing, which w»is to cf^{)<pe the lefti com** 
goanded by Ppmpey. As h^ <^Qervod tlie cue* 
nay's nui^ierojus cavalry tp be all drawn to. cfdi 
spot, he ga^s^ at Pompey's inteotioa ; to ob^ 
viate which h^ made a draft of sii^ cohorCa from 
1^ re«* liney aq^ fcpraung tb^m into: a sepa«al» 
b^j9. cohceajec} them, behind hi» right wing, 
y^jit^ insti;uctiopB n<;»ctq4bfQW. their juvelina i^4i 
^tapccf bi)t to kec^ them in their hahds, and 
fiigeh ^p diret^tly into jthe faces aikd eyes of the 
J^rsemenv who 4>^i^ composed of tile jctm^GP 
p»^ of the Romi^ pdbility^ valued themsdfes 
upon their beauty, and dceaded a scar in iht 
|ftce more th^a a w^ii4 in- the boAy* He, lastly^ 
placed his ^mi|ll body (^ cavalry so as ta cover 
the nght of Im favourite tenlh legion, otderin^ 
his right line not to march till they had received 
l^e signal ffov^ ^m»: And i^ovr^ liie fiute^ of, the 
empire of Biqm^ was to be decided by the 
gi?£^^te^'.geiii^% thebraveal: officera> and tlie 
xAOst 6^pe.r|. t|OQp% that/ tbe vorid had ever 
s^* Almpt every ^vaUmsi) in both armies, 
was capable of perlonning the duty of a com*? 
iiwderx aiid each seemed inspired witiia reso- 
lultioi;^. tO: cc^quer or die; 

. ^8.4^ anises appipached, the two generals 
w^ fiW r9»k tQ itMSJBy encbun^i^* their niie% 
xabing. th^ hag^t andiibviatkig ^eir doiikts. 
PompQy rei^.9Bnt^d to ,his: men^tfaat' th& gl»5 
i|;bu%'0ppa$iQn whicfatthey. had' eaznestly solicitad 
him .tQ,f^rsipt, Waanow hefo»;..them ; *^ and, m* 
^< 4^i*' criod he». *S wlmt advantage .could yoa 
^ ifish.Qver 8)i etiemy» that you are not now po^ 
^.^4l§^<i:Q(^ Yiaurnumbe^t your, vigour a bte 
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^ ne(idt)r,«U j»wfe a«peedy wodm msiy amqaaft 
^ of dioge banuBod and brdktn. traopst com- 
^ posed of iaeo worn out with age^ and impiciit 
^< with tile teffroffs. ^ a receotdofest; but there 
^ k 9^ a stronger bidwaik for our protection 
^^ theft the nperioritf e£ our strBiigth-<*-ilie jtn^ 
*^iice of our ceuae. You are engaged in the 
^ defence of liberty: and of your country : yoh 
.^ are supported by itrhtwB, and iblloirad by itk 
y s^a^atEBtes; you have the ^vocld apectators of 
f^ your condncty asid nisb^g you imoeeBs i on 
'^^ the contrary^ he vhom 'you oppoie ia a rdbbdr 
f^ and.a traitor to hia eooDtry^ aiid afanatt-idRMMlf 
^ aunk wil^ tiie ooBsckmsneaB of hia. mmcsj-m 
^ weH SA tb^. bad ^sHCcesa of .Ina anna* . 9M$y 
.^^% oathtsoGCttsiaiiyAll tfaht ardoBeand ^db- 
5»^«aM!^^ of tynomy timt afaotdd anlDiate Ro^^ 
<('nia9«9«>d#a}aatieetD^naiB&kidi(''j ... 
; CaMAr» -for laapart^ cafaaMtedto tta nen OA 
jiteady fli&reoity lor which he inia:aD%Bttch adndred 
jA the midst of danger. .He; innaied.on fldtlnili^ 
410 a^nemg^ to Yak aoldier% as hia Irequeat ana 
.^aueceasfol endewnsmts €i>r..pcace« He fa&ed 
frith iioRor of. the.'Uded'ibe waa^it^ ta ahed, 
4ind pleadejioniy the aoeesaii^ thafc ifged hin 
4a the dleedk . He depJoiledi tiie noaiiy bmae men 
^at vere toM.<mbo^.flidqi^.andthe itoisMb 
^ Ma. foHiHry) .aijiof&fef ^ouR he .wtorkme. 
.-fiUs^aoUiera. tiaaweredhift apetfch Iwith looks/bf lup« 
itair aiid .impnticinte^ oa ofaaerring which he 
^reithe jaigDUd to cAutagei .'Qie iwoed on Foiia- 
|W^^ i6de wto,: << HiercBles thedmiiielhleyv^bilt 
INI GlWMu^, "Venus. the viotomus.*' iPnmpey 
^dMndereihis imea foiftoatyethe first ahbisk with- 
iomt, afwnrtng out of thehr piaee^ expooting the 
fli0tny'9 isHkaiQ be put: into disorder by tiiek" 
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SBotioii* CksoKs aolifiers wm iww nuMigf on 
.^th tbeir moal hnpetnositf, wtien perceiving 
tlie enemy modoolessj they stopped short, as if by 
gmeral consent, and halted in the midst of Uieir 
careen A terrible pause ^isiied^ in which both 
•armies comimied to gaae upon each other vitb 
mutual temn* and dreadful serenty : at length, 
Cesar's men having takmi breath, ran fmiousty 
.upon the enemy, &rst disobliging their jav^efins^ 
ttid then drailriBg. their swofds* The same me^ 
thod was f^served by Pompey's tioops, who as 
•firmly sustaiDed. the attack* - His cavalry also 
urere ordered to charge at the v^y onset, which, 
tiriththe multitiide of archers and sUngers, sdon 
.obliged Cxsar's men to givvgioand, and throw 
•themselves, as he Usd foreseen, upon the flank 
^f his army : whereupon Caesar immediately or- 
dered the six cdfaorts, that were placed as ^a're- 
inforcemeoit, to adnawe ; and repeated his 
orders, to sti&e at the enemies' fiM^es. This hiid 
the desmd efibct ; the 'cavahfy, who thought 
they were siarc of -victory, received an immediate 
check: the unusual' -method of fitting pursof^d 
by the cohorts, their aiming < entifiely at^ tte 
visages of tite assailants, contributed to iiftimt- 
idate theienemysotniidi, that instead of d^iy^ 
fiag their' persons^ their* only endeavtmr ^^¥(^s to 
senEie their faces* A total rout ensued of thi^ir 
•whble body, which fied in great disorder to the 
-neighbouring motmtaioa, wh^e the ai^hers and 
Hdingenv ^Nio wei<e thus abandoned, were cut to 
piebds. Csesar now commanded the cohorts to 
-pursue thbir success, and advancing, chilr^ed 
•Pompey^s troops upon the fianit : tills chai^ the 
enemy withstood for some time with great bm« 
-very, |ill he toought up hfs third Ime^ whidi 
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^UB doiiblj^ atUcked in iifltat by Btth troo^ 
,9ad m Ihc Teat bf Ite vktorious ^hoitSr oaold 
no longer teviat^^iitfied to «iRircBnp« Ttoflgiit 
;b^;aii am&ag the auidlMiies, diougk Pompey'^ 
. ii^ witgntiil viriiMilly nminMutifid thttifgrgmuL 
.Csssar, howevter^ being myfr certnn ofviBtorfi 
.With hia fkwmi ckn^eBcyt t^raed. oiut 16 fvarwie tbe 
iilmngo!^ but to s{mre the Ropiftiis ; uffon whieh 
Ihey. tttt Ud iioim tkdr araift and reeeivcd 
-^liiiiarter. > 

The fafttdd had jkov lasted £hBm the bmtkof 
day. tM lioo% the iinithler'beiiig!esircBii^. hot'; 
Aevectiheicsai the ^aonqiierom did not rauMt thife- 
AFdouTy . being . encounged .«h]r ^iie eaodii^ <f 
ithetr geaend» vilio. thought hisr wtoy not codfr- 
l^ete till he was.nie8ter of his opponoit's camp. 
AoQOjnyi^y. mascfatng. on &ot at llie head of 
hia titx^M^ he called. upon tiietn to ^ottowy ittid 
aferike the ^ecistre blair^ The cdhoitSy whioh 
upere left toddend the cam^, for aome time made 
a formidable renatance-; . paiticularty. a great 
number of . Tlwaeaana and otiier baii>amya «tf. 
IMi% who w^re apfninfed .for ito dafenee ; bm 
aoffting Gonld resist the ardodrof Oaar's Mcto- 
nonaarmy; ihecanqy and.ti«nGhaa ivesaatlait 
avapuatedy and ^e surmDiB escaped to the 



.. Ci^aar9.Beeibg the fidd and camp isdnewed with 
haaJrileucouptrTmeih was deeidf tf eeted at aa 
iBefattcbofy aafttctacte, aead ezcilaimed) as if taf 
wmsf of justification^ ^ They would hate It so.** 
UipoQ eatnpig the cnemy.^8 cHmpy e«0rf objent 
psesented fiseah inateaces erf the blind presatnp 
lioa «nd madaeaa of hia. adveiaariea : on aH aidiaa 
veie to he «eii tents adomed with ivy atfi 
E3 
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• hiiMi' lu' Hc^ of myrtic, couches cofSved-iH^ p«tf^ 
•irie, and flide4ioaPds loaded with plate* Every 
tluBgt ift short, erinced the moA refined luxury^ 
and seemedrrotjier fn«|>araj6ve lor ti banquet^ or 
the ivjoicuig^fora victory^ than the ^pomtiofns 
for a i:wttte.. Such a rich as8end>la^ <^ plunder 
Slight haTeiibeien ^aUeto engage the attention o£ 
any troops ^but Cxsar's ; he, howevery would not 
imnsit them to pursue anf object than tfae»r 
<»iemies, . tifl Ibef : were entirely sufc^ied* A 
considerable body of Pompey's army hanii^ 
ndliedim. the adjacent mouutains; Cassar be^^an 
to encloae them by a drcumvaHation-: but thej 
quickly abandoned a post whkh was not tenable 
&r want of water^and endeavoured to reach the 
city of Latissa* CaBsaar, however, leadin|^ « 
part of his army by a . shorter way, intercepted 
their retreat, and obliged these unhappy fi]^« 
lives QQCis incH*e to seek pi^leetion from a nioun- 
laifiyr washed by.airivylet which suppikd them 
with:W»ber. The- victor's troops were almost 
i^^t, .and ready to :&int with thdr incessant 
Hq^ aince morms^ yiet lie: prevailed upon them 
agaia/io renew thetr kboms, and to cutoff the 
TLvulet that suppfied the :fu^tives$ who, tbna 
deprived ai allshq>es of siiocour or subsistence^ 
•ent..depistiesjwith: an u£fer of sustendering at 
discretion. During this intertal of negociatton^ 
awfew senitars, who wece among them, took ^le 
advantage :0f the^.night .to esci^ ; and the reai 
next morning gave:i:^ thecr a^ms, and cxp6« 
rienoed the conqueror's clemency* Thus Csamr 
by bis isondiict gained the £most c(»npiete victory 
in the annai&> of histi>ry.f.and by this ^great cle- 
mency after -.the balUe, in scsne measm^ seema 
tf»liav«fdcfl4f7ediu His^loas aaunmted only. M 
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tm bca^drcd taea ; tiuit of Pdmpef to flAeen 
thousand, as weSL Romans as anxiKaries ; twentf* 
har thousand men surrendered themselres pri^ 
sonars of war, and the greatest part of which 
entered into Csesar's army. ~ As to the setiators 
and Roman knights ^o iell into his hands, h^ 
gen^tMisly gave them liberty to redre whefcrer 
th^ pleased ; and the letters which Pcmipef had 
leedved from several persons who wishi^ to' \m 
lliought neutral, he committed to the flames 
without reading them, as Pompey had done 

rm a fi»*mer 0cca«oD* Thus hav^ performed 
tiie duties oi a general and a statesman, he 
WBXA for the legions which had passed the night 
m the camp, in order to relieve those which had 
accompanied hmi in the pursuit f and being de 
termined to follow Pompey, began his march and 
arrived the same day at Lapissa* 

The coufage and conduct for which Pompey 
had been so long and justly celebrated, seem 
wholly to have ibrsaken liim at this trying crisis. 
When he saw his cavalry routed, on which he 
liad pkeed his principal dependence, he appeared 
bereft <rf reason. Instead of thinking how to 
lemedy this disoider, by rallying his flying 
troops, or by opposii^ fresh men to stop the 
progress of the conquerors, he retmned to* the 
camp^ and in his tent watted the issue of an 
ev«it, which it was his duty to dtrea, not to 
follow* There he remained for some moments 
wkhout spe^klng^ tkl being told, that the camp 
was attacked, '* What,** says he, ** are we pur- 
^ sued to our very: intrenehments?" and imme* 
diately quitting his armour for a, habit' mose 
SBited to his circumfiitanctot he fled on horse« 
ku:k^to Larisaaf firaa whence^ peneiving hm 
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jHTay tq all the agonizing reRectioos which the 
jnelan^oly reverse <^ his fortyne WM aalundJJr 
Mjggest*. Ill this foi^pn condition h^ paMe4 
jiloog the vale of Tempey and pursuing the iDourae 
^ the riyer Peneiu^ at Imt- arrived at a €sbo^ 
lean's hut; in which he passed the night* -tromt 
Ihence he f?<^ odl board a littjebark) and keet^ 
lug alcmg the sea-ahorei he desciied a sbuip, ef 
aome burthen i^jreparing tp saily in wUch; he ^lii- 
barkedf and landed at AmpbipoUs ; where» fold- 
ing hiaafiairs despemtey he a^eer^ to Leaboi^ ^ 
take in his wife Coi^nelia) whopd he hadkft diei% 
90; adislaov^ from the theatre of thie ,^ai>i ^ Slici^ 
who had long fiattejed herself with the.hofies sf 
victory, fek t})e. reverse of her fortune ^ ^aa 
figpny of ^istre4s.--Being desired by the i»e«ie&* 
ger, whose tear^ m^re than W(H:ds». pisodaimed 
tlie ffpe^tmeiAv of ber iHisforthiie% to h«ale0, if i^e 
eypectj^ to see PottipeSTv wkh but one ahip^ and 
f^fn that not his own ) h^, grie^ which before 
was vio^iiit) became ii^suppoftalble ; she fSsinted 
away, and lay a considei^le tbne without aa^ 
aig^ of life* At length* recovmug ihei^self and 
refiecti^g it was now no time lor vain lamenta^ 
tionsf she. ran quite thtough the city, to the scak 
ude« Pompey naoeived her witl)fMBt Bpeakingaf 
worc^ and for some time supported her in hk^ 
^«ns \fx sil^t ai^;uish* .When they fotuid wonte 
for t^etr distress^ Cometta imputed to. herself a 
part of the miseriisa that wece coole upon th^aii 
and instanoed inAny fermer misfoitunes of her 
liie« Pompey endeatoiired .to c«m&rt iher, bf 
^pi^s^l^ing ihe Uncertftiaty. of human affugsi 
«p4 from h^i present vnea^ttdLed wretcfaedoessy 
l^chtog ber (o bofieifar aAxmexpecteda^iini oC 
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ifbodfyfitme. In the mean time^ the people of 
the island, who had great obtigations to Pompeyv 
gathered round tbem, joined in their grief^ and 
iDTited them into their city. Pompey how- 
ever declined their invitationy and even ad- 
vised thera to submit to the conqueror. ** Be 
** under ho apprehensions^" cried he, " Cseaar 
•* may be ray enemy, but still let me acknow« 
* ledge his moderation and humanity*" Cm- 
tlppus, the Greek philosopher, also came to pay 
his respects* Pompey, as is but too finequent 
^vith the unfortunate^ complained to him of 
ProMdence. Ctatippus wisely declined entering 
deeply into the argument, rather satisfied wit^ 
supplying new motives to hopCj than combating 
€fae present in^nety of his de4>abv 
' Having taken in Cornelia, he continued Imt 
ecmt^^* stemng to the south-east; and after 
touching fld^a' few ports in his way, ahne before 
Rhodes, where he met with an inhospitable re- 
ception: from thence he pro^eded to Atilia, 
where he was joioied by some soldiers and ships 
of war. However, these were nothing against 
Ite power of his rival, torn the activity of whose 
pursuit he was in coednual apprehensions. Hb 
oidy bcipes, therefore, fey in the assistance of 
tiie kings who were in his alliance/ and from 
tlieae cnily he could es^ect security and protec«« 
tl<m. Hii was himdetf inclined todaim theaw^ 
^stance of the Parthians ; others proposed ^Juba^ 
long ^ Mamidia ; but' ho was at last prevailed 
upon to ^ply to Ptolemy, king of Egypt, to 
whose father Pompey had been a con^erable 
bene&ctor: Accordingly, leaving Cilicia, he 
steered for the kingdom of Egypt, and when in 
!niew of the coast of that country, he sent to 
implore protection and safety. Ptolemy was 
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4er the directicm of PholinhiSt ftvt earluchf and 

Theodotus, a ni^ter of rhetorick.. Before these 

wretcheS) Pompey-s request wan^^gued | ■ befe w af 

such mean land iBercenaij persons wiis.>to>ber«ld» 

termined the fate of hiiB) .whO) but a few da^ra 

b^bre, had ^vcn law to yfigdoms. The vf^ 

imms of the cooncil were divided : grataCudc «aid 

|»ty incHoed some to receive hina ; whiHtotfacIv; 

more obdiumte or more tioaotvu^, iv«re Coc deojr^ 

iiig him ontraAoe into the kingdom. Atieog^ 

Theodcftua^ With a oniel policy) an^tai^^ 

^at both proposals wereequailii^ ddngefous ; /tfaat 

tio adn^ithim^ wasmiakiag.PompQy thakimiafltef.# 

9gtd drawing, oa tliem C^sar'arieaeirixnMit ; and 

6y not receiving luHii Ihey oftad^ lbs oM| 

wiUh^t 0b^ng the otiiets that^ tibiereftte^ the 

^nl)r ei«pedient feft^ wasLt^ permit Imnto ian^ 

andtiien tokiflhinkt this would rat a«ce obtige 

Ciesar, and rid them of all apprehenaions^^rcM 

IVHbpey^s tieAentaKnts : ^' fer^' iconfeludfid; te» 

with a. v^lgai*. and inalicieiUs joke> '^ dsiid -dogs 

" cim never Wte." . ; . 

^ This adviise prev^iHngy At^li^y^eomcmspdmr 

•f the.foroesy ml SeptiMbis^hyr.bisthfa BoQMmf 

lod ^o had fiofmerly been e. centuriea in Pc*a« 

fef% amiy> wereappoiBtsedtx^xan^ it.tnti>ie»i» 

ciitioib Aocordiogly^ hekig attenfed hf tknia 

or four flKtre* thtf^ Wetrit into, a little biifc,.«iiA 

roWed towards Bmxipey% shipi H/vlrieh lay ahcail 

i mile from the shoce* . Whefi pQaQfiey and tti 

Grtends saw the faoiil merfwftg from the ^aKe,(thi^|i 

began to wond^ at the featmaeais of Hi^ prepa* 

rations to recdve him, eoid some evea ventured 

to suspect the t»tentii}ii& of the Egysptsaa.comti 

But before any thing could be :detenntaed# 
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A^ObMhBd Madiedftiie ship's side» and in tii« 
4i«tek langaage welcomed him to Egypt. H« 
tlien. invked bim ii^tO'the boat, slleging, that the 
ahallgwis prevented lavger tassels from coming 
ta.3Reoeive hia. Pompey, afler ht(mg tiken an 
affectionate leave of Cornelia, repeating two 
HBsees of Sophocles^ which import, ^ that he 
^'Who.ip-uatthiafireedom to a tyrant, from thai 
tS aioment beooiiies a alave,'' gave hia hand to 
Adbiilas, and atept into the bark, with only two 
attendants of his own* They had now rowed 
from the ship a considerable distance, and as 
during that time- they all kept a profound silence* 
Ponspey, wilUng to b^gin the discourse, accosted 
Septinaus, whose &ce he recollected* ^ Me-» 
f^ tJiinks, i&iend,'' said he, ^' that you and I were 
^ once fdlow-soldiers together." Septiminsgave 
«Mly a nod with his head, without uttering a 
word, or instancing the least dvility. Pompey, 
Hkmht^ took out a paper, on which he had 
sunuled aspeech he intended to make to the 
king, and. began reading it. In this manned 
tliey. approached the shore ; and Comdia, whose 
•Docem had nev^r sufierdd her to lose sight of 
her husband, began to conceive hope, when shd 
perceived the peo{rie on the strand crowding 
down along the coasts, as if anxious to receivef 
lam. But her hopes, were soon destroyed; for 
diat instant, as. ^ompey rose, supportmg him- 
self upoft his freedman's aran^ Septimius stabbed 
him in .the back, and was instantly seconded by 
Ac^Ulas. 

Pompey, perceiving his death inevitable, dis-^ 
posed himself to meet it with decency, and co- 
veiic^ h» fiice with his robe, in silence resigned 
himself to hia fete* At Ibis honid' ught^ €dr<) 



d by Google 



1|8 SOME. 

neiia skdeked so iood as to be Beard on ih(M; 
but the danger, she was in did not allow, t^e ma^ 
rtners time to look on ; tbe^. immediatel)^ act 
satly and the wind proving favonrahie, they for- 
tvnateljr escaped the pursuit .of .the Egyptian 
galleys* » v ^ » 

. Pompey's murdierers having cut oiT.his headf 
caused it to be embalmed, the better to praaerve 
its features, .designing it &r a present to Caesar** 
The body was thrown naked on the strand, and 
abandoned, to every insult* However^ his &itfai» 
fill freedman, Philip, watched it with a fond at^ 
tachment, and when the crowd .was dispersed, he 
washed It in the sea, and perceiving the wreck 
of a fishing*boat, he composed a pile to bum it* 
While thus piously employed, he was accosted 
by an old Roman soldier, who had served under 
Pompey in his youth : " Who art thou," said h^ 
^ that art making these humble preparations for 
^ Pompey *s funeml V* Philip . hairing answered 
that he was one of his freedmen, ^' Alas," re* 
plied the soldier, ^'.permit me . to share .in this 
^ honour : among all the miseries of my exile, it 
^ will be my last sad comfort, that I have beeo^ 
^ able to assist at the funeral of my old com-. 
^ mander, and touch the body of the bravest 
^f general that ever Rome produced*" The^. 
now joined in giving the. corpse the last rites, .and 
coUei;ting the ashes, buried ihera und^a little ri«< 
Ipg earth, scraped together with their hands, overt 
which was afterwards placed the following in- 
scription : << He, whose merits deserve a temple^. 
*.* can tow scarce find a tomb.*" 

* It appears, from the best authorities, that the beaotTAir 
c<}ltii|ia«staiidi9gBeai^tb(»iBp^wbere?0in{)ey metliis fttc^v 
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Such was the melancholy end, and such the' 
mean funeral, of Ppmpey the great : a man who. 
had many opportunities of ei»laving his coun- 
try, but rejected them all with dsdain. He 
was fonder indeed of glory than of power, of 
pnuse than command, and was rather vaiti 
than- Simlntious. His talents in war were 
only inferior to those of Cesar; it was, there- 
fore, his peculiar misfortune to contend with a 
man, in whose presence all other military merit 
test- ite lustre. Whether his aims during the 
last war were more pure than Cesar's, must for 
ever remain doubtful, as they could not be tried 
by the event ; but certain it is, that he frequently 
rejected all o^rs of accommodation, and pluiti>- 
iDg himself on the superior justice of his caUse^ 
biegan to forget the instability of fortune, and tp 
Ytfenace before he possessed the power. But 
^with whflctever mildness he might have conduct- 
ed himself, in case of victory, it was impossible 
he could exceed the moderation which Cesar 
vhowed. Pompey, indeed, is generally consi- 
dered as Hie champion of liberty, and therefore 
the gerierods* s&ok sympathizes in his fate ; but 
<lie faot is, Rome was become too much de- 
praved, and too much sunk in luxury, any longer 
1!0 be Ms tO' preserve its freedom. Its unprin- 
eipled pa^ci«is, and 4ts venal ditizeDfi, were 
4dyi:e pi^-Kfisposed for slavery : the universal re^ 
'Hoeatidn of morals required despolack poit^er to 
curb them: and from this period the Roman 
'tfmf^re cotUd n6t exist without a master. 

And w1uGh4s fttUI4ionoiifcd with his ttame, was noterected 
to his memory, but only appropriated by tbe admirat^ and 
ircgret of ppsrertty toi^p in reraembrancg ^g^eat f^oM* 
ioME.— II. P 
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^rom the death qf Pon^ey to the time mthen \d^ 
guMtue remaned (he Rema of ,the Mmjdrem 

T1$Sf Ibitune of Causar iias been fccHnmeoded t 
but his prudence and abUkiea seem to havtfr 
merited success* At^he head of anf army, Iftt 
would have been vktoriousf in any ^fepufafi(?k> ht 
would have been the first man ; fin* be p oweopadt 
the most tranacciident talents^ and was godded 
on by an insatiable {onbitiony wUph demanded 
the exmnse of thmi alU Havteg g«ip)^ # 
^midete' victoiy ovel' his' riyal^ he r^iM i# 
IKvail himself of it to the utmost^ and topunur 
due last adv^fitage. Hearing y^at PoBipey ^m^ 
ft AmphipoliS) he sent off his tfp^ps bdfiw MW 
fOul thc^ embarked on board a lig^tveflMri, in ot«- 
4ej|r tio ^roBs tbe Hellespont. , In -the. mijA^ of 
,the strait, he fell in with one of Pooai^y's'Gml*' 
mander% at the head of ten sbi^ of war.: Coifff 
Iknew tlMit it was equally in^osslbla foit hta| 
4Mther to fight or f y, and therefi)r^ wirt» ithi^ 
greatest: gallantry, bpce* up to him^ fod emit 
xnanded 1dm to siri>mit* ' Tht othev msjtma^ 
ob(^, awed by jthe terror of 'the y^fS^^j^gim* 
pnA surrendiered ' hlmftJIf and^ his Qeet at ^ 

/rretioii. ' 

From thenpe be ooff^ufd his yoyiie*e to SpbfSr 
Btls, and then to Rhodes; and, suspecting that 
Pompey, who^ had beeH'thwe^ wab fled t(> f>g)Fpfe» 
ihe iimatktf set sM for that kingdon^Mand' at^ 
iliM^9^Mtktt^mi Witili no ii^i% tfiau -fimr 
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^hteisafld .'iikeix. Upon His landbg) die first ac« 
«Minta be received were of Pompejr's misenibld 
^M ;. and soon after, me pf the nrardererg (n^ 
«sn^ Bi^ head and ringf in ord^r, aa he suf^sedf 
to propitiate the conqueror ; but Cssar had tod 
mrtackhuoianitf to be pleased with such an horrid 
ipectacle^-he tumed usnf ^m it with disgust i 
md, after a short pause^ gave yent to his sett^ 
siUKty 91 aJScKidcif iears. He ^hortif after ofw 
^lied a maigiu&ceiit tomb to be-buUtto his nto^ 
waikyr^on ^ spol where he was murdered; tfid 
m^Map^to. be erected near, cbnseciated to Ne« 
aM»iS)4he goddess. who toc^ lieQgeance-on thosii 

fiiAtofpre^s'tfac/inis^iable.. . . r v; 

ulThik Egfptwis having d^kfed to ti$(ihite'tfa< 
iji^la 6£ ft s^pfiantin tepitd toFoaiptfi. cont 
UBiMll ii..deMgii^ of .emanc^nting thetuselvei 
^eUf fibih ^c : Roman iioWer. . Thdf first hei 
ipili^itakie offink^ at Cmar'a cattying the ea& 
s^^vbdone hiin.as he entered the ci^. Ptiot 
liMbs^lhci ^uiu^hv also: trottlwt Um with greai 
^■tsqupeht, apdiegen tttteiaiipted his^ Kfe^^ CiMiv 
JMlwewgy ooniiraJed > his peseiit«ent titt^he had 
lUbfce sufiM0l^|:^topttIUsk this. tntfa^hei^^ and 
ieodidg ffntafe^j. far the legiona iMitU tk 
JBg^pt^ he^.in tbevineaatima,pratendedt».re'> 
yqsiiflrilin&ae^Qafiddtee'iiidseti&g^ itihaisteH . 
siiduag gibiut «^tiertiUDi^ at 

t^e^donf^mkesnf the pbilotophi^rs^ Who were in 
gpsat. siuxnbers at AldxandmA But no sooner 
iarashe joined hfn sufficient body of fikvoea, than 
he chained hia iDeiwei,and dedated that, aa 4 
Hofaian oonisul^ it wns ^ duty ^ settle the 
succession of the Egyptian throne^ 

It should be premised, that at this timd there 
frent two pmcndtrs to the crowp of Egypt: 
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Ptolemy, the acknowledged kmg ; and the cele;;^ 
brated Cleopatra, his* sister) to >hom,:b^. the 
custom of the country, he also was maniedf 
and who, by his father's will, shared jointly m 
the succession* However, not being contented 
with a bare participation of power^ Clec^nitra 
aimed at governing, alone; but being opposed 
in her views by die Roman senate, she wa* 
banished into Syria with Arsinoe, her younger 
sister. Csesar gave her new hc^ies of acquiring^ 
the government, and cited both her and fa^ 
brother to plead their cause before liinu Plioif 
tinus the. young kiog's guardian, rejected the 
proposal, and sent an. army of twoUy thousand 
men to btoiege Alexandria, which was then in 
the possession of the Romans. Cesar hraveljic 
repulsed the enemy for some time ; but finding 
the city of too great an extent to be defended bj 
the fott:e he then commanded, he retired to thf 
palace which commanded the. harbour, wliere 
he purposed to make his stand* Achillas, the 
Egyptian, general, attacked him these with greayt 
Vigoiu*, and endecuroured to noake himself mastel" 
of the fle^t that lay .hefore the palace* C«8ar# 
. towever, too well l^ew the impcotance of those 
ships in the hands of an enemy.;; and ther^ote 
burned them all, in^te of every efibrt to pre^ 
vent him* He next possessed himself of the iait 
of Pharos, the key to^he Alexandrian port ; i^ 
which means he wsis enabled to receive the, sup^ 
l^es which werb sentliim, and to Ixd ;defiance 
to the united force' of the Egyptkms* 

In the mean time Cleopatra, having, heard of 
^he present turn in her favour, judged it the 
^wisest way t6 rely entirely on the dteciision of her 
.9elf-e!cctcd judge^ But no arts, as she justly 
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duHms 'of hbr!. peii%at) toid convtErlvaUcm) wmtt 
itoB botK aeomUiy tf^vitingr ' She iv«s iia«r 
ill tb^ blobm idf ydtithv^xi' efery fditureb^ 
abircd^grao^ frdm thc^ livielf torn oT her tein|iel>,s 
111 the ii&ot^ *efi|;ttginig; address- she jmiied the 
ifaoHrharfi&onlaafi i^icc) ^hith the historians cf 
imr.tibitt CMiipare to the best toned instramteiijU 
ITo'lidght^ii thefie tiatund luxbinplishinentS) she 
Inssessed tt gtekt ^are ^f lesrDhig» ^ad could 

S«e sUi^isce tlothe'ainhaittdprs of seven dif- 
reht naCSoDS trithout ah ItHerpretciv The chief 
dtfficaZiy was Co gu^ admittanct to CsBsar, hel* 
i^iitemies being In posiiesskHi df aD the arenues 
fluit led to the palace. . To effect this, she wen( 
mi lourd a smalh Tessel). and m the evehing» 
landed near the palace^ where, bei^g yn^pt 
spin a ctovetiet, she was cahitxt hy ooc Ajh 
pDlod^s into his- ^erf chamber. ' Her address, 
lit first, pleased hhn ; her wit an4 wderstandfing 
Still &hned the tbmti but- her caresses^ wluch 
were carried beyond the bounds of mnoceiuc^ 
en'tiitei7.brot^€himoTer to her Views* - 
' . While Cleopatra wca thus empiojed, hcpia$t^ 
AMn^ wii« not kll6* \She had found means hf 
the jftsslstance of one G^ymede, her ^nfijbnt| 
^mUieu la^ diversion in &e Egyptian 9Jrmf 
in herfikYour; and soon after^ by^ i^ sudden revo^ 
hitton^ she caused Achillas to be mnrdefed, an4 
Ckuif nijBde to taiie the command in his, steady 
and to carry on the si.e|;e with. greater vigoiir 
(faahbefol?ei; Cssar's idUhgencecpunteracte^ se- 
fteralof his des^tis^ biit at last, having made 
hicns^lf master of a, bridge which jbih^ the isle 
fif Sharos to' the continent, It was found ne-, 
ctMOf to dislodge him* In the heat bt the 
F2 
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tifid ^rUy iambitions iciope. and jsAned thctowt^ 
Iwtants.; but, b^ing maed wicha pftmck, instonOf 
.fled» and spread, a general tervor thraufh. (ke 
firmj* , Qssa^'s utpftost endeanspim lo. rai]i|r>«hift 
iarces wene vain ; the confiision was pastremcd|r^ 
an4. numbers were drowned or put to tbe mwotA^ 
in attempting to escape* In this dilemma iie jre* 
Xired to a ship, in order to reach, the palaccn; 
which was just oppo^te ; but be was no sooner 
.on board) than great numbei^ fioclced. aftor 
him.: upon which, apprehensire of the ship^s 
sinking, he jumped into the sea, and swam two 
jmndred paces to the fleet that lay befiDce the 
palace, holding his own commentaries in his left 
hand above water^ and his coat of mail with his 
teeth. 

'. The Egyptiaiv^ finding their efforts totsk^ 
the palace ineffectual, endeavoured at last to 
get their king out of C9csar*s power, who had 
been secured in the beginning of the dispute* 
For this purpose they practised their customarjr 
arts of dissimuiatioPf professing the sinoerest de^^ 
tm of peace, and only wanting the presence of 
their lawful prince to give a sanction to the 
ti^aty. Cxsar, though aware oi their perfidy^ 
nevertheless concealed his suspicions, iod »d* 
Ibred Ptolemy to join them ; but the instant he 
was set at liberty, ipstead of entering into a 
treaty, he made every effort to give vigour t6 
hostUities. 

After being hemmed in for some tin^ by this 
^ful and insidious ^nen^, Caesar, was at last 
^lieved from his mortifying situation by Mith^ 
ridates Pergamenus, one of his most faithliil pais* 
^sanii whp came with an army to his a »8 i^ anoe> 
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nis general, colfectiiig a i»iiii«xn1s bodf of 
forces in Sjria, nnrch^ into EgTpt) took Pe« 
lottttm) and at last, jooiing CaBsar, a great 
slaughter of the Egyptians ensued; Ptolenijr 
himaelf attenlpting to escape on ixMLrd a iressel 
that was. sailing d[>wn the riTer^ was drowned 
l^ the ^ip's sinking; and Cssar thus became 
master of -aUEgypt, without Airther oppontioiii 
He then appointed Cleopatra, with her younger 
biother, an infant, joint governors, according tci 
ite intaiK of their Other's will, and drove Arst^ 
sioe.with bcr general Ganymede into tNoiish^ 
ment. 

' Having added this to his other successes, Ce- 
sar for a time abandoned every object of am^ 
I^OD to the charms of CJeopoitra* Instead of 
-quitting Egypt to go and quell the remains of 
Pompcy's party, he passed whole nights in feasts, 
and in all the excesses^ of high-wrought hixnry* 
He even resolved to attend the queen up the 
Nile into Ethiopia ; but the brave veterans who 
had long followed his fortune, boldly repro* 
bended bis conduct, and revised to be partners 
In so infiunous an expedition. Thus, at length, 
roused from his lethaigy, he resolved to sacrifice 
love to glory, and to leave Cleopatra, by whom 
fae-liad a son, afterwards named C«sario, in or- 
der to oppose Phamaces, who had made somo 
inroads upon the dominions of Rome in the 
east. 

This prince, who was the son of the great 
MIthndates, amdous to recover his paternal do* 
minions, seized upon Armenia and Colchis, and 
overebme Domitius« who hod been sent against 
him. < Upon Caesar's march, however, to attack 
Wmf Fbamac^s Istxmrsd by all the arts of oti 
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Mi^ tboogh.exsdsperalcil at' his crimes and hlii 
lft|pn|titttdrf a£ first d&sse^fibled; with Uiei4im« 
^UBsAdbHi |)bt ttung. all expeflitioit, lell u^ntbtf 
ftDMoagr iteez^tedij» and la a few-ihoura ob^ 
irinad an) easf; a^d ixtioiplete vicforf* 'Phai^ 
Mces ^ttetiit^tBig tb take refuge in 1iir> titt(liti^ 
wai^ siaip!| .bf one. df bis oii^ .comin&iiddnt t li 
jqat pimbfaincait^foRlia, former tian'iciide; Tlii 
ticla^.majgained with, ftoinueh ease, that C^ 
Bar, In.ivdiling 16 a friend at ftome^ 4^jta^s«€4 
Ihie japidilf of Jiis Conquest ki three ^rcu^ •Fm%' 
vidijvici* . 

> o^Having bestowed tl» gotenuheal of ; Arm^ida 
qpoo . Ariobaezanes,/ that 4»f Judea upon Hftd 
'omha anfl 'Andp%tei*>, and: that'ot Bos^hbraii' 
lipon. Mttbridait^ Caisar embiiiieii}. for It%^ 
If hm: be ^ri^ived aodaer thafi his enetx^eji e<ft]la 
ejfpiieoti butnotbefipfrblus affairs tibem afasduitcijk 
a^uiijcd ;^ina presence* He had beeni^dUrinj^ 
UiabBet»:d^ created consul forfitefearsi 4km& 
filCK0ne jidry and trihUneof ihe people. fbiif tiSbi 
But An^]^, w]» acted as hi^ d<i|Ntt^ it Rbise^- 
to4 filledt^e city with Hoi; and debattclkflrf^ aifidf 
mfUtif.comiftotioBs. ensuedT which nothnig biitr 
tbe oppoHune. arrival ^f Csesar could ha«e 9ff^ 
paasGil* Howeveiv bjr hia mo^ratioii and ho^ 
Quaiitf^ he AooUi lestored ofder ^ « atti by hiS' i&w. 
parti^tjr to. all iiaides, ignduatf^ il^vcd them^ 
into his own. Having thus confirmed hislai«» 
ttotity at homey, he^ pvepared to usatch into^. 
Afncat where Pompef!^ pkrtf had rallied unde£. 
akxpiaahdCsLto,. assisted by Juba^ l^i$ of lAm* 
i&tahia. At this cnsia a mutiny brokib ootia^hiif 
own army« Thoibe > veteran legiona^ wio 1^ 
hitherto coaqoered a& that otosa bdbie Hkmr 
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bc^^aa to ii»m9Ur for not having .reoeiTed tiie 
rewards which they had expected for their past 
services, and to insist upoD their discharge. The 
sedition broke out in the tenth legion, which till 
then had been distinguished by its valour an4 
-attachment to its general. The whole army be-; 
ing infected with a spirit of insubordination^ 
inarched from Cafnpania towards Rome, pillag* 
itig and plundering all the country ii^ their route* 
Cs&s^. immediately ordcired the gates of the city 
to be shut^ %nd such troops as were in readiness 
to defend Uie walls : he then went out alone tq 
meet the mutineers, notwithstanding the repre- 
fii^tstioQ of his friends. Upon coming into the' 
Cs^npus Martius,» where the most tumultuous 
were assembled, he boldly mounted the tribuiUl i 
and, widi a st^rBjair, demanded of the soldiers, 
what they wanted, or who had conducted them 
tJierej A c6nduct so resolute seemed to dis- 
concert the whole band : they began to palH^ 
dieir conduct by com]^aining, that, being worn 
out wit^ fiitigiie, they were, anxious to (^ain a 
discharge^ " Then take youj discharge," ,crie4 
Caesar, wi^h his usual magnanicmty i ^* and whei^ 
** I. shall have, gained new coaquests with other 
f^ trpofs, I pToip^i/se tj^t you : shall be jp^rtakers 
" in the spoilt" So i^uch generosity quite con-: 
Ibunded the seditious ^ ; they- unanimously, en* 
treated his pardon, and eyen off(?ped tp be de-* 
idmat^d tcr obtain it« Caesar for a while seemed 
to continue inflexible, and at last. granted as a 
fiivour what it waa his interest earnestly to de« 
sire ; but the ten^i legbn never recovered his 
ibrmer confidence, which in this instance it had« 
90 grossly abused* ,_ 
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pHrtf ill AfHca, ik o^dei* tb S^t Sd^, llNivtf^ 
ffitttetioiis for the rek^f Ms atmf-td follow ttttr^ 
Aft^r mtof tnoteriifei^S) an* Ae^€<»^'^#cci^M 
6oiffiets, life resolved W list' to e^rtl€ to 4 gcrifetttl 
afetioh. For tKia piirpo^ *6 niiT^fefea ^ <^ df 
7a^8, assmh^ hida^If tfiat Sdpk>^ wdiild icti 
tempt it» reliefi ' Afccbrditirfy, tfc^ laifeF jokiihg 
tnl3i the foiin^ kitt^^yF Ma^t^ia, a<mMed 
^irlth his anhy, And «tiiM»^gfieaV€«sary'liie^ 
16(m«amet6 an efig^fhenf^: (•.vs!k^*s hfUm^ 
iitended falm| ihb enei«iy ivceii^ed a i^mffefj 
^M final'^yeithf^/ wUh little dirtib ]od)i-%Mi^M 
didei Jifi»aftfidP^iN^u8l^iMc^!i^^4»«^ 
tifiSt-, Sd^oy at«eTnt^i% ^ escape by ^g ^iU 
m^h;, MHn ankmgf thciebetnys im 
ithdntAff iof ^1 tli« geviehitt^^t^tliittiiifbiii]!^ 
pM^kyifcabrfcmfeipe^ariHSd/' f - ' " \:' '« -• ••< 
* -TJHi4 ektrnd^dihib^fftani^iv)^^ 
ai^ld «Iate, nor ihfitbrtiihe depi^ U^ 
ttm itto-!AAici ^i^'^'-MtOtf' ^ FRdi^ifii^ 

flih>tlgh'^Mniingf d^ifs^ ihfbMed with. m^^nsIiM 
^ deadlf maiignityi aisd W& ncx# in ifae dlj^ nf 
t7ttca, #10ch he^ HM fo^to kf(i to de^d.^ ^ 
ffi^ve^tit ei^ th^ Appdii^fe^itiie B<Mi^ 
gcivefliihiEJnt, he hadft^nhed the.prtndpil ctiiii^ 
t^ tinchAifiy ahd ctiitkiied a r^uBoh <3f hoi^ 
tag but tli^ lx>wti. - He aecoi^hj^ ass^tiit^ 
mis aenatoi's, and deifianded their ppintoii$ #h^ 
&er they ahbutd defeiid €his 1^ c(ty that tni^6i 
the caiifte ci freedotii. « II?* said he,;«yoA 
^are willing to siA>mtt to Cifeiar, I iniist w:*' 
* quiesce ; but, if y6a are wilBng to hazard thi^ 
^ dangers of defending the hat remaios of fi« 
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^ htstfy l0t me be jroar giodc A&d can y anjoo 
^JUSQ^mtanei^^^riae* Rome im often ner 
5< ^cnFfroi; fv9m l^^ieffcfr calamities th^ tbes^ 
ff «iad th^^we n^^y Hiotive^ to jencourage our 
<^«t|«lipU. %9id9 4m^ dedamji iii oui: qLiiae> 
?f «adi Rpine i^|f {bfim ti^ ypjtf with iDdigf> 
i^iutioetf Witi^ tc^^fieqt to the hazards w^e mnst 
-^muiiK^ilfir^ ^b^ .aboulil they teirify ^ - Ob* 
/f>i(eFreoiir:^QiMy« he> braves emy.dsuigcry and 
.^jOKOQi^tears #Wt ftligmer toj^n^a n^ai^^ndf and 
.^^tnilke Us jcouAitiy wrejU:hed h: %Rd jha}l w« 
.«^-flBrnfle ti^;#itSi^ a #boi!t intenial of ^dn, ii> 
f« a cause so gteiwasi" T^ -speech ^ a^ 
imt a surprisilyg leffect ; hut tbe» ^nti^jusksm.&f 
iibcc^ fioflo ^obsidiagf )ie finW i^ .^vas vai^ ^p^ 
wMmpt^to^mm^m nen to W fr^^t W^ 
iMJlttriilir'fgaiie/to slalrery* I|^ tli^fo^ desii 
•sonic of itts friends to. saye .^b<s)9|s^i««^ by mfh 
suMied othi^r^iN^tMir «i]|iq^£^99$> ^esMiincy ; 
<0hseriing^ H^ fUi U^^imx^Ki Im was.at la#( 
•vktanous. After Ihis^ii^HgcheerfuUyaaiow 
iitts lrieDd%'he€:etired to his .i4Arti^«pW Fhere he 
iMMiired;mtk im|MiibLtaaidisiiikes# t^hifi^^fw, 
to aU his friends* When .h^ came iatp^ Ji^^ he^ 
sdiai^beiv iie kid: iiimsdf dojR^ aild..vith ^sep 
^Mntion i»ad ibr iiooMr tho^ FIi^'b Piajk>sttc 
4^ tin ibimiovtaMly i^ thejJSouij. I|s|ii^o^fi> 
•iMnreter^ to'cbakhji t^^ toi tfcs be«d79( hi# ^m 
1ie< iraa. anehsioprned not .ti» find bi9 rswoni 
i^cfffe^whieh hadiheen iteiticfved by;iW^JCfn^s4^i}. 
rdev^ i I^poiltiasv-€al£og.oiieiif hi»^d0mfatic)La^ 
know what was become of it, and receiving no an- 
'iwery he festimei his ^tuHfies:;. hot some tifHe nf^ 
ter renewed his inquiries aboot 4)is sword* Whevi 
he had done iseading, and perceiving tbieitncK. 
body obeyed Moa^^/^t^ ^^)^^ doipesticks 6n^ 
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ftfier the otHef) atid, with a t^er^ntyfebiV'ft&v «)«^ 
ttianded his sword once more^ His son entiled 
soon aAer, and with teal's beaougiit him, in live 
most humble and affectionate manner, to change 
his resolution ; but, receiving a stern reprtouttd*, 
- he desisted from his persuasions. Itt swoid 
being at length brought him, he appeared tran- 
quil, and cried out, ^ Now am I master of mf- 
^' self." He then took up the book again, wluch 
he read twice oyer, and fell into a piofecmd 
sleep* Upon waking, he called to one of bis 
freedmen, to know if his friends were embarked*, 
or if any thing «yet remained that could begone 
to assure their safety* * The freedman informing 
him that all was quiet, he was ordered agmn ^ 
leave the room; and Cato was no soondr ak»e 
than he stabbed himself: but the woiind not be- 
ing immediately mortal, with a fierceness of i^ 
solution, he tore out his- own bowels, and expired 
with stoical apathy ; tarnishing, by tbia suicide^ 
all his former glbiry ; for much ea»er is it to es- 
cape from life than to bear the presence of iUs 
with fortitude and resignation, qualities which 
Cato evidently wanted. . . 

Thus died Cato ; a man, who, in aU but the 
last acUon of his life *, was one of the most fwilt- 
less charactl|ers recorded in the Roman histcMqF. 
He was severe^ but not crCiei ; . and ready to pa#- 
idon much |;reater faults in others than he covld 
forgive in himself. His haughtiness and auattrity 
seemed rather the effect of principle tbannatufal 

• * As some ext6nttaiioiiofCato^9co9<luct,.th4>ttgb false 
principles ought ndt lo excuse it, it ma^ be aile^ed that the 
jjtoicks, whose tenets he followed, maintained, " thatpife 
f* was only a gift, which might be returned to the dondfy 
«* when the present was no longer grateful/' . 
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pg^g^ipBiy fer BO nwa fms more humaiie to 
Jbis dependitfitsi ot Mter loiied bj tfaoae 9bwx% 
bim. The constancy of his oppondoii to Csfiar 
piocef ded fiom a thorough coDvicdon of the in- 
justice of hi3 cause i and from his own uncoil- 
quefable love of freedono* 

This event terminating the war in Africa, C«- 
^r returned in triumph te Rome ; and, as if be 
had abridged aU his former triumphs cmly to in-^ 
crease the splendour of tVus, the citizens were' 
aatonisihed at the magnificence of the im>cefr* 
sion, and the number of the countries he had 
subdued* It lasted four days : the first was for 
Qai|l, the second for l&gypt, the third for bis 
Tictories in Asia^ and the fourth for that ove» 
Juba in Africa, iiis veterans, covered with scars, 
attaided their triumphant general, crowned with 
laurelst to the capitol* To every one of these be 

S¥e a sum equivalent to about a hundred and 
^ pounds of our money ; double that sum to 
the centurions ; and four times as much to the 
superior officers* The citizens also participated 
in his bounty ; to every one of whom he dis- 
tributed ten bushels of com, ten pounds of oil, 
and a sum of money of the value of about two 
jpounds sterling* After this, he entertained the 
pec^e at above twenty thousand tables, and ex- 
hibited the combat of gladiators, which drew a 
concourse of spectators from every part of Italy. 
The people, intoxicated with the allurements 
pf Measure, and forgetting tliat they were the 
mere gilding of slavery, seemed eager only to 
find out new modes of homage, and unusual 
epithets of adulation* Ca&sar was now created 
by a new title, AHagiBter Mnytnt, or master of 
the morals of the people ; he received the title 
ROME — lu G 
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of Emperor and Father of his Country; his per- 
son was declared sacred ; and, in short, upon 
him alone devolved for life all the great dig- 
nities of the state *• He immediately began 
his reign by repressing vice and encouraging 
virtue. He committed the power of judicature 
to the senators and the knights alone, and by 
many sumptuary laws restrained the scandaloust 
hixuries of the rich. He proposed rewards to 
the parents pf a numerous offspring, and took* 
the most prudent methods of re-peopling the 
city, which had been exhausted by civil broils. 

Having thus settled affairs at Rome, he f^atn 
fbund himself under a necessity of going into 
Spain to oppose an army which had been raised 
there under the two sons of Pompey, ahd La- 
bienus, his former general. He proceeded in thia 
expedition with his usuar celerity, and arrived 
in Spain before the enemy thought him yet de- 
patted from Rome. Cneius and Sextus, Pom- 
pey's sons, profiting by their unhappy father's 
example^ resolved as much as possible to pro- 
tract the war ; so that the first operations of the 
two armies were spent in sieges and fruitless at- 
tempts to surprise each other. Caesar, however, 
after taking many cities from the enemy, and 
pursuing Pompey with unwearied perseverance, 
^ Q at last compelled him to come to a battle 

40. upon the plains of Munda. Pompey drew 

up his men by bresdc of day, upon the de- 

'708. clivity of an hill, with great exactness 

and order.^ Caesar drew up hts men like- 

• As ^ontifex MaxiiRus, or high-pricst, lie set about tc- 
forming the calender, and the regulations he ltet>tblUhed 
art not yet wholly superseded. 
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^se in- the plain below, and, after advancing a 

lUtle way rrom his trenches, ordered them to 
inake a halt, expecting the enemy to come down 
from the hill. This delay made Caesar's sol- 
diers begin to murmur, while Poropey's with full 
vigour poured down upon them, and a dreadful 
conflict ensued. The first shock was so dread- 
.ful, that Cxsar's troops, who had hitherto been 
used to conquer, began to waver. He had often 
fought for glory, but here he fought for life} 
and threw himself several times into the thickest 
of the battle. " What," cried he, " are you go- 
*' ing to surrender your general, who is grown 
" grey in fighting at your- head, to a parcel of 
*' boys ?" The tenth legion, willing to recover 
tlieir general's lost esteem, exerted themselves 
with more than usual bmvery ; and a party of. 
Jiorsc being detached by Labienus from the 
Camp in pursuit of a body of Numidian cavalry, 
Caesur cried aloud, " They are flying." This ; 
cry instantly spread itself through both armies, 
exciting the one as much as it depressed the 
other : now, therefore, the tenth legion pressed 
forward, and a total rout, with desperate valour, 
ensued. Thirty thousand men were killed on 
Pompey*s side, and amongst them was Labienus, 
whom Caesar ordered to be buried with the fu- 
neral honoui's of a general officer. Cneius Pora- 
pey escaped with a few horsemen to the sea-side, 
but finding his passage intercepted by Caesar's 
lieutenant, he was obliged to seek for a retreat 
in an obscure (pavem. There, wounded .and 
destitute of all kinds of succour, he patiently 
awaited the approach of the enemy. He . was 
quickly discovered by some of paesai-'s troops, 
.who presently cut off his head and brought it 
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tD the conqueror. His brother SextuS) faoweirer, 
C(»cealed hhnself so well that he escaped aU 
t>ursuit. 

Oesar having by this decisive battle vair- 
quished all his open enemies, he returned to 
Rome, for the last time, to receive new dig* 
nides and honours, and to enjoy in his own per^ 
ton an accumulation of all the great offices of the 
litate* Still, however, he affected great mo- 
deration in the enjoyment of bis power : he left 
the consuls to be named by the people ; but, as 
he possessed all the authority of the office, it 
from that time began to smk into contempt. 
He enlar^d the number of s^natoi^ also ; but, 
as he had previously destroyed their power, 
OitAT dignity was lost. Having first deprived 
Ihoiie who had borne arms agidnst (jim of all 
means of resistance, he gave them a general 
pardon. He even set up once more the statues 
lof f ompey, which had been thrown down. Ih 
short, if his clemency, his justice, and mo- 
deration^ did not proceed from principle, y^ 
they had all the effects of virtues, as fiu* as the 
fliliAick was concerned. 

The Rottian people at this time having no 
war of any consequence on their hands, Cxsar 
Aet about adorning the city with magnificent 
buildings: he rebuilt Carthage and Corinth^ 
tending colonies to both cities ; he undertook to 
level several mountains in Italy^ to drain the 
Pontine marshes near Romfe, and designed to 
cut through the isthmus bf Peloponnesus. Thus, 
With a mind that could never remain inactive, 
he meditated projects and designs beyond the 
limits of the longest life ; but the greatest of all 
his intended expedition against the Pap. 
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by which he designed to revenge the 
death of Crassus, who having penetrated too4ftr 
into their country, was overthrown, himself 
taken prisoner, and put to death, by having 
adblten gM poured down his throat, as a pu* 
nishment lor his former avarice* From thenc6 
CsMar intended to pass through Hyrcania, and 
enter Scythia along the banks of the Ca8|W) 
sea ; then \o open himself a way through the aK 
most impenetrable forests of Germany into 
Gaul, and so return to Rome* These were th« 
^ms of ambition or giory ; but the jealousy of a 
few individuals destroyed them all. 

The senate, with an adulation which marked 
the deg^ieracy of die times, continued to load 
him with fresh honours, and he i^eceived them 
with equal vanity. They called one of the 
months of the year afker his name ; they stamped 
money with his imi^e ; they ordered his statue 
to be set up in dl the cities of the empire ; they 
Instituted publick sacrifices on his birth-day; 
and talked, even in his life time, of enrolling 
him among the number of their gods. Antony, 
at one of the publick festivals, Ai^ishly ventured 
to offer him a diadem ; but he put it away se* 
veral times, receiving, at eveiy refusal, loud ac- 
clamations from the people. One day, how- 
ever, when the senate ordered him some par- 
ticular honours, he neglected to rise from his 
seat; and from that moment envy began to 
mark him tar destruction. Mankmd are ever 
more prone to take offence at insult than in- 
jury. It began, therefore, to be rumoured, that 
he intended to make himself king; and, though 
in fact he was possessed of the power, the peo- 
^ c<^uld not endure the name* Whether he 
G2 
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really deaigned to assume that empty hofie^ 
must now for ever remain a secret ; Init, when 
informed by those about him of the jealousiin 
of many persons who envied his power, he de« 
clai^d) ^< That he . had rather die once by trea- 
^^ son than to Hve continually in apprehowicm 
*^ of it*" On being advised t^ some tf> beware 
of Brutus, in whom he had for some time re* 
posed the greatest oMifidence, he opened hit 
breast} all scarted with wounds, saying, ^ Can 
^' you think Bmtus canes for such poor pffiage 
^ as this V' and being one night at supper, m 
his friends disputed among themselvea what 
death was easiest, be re^ed, ^^ That which was 
** most sudden, and least eicpected*" Amidst tbii 
confidence and composure, however, a deep^teid 
eonsjuracy was absohitely in agitation aga^t 
him, cimsi^ting of nn less than sixty senatcM^ ( hH 
the head ^ whom were Brutus, whose life C«* 
sar had glared after the battle of Pharaaiia ; add 
Cassius, who \v«s pardoned soc»i after; belh 
pnttbrs for the present year* Brutus always 
I^umed himself 6q bemg descended from thi^ 
Brutus who first gave liyberty to Rome^ Thc^ 
passion for freedom seemed to have been trans-^ 
mitted down to him with the blood of his afi* 
castors. But though he detested tyranny, yet 
he could not forbear loving the tyrant, from 
whom he had received the most signal beliefitii^ 
and who besidf^ was a roan in hitnself to be 
k>ved. HowieVer^ at last patriotism broke all 
the tiefli of private friendship^ and he entered 
into a conspiracy wiiick was to destroy his be< 
nefoctor* CSassttus, on the other faabd, watt im« 
petuous and pioud, and hated Cesar's pbrsc«k 
atiil more. than. his eause* He had oft^ sou^t 
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an flppoftunity of gnilfyiiig hid i^iABkigfc by fts* 
flMsmadon, wfakbtcidk tiwt ntther fh»fii private 
nn^bity than ih»ii publkk Tittueb 

The conftpirators, in order tx> ^yt a Cbloiir of 
jiiMice to their proiceedings, pot off the executioii 
of theii* designs to the ides of March, on which 
€«sar was to be offered the er&wn. The augurs 
had foretold that this day would be &tal to 
hhn: and tiie night preceding he heard his wife 
Calphtunia bBtnanting in her flieep} and being 
awakened^ she confessed to t»in, Qwl she ^^nun- 
ed of his being assatsinat^ te hi^r arms. These 
omens^' in lotne messare, began to chaAg« his 
intention of attending thfe senate that day^ as he 
had des^ned; but one <^the Conspirators com- 
ing in, piwailed upon hint to keep his resdu- 
tkn, by. bantering his superstition, and de« 
scribing the prqaarktions that were tnade for his 
appearsnoe. As he proceeded to the senate^ a 
fltere liastewed to carry him inlbrthatkm of tte 
oonspiiracy, but could not come near him for 
the crowd. ArtenciidDrtMt ^ Oreek philosopher} 
who had disoovered the whole plot, de]ii«i«d 
Um a memorial ; but C«sar ga?e it, with Other 
papers, to one of hrs secTelarie!! withocH fefldingk 
Hav^ at length entttred the senate-house^ 
whfem the eonapnatota were prepared to receive 
Mm, he met ^urina, an augur. Who had ioTe- 
told Iris danger, to whom he said, smiling, 
H Well, ^Mirina^ the ides of March are eone." 
<< Tesr'' reptflSd the augur^ ** but thiey aieoftol 
** yet over." As soon as he had taken his place, 
the consprators came near him uhder pretence 
of saluting him ; and Cimber, who was one of 
tb/tniy approached in a suppliant posture, pre- 
tending to sue for his brother's pardon, who had 
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been banished by his order. AH the cottspirators- 
secondedhim with great earnestness; and Citn- 
ber, seeming to sue with still greater submission^ 
took hold of the bottom of his robe, holding 
him so as to prevent his rising. - This was the 
signal agreed on. Casca, who was behind, 
stabbed him, though slightly, in the shoulder. 
Cxsar instantly turned round, and with the style 
of his tablet, wounded him in the arm. How- 
ever, all the conspirators being now roused, and 
ei^closing him round, he received a second stab 
from an unknown hand in the breast, while Cas- 
shx» wounded him in the face. He still defended 
himself with great vigour, rushing among them, 
and throwing down such as opposed him, till he 
saw Briitus* among the conspirators, who, com* 
ing up, struck his ds^gerinto his thigh. From 
that moment Caesar thought no more of de-* 
fending himself, but looking steadfastly on him, 
exclaimedt " And you too, my son l" Then 
covering his head, and spreading his robe be- 
fore him, in order to fiadl with greater decency,- 
he Slink down at the base of Pompey*s stacne,' 
8^ter receiving three-and-twenty wounds from" 
hands which he vainly supposed had been dis- 
armed by his benefits, or awed by his power. 

Caesar was killed in the fifty-sixth year of his 
age, and. about fourteen years after he began 
the conquest of the world. In his progress and 
in his fate we behold all that can gratify am-' 
bition, and all that can deter tyranny. No 

• Even by tkose who conwder Caesar aa a tyrant, the con-, 
duct of Brutus cannot be excused. Tb'r^ceive favours and 
then to prove ungrateful for them, marks a basen^sft of 
mind that no pubiick virtue can render amiable. 
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power- edu be stfe that i» not Tolmitaiiijr coa^ 
leit^d; and th^ homage is always to be sus- 
pected which is ^d to U8urt>ed authoritf. 

The death of Oseaar produced a crisis in hu- 
man afibirS) which was never known before i 
IlKre vfas no longer any tyrant, and yet VLbertf 
was eaLdtiguished ; Ibr the causes which lia4 
eontributed to its destructian still subsisted to 
prevent its rental. The senate had so oftea 
made an ill use of their power, that the people 
shuddered at the thought of trusting them mth 
it aga&n» In short, a mutual jealousy prcvaSed} 
«Bd patriotism was no more* 

As soon as the conspirators had dispatched 
Ciesar, they began to address theniselyes to the 
senate, in order to vindicate the motives of their 
^iterprise^ and to eaoiite them to join in procmi- 
ing their country's iimedom ; but the universd 
Cfrfdness vtrith which their expostulations wet« 
deceived, soon taught them to fear that their 
ootidoct would find ft w ad^ocates^ and fewer 
supporters* AH the senators, who were not 
ftecd»iplie«s, Bed ; and the people also, bein^ 
now alamled, left ^^eir usual occupations, and 
rah tUmultuodsi|K\t{frough the city; some ac- 
tuated by their %ars^' and others by a desire of 
plunder* Im this istate of confiision, the conspi'- 
rutors 0A\ retired to the capitol, and guarded its 
accesses by a body of gladiators which Brutus 
had in pay. It was in vain they afieged that 
they only struck for freedpm, and had killed a 
tymht who \isurped the rights of mankind : the 
people^ accustomed to luxury and ease^ little 
regarded their professions, dreading more the, 
dangers oC poverty than the-in&my of slavery. 

The fri^dH of the lace dietattr, who had imi^ 
bibed his pripciples and were not warned by his 
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fate» now began to conodve views of ambitioHy 
and to push them under the veil of jus»tice« Of 
this number was Antonyy a man of moderate 
abilities and excessive vices i ambitious of power, 
only because it gave his pleasures, a wider range ; 
but skilled in war, to which be had been trained, 
from his youth. Jle was .consul for this. yeaVf 
and resolved, with Lepidus, a man of a similar 
disposition, to seize this opportunity of gaining 
that power which desar had died for usurping, 
Lepidus, therefore^ took possession of the Forum, 
with a band of soldiers at his devotion; and 
Antony, being consul, was permitted to . coinr 
mand them. Their first step ws^ .to possess 
themselves of aU Cxsar's papers and mcmey^ and 
the next to convene the senate, in order; to deter- 
mine that delicate question, Whether Cs^sar had 
been a legal magistrate, or a tyrannical usurper ; 
and whether those who killed him merited re- 
wards or punishments? There were man]^ 
among them who had received all their promo<^ 
tions from Csesar, and had acquired, lai^e for^ 
tunes in consequence of his appointments ; to 
vote him an usurper, therefore, would be to en- 
danger thqir property ; and yet to declare hin^ 
innocent, might endanger the state. In tliis 
dilemma, they seemed willing to recon^cile exr 
tremes ; wherefore they approved all the acts of 
Caesar, and yet granted a genei^ pardon to the 
conspirators against him. 

This decree was very far from giving Antony 
satisfaction, as it granted security to a numbet* 
of men who were the avowed enemies of tyranny* 
As? however, the senate had ratified all Caesar's 
acts without distinction, he formed a scheme^ 
upon this> of making him rulej when deadi as 
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itnpeiioABly as he had done when livii^. Berng:^ 
as was said, possessed of Cxsar's papers, he so 
&r gained upon his secretary, as to make him 
insert whatever he thought proper. Br these 
means, large sums of money, which Caesar would 
never have bestowed, were said to be distributed 
among the people ; and every man who had any 
seditions designs against the government was 
there sure of finding a gratuity. Things beingf 
in this forwahiness, he demanded that Cxsar's 
funeral obsequies should be performed. Accord- 
ingly, the body being brought forth into the 
Forum with the utmost solemnity, Antony, who 
^hai^ed himself with these last duties of fHend- 
ship, began his operations upon the passions of 
the people by the prevailing motives of private 
itxterest. He first read ta them Caesar's will, in 
which he had left Octavius, his sister's grand-' 
son, his heir, permitting him to take the name 
of Caesar ; and three parts of his private fortune 
Brutus was to inherit in case'of his death. Th^ 
Roman people were left the gardens which he 
had on the other side of the Tiber; and every 
citizen, in particular, was to receive three him- 
dred sesterces. This last bequest not a little 
contributed to rivet the people's affection for 
their late dictator ; they now began to consider 
him as a father, who, not satisfied with doing 
them the greatest good while living, thought of 
benefiting them even after death. As Antony 
continued reading, the multitude began to be 
moved, and sighs and lamentations were heard 
from every quarter. Antony, seeing the au- 
dience favourable to his designs, now began to 
address the assembly in a more pathetick strain ; 
he presented before them Cxsar's bloody robe* 
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$fA dien Haftttfrng m inuigct tvUch to tfawi 
aq^pear^ the bodjr of C«a» aH povcmd wilh 
wdiind% f^ This;' etieci he» >^ dds is till 
« that 18 left of him who iiia» beftkaded h^i tho 
^9QdB> and loved by inanidnd even ta 9damt 
<< tion. This ia he ta ii^Kim «e vowed etei^fil 
^ fidel^, and iidKxie peraoa koth th^ aeaaile ^d 
^ the people GOQcurred to declare aaored. 8e^ 
<' hold now the execution of these vam» i bebflid 
f^ bene the preo&of our gratitude i The braveat 
' ^ of men destpofed: by She moal; uagrateful of 
'^ nuttkind ! He> who showerad doim his b^ier 
f^fitB upon the betrayeis> found hlia death. as the 
^ onlf return I Is there none to vevenge hisc^usel 
^ Is th«Fe none who, mindful of former benefits^ 
^ will show himself now deserving of them? 
¥ YeSf> thefe is one: behold me^ O Jupdter) 
^ thou avenger of the bmve, ready tooiRonr up 
^ VDLj. life on tfak gloiipn. occasfonl And 3FOU9 
^ ye detdes^ protectors of the Roman empire, 
^ accept my solemn vows, fmd favour the oec? 
^.titu^ of my intentions I" The people co^ 
now -no longer contain their iodignation; they 
unaiiimott^y cned out for revenge* The sol-* 
diein wh& had fought un^ir Cxsar burnt, with 
h» body, their cproiiets, and other marks of 
conquest with which he l|ad honoured them- A 
great number of the fiest matrons in the city 
threw in their ornaments also ; till,, at length, 
mge succeeding to sorrow, the multitude r^, 
with flaming brands from the pile, to set fire to 
the conspimtOGs' houses. In this rage^f resent- 
ment, meetmg with one Cinna, w*ora they mis* 
took lor another of the same name who was 
in the con^i>ii»cy, they teire him in pieces. The 
conspii^i^rs .tliemselves, however, being .wtsll 
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HmrMif etattf rqmlied tlMf anltitndc: ; \m 
perotMag: ^» ng« of tiM ^people^ the^. tliougiit 
ft'fi«l(E^to retire from tlie c%. The poputooe, 
bttiiig ttas left to th«mBdire% set no boinds lo 
f^» fiomiw«iid giwdtude. Divine honouiB were 
S^Ntnted to Cfiesavy an akar was erected jon tlie 
pitfce whef« his^body waa bututy wkereaftermrds 
vr«»et*ected a Golnnin, ioaciibadtothefttkorof 
Mb country^ 

It^ themean timey Antoo^) who lad eadted 
•thitt fiatne, i-esoWed t» convert it to lus own ad- 
irantage. Haviiig gMaed tfae.people1.b3r hia zeal 
in Csetiav's causey he next endeavoared to brin^ 
ovei^the aenate, by a seemmg cooceni .for. the 
freedom ol^ the state. He thmfiare ptopoaed io 
reeal Seistas^ Pompey^a onlf reraaining son, 
who >h8ld <»meesddd himaeif in Spain unce the 
death of hta&thev, and to grant him the com- 
mand 9f aU Hie ileeta oi the empire. Hb next 
step to ditir confidence, was the quelMng a sec 
dkiofi' of the people whd rase, to levenge the 
d6a^ of rCaeaaPf aiui patting their leader. Ama- 
thus- to death, wha pretended to be die sen of 
MariQs« After this,' pretending: to ^lead the re- . 
• sentment of the miiltitiide, he demandeda guard 
for the security of his person. The senate grant- 
ed his reqnest ; and, under this pretext, he drew 
nRUid him a body of six diousaBd resohste men, 
attached to his interest,«and ready to execute hb 
Gonmiands^^ Thus he continued every day .mak- 
ing rapid strides to: absolute power ; all the au* 
thorky of government was lodged in hia hands 
and those of his two bcotfaers^ who ^bnured among 
them the consular, tribunitian^ and praetorian 
power. His vo^s to revenge Caisai's death 
seCToed either postposod, or totatty fiirgotten; 

ROMS*— TI. H 
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afld bis onlf aims neeHaed tp be ii> confim^ b«a»- 
self ki that power, which he had thus arlMlf 
4icquired» But an obstacle to his asititioft 
seemed to ari^ fronv'a quarter hi which he least 
expected it. This was from Octavias. Caisa?, 
afterwards sumamed Augustus, by {Which title' 
we shall henceforward, designate him* He waa 
the grand nephew and ad^)ted aofi of Caesar, 
and happened to be at Apollonia when fefe 
luhsmah was sAaui* He was Hien but €%hteen 
years old; and was und^ a course. <rf studf. 
Upon the news of Ceesar's ^eath* howev^, he 
resolved to retum to Rome^ to chum- the inhe- 
ritance, and revenge the £ate of his uncle. In 
Antony he expected to find a zeakms coadjutm*, 
but he was greatly disappointed. Antony, who 
had 'formed oUier designs, gave him but a very 
cold reception ; and instead of granting' him the 
fortune left him by the will, flayed the pejr- 
ment of it upon various pretence^ ho{rin^ ^ 
check his ambition b^ limiting his areumstancea* 
Bat Augustus seems to have inherited, not only 
the wtealth, but the spirit of his uncle: jkistea49 
therefore, of abating his claims, h^ even sold 
his own patrimonial estate, to pay such legacies 
as Cxsar had left; and pardcularly th^ t0 the 
people. By these meahs he gained a degteeof 
popularity, *which his enemies vainly laboured 
to drminish ; ^nd . which, in &ct, nature had 
formed him to acquire* His conversation was 
elegailt and instauatiiig ; his face comely and 
graceftil ; and his SEifection to the late dictator ao 
sincere, -that every peraon was charmed eith^ 
with his piety or his address; But what added 
'Still mfoVe to his interest,* was the name of Ca&sar, 
"vrluibh'he iuldiuBsmne<it.iand^ it; eotfs^uence of 
11 ' . '.-. 
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9Ucb» the feimer foilowters of.hU uocfe vbo^ 
flocked in great nomberft to him* These he 
ma&i^ed with such aft» that, while hp gained 
.their afifectioiis, he never lost their esteem; so 
that Anto&y now began to conceive < a violent 
jealousy for the talents of his young oppooentt 
and oertaii^y. not without reasoD. In short* the 
state was divided. into three distinct factions; 
that of Augustus, who aimed at procuring C«« 
sar*s inberitance, and revenging his death ; that 
of Antony, whose sole view waa to obtain ^ibso- 
lute power ; and that of the conspirators, who. en- 
4eaToured to restore the 'setiate to its former au- 
thority, and thus to re-establish liberty* 
. Antony, being raised by th^ peopJe to the.go- 
vemn»eBtof Cisalpine Gaul, ciMitrary to tlie in- 
clinations of the senate, resolved to enter upon his 
province immediately, and o^)ose^ Brutus, who 
commanded a small body. of troops there, whUe 
his army was yet entire* He accordingly left 
Romet^and marching thither, commanded Brutus 
to depart. Brutus, being unable to oppose 
him, retired with his forces ; but being .pursued 
hy Antony, he was at last besieged in the city of 
.Mutina* 

. Meanwhile. Augustus, who had gained over a 
body of ten thousand mei^ returned to Rome ; 
and being resolved, before . he attempted to 
execute vengeance on tlie conspirators, if pos- 
sible, to diminish the power of Antony, began 
by bringing over the senate to second his designs* 
•In tliis he succeeded, chiefly. by. the credit of 
Cicero, who bad long been iimnical to Anliopy'9 
views* Accordingly, by means of hia groat 
.eloquence, a decree was pasted^ . ordsriog AtV- 
■.toQy.to.r3}ise.the siege ofr. Mutim» .-to ^acunti: 
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Cin^ine Gaol, and to wait \tfae ftrther «Mer» 
o£ the senate upoa liie banks of the Rubicon* 
Aatony treated. the decree with ccmteinpt; and* 
instead of .obeyittgf,- began to profess his displea* 
«are at being hitherto iso submissive* Nothing 
nowi therefore^ .remained for the senates but to 
declare him an^enemj to the state, and to send 
Augustus, with the army^^he* had raked, to curb 
Ids insolence* Augustus was very.jeady to offer 
lus services for this expedition, in order to revenge 
Ids own privBtii injanes, before heimdertoolL those 
of the pablick* The two consuls, tiirtkis and 
-Pansa, joined all their forces ;. and thus ^om* 
l»ned, they marched^ at the head of a nunierv 
0tts aimy,. against Antotty, into Cisalpine GauL 
He, on his.past^ ««» not slow In. opposing 
4hesn* Afbr-one or -two ineffectual c<»ifiict% 
tboth . armies came to ^ -general engagemniit ;. in 
4viuch.Antdoy!Was <defoated,.and :coiopelted(to 
ILp t<i^Lepidus, who coiomanded a^bodyof forces 
<ti Barther -G«ttl.^' This^ viotoryf/lioweveivpra- 
^htt^effects rery diSbrent from the expectations 
idf^t^e ^senate. • The. -two consuls were: mortally 
^i3|inded^ but FansaySprevioo^. to his death, 
calling Augustus to his bed-side, advised. him 
taf^n iwith Antotiy, teliingt himi - that, the senate 
)0&Iy desired to depress both, by opposing them 
t6 each other. The advice of the dying consul 
-madea^eep impressionf en the mind of .Augusr 
4ua : so that, .from > that - time, • he only sought a 

Estexii to brsak witih. the senate. He was wil- 
g, however, to sound them thoroughly,, bo- 
fore he- came to an open rupture; wherefore he 
^sent to demand the consulship, which was re* 
•^ited him. He then thought himself obUged- to 
4teep no measores with -that assembly^ butpri* 
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\a^ eottitQiaf mto a negotiatiori with Antony 
emd Lepidu99 coQCeniing a jiinction of forces* 
fimud themas eager to assist &» ^e senate was 
-to oppose him. Wherefore, upoo being assured 
df t)^ ftsmtance of Augustus upoD their arrival 
in ita^, ihey aooB crossed the Alps, with all 
anoy of sefenteen legions, breathing reviiin^ 
agtttist all their lopponeots* 

The s^Mle w*w began, too late, to perceive 
tiieir error, in darings to disoUige Augustus ; and 
.to atone for it, thejc gave httn the consul* ^ q 
ship, whidi they had so lately refused, $6. 
with powers superior to all law. The 
first use Augusts made of his new authority, 
was to procure a decree for the condeinnatioa of 
Brutus and Cassius ; and, in short, to >JQin his 
forcea with those of Antony and Lepidus. 

The first meeting of these three usurpers of ' 
their country s freed<Hn was: near Mudna, upon 
4k lit^ island of the river Panarus, ih order that 
neither' might be circumvented by the other. 
.LefMus first entered ; and, Ending . ail things 
s^, made the signal for the other two to ap- 
proach* After embracing each othbr, Augustus 
hegan the conference, by thanking Antony for 
Itfs zeal, in putting Decimus Bnitua to tleath; 
who being abandoned by his army, was taken, 
and beheaded by Antony's command. They 
iheo entered t^xm the Ixisiness that lay before 
them, without any retrospection of the past. 
Their canier«af:e lasted for three days ; and, in 
this period, they fixed a division of govemmenty" 
and determined upon the &te of millions. To 
contempkte these men seated, without attend- 
ants, on a desolate island, marking out whole 
titSes and nations for destruction, and yet aoiie 
H3 
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qiueklx be nvoQg^ht in the bravest peof^e ia a 
terf short tkne^ and that the age off^rforickm 
aiid Cato was o»more. The result of tiieir coii- 
i^itnce ivas^ t^tahefsaprenieaiithontf :MK>tiId 
4)e lodged in their Imnds, under the title df the 
Tiiimmratey for the space of Ave years ^ th«t 
Antony should have Gaol ; LcfMus, ^J^ajit^ 
-and ^AiigUBtttS) Africa and the Mediterranean 
^klsnds. As for Italy , and the easteraifxtivkices, 
^ey were^ta' remahi hv common, until UveiP'ge. 
nentl ea«iiiy was entirety snbdned; ^Batthekst 
article of their uiHon deserves exeicfsdon : it wsEs 
ajfrecd, diat all their enemies should be destroy- 
:ed^ of which eadi presented a Hst^^ fo^these 
iwen^ comprised^ not only the' enemies, lint- the 
friends 4if the trimnvirate, . since the partisans of 
^ihr.tnc^ere often foixndanKNtgi the opposers of 
^e mother* Thus Lepidns gavenp }ds'bitithei>~ 
t^aoha <%p the vengeance of his coMeagne-^ An- 
tony ' permitted the proscription of his oncte 
^lAidas ; and Augustus, to hi^ eternal^ hitoiy> 
sacrificed the immortal Cicero. Three hnndred 
senators, and above two thousand knights, w«« 
Included in this hoeriUe prescription ^ their ibr* 
tunes were 'coofscated, and their murdereai «b- 
oiched with the spoil. 'Rome soon felt the e!l\Ms 
'Ofithis infemalxinion : nothing but cries- and-la- 
anentations ' were to:4ie heard through all- the 
^ity« j^one dared to 4«{use entrance to the as- 
atissins, : although he - had no x»tiier^ hopes vi 
safety ^ and thistcsky, that was r once ^elieacrty 
of the world, seenled tiowr reduced >to desolation 
•b^ the detiberate-maiice of an infamous trio* 
:: in this horrid caitiag^, Cicero was <»ie of 
^hOieprindpally 'Sought after*: :For a.^iPiiltohe 
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'wraded tfie mriiee ofiltb{iiirfliier« $ ^and srt Ibr* 
t^wftrd from- his TtiscalBn TiOay tomrdfl the sea* 
-side, wifl¥ an- lotent to ttanspott hmiseif ^vecUfy 
-mst o^ the readi of bis encnues. llwre fitidiog 
a vessel readf, he pvesently- enbarked ; btitthe 
^nds heins^ vdyerse^ and the sea whoUf uneasf 
^D bim^ he was 4)bliged to iand^ and spendtl^ 
-night upon shore. From thenee he vaa Ibreed, 
,by th& ■ tm pwt o mty of hii'aertaAt% (A beard 
mgaitiv hat weary of life> and declaring he was 
resolved to-^ in diat coantrf whidi be had so 
•oflen 'satvedt he soon went ashore^ andproceeded 
^to one of his emm oenntiy seats in theneini^* 
'iieie he slept soundlf 'for seme time^ till las 
'Servants onoe 'more ifoiciUy bote * hint away in % 
'litt6r4owards the ship^ having heard ihat he wn» 
^ursned. The^ were scarcely 'drafted, when 
'the^assassins^rrived^t his house) and^'p e rce i finy 
him to be fled^ pursued him immediately te^ 
-wards theaeat and overtaok ittm in a wood that 
lay near "^ shore* Their leader waa one Fo|il«* 
lius X^MiSy a tribune of ^e armyy whose ^ftr 
Cicero' had iormierty defended and saved. As 
«eon as-fheaoidierB appeared, the servants pre-^ 
-pared^ to defenil^eir master^s life, at the hazaid 
iii thehr-ewn : but Gieero commanded them to 
-set bf m (downr and to tnake no resistance. They 
eut off his head and' his^hands^ retuinmg -with 
"tiiem to Rome) as ^the moat agreei^le present ta 
4hefr'cmel employer. ' Antony^who' was then 
\at Romef received them with- extreme joy,- re-- 
^warded the murderer wi^ a large sum of roo> 
fiey^ ioid placed Cicero's head on therostrumr 
^m whence he had ofteii dedaimed against 
".^nwnny and oppression. Cicero ^was sknn in the 
«iisty4hiffd^year of his age^ but not-\ttitil ha b^d 
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' ««ersr kind* iMbkig cxmldeSLeeiedtlie dkftress 
of mitmj «pon ^seeing the tammta»ti thu» reaiM 
itttely bieM'on de^royitig theniselvds ; lii6>i«de 
l^Mot the for^fioalioAfl, ^retching out his -■ bands 
to the Xanthlans, and conjurkig them to- have 
pity on thenuielves and their cky*; but, iasenst* 
hle to his e:itpostalations9 or their«#ii suSMiigSy 
they rasiwd into the flames with dcsperste ob*^ 
^iinmyy and the whole soon beeame aa;faeap of 
undistiftgukhi^bleruiaaw At this horrid spectade 
BhitQs melted iD«o .tears» offbn&g- a reward to 
eftfj soldier who shotdd bring him a Lycian 
9i&yfis* The nmmber of those whom his huinanit^r 
was able to stve, aaiiMmted to no more than one 
bundred andiifty. - 

Brutus ^aad dassius met once miore attS»rdis# 
and hdd a private conference, in w)»eh thejr 
mutualfy retorted blame on each odier*s coodcicty 
tiU becoming:- warm, tbey both biirst into tesy». 
Tiieir: friends, wlio were standing nt the door^ 
overheard^ the increasinjg^ vehemence of their 
vcKcesy and begiiti to dread the consequences^ * 
^ Favoni<i% ' v^ valued himself upon a cynical 
boldikess, that knew no restrakit, ent^fring the 
inoom with a jest^t calmed their mutual aniimo^ 
tity; Gassiuir Wa^ ready ^enough t^^ibnsig^.hia 
janger, being a man of great abilities,* but of an 
uneven disposi^n. Brutus, on the contrary, was 
idw^ys- perfectly- steady. • An.«eve» gcntleneffik; 
a noble elevatiou of sentiment,: a strength of 
mind over which neither vice nor pleasure could 
have any influence, an- infiexiUe fimfiess in the 
delbnoe of justicfe,^ composed the charnclsr -of- 
that great man«* In ^sdnseqtieace of these ^qoali^ 
lies, he was beloved by hi^ianny, doaii^ft^pQit 
if his friends^ amiadnuyed by ^ good 4 
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AAtt this om&renoet night iBoming' ob,Om« ^ 
iBTited Brotus aixl hit fiiesdft Id an «ttler- 
tamment, where freedom Mid cheerfijlnesa» Ibv 
« while, took place of polkical anxiety, and 
softened the seventy of wisdo^n* . Upon rettringt 
it was, that Brutast according to Plutarcl^ aaw 
a jipeelre in his tent. He was jMtnn^jr wake- 
fid; but espedally now, when opptessed with 
sftich various caie&, he only gave a short tirae^ 
after his nightly repast, to rest; and, w&king 
about midnight, genevMUy read or studied till 
morning. It was in the dead of night, when hit 
&noy was probably heated, and his imagination 
disturbed, that Brutus was thus emplc^ed ift 
reading by a lamp just expiring* On a sudden 
he thought he heaid a noise as if somebody en« 
tered, and kx^ng towards the door he perceived 
it opCD* A gigantjck figure, with a frigfatful 
aipect,' stood before him, and continued to ga«e 
upon him with silent severity. At fost Bnitin 
had Qourage to speak to it : ^ Art thou a diemon 
*^ or ' a tnortal man ; and why comest thou to 
^me?**— .« Brutus," replied the phantom, ** I 
^ am thy evil genius: thou shalt see me again a^ 
** Philippi/'— " Well then," answered Brutus, 
without being decomposed, ^ we shall meet 
^ again." Upon ' which the vision vanished, and 
Brutus, caiyng to his serv^nts^ asked if they had 
seen any thing ; to whi^ they replied ■ in the ne-> 
gatjve, and' he again resumed his stodies. 

As Antony and Augustus were now advanced 
Into Macedonia, Brutus and his colleague soon 
passed over into Thrace, and arrived at the 
4$ity t>f .PMItppi, near which the force$ of the 
ttiomviri - w<ere. post^. All -flMPkind now began 
to regard the approaching armies with teiTor 
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inDi«^€peiided«f|Miti th<eiifee«o^ft liatHe«- Fioiii 
vietoff on tiie oneinde^ they- m%ht <A:p^t litMA 
Almf but from> the' other, a 60<7et«iga witk 
ttnpoMa power.' Bnitttft ih«» the^onfy^ maa^Nrliis 
loolM upon ^these* gi^at tvente ^th caknnsgft 
ani4tranqiii8ltf. Indifferent a» lo^ successv^ adid 
ttH^ed iMrkk ha^ttg dolie' hiai di^^ he^ ftaid ^ to 
one ^f Mb frknds^ ^^ IM gain%hi& vktoty^'l siMill 
^^TeMoreliberty to mjr ooumfy ) if I lotei it^ hf 
<< dybg;^ I shall be<delhreired from «lai/«l7: mjr* 
^setff'i&y coMtitlon is^&ed ^ I run no risk^^'^'* 

Tike repobticaR armf xonaisttd > of "Ibiiricom 
thouraadfbot) and twetfty Ihotisaifd horae^ Tile 
arnif /of 'the> tnornvm- anbountedr ttf an htmdUMi 
thouiBand hot^ - and: thirteen^ thoaftsoid o lioH«% 
Unts prepared -on both 6ide6> they mM and len^ 
camped ncKaif PHilippt, a city npoa the oonfiiMk 
of Thrace^' situated upoa^ a-mounti^^ 'tow«x«h 
the y»esv of which a idkitt ati^etthied ittelfy by a 
gentle ' dectirity, almost -fiftecai leagvfest to- the 
banks of the liter Strymon^ In this pl^n^^ about 
two miles from the town, were tw»!itt)e~hil}a tat 
about a mile- ^stant (torn each other^ defended 
en one side^ by mountsinsy on the-other by^ a 
marsh which communicated with the sea.- It 
was upon these two hills tliat Brutus and Cassius 
fixed their camps s Brutus on the hHl towards 
the north'; Caasius <Mi that towards 'the 8e«Kb<| 
and in the intermecfiate space whieh ^paraieii 
themi theycast up lines and a parapetr ftomone 
hill to the other. . Thus they kept a firm comi- 
munication be(?i^een the two camps,< which mii«- 
tually defended each other. In this comitio*- 
dMms' sitilatioQ they could act as they • thouglit 
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pispeS) nod give tnttle ooilf wben U waft deemed 
•dntntageous to engage. Behind was the sea* 
•which ,&rntshed them with all kinds of provi* 
tions ; and at twelve miles .distance^ the island 
af Thasos, which served than for a genecal ma* 
gazine* The.triumviri) on the other hand* were 
encamped on the plain below» and were oUiged 
|o bring their provisions from fifteen leagues 
distance ; so that it was their interest to has- 
ten an engagement. This they offered several 
times; but the patiiots contented themselves 
with drawing up their .troops at the head of their 
campsy without descending to the phun* Casuusi 
aware of his advantage^ resolved to harass the 
enemf 9 mther than engage them. But Brutus 
hegisming^ to suspect the fidelity of some of 
lus officers) used all his influence to persuade 
Cassias to change his resolution; ^I amlmpap» 
r^ tient)" said he^. ^ to put an end to the mise« 
^ ries of. mankiml> and in -this I have hopes of 
^ succeeding^ whether I fall or conquer*" His 
wishes were soon gratified ; Eor Antonyms soldiers 
havinf^y with great labour, made a road through 
the marsh which lay to the left of Cassuis's 
camp» by that, means opened a communication 
with tbe island of Thasos^ which hy behind him< 
Both armieS} in attempting to possess themselves 
of this road». were drawn, at length* to a general 
engagement ^ in which the . republican leaders 
seemtohave antidpated the worsty and to have 
determined on a voluntary, death in case ,of a 
defeat: ^' We may noW) my friend/' cried 
Casuus» embracing BnituSf ^ boldly &ce tbe 
^ enemy; for either we shall.be' conquerors our* 
^ selves, or be exempt fixmL the fear of those 
^ who are so." 

BOME««--XI« I 
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Anguatus bdng sick, the forces of die trium* 
viri were commanded by Antony aJooe, who 
beg«n the engagement by a vigorouft attack upon* 
the lines of Cassius. ^ BnituS) on the other, side^ 
made a dreadful irruption on the army of Au- 
gustus; and pushed forwards with so much iip- 
petuosity, that he broke them .upon the first 
charge. Having penetrated as &r as the camp» 
and cutting in pieces those who^ were loft for its 
defence, his troops immediately began to ^^im^ 
der ; but in the mean timie the lines of Oi^sius 
were forced^ and his cavalry put to fl^ht* Ereiy 
effort was. made that. courage or prudence coiyid 
dictate, by this unfortunate general, to make his 
in&ntry stand ; but he found it impossible to inr 
spire his timorous army with his own resolution* 
He saw his troops entirely routed, his camp taken^ 
and himself obliged to retire under a little hill 
at son^ distance. Bru^s, who .had gained a^ 
complete, victory, was just returning ^ at this in*^ 
terval with his triumphant army, when he found 
that all was lost on the part of his assoctele ; he 
sent out ^ body of cavalry to bring him news of 
Cassius, who perceiving them advance towards 
him, sent one Titinius, to inform himself whe- 
^er they were friends or enemies* Tidnius soon 
joined this- body, who regeived him with great 
transport, infolding him of their success rlmt 
delaying too long, Cassius began to mistake 
them for what his fears had suggested, -and cry- 
ing out ^ that he had exposed his. dearest ^bnd 
f' to be taken prisoner,"' he retired to lus tent 
with one of his freedmen, named Pindarus) who 
•slew him, and then was never heard of- after. 
Immediately after Titini|is arrived in ^triumph 
with the body of horsemen, but his^ joy wa^aoon 
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tunned into lulgmsh upon 8eeln|^' his *firt6nd.dead 
ki the tent before- him ; Upon which) accusing 
his own delay: as the cause> he punished it with 
felling on his sword. Brutus was hj this time 
informed of the defeat of Cassius, and soon after 
of his death. He seenied scarcely able to re* 
strain the excess of his grief for a man whom h% 
caRed ^'^the last of the Romans." He bathed 
the dead body with his tears, and, telling his 
friends thai he thought Cassius very- happy in 
being beyond the reach of those misftxtunes 
which remained for them to suffer, he ordered 
him ta be privately removed, lest the general 
knowlodgerof his <£eath should dispirit the armjra 
It was, in &ct, this ptecipitiu^ despair of Cmk 
dus which , seems to hare finally and fataU|r 
^imed. the fortune of the day. 

Th^ first care of Brutus, when he becAme the 
sole '^^efleral, was to rally the dispersed troops of 
Caa^is^ add animate therti with fi^sh hQpt% of 
tict0t> As they ImkI lost all they possessed^ fare 
promised each nMOS two thousfind doiani, as a 
recompense for Ins being plundered. This once 
mofti inspired them with new ardour; but Bnv- 
ttts had' not confidence sdfiicient to fiice the ad*> 
versary , who offered him battle the ensuing day. 
His aim Iras' to starve his enemies, who began 
to be inexftr^me want of provisions. But Us 
single opkiloii was over-nded by the rest of lus 
araiy, who now grew ev^ day more confkient 
of their sti^eng^, tod more arrogant in their de^ 
maiidi* He was; therefore, a&r a respite of 
twenty days, obliged to comply with their soli- 
ciMiona to try the ikte of a battle. Both ai*mies 
faenig drawn out, they remained a long while 
dpposiie to each other, without offering to en* 
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gage. It Is sjdd that the getieral hitiiselF half 
lost much 6{ hiB natural ardoar, by the return of 
the spectre the preceding night: however, he 
encouraged his men as much as possible, and 
gave the signal for battle within three hotirs of 
sun-set* As before, be had the advantage where 
he commanded in person ; but his left win^ 
fearing to be taken in flank, stretched itself out 
In order to enlarge its front ; bjr means of which 
it became too weak to stand the shock of the 
enemy* It was there that the army of Brutus 
began to yield; and Antony pushing forwards» 
Arove the republicans so far back as to be Me 
to turn and attack Brutus in the rear* The 
troops which had belonged to Cassins comtnmii^ 
liated their terror to the rest of the -forces, -titU 
at last, the whole army gave way* Bruiutt, stff^ 
rounded by the most valiant of his officers, foii^ht 
Tor a lotfg time with desperate valour. " The so*! 
M Cato fell fighting by his side, as also the bro^ 
ther of Cassius ; so that, at last he was oblt^ 
to yield to necessity^ and fed* In the meaii 
time the two triumviri, now aiisaredof vicMy; 
expressly commanded that the general should 
not escape, for foar he should ren^w the wttH 
Thus die whole bddy of the enemy deemed 
chiefly intent on Brutus alone, and hfe ca|>tiire 
feeemed inevitid)le. In this deplorable eidgence^ 
Lucilius, his frietid, was res^ved, by )hs own 
fleath, to effect the general's safety. Upon per^ 
cfciving a body of Thraclan horse ckhlely ptoa 
'suing Brutus, and just upon the pdint of taking 
him, he boldly threw himself in the-ifmy, teNIn^ 
them that he was Brutus* The Thracians, Ofer» 
joyed with so great a prize, immediately dis^ 
pirtched some of their companions, with tHeimifi 
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^ (heir siiccei»» to lite rnrmf* Upon this^ the 
«ifiwir of tb^ puraott ab^ktisiKi Aikdmy marched 
wt to meet his prison«r9: and to ha^tep hu d^Ubt 
ft insult ius mi^rtunes. Seeing the . Thmciana 
tpproach) he began to pix^pm himaelf fi>r the 
iQteraew; but the faithful Li|cUiu8» advancmg 
witb a cheerful fdr^ " it is not Brutu^" md hoi 
" that is tidcen; forlune has .not yet had the 
'^ power of commiuing so great an outrage upoit 
^ virtyie. As for my life, it i^ well lost in pre^ 
^. aerving hia honour ; take it, for I have deceived 
V yoa*" Amteny) struck with his fidelity, par-r 
doD^. him upon the spot; and from that time 
forward honoured him with his friendship) and 
loaded him with &TO«irs« 
. In the mean time Bratus, with a small num* 
ber of frie^dS) crossing a mukt, and) night 
ciiming on* he sat down under a rock which 
concealed him from the pursuit of the enemy* 
After taking breath for a Uttle time* he cast his 
eyjes up to Heaven, all spangled with stars ; and 
iepcaMied a line Irom Euripides, containing a wish 
to the Gods, ^ That giult should not. pass in 
^ this Ufo without punishmenU" . To. this he 
added another from the same poet: ^ O virtue! 
^ thou empty name, I hai^ .worshipped thee as 
^ a real good, but £nd thou art only the slavt^ 
<f of fodrtjiine." He then called to mind with 
gi^t tenderness^ those whom he had seen 
periahin bat^e, and sent out Sts^tiiips to gain 
some infonna^n of those that remained; but 
be w]^ soon. killed by a party of the enemies' 
home. Bn^us judging very rightly of his fate^ 
now ijesolved to die likewise, and spoke to those 
who stood . round him to lend him their last sad 
apsifitaiK^ None of them, howeveri w<»4d comr 
12 
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pkf with hitf m^laiielkft^ dtnkxOL Vp(3ii tbii^ 
MdsiDg himself up and sli«tch1ng 'om ob^his hmdi^ 
ht spoke to tliem^ with a serene countenance, 
wpagi ^ That he was happjr in the fid^litf of 
« his friends ; happy in the consciousness of fai»^ 
^ dwti rectitude ; and thongh he fell, yet hi* 
^ death- was more glodous than the triuiti|^s of 
^ the enenky, since they were successful in tte 
^ eanse of usurpation, and he <>verthrown in Ibt 
*< defence of virtue.^' He then retired to a little^ 
distance with Strato, who Was his master in ora^ 
tdry, dud entreated him to do him the last oflSc6' 
of friendship ; Strata, however^ expressed his vt^ 
luctance to take upon - y m so shocking an ofGiot ^ 
but being further urged, he averted his face^ 
and presented th& sword's point to Bmtus, wh<» 
threw himself upon it, and immedii^i^if 
^o5' expired. Thus died Brutus, and witb 
. •^^' him aH hopes of liberty in Rome. Tli* 
triumTiri now became irresistible ^ and, though 
Pompey's yoimger son was still aHve^ and at the 
head of a powerful army, y^t, with the united 
forces of the empire ieigainst him,'littte couM be 
expected 4>y his friends orleared by his enemies', 
from the greatest efforts. 

The fii^ csitt of the triunrriri, or mther of 
MAmy and Augustus, for I^epidus had little 
height, was^ after this decisive battle, to punish' 
those ^om they had formcfty marked f» 
VeDgeance* Hortehsias, Drususf and Quintiliiii 
Varus, all men (^the first rank in the comtiloil« 
Woalth, either killed theniselves driW«»«^^ diaui« 
A senator and Ins son were ordered to ^ cast iota 
for theSr lites, but -both refused it; the lktlw# 
¥olumarl9y gave himself up to the exeeutioneri 
sM the son stabbed himself before his face*- Atn^ 
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olbtf begfcd to Itfm th& vilM of butiifldler lib 
death; to.wfaidi Atigmtus repliod$ ^Uhat he 
** would find a grave in the ndtUres chat deyourv 
^ ed him*" But ehiefl)^ the people lameiited la 
aee the head of Bmtiw. scot to Ronet to be 
tbvoim at the.&ot of Ciesar a statue. His aahea, 
Jbowievery wcte seKkt t» las wife Porliaf Calo'a 
daughtoTy who foUowing the example of her 
Ituahand and la&tr» kiUed hecaelf by awallaW. 
m^ hurtimg eoals* I\ is obaervedy thai of all 
tboae wbo had a hand in the death of G»sar» lial 
me died anatund death ; and such is geoerallf 
the ftte of those who csigage ia civil braikf and 
siark themselves out ibr poJUicity* 
. The power of the thumviri beinj^ thus esta^ 
Washed upoa the ruin of the commenvealtb, 
tiiey began to think of ea joying tihat homage to 
arliich they had aspired* Antony went into 
Greece) and spent sonae time at Athens in phi* 
losophick ^joyment. From thence he passed 
over ItxtKx Asta» where all the mmtarchs of the 
£asfe^ who acknowledged the Boman powei> 
come to pay him their obedience; or to court 
his smiles. In this manner he proceeded horn 
kingdom to kingdom, attended by. a crowd of 
aovereigns) exaUing contribtfionsy distributing 
ikvours> and giving away crowns with capti- 
dous insolence* But amcmg all the sovereignly 
of the East, none had such a distinguished place 
In his regard as Cleopatra, the celebrated queen 
of Egypt 

. Having received ordem from Antony to dear 
herself of some slight imputation of infidelity to 
hia cause, she readily oHnplied, equally con* 
idous of her innocence and the power of her 
haiHity* . She ipaa now ia her.tweoity-seventh 
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yeaf) and ccnseqwwtly imfiroiFcd those '«lh»e* 
meifts bf ait» ^icfa, in earftiar age v bad won 
the ilfle^km of €«sar. Her address and wit 
were unrivaHed ; andy though there were some 
women in Rome tiiat were her equals in b^autfi 
none could match her in. the charms of seducing 
conversation. Antony wils in TarsuSy a city df 
, CiHcia, when' Cleopatra was resolved to at^snd 
his court in person. She sailed down the river 
CydnuS) at the mouth of which the city stoodt 
with the most sumptuous pageantry* Ifer galley 
was covered with ^Id, the sails of purple^ largci 
and floating in the wind* The oarsj of silver^ 
kept tune to the sound of flutes and cymbals; 
She herself lay reclined- on a couch spangled 
with stars of gold, and with such ornaments as 
poets and painters had usually ascribed to Venui* 
On each side were boys like Cupids, ^ho fanned 
her by turns ; white- the most beautifiil nymphs, 
dressed like Nereids and Graces, were pbboed at 
proper distances around her. Upon, the .banks 
of the river were kept burning the moat exqnl^ 
site perfumes, while an infinite number of: people 
gazed uijon the sight with a mixture lof deli^ 
and admiration. Antony was instantly captivabnl 
with her beauty; and abandoning busineas te 
satisfy his passion, shoitly- after foUowed herinto 
Egypt. 

While he remained in this country, indulging in 
the most vicious refinements of voluptuous pleac- 
sure, Augustus, who took upon him to lead 
back the veteran troops und settle them in Italy^ 
was assiduously employed in providing for that 
sttbsistoice. He had • promised them lands at 
home, as a recompense for their past sernces'i 
but he oguldiiot fdlfilhis engi^jementfi, wttimit 
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otpdiiig tins former iK^bftttite. Iiro»iUMiueiicc 
of this, miihitiides of womeoy and childreiiy 
whose tender years and innocence esoited uni* 
tersal oompaBsion, <^%' filled die temples and 
Ihe streets with their lamentstions* Numbera of 
husbandmen and shqiherds came to deprecate 
the odnqu^TM^s kitention, or to obtain an habi- 
tation in some odier partof the woild. Amxmg 
tins sad gTonpewas the poet Virgil) to whom man* 
kind are more indebted than to a thousand 
ccmquerors; and who alone of all his neigh« 
bours) obtained the favour of Augastns. 

Italy and Rome now Mt the most eittreme 
miseries: the insolent soldiers f^andered with* 
out nsstraint; while Sextos Pompey^bein^ masted 
«f tiie sesy cut dS all foreign oc»nnninicatk»i, 
and inreinBtited the people's receiving their usual 
ai^pplies df com* To tliese nuschiefo were^added 
the ooti^mencemcnt of ahotber dvil war; Fulviai 
^e wife o£ Antony, who had been left behind 
hisnmt Rome, felt for some time all the*rage of 
jeidoQsy, and resoWedto try every method of 
nechnming her husband from the arms of Cleo* 
patnt. €oi^idering^ a bi-each With Augustus Bi 
liscr<only pnteble means of rousing him from 
iiis lethargy, with the asststance of Lucius he# 
brothiet^in*law, who was then consid^ she begaA 
to sow the seeds of dissehtion* The.pi*etext was* 
&at Antdkiy should have a-shwe-in thediiltri* 
butiqin c# lands as well as Augustus. This prd^ 
dticed some tiegooftatiens between them, and Au^ 
gustus offered to» malce the veterans themselves 
umpires in the ^pute. Lucius refused to ac^ 
quiesce : and, being at the head of more than 
fix legions, mostly composed of such as were 
ia^Kisaessedy he resolved, to enforce his claims* 
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Thus ft.new wv jras dxcitcd betv^ttn. Augustus 
and Antouy ; or* at kast, the generals, of .the 
latter^ acting under the assumed sanction of his 
name* Augustus, however^ was victorious s 
Luicius was constrained to retreat to Periisia, a 
city of Etruria, where he was closely besieged^ 
and at last reduced to such extremity, by &« 
mine* that he came out in peraoni iM^d. dielireisd 
himself up to the meixy of the conqueror. Au* 
guslus received him very honourably., and g^e^^ 
rously. pardoned him and all his Mowers i aftev 
which he returned to R<9ne. -! 

. Antony » who during this internal, was revd- 
ling in all the studied It^uries ptt)6uced for hiia 
by his insidious mistress, having heafd of tho 
&te of his adherents, resolvbdoto-oppiMie Augui^ 
-tus in person* Accordingly Jie .sailed /at sho 
bead of a considerable fleet, from > Alexandria 
to Tyre ; from^ thence, to Cyprus .and Rhodesi 
and had an. interview with Fuivia> his wife^ tft 
Athens* He much censured her aieddling dis^ 
position ; testified the utinost contempt for.her 
person ; and leaving her upon her d<^h«bed» »t 
Sycion, hastened into Italy to fight Augustus* 
They both met at Brundusium ; wad it was ) now 
thought that the flames of a civil. war were.^oiii^ 
to bla^e out afresh j but a negociation being 
proposed, by the activity of Cocceiust .a friend 
to both, a ..reconciliation was at last efiected^^ 
All offences. and affronts wene. mutually fiM^<r 
ven ; and to cement the uaio0». a marriage .was 
coiy^luded between Antony and Octavia. the 
sister of Augustus* A new divimn of the Ro* 
man empire was made between thtem ; Augusr 
tus was to have the command in the West ; An- 
tony in the East i wbiie liepidus was obliged 
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to content luflssdf ultb the provinces in Africa. 
A» ibr Scactns PompeiuS) he wa* permitted to re* 
lain ail the' islands he ah^ady possessed, to^ 
gether with Peloponnesus. It was IftewSse sti- 
pulated- to l«aY« the sea open, and pay the people 
what com was dne out of Sicily « 
' Tlie calm occasioned by this conypromise, 
centtniied for some time : Amtony led his ferbes 
ags^st the ParthiaBs ; over wliom his Ueutenant, 
Vimtadius,hadgatDed«ome advantages. Augus* 
tiis drew the greatest pait of his army into Gaul, 
where there were some disturbances ; and Pom- 
pey Went to attach his newly -ceded province to 
Ids interest* It was in this quarter however that 
fresh motives were given for renewing the wan 
Antony^ who was obliged by treaty^ to q\nt Pe- 
ioporanesnsi, refosed to evacuate it till Pompey 
had satisi^d htm forsuch debts as were due to 
lam from the iahabit«)ts. Pom^y rejecting 
tMs^'pmposal with disdun, immediately fittra 
out a new fleet and renewed his fotmer enter- 
prises;, by cutting off the corn and • provisions 
tiiat were ccmsigned to Italy. Thus the griey* 
-aneeaof the poor were i^ain renewed: and the 
people began to complain, that, instead of three 
grants, theyiwere now oppf^sed by foun 
* Ilk this exigence, Augustus, who had lohg me- 
^^ted the best means of diminishing the num- 
ber, resolvied to begin by getting rid of Pom- 
pey. His ^ first attempt was to invade Sicily; 
but bemg oveitH>wered in his passage by Pompey, 
aad= afterwards -shatt^^ in a storm, he was 
obliged to p6stpone his (ksigns to the ensuing 
year. • Daring tbi» interval, he was reinforced 
by a noble fleet of one hundred and twenty shipsy 
, l^ven hinf by Antony, with which h^ resolved 
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imee mote to inyiide Sisilf oiillii«e'9evsfalqtta(^. 
U^s* But fortaQe seemed still determined to op* 
pose him : he was « second time disabled by a 
stormy whkh so raised the vanity of Pompefi 
that he begtm to style himseif the son of Nep« 
time. Augustus, howetoTy having speedily xeb> 
fitted his &avy, and rocniited h^ forces* gave 
the command of both . to Agrippa^ his jai2i&l 
Mend and assodate in \i^« Agrippa< proired 
himself woAhy of the trust reposed ui him ; and 
A. c. ^'^^ S^^ ^^ adversary a completo and 
. 31. final overthrow*. Thus undone* Fompey 
^ ^ resolved to fly to Antony, from whcm 
Yif' he expected refuge for past services* 
However, a gleam of h<4)e offering, he 
tried GDCt more, at the head of a 9mM .body of 
men, to make himsdf independent^ >and even 
surprised Antimy's lieutenants, who had been 
sent to accept of his submissions $ but being at 
last abandoned by his soldiers, and delivered-nib 
he was put to death ; and in him ended the male 
isfispring of Pompey the Great. 
* This rensoved one very powerful obstacle, to 
the an^ition of Augustus, and stiraukted him 
to hasten the destrucUon of the lest of his «s* 
sociates. I-^epidus soon furnished a sufficient 
pretext for depriving him of his share in the 
triumvimte. Being now at the head of twenty*- 
two legions^ with a strong body of cavatey, kfi 
arainly supposed that his present power was more 
than an equivalent to. the popularity of Au- 
f;ustus; and in consequence, resolved, i^nm 
adding Sicily. |o his province, to which he 
laid claim, as having &st invaded, it* Au^ 
gufitus sent to expostulate upon these proceed- 
ings;, .but JLepidus fiercely replied* f^ That.be 
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f^mm*m^^i^S;vQm til One iMthorit|r»" , A/a^fQaUm 
Ipm^: fffevmsly infenvied. of the. ^kfOBamoa ^ 

akmit (Qrhi|itc«i<ip«: and WiHi pp oth^ wiiateace 
#mrp]i9«l& tew(t0Sf.'«lid Ih^ «i|thoiilir he Ml 

pMf inannk ;(h« wld6en thniHs^ >wbi1 
luftxL iHtb Ihe jn^st dutiful al«cnt]r, whik !*• 
pMlvLS.^sttrted Ump^ W peev^nt Uwiv defecti$»u 
But Atts<i9li% lh*v^h. he ; rae^ei* a wamd 
fir0m -^tn^' oC::th0 ceotitnonsi flew9.>with nmt 
pie9emf€(itt*ai9it to* tito phice wjieie themalfi^f^y 
4m«(sm /wvlTe. iptantedy ^itd flow^M^ one ^d 
ihjemm thtiair^^i^ -the iegwiNlftvjF. poldi^rs fiui 191 
j^i«w4b9 JMidvikittod him «i their geonsUU . Mh 
^Mwh th«u» libidodpQ^ by his mcft* divenied ^mr 
«elf «f ithe badges of his aMtli««ity» and ^nb- 
maaively^ thfeir yttMlfnttihe feet^f Avigyitmi. 
a'fae jbeir ef C«ter de^i^edr h»a <frfkfiS^ too 
JNOoh <t(^.tfth«.hiar4tf^ ttoMfths^uiidipg the ts- 
nteme^tismosA eiJ^.^9ixmj^ hi^.teiw^ hw.of 
ett hi^ fobner po«rerr.«aA hUPished Mn K^ Ci»- 
cemib. Thca^fliiecodSmied lhe:iP#s|ofh^ 
a i&ekndMQ^ objeoi jo£ dasafpG^ 

A«9li9tu».iSiBi»%reliieived» up^H* hid i^mn la 
-fiofiiei^iiliiimycMii/jdy} the aemiMe m^t him 
lift ita^^Sakeai aoiieoedliQled himlo the)CaiMU>l ; 
and, after Iia»ti|^<tftto)fcd4ili^ 
.the peopfty ioTQWEDed Irilh nriaade of flpireny 
i«Midlr/upa»rftHna [to AnU)^ 9pvr 

,«efctgii)eiMk!Biidi[«idedfpd^Mftir> and hwildlirac^ 
uBttd 

ROME*— IZ. 



: oQDduot giMlf.^jtttiiedithe dm^ 
(isiibittaHi lavahvha^^cedQdiaii ifpimti jhi» 
lOKE* — ^iz. & 
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ft AOXB* 

pMted iiiniy bej^'to bb loGt^ «adM «««iitM<ta 
fivtft onif to pl^va^. Reg;afdte«i*«f 'tilfe4MbU 
ne^s of the state, be sp«it "wlMriedaysiind i%tili 
1ft d^e company <if Cleo{Mfi6i99^rhoitcudk$#^Mj|4 
«rt to increase hitf passkmf md nsff^h^ MSm 
ttknintT!^ . I^irw ^omen hate hfeeii "^iWiM 
-eelebra^d'lor ' the srt^bf giiriagi noineliy^ tb^^flb^l 
^efre^and fiMking tt^flei imf^rtanet it%«nio«V%| 
fHing-Qp theian^id patiae*^ of seniual difiglili 
nbe assotned eveiy GHafiK:tet^ aaid al^Mjtt^ fire; 
^ta^bed aon^^i^i^ n^fvel and eaptifadiig;^ AA^ 
tony \ns io xnuch fascsdlUied by her i!fSeb,^tliiit 
he revolted >to enlarge Ms tf^hene «f ilusrai]^ % 
Iptoiting her nuMf of thoM king(iMn» iiMdl 
%etenged'to the iliNt»m:em|4fe. ' lid giive hef 
^al^ PhanfkH9 <)«lo^S3rria aiMT • Cjrprat, "mUara 
great ^part't>f^€liicia, Arabia, atid*J«^ea;-«»{;lft| 
-irhfch he had^no right to beMow, ' but irhkh: he 
pretended to grant in imitfttion of BeMikHi^ 
^This conipHtatlen' of yk» trnd-^Mtf at iast'to^ 
iBAlf exaapM«t)sdJdie RoiiMhs^ while .^gssMRi^ 
•vrith mali«]oi]8 kigienuityv txtokcase t» tmngigtsftm 
all hi« defects. At fength,^ finding thd peopit 
ettlficiently "irritated a^fauMit hun^ hereao&ed'to 
send Oct«na, vho.^ai' then^vt Romey to A» 
tony, as if with a view of reeidiiang* itmr hus- 
band; but in fact, to funysh «r aufideflbtpech 
ctext of'declarikig war againat hiHy aariit expetted 
'«tie would be mixiiaed wilfti JoqiiteiiEpt^ 

Antonf was nam at the <^jx>£ . LeuiOQpoitt, 
revel^ig with hie m^nwoa* JpawiMaT,^ i iifln n .he 
•iieard yiat Octaviahad neacbftd Atina,<«|Mi 
tier journey to* ^ait 'hiiB« CHk tlda oocaalott, 
lOe^Mtttt ^yed oif 'a]|vfaert.«ct8» and m - oug h i 
'Mr tSMatlty^^Xk Hiepafaioiia/ef liflr::io«n» that 
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dei^iag' tot see hcr« He even proceeded to 
jcepadtste keVf ttid to-miny Cleopstnu Ac« 
cMxyag^y^he: nwaenkked tlie peo^e of AlemMiiai 
m the publidi theatret «iiere» under ui alcove of 
mkffStj were placed tivo thrones of goid, one lor 
hnaBeif «d tbe other for Ibe queen. Thcte he 
looted idiha^» dressed like locchus» while CIo»« 
potm sscte be^e.him ctotlied in the omameOlo 
ood ftttribiites of Iaa% the principal deitjrof tlw 
Egyptians* Halving decbored her qneeft of ail 
the countries which he had already bestowed 
upon hei^ ho asoociated C^sariOf her son bf 
CKssf^ as her patina IB the goventmeot; aodlw 
Ae twochildiien, itlnoh he had by her himsdi} 
te gKft the title :of King of Kings, with verf 
exiensivo donMnioas* Oneibliy b goBBmBy tte 
pnrent of many jnore* Ifcsr hmiries and page-;' 
entries irere llienfertt studied, and new mocko' 
«£ proAision' fomid out t no less tiuai nity 
thooaand . pnondw* of ear 'money was lavished 
spoil ode single entettnnnaent; and' it is saidy 
nponrliiis occasion,- that Cleofnitni; diasalfed a; 
peaiiof tf^rtki nfooin vinegar) aild drank k off. 
Vet, anwht aH ttais.ToitqHiioiis profinioiii they 
were neither ofiheni hflfipy* Antony, wo aw 
«ild, #110 in eonatattt prehension o£ behig 
poiMsed^aiid Cloopatm of being forsaken* 
. Tlio losidt efilbrod to his* atster, Augoalaa 
eageily oBDbcaeed, as a .soAoient pravodttieik 
for dedaang war against AsilDny; and .aiviMPod 
iUs istcntnns to .the.senete« Beepsrstiono wette 
ffioordiBgl^ made onrboth sides,: and some at- 
teflspto at mgoeiatiQn took plaoe; but they ter- 
JBJnatod wf increased aaiaMaity. Aatony at last 
;i!OBtiie. inoffementa, bjr onierin||^ 
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GmMius^ inbo -ccnmuBuhn mw BXtnyf to^ nto^A 
vitlKmt delaf into £unipe ;-'wlfite he And Cla>- 
pathi foHowed to SamoB, in otder to prepare 
JbrfflvrfriiiigoiithewaridthingfRir: Hut bis cott» 
dncrirttft tfiidicaknts niixtuce of incoiiwts^iifiiesl 
On tone-flide/'Qll tbe 'kingt 'land' pfmces'^vnl 
B^typt to the Eos^e «esliadOKd0rkto;aeitd faW 
tklK^r kupi^iies boii'jof. men;, pptmsbhty asi^ 
nttttS'; OK tMil6b\htT iidtf^i all the comedtttwi 
dRfactrs,. baffocfBSy tfnid 'nmskiluisijof- Gtcoce? 
^ifere iikewiK tenjdiiied t4^ attBtKlihitni . .Tbtis; 
freqfiitfiitly .whcA^a: ship was thought .ta'^arrivi 
hdea vith^^ sokficoSf mus, and'^itarinmiitoiHr' it 
vai- firmiii' iRih^i filftQd'JiMi « piq^efq and ttwriiteigA 
4iKfain^i7'« {m this Intoiier .tar Itikynneddtti 
flpiite ilicmQpaliUe''pu^ifsts)tfai6.3ciiig« Who att 
tetitt^fhiMt^ndeatfoihBed to f^usiliattAfnvmtKn 
hf tlicab reiilieiUUBiiieuifiiit^ than>tHeir nai^dter.pc^ 
pBrfwlifliiy ;- 'thc- pfbnfaote stivHre ^^ratther ^to ^pihitwn 
MlBf jbf ifelcttfofograo hk* jdiimi^ thaii df ^^t 
flaclExt^ln>hii d^ftncg ; 'iS9 tlitt adms'. tfeise JbeaR0 
li»'aayi{ H: Whtiti mjmm^ii ^waalirfuit tins oma 
^Tijmirip'fafe ai'i#ii&|OF|^^ whtordni tnus dbnixttBfKM 
^:at Iht^.'evh Jaf -ff-4Mqfcrod9 .thtr f^ / -id jslior^ 
hia-bofrt' fiatods amt* bc|j;an« *tiy CvstdUir his. id? 
lBl!e8fe^BI|d10(g^rehim«Ip£brJ6a6> r: :. j.. .:;./' 
.lite ddaf at SitoKiB, arti a flag w i U d s at'Athhfii^ 
was esKtreibdf &v6Qt^Ue /tot^^ 
giiMo^* \ Had Airiii^y :i]im)B^dntefy:fih)Cfffl 
aMa foljr, tii« eretfit might l^kve MmydaOMai^ 
Int he gave his'^fiponente leisure to oMfci^aflBiN^ 
fie and ddibetate prepantions fi>r mr^ wluehr 
ate 'aftemw^soxls tiechirtd' irr'ibriiu * Meanwiiila^ 
Antonf^A foHcfwers vinsre inhrKbd ever to join 
iUky^ vMrigAsit pfoonses of rewards. f hot^ out 
^*iseliey) tlfey^irere .not.yet declar^'^ 
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M mgibj both wks tiMioyht theoMdm ift 
•eadifiess to bef^the war^ with armies suitable 
loifae greatoess of tl^ emftire thef otntcndcd 
for. TheoDftvasibilanfed^allthefctccsoftbe 
least; th« oljier drew afier himall.tbeitieiigth 
ttftkewcstk Antpny's&roeoomposed&bodycf 
4t hiuadrcd thousand foot, and twelve tfaouHOMl 
horse; wfatle lus fleet amountied to five hundred 
ahspa of was* The amy of Angi^stiis mustiend 
hut eighty thousand foot, but equalled hia ad» 
^renwry's in the number of caYalry ; while his 
Aeet was oidy half as numerous as Antony's t 
•tat the sbipi were better .built^ and betfesr 
manned. 

A narfd battle, fixight near Actium» a city 
^J^inssy-at theentnnce of the gtdf ef Aas^t 
•fanciay decided the fiUse. of the Roman .wer^ 
'and drew vit under a single despot. Antony 
4«nged fais dui>s befive the mouthrof the gulfi 
«iid'Ai|gttatus. d«ew up his fleet in dfipoBiticxu 
Neither general awumed any^ fixed station to 
^pammfcM iot but went about from ship to ship, 
wliemtev his* presence was necessary. Im^ ti£^ 
«ieaB time, the two land armies, on oppoaitn 
^ndes of the. i;«tft were drawn.up, mdy asspec* 
jkators of the engagement, and encouraged the 
it s spe c U fc ftirtsj 1^ their shMits.. The 
4)atae beglua on both sides, with . grqat . ^^ : 
ladourt and after aaewimode. The prsws 
i^. their vessels Were armed ^dth b|aaeix points^ 
«nd with these 4hey drove ftirioasly apmst.^ach 
other, in. thb oooflict, the sldps of Antony 
<»me with greater lone,. but those of Augastua 
wmded the shock with, greater dexterity. On 
-AntonjT^s «de the: sterns^, the.ships were raised 
latheihx»ef»lowci^^ fegya whunce Ihr xriarinsis 
K2 
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hi . ihk. t BB ft t fiyr floiai^ ;tane^:.vilh i eq«ig 
■MW'iiji I -aiMi nrkh <littfc wbnuitagfe^ oii eitiwr 
Udc«. iBitt .fll|. «6 ai aliddfiii^ iOfeopate' 4ltt«i> 
iiiiii«d.tii»/finrUuiJB.0f ..tlni ch^^uShfl iBis:raec» 
lyifaytAtoinfitbe togfiBtawnt^atteftdBA fay flixt|» 
Wl$'.^tniek9 periikpB) i^aib the leiToai.ndtiunl t» 
Ikt ist : iMt what sacfSOMed.ther^dieml asuw^ 
menly yn&i to. behold AdtoajR hmsctf toBffm9g 
eeoireftelr, and leaving iui.ifltet at the iiierc|F: 4^ 
laa «|>]^oaent: The eD^ageoBnentf poliwiiiitta»# 
ing) continued with great obstinacy tilt -£«» a 
the efrening ;^VHBDrAiitt;iifr& rteve^.fNutiy it^on* 
elMftned bjrtheiccftidiKtoCjii^rinia^iuriiifft^ 
limaadodt ixf the ^nds^svdr i^6giiilu9#.r«ibh 
li^aed, to Jtte conqiieiQiv Tiie. Jandx fonM wtitt 
|i&B|^ jfdioved.Afac[ exianiaiBifif the Juury:; ;afidraii 
adaBaittpfl)t#ithe'. .dicier <|ritlicMl> stBilupgjli hhiw^ 
«herfbimhd»9:.ifttrAh6battkBiLj ,.: t .i: /. 

,.-] Whea[ii€le0pitra.aeBl,^ti»/ ifttauafdkijAMMif 
fnraifed JbQr»afiv€.cMired>gaik|r ;^atid|9eemlig 
alhi[Hiiriei#f«teinaiBpr.<afttercd it tfitlvM) smast^ 

eeatbindf 10. jsilafit .mAKSt^i. during ^ vfejnb 
ei^rtha6Ugh.;«idig?iatioii>or)stiHi^ heiiMther 
as#,i}<>r:>epohelb^ClaBfiMferai. ijttt inst^itbikkiiitea^ 
fediale aiiBiM^atSi redBfidisdrthenif.^ 
f9nutfpmBafa^9tit4/ J^Ittt{wafie0lui(pth»rdiiM:ti«a 
jtfd»a)<'an|QE9{htt;.iient jKapatched ^M^iti,%» Jiii 
lMMiMtt]ii) Cfkidiast. tii.:liaDduH.{itiiipto/Afl% 
£[0«)f(VBk9lhe' "viit aidU'iifidteei9M9dr:wbbi.htniM^ 
ri»ed in. AG(ka,! where hfeiimtiiiftraied wSfOmf 
Mammam ie:.bis rival.Hil3imtoQfMat^BQ.tnii» 
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lmgcb»;94Mi vtbci ^tmitfmf of hm mtmOh ^ m^ 

^4er te licr aasfaiMMs, whmh imii.uttprir 

alber 9iB|»fto£ :flokiM:4»:. At £9fme4 the wtrf'^kth' 
^akiTt a&d nooiMiMLjpri^eGi^ «f «o|tii|iiiK Imt 
lri»oJk fleet owr th# Mtibms «f 8w mto *i 
Bied Sea»: aad ftf fin^of^ «ti. aiQrla& » aaoUMr 
cf^pfiH hAjMMl 4he i»icil ii»f ftoilK* 80IM ^ 

|i«i»aaiitf>to Imt Qnbc^ ;i.tat; tte ^ i%Fi6iaiui ten- 

imii.lbe^)dtiii^ AbeLiiAtfQdMifd J^'foriiie'iwwr 
tepvQbaUoJswhcn^ cf >4^D(|f»9 Sg3nKr«s«ipi| 
ite «ao|iiMar f or of. obtaiRiiig, bett«r tirsMi 
faMttlttfi' feUv of reMlaMs.; ; U WiC'pm Mi^nA 
ttMift •te.«oii]d;li«Nbl«Md:h«iwtf j»t4ho^xim» 
lirAnttaf I Md ttat 4he ,w« 0OI 7« sniiMMit 

ilMl tfM.««Badld : jidtenQ0t: «t Jib«..fti» of fin^jr^ 
Those »t8 which bad been so.'^UQQcNWl iQlk 

ib«iw» of iMetiaifig^ oar A^g^^Ui* :ThiiSirgi 

lnMMhumU«4».4Mii0 4«flmd no Mwe^tt^iui 
Ita^ Im fife migbl /l»e/»pMedt. ^nd. 410^ Ji^t^ tk§ 
HlMlfe of ^Klftm^^^^ romiiiid^r' of iW«;idajHI i? 
fibsomtf^ r Jo tb8$«^9i««tQ«f4».f4t«wuif fm^ 
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To tlie qttecftti pnbiick pi«|mri| ao aimi«nr«i^ 
^Tven ; to her private oifer -he repliedt^ ^ f*^^([^ 
her aiMirahcei of his fii?oius itt'^ase; «hcf;<«etil 
away 'AMony or put hkn to death. ^ Tkeae mi-^ 
fodadoMocMikI not be kept fvom the knewMfge 

corr^iee now oontrifciBted to he^teiw .-He 
iNiilt as0iall eolikuy hoQee upQUamoleln i^et 
aet, and ^heK sh«t himself >i^ 'shtuming aM 
fcOBUnerae with tnanldiirii 4md pR>feasiQg>.to iwai* 
t«te Ttmoa .the man4iater«^ -Hoi»e!M9v hie. S^ 
rieii^jeali»iisy4rovi&*hHn«[gain inter mmi^^; fe» 
heatiag that'Xleopatpai liadmaivf* secl«t>^«i»^ 
IbfesBGet'witli Ttifrinia, ^n-^mkmiKtp'Bmm J^ 
gHAtisy he^atiittd iipe&'hflaiyt^tfid^tewingf^Mav^ 
him to he orueHy teourged^Keentdbkhk^iaelNi 
hia pBti«iw ^AJt^e same time he eeal* jettera t^ 
him, impoptliig that he -had chaatiaed ITHyvaot 
iir iesvitiiig e imiii<ii» aflMntwiea J^'hut^ arUiial 
hb-ghfe Augiietiiia pei»ik8kAJtb«iieitgt'«4^^ 
% teourgki^ In the aame inani]eiV'fii||Mvehiaa$ 
ABtany*» freedman, who h»A Mtmimm^ hie 
WMGiter^aibrQtfie**'^ '-^* • i* .r «;!-; .vs-il / 
*»^MeaAwiyie the* operaifona' ef the wai^ i^m^M 
•eoniocted with greai spirit^ and.- Egypt ama 
once more the theatre of the coaiteadhig arwei^ 
efRoim. <€kihi%^the Ikhiiaiiitet df AttguMttaj 
to^ P arotenfa m, 'which opened ^the whole cmOk^ 
try to his-inetthdlQtiaJ On the other alde^«jtoi 
«ony, wh&had still eonaidemhle feroes^bf sHt and 
land, endeayoii«ed to .recover tllat-'iaportatit 
place from the ene«ny, byej^ealmg to thei*^ 
gions he had'OBoo'COfBminded^ In the^ahopea 
he approaehed, and exhoned^lhem'to reiH^iahea' 
ibabiofiiierivma'of ida% s 'bttV<UbMoMhM| 
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ail 't&e tfiiinpst& to soitMtj jit Ofticr to biodw* 
itmony^via besag toffd ; iothathewvioliBged 

Afigtdstigs ittmselD was in tht mean tfana ad« 
nttieiiig #ith aao^iMT atmy befiiR Fdnshnu^ 
wliidi tte gpaveinar of <the dtjr^ dtiiertmntiiigi 
arara)s|b'ta Mepd^-«r previously. imCitietei fa^f 
Gfeo|ttKtra<lo ^e ifc up, permUteddnm to^take 
Iinsessioa> of^ ivkhout TeBistahc64 so thtt' Awf 
gutas' homng a6w no obstacle in hit iray toe 
Al«xaiiiki% manbed'thstberfinth ail ezpedidcMi: 
Antmiy» upon his arrival) sallied out to vfppbtm 

thff <8De«l|5li dtatli]^^4»:aii^v..Tlui MightjMit 
i^^alBge .i>nbe itode «evnrciils^*jiqclvu^f ii<^ca<y 
aaiA^ inv d^nsaqnteocfy . Me .detrimAfBd to-.twikA aii 
i«ntiilv. «i<l:fiBhli.«lfii^.bBCb ^ aeat atol: l^^f 
fasbiprci^iclisly. ofiehed toir >%tit) hta iidiirffsasf in 
«bg)a odBibi^. Aii||U|itoft too veJO^kaear .tte 
ioeqpiQlHty.'of tbeii* iHttntiDnsi. to camgtf wi$A 
tins' JM^oemoSr rikterthete&fln.oeolijr.fe^liarfi 
tliKfe-;AaiGpi|r';haft->3ii^s eneafih to. dlCf'bssidcia 
rtogireainbafe--: r> i 'r ♦.... .i-.-. .'. .i .:.. r 

t3»i0^ef«iiiiit«:*befcv#.tlMf day ti^^ntoAfti^.hb 
kvt dchpenitotnttenpt,ri]« tnieifed aL'gniidmteta 
timtoitto bd fNigmtkLi f^ Give mtt gaai iaia^ 
%aid'i80(kl:titoef'»" caiedihitoJbb faOk^^ ^^-h^ 
<f»ait^.Ive to^diiy r/to^aBOrroMr'^ |mfaii{te> . fiA 
*^maf 9erm. annthmr. maaten" . Aifc di^4>rdakr 
ibttaof fi6itJad .theim tBaops iie had> cminiaiivngi 
ttpoiiftvisai^gibuiidriiesrthecity ; fitetwhtbeo 
he JMnt oirden toihttgalleys to eii«;a|^.lihaenei^ 
Theie he wiaiiid to be»' a apettotor i>f lth« oqbi* 
tej iM atfiasi habnd the jsatiafiKslien to. sen 
tefn idvanoe in tS^dtfdoifltlsrfifaut-hiy^jby'waa 
toon temad into isige^ wbaa^ he aawi^ aU«« 
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onlf Mloikig ilso8et>f Aogsstos, aad. bulhifitefe 
unilJD^ together^ and «aifiag back iato. thcr luu%. 
hour ; and, at the same instant, his cavalry also 
deserted him. He tried, bowerer, to load on 
Us in&ntry, which were easiif vanqiaiiahed f .and 
l^e himself oompelled to cetnm inln the tsnm« 
His "rage was now ungovenii^>ie; be could. iio( 
help eiying out in agopy as he passed, that ke' 
was betrayed by Cleopatra: and in &ct theam. 
stispicions were just, for it was hf sec^vt ordean^ 
from the queen, that the fleet had passed cnntt 
tD Augustus* * . . / 

' deopatea had^.fbralOMi^ while, dstdded.^. 
cfifects of Antoo;^^ jtaUMisyg^aod h|«l». .bmM' 
time before^ prepared a method i3fiohfi|Uiog. 
any soddeii inllles it might pradoce* Near f^. 
tenosple oC* Ins rite erected^a biiildiiig^ whicli was 
aBemkDgly.dengned for a sepulchre* Hither slie 
removed all her treasm^,. and . most valuable efr 
^ts, covering them over with, torches, &ggf[«Sf 
SSid other oombostihle mattseri This iwpitlchve. 
she designed to Answer a. double .pi|i|MMi#4<-««A; 
well to screen her from the suddenr yeattatB^gofe 
of Aiftdny, as to make Ait|^tus.iidiev»:tBat 
she vfoold burn all her treasures,, in case he ret( 
losed her proper terms of rapitobtjon*. Uene^i 
therefore, she retired fromi Antang^ present 
fiu7; shutting the gates^ which w4re. fortified 
widi boUs and bars of iron; but. in the iMtii' 
time, gave orders that a report should he fptm|. 
of her death. This news, which s^cm leaehc^ 
Antony, mcadled Jill' his fofnievlloire ahdu leodei^ 
ness* He lamented her deatir walk the same yix^ 
lence with which he had but a & w mioates hefime 
seemed to desireit, ^WrMBfaedmaii,"cxahiinie4 
hpf ^ vhatis there now/wpittliviiig fov;|.sineetiiU 



d by Google 



«»tfliat i»tt)d Nfisth or seft^ my t^res is depart. 
•^ ed ! O Ck^atm, our ciepacttion does not so 
^ Biucfa afflii^t me, as tHe disgrace. I suffer, in 
^ pemittmg f* woman to instnict me in thf 
<*.way»' of.dyiug^" He tben called to one of 
Im ireednief>jwuned Eros, vhom he J)ad enga^- 
^*hfo^ ip kilJ^bUn, whoever fortUDe should 
drive him ^rthis last respurge^ -. flros beii^ 
,eiMKm«nded.to perform hi8r{Trpi)fti^p, this faithful 
Jb^^N<er<dresr the sword, as if going to e^eput^ 
.Ms ordei^ ;, but turmng hia face, plunged it into 
Msown J|09om, and died at. his master's feet 
• tAj^lPPjF for ja while hrnig over his faithful. seP- 
.vftotf in aijent agony ; theft t^ing up the sword, 
iMs^bed himself in the bejiy, and fell backward 
^nacouch* 

Thougl) the wound w;is mortal, yet it did 
not immediately depri?e him of life, and he 
conjured his attendants to finish wha^ he had b^ 
.gun J but they all fled in hprror and affvighti. 
He. therefore continued for some time crying 
tet and WriUiing with pai]:^ till he was informed 
by one of the queen's aecretaries that his mistress 
^as MiU alive. He then earnestly desited to be 
earned to the plaee where she was. They ao- 
cordjaigly brought him to the gate of the aepu)- 
«l»e ; i)ut Cle^^at^a, who would not pei-mit ^ 
to' be opened) appe^ued at the "v^ipdow, and 
thieW down oonds, in order to putt him up* In 
•lUf mtm»s. tstdstedt by her two female attenr 
(ijtitfjroe raised him a^ Moody from the ground^ 
^AAmhJii^f^i suspended in the ah*, h^ continue^ 
iMekfl^ng io^t bis^handa to encourage her* Hav* 
tog Reeled their purpose* they carried hini tp 
acouoh, tan which they gently laid him. Cleo- 
patltr mm |»^. wyj^ h^r soriQWi tearing h^r 
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tfkUfcctt, bea^g; htr btctisitf md •'l(fi9Sin|^''tlie 
<woiitid 0f whtch lie nrrii clfing;' 9li« ^aA^df Qpoii 
triitfftft her l»rd> het IMb«iid) tttr^tiipevi^' ttiSl 
iKem€xl td' have fefgtitteiv her bwn cKftt3«0MS>- 2ft 
%he gfeatneifts <^ 1A»' sliflbrings^ : ' Adtnii^' efl*- 
treated hor to mod<^n^ ihe ^ittAspcfiRil ^ Uet 
igrief, and ^^^ketf* Ibt^ Mne wtne; { <Afl^r )h<»'fal«l 
tfrank; he ^ntreaUJift' €le(ip4tMt>Uo'^ndeAVoitf >^ 
ifireserve hep Ufb, if %hk ctmi do it whli hdAdW \ 
%nd recbhimended Pro^^i^s, cl fMend of Ms- 
%^t(is, as onfe she might Mf oHi to be hftrtsl- 
^roessor. He exhort^ het< not to fanMsnC ftt 
aa^ mtsfortiines^ htkt Hd'cbngmtufaie'' hiitiufWR 
his former felicity i to consider hi^'as otieHHib 
/ had fived the most powerl%il cf ' metl, aAd ^ 1M 
died a Roman death. Soon after he hti£t ddtut 
speakings he expired* l^rocideiti^' now tos^ 
his appearance, by command of Augtistu«y lirho 
liad been informed of Antony's despemte cm* 
duct« Cleopaira, however^ was upon Mer giiardi 
,and wouM 'not confer ^pnffk Pvocuteiife) ekcept 
through the gUte) Which was' veFjr Wtflt ski^Md^ 
4iut Slaving amusefd her by all appearaikse- of le- 
tiring, while one ^f ^is fellow-soldierS keit^ha* 
•in conversatiori, he entered ¥^ two motle'hy 
the window at which Antony hiid fteek^ dra<m 
up, andimiyie^tely ran deWn tt> th^ jgate; -^On 
this, *ohe of the* women crykig out, that tfi«)r 
'WGKr'iAt&i BJhty aeopkVm drew « pOUfoird; ^fttti 
-attempted to stab herself- ; bnt PiMCAciai )pM^ 
VeMing the blow, geMfy t«moilBti«ltw%fi "ttir 
eruelty, in rb^mgid good a Jirl^voft ^iHiBftli 
master' was, the pleasure oi dispIirffnif^lAirsali* 
tneney. Hethtefcreedlhe poftMrd^t^CKf^f 4^ 
liand, and having every thing ^eotit^i»'^f^itt 
16 ^sc^tMiMt h» mMt«»%Mi dKalPlMjiad^ . 
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• Aiigi»tiis was jftxtvemely pleased at fioding 
Cieopatca infais power: he sent Epaphroditus 
to bring her to his palace, and to watch over her 
intbihe: utmost circumspectioa ; at the same time 
eajoining hint to treat her with the respect due 
to .her sBsk* But nothing could reconcile her 
to capti^niy ; and her aggravated ills produced 
a fever^ which she seemed willing to increase* 
Site resolved also to abstain from taking anf 
iioartshment, .under the pretence of a regimen 
neoessavy^ for hec disorder ; but Augustas, being 
m&de acqaainlttd with the. real motive, be^an to 
threaten her, /with regard to her children, in 
ci»e abe should persist. This was the only pu- 
nishsa^t that '. could now. affect her ; and there- 
fare she rcddv^d whatever was prescribed for 
heri«covery. 

In the mean time, Augustus made his entr^ 
into Alexandria.; taking care to mitigate the 
ira^rs o£ the inhabitants, by conversing familiar^ 
as the went along with Areus, the philosopher, 
a nalive of the place* The citizens, however, 
Membled at his approach ; and when he placed 
himself upon the tribunal, they prostrated them- 
•dve&, with their faces to the ground, before 
Mm* Augustus presently ordered them to rise, 
tellings them, that he was induced to pardon 
^iiem-y out of respect for Alexander, wiio was 
the founder of their city ; his admiration of its 
beauty ; and his friendship for Areus, their fel- 
low-citizen. Two only c^particuUr note were 
put to death upon this occasion ; Antony's eldest 
4on Antylius, and Csssario, the son of Julius 
Csesar^ both betrayed into his hands by their 
tespective tutors, who themselves soon afte«p 
jiaiiy sufiered for theit perfidy. The rest «€ 

ROME.— II. L 



d by Google j^^ 



1 10 mome; 

Cleopatra's children were treated fnth great in^ 
diligence^ and as their mother was recovoed 
Irom her late indisposition, he came to visit her 
in person. She received him laying on a conchy 
in a careless manner; and, upon his entering^ 
the apartment, rose up to prostrate toself be« 
fore him. She was dressed in nothing but a 
loose it>be; her hair was dishevelled, her vcMce 
trembling, her comple»on pale,* and her eyes 
red with weeping* Yet, still her natural beauty 
aeemed to gleam through the distresses that sar^ 
rounded her ; and the graces of her motioiH 
and the alluring softness of her lodes, still bore 
testimony to the former power bf her charms. 
Augustus raised her with his usual oompiaiaaikcei 
and desiring her to sit, placed himself beside 
her. Cleopatra had been prepared for tlHS iai 
terview, and made use of every method she cauld 
think of, to propitiate the conquefor* She aU 
temately employed, apologies, Entreaties, and 
allurements, to obtain his &vour, and soften his 
resentment. She talked of Caesar's huraanity to 
those in distress ; she read some of his letters to 
her, iaM of tenderness ; and enlarged upon the 
long intimacy that had passed between them* 
" But of what service,*' cried she, ** are. now all 
" his benefits to me 1 Why could I not die with 
^^ him I Yet he still lives-— methinks I see him 
^ *' still before me^— he revives in you." 

To her arguments, her importunity, and her 
solicitations, Augustus answered with a cold it^ 
difference, scarcely venturing to meet her eyes; 
but when she intimated, as he supposed, a desire 
of life, he was highly pleased, and assured her^ 
that she should be indulged to the height of her 
expectations. He then took leave and di^Muted ; 
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hnagiDifighe'faad recondled her to life, and tfait 
he should have the glofy of leaifing her as a 
captive iit his triumph on his return to Rome : 
but in this he was deceived* CIeopatra» all the 
while, had kept . a correspondence with Dola- 
bdla, a young Roman of high birth, in the 
camp of Augustus; who seems to liave felt 
fceply for her misfortunes* From lum she 
learnt the intendc^is of Augustus^ and that he 
was determined to send her o£F in three days, 
together with her children, to Rome* She now 
saw what was intended for her, and determined 
on death ; but previously entreated permisnon to 
pay her last oUations at Antony's tomb* This 
request being granted her, she crowned the 
Ipmb with garlands of fiowers; and having 
kissed the coffin a thousand times, returned home 
to execute her &tal resolution. She attired her- 
aelf in the most splendid manner ; then feasted 
as usual ; and soon after ordered all but her two 
attendants, Charmion and Iris, to leave the 
ro<»Di* Having previously ordered an asp to be 
secretly conveyed to her in a basket of fruit, she 
sent a letter tp Augustus, informing him of her 
&tal purpose, and desiring to be buried in thei 
same tomb with Antony. Augustus, upon re-: 
ceiving this letter, instantly dispatched mes*i 
sengers to prevent her design, but they arrived 
too late. Upon entering the chamber,, they be-* 
held Cleopatra lying desd upon a gilded couch,; 
arrayed in her royal robes. Near her. Iris, one 
of her faithful attendants,, was stretched lifel^s 
U the feet of her mistress ; and Charmion her- 
self, almost expiring, was settling the diadem 
upon Cleopatra's head* ** Alas V* cried one of 
the. messengers, ." was this well done, Char- 
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" mioa?" — ^'^ Yes," replied she, " it is well done ; 
^ such a death becomts a queen, descended 
*f from a long line of glorious ancestoi*.** On 
pronouncing these, words, she fell down dead t^ 
the side of her beloved mistress. 

There are some circumstances in the death of 
Cleopatra, that interest our afiections, contrary to_ 
the dictates of our reason. She died at the ag®- 
of thirty-nine, after having reigned twenty-two 
years ; and with her ended the monarchy of Egypty 
which had flourished for immemorial ages. 

Augustus was much chagrined at being thus 
deprived of a principal ornament in his intended 
triumph . However, her dying request was com- 
plied with, her body being laid by Antony's, and 
a magnificent funeral prepared for her and her 
two &ithftil attendants. 

Augustus, now become complete master of 
tfae Roman empire, soon after returned to Rem* 
in triumph: where, by sumptuous feasts, and 
magnificent shows, he began t<^obUterate the 
impiessions of his former cruelty j and from 
thenceforward resolved to secure by his cle- 
mency, a throne, the foundations ctf which were 
laid in blood* He was now at the head of the 
most extensive empire that mankind had ever 
beheld. It contained in Europe — Italy, Gaul^ 
Spain, Greece, Illyricum, Dacia, Pannonia, 
Britain, and some part of Germany.*— In Asia, 
ail ' those provinceswhich went under the name 
of Asia Minor; together with Armenia, Syria, 
Judaea, Mesapotamia, and Media. — ^In Africa, 
almost all those parts of it which were then 
supposed habitable ; namely, Egypt, Numidia, 
Mauritania, and Lybia : «the whole comprising 
an extent of between thr^ and four thousand 
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miles in ]eng^9 and half as much in breadd^ 
As to the yearly revenues of the empire, they 
hare been computed to be about forty millioni 
of our money* The number of the citizens 
of Rome at this period, amounted to four mil- 
lions and sixty-three thousand men, women and 
children; and though they had lost their ori- 
ginal character of a fierce spirit of independence, 
tbey^ had certainly gained other qualities that 
tend to render life agreeable, and manners 
amiable. In polite learning they had now made 
a proficiency which has never since been ex- 
celled. Bisides Virgil, Horace, and Ovid, poets 
whose names it is sufficient to mention, Livy, 
the historian, graced this period ; a writer whose 
works are as much superior to those of any 
other historian, as the actions he undertook to 
record were greater. In short, the glories of 
the Augustan age reflect a lustre on human na- 
ture itself; and in the illustrious authors it pro- 
duced, we forget the vices of the government 
and the depravity of inviduals. 
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CHAP. XIV. 



From the Settlement of the Roman Emfiire tmder 
Jugu3tu8f to the Death of 7Ybenu8» 

A C TpR^^ ^^^s period the government of 
l^' J? Rome took a permanent form, and in 
U. C. consequence fewer occurrences presented 
721. themselves for the historian to narrate. 
Commotions, and wars, and political intngues> 
are, indeed, the chief materials of history ; and 
during those intervals in which mankind have 
known most happiness, there is little that de- 
serves to be recorded. Like a level plain, the 
smooth tenour of life exhibits nothing to arrest 
attention. 

The reign of Augustus was most propitious 
to Rome. From the moment he wanted a rival, 
he gave up his cruelty ; and being entirely 
without an opposer, he seemed totally divested 
* of suspicion. By the most masterly strokes of 
policy, he united all interests and reconciled all 
differences ; and in order to lessen envy and 
procure favour, he took care to disguise his new 
despotism under names familiar, and allowed by 
the consUtution he had destroyed. He cUdmed 
to himself the title of Emperor, to" preserve au- 
thority over the army ; he caused himself to be 
created Tribune, to manage the people; and 
Prince of the senate, to govern there. Thus 
uniting in his own person so many different 
powers^ he was also b^rthened with the cares 
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betoDgiog to each ttporalft de|mrtment; and 
while he did the ^atest good to others^ fully 
. gratified his ambition in the discharge of h» 
duty, in this manner the people's interests and 
his ambition seemed to co-operate, and while he 
governed ail, he allowed them to indulge the 
idea that they were governing themselves. 

For this purpose, as he had gained the em- 
pire by his army, he resolved to govern it by 
the senate ; which, though greatly £adlen from 
their ancient splendour, he knew to be most 
capable of wisdom and justice- To these, there- 
fore, he committed the chief power in the ad- 
ministration of his government, while he still 
kept the people and the army steadfast to him 
by donatives, and acts of fevour* By these 
means all the odium of justice fell upon the 
senate, and. all the popularity of panlon was 
scdely his own. 

- After having established this admirable order, 
Augustus found himself agitated by different 
passions ; smd considered a long time whether 
he should keep the empire or restore the people 
to their ancient liberty. The examples of Sylla 
and CaBsar variously operated upon him. He 
reflected that Sylk, who had voluntarily 
quitted the dictatorship, died peaceably in the 
midst of his .enemies ; while Caesar who had 
kept it, was assassinated by his most intimate 
friends. Under these impressions, he discovered 
the disorder of his mind to his two principat 
friends, Agrippa» and Meca&nas. Agrippa, who 
hod assisted in gaining the empire by his valour^ 
advised him to resign it ; but Mecaenas, however, 
was of a contrtiry opinion. This minister, who 
had«^cured so much glory by -his patronage of 
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literaturie» was more an adnib«r of the ua^ul 
than the sptendid virtueS) and was better satisfi- 
ed with what was really beneficial to the people^ 
than what only smoothed their vanity, or flajtter- 
ed them with an empty name* He therefi>re 
entreated Au^stus to consider the advantage of 
his country : he described the emjMre as too 
great and imwieldy to subsist without the most 
vigorous master, and lively to fiiU into pieces, 
if under a variety of rulers* To these he ad- 
ded a dissuasive, perhaps sUil more prevailing ; 
namely, the safety of the emperor, which nothing 
but his present authority could secure. These 
reasons prevailed with Augustus, who seems 
to have been well inclined to preserve that power 
which he had so hardly laboured to obtain, and 
who, in all probability, had only been sounding 
the disposition of his friends. From that time 
Augustus adopted tlie advice of Mecaenas, not 
only in this instance, but on every other occa- 
sion* By the instructions of that great minister^ 
he became gentle, affable, and humane* By his 
advice it was, that he formed a resolution of ne- 
ver being concerned at what was said against 
him ; but at the same time he took care to en- 
courage men of learning, and to cultivate their, 
friendship, who in their turn relieved his most 
anxious hours, and circulated his praise through 
the empire* 

Augustus being now convinced of the attach- 
ment of all orders of the state to his person, was 
determined to impress the people with an idea 
of his magnanimity, in pretending a wish, to re- 
linquish the sovereign power* The consequence 
was, that all unanimously besought him to con-* 
t}nue the goverAmenty with whiQh he cojEnpUed, . 
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fl}^)areBdy rehtctAit, bvft no dodbfi vnth real' 
pieflsure. . The senate, indeed, was so gratified 
with this show of moderation ofi one hand, and 
acquiescence on tte other, that they ordered the 
pay of his ^ard to be doubled, and heaped 
new honours up6n him* Stii], however, he 
assumed the government for no longer a period 
than ten years ; but managed so weH, that hiar 
power was constantly renewed* It was mow 
that the surnanfe of Augustus was legitiQittely 
bestowed on him, while he was confirmed in the 
title of faither of his country, and ' hb person 
declared sacred and intiolable* In ahorli, flattery 
seemed on the rack to find out new mod€» of 
{^easing l^m ; but thottgh he despised- the artt 
of the seiMate, be permitted their homage, wed 
knowing that, among mankind, titles produce « 
respect which enforces authority. 

Upon entering into his tenth constd- ^ q 
ship, the senate, by oath, approved of all 33/ 
his acts, and set him wholly above the 
power of the law«3. They even offemd to swear 
to the observance of not only all the laws he had 
^ade, 1>Ut such as he shouM make for the 
fature s in short, he exercised the most unlimited 
power over the people, without their seeming to 
feel or to know it. 

The accumulation of titles and employments, 
whieh appeared to have devolved on Augustus 
rather than assumed by him, did not in the leatt di- 
minish his assiduity in filling the duties of ^aeh; 
Several very wholesome edicts were piissed by 
his command^ tending to suppress corruption in 
the senate, and licentiousness in the people.- 
He ordained that none should exhibit a Show ^f 
gladiators ^thout orders fr^m (lie s^ate, an# 



d by Google 



lis .MOUB* 

Ihen no ofteier than twice -a year; nor frith 
more than an hundred and twoity at.a tinae*- 
This law was extremdy necessary at so oomipl:' 
a period of the empire ; when whole armies o£ 
these unfortunate men were brought at once 
upon the sts^t and compelled to fight, often ttli: 
half of them were slain* It had been usual also, 
with the kn^hts, and some women of the first 
(MstinctioD, to exhibit themselves as dancers upcHi 
the theatre ; he ordered that not only they, but 
their children and grand-children, should be 
restrained from such exercises for the future*. 
He fined many who had refiised to marry at a» 
certain age ; and rewarded such as had several 
childr^*. He ordered that virgins should not 
be married till twelve years of, age.; and' peit- 
mttted any person to kill an adulterer taken in 
the fiict* He enacted that the senators should 
b» always held in great reverence; adding to 
their putward dignity what he had taken mm 
their real power* He made a law that no man 
should have the freedom of the city without 
^ previous examination into his merit and 
character. He appointed new rules and limits 
to the manumission of slaves : and was himself 
very strict in the observance of them* With 
regard to players, of whom he was very fond, 
he severely examined dieir morals, not allonring 
the least licentiousness in their lives, nor in- 
decency in their actions. Though he encouraged 
the athletick exercises, yet he would not permit 
women to be present «t them ; holding it unbe- 
coming the modesty of the sex, to be spectators 
of these spoits, which were performed by naked 
men* In order to prevent bribery in suing for 
offices, he took considerable sums of money 
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from tlie caodidatesy bj wtj.of pledge ; and IT 
afty indirect practices weie pcovc^ against tbenit 
^7 were oi>liged to forfeit all. Slaves had ^ 
been hitherto disallowed to confess any thii^ 
against their own roasters ; but he abolnhed the 
practice^ and first sold the slave to another, 
•winch, altering the property, his examination 
becaxne free. These, and many other laws, all 
tending to extirpate vice, or deter from crimes, 
^ye the manners of the people another com- 
fdexioR ; so that . the rough character of the 
Roman was now softened into refinement. 

Indeed his own example a good deal tended 
.tohunoanise his fellow-citizens ; for being placed 
ahoTC all equality, he had nothing to fear from 
;c6ndeaeention ; wherefore he was fiuniliar with 
all, and suffered himself to be reprimanded with 
the most pati^t humility* Though he was, by 
the single authority of his station, capable of 
condemmng or acquitting whomsoever he thought 
proper^ yet he gave the laws theic proper course $ 
and even sometimes condescended to plead for 
those he desired to protect. One of his veteran 
toldiers having entreated hts proteation in a law«. 
suit, and Augustus taking little notice of his re« 
quest, desired him to apply to an advoeate — 
**Ahl" replied the soldier, "it was not by 
" proxy that I served you at the battle of Actium/' 
This reply pleased Augustus so much, that he 
pleaded his cause in person, and gained it for 
hitn. He was so afiabie, that he returned the 
salutations of the meanest person. One day a 
person presented him.with a petition, but with so 
much awe, that Augustus was displeased with 
his meanness: "What, friend," cried he, " you 
" Seem afe if you were offering something to ai» 
" elephant, andjiot to a man : — be bolder.'* One 
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i, the Gorman araki^ iwieriifc» Imik 

_ still generally eiowiied^wilii>8iioc^t% 

lans in Spain, wbalflid'pevaitedyiiferv 

Lce quelled by Tlberisi hit ttep-«Qliy 

son-in-law, and •lEiitta Lasnlu Tto 

I, vrha had made -rie^Miilted'eseoreioov 

, vtorie3 of Gauly wewB repressed i^ 

fie Rhetians were* GpiMpiered b^ 

.other of Tiberktf; andthe Besar 

harous nations, mialdngahirnii^oit 

were overthrown by Piyi* TKe 

■ repressed with wore than on# 

irmeniana also were hfowj^t int* 

^n by Caius, his grandson. The 

. Africa, took up arms ; but wem 

the consul, Caius CosSQs, who 

ved the surname df GetoKecis. A 

T also was carried'on against tfe 

nd Pannonmns; wh«, hiwing' cob* 

my of two hundred thoasaiid IdoC^ 

fcousand horse, threatened Rotn» 

'istructbn. Levies wef« tlierefere 

,' with the utmost «xpetiiti«n ; th» 

ps were recalled 'fiom all parts ^ 

[s went to Adolinum, f» tkn 

enience of gWihg his ^dir^cttoiM; 

>ntinuetl nearly three "fcalrs;' bein^ 

lanaged by Tiberitts SM G«rmaniiu 

terof whom gained gwat repisliatioM 

^e iierce and barbsrOiitf 'inVadfirsi 

reduction, Batd, their feadcr^ ktiM 

before the tH banal '-rf^'Rhefhl^atti 

inded how he could dare to revolt 

power of Hotne, the bold barbarian 

hat the Homatis, ;and not hcf, were 

sors; since they" had sent insteabd'dt 

ir. M 
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dayv as ht wm siMfigimv^ithe* trite&yy ixL': j«dgl 
menl^ Mecisna» pe^^ewing' by his tenper tiaM 
be iwas inclined to be. seveni) attempted to speak 
^ biln ; but? not being able to- approach him iom 
the crowd/ be thnew. a ps^r into his lap, oa 
irhich was* wHtteti, ^< Arise, ^oeciitaoRevw'- A»^ 
fustas pead> it withoert; any displeasure,' and Hhk- 
mediatelyv risings pardoned those whom henrai 
disposed to condemn. - But MflHit moist of M 
showed his acquired gi^ataess of noMid^ was his 
treatment c^ Cornelius Cinna, Pompey^'Srsgrand^- 
son. This nobleman had entered into a very 
dangehHis conspiracy against him : but the plot 
was discovered before it was lipe ibr exeeutiotf. 
Augustus, for some time, debated with hims^ 
how to act; but at last his clemency pMxndled ; 
he therefore sent for those who were ^goiltyr and 
lifter reprimanding them, dismissed 4hem»witii» 
oat anj^pther punishments Bat in order-to mortify 
Cinna, he thus addressed iam in-particular**-^^ I 
(' haTe twice given you your life; firsts as a^ 
^ enemy. ; now, as a conspirator : I now give you 
^ the consulship : let us, therefore, be friends ibr 
<^ the future ; and let us only contend in showkigs, 
^ whether my confidence, or your fideli^, skaM 
" be victorious." This generosity, which the em- 
peror veiy happily timed, had s6 good an effect, 
that from that instant, conspiracies ceased to he 
f<M*med against him. 

• During a long reign of forty years, Augustus 
seemed to find his own happiness in that of his 
people, and to study to preserve them in peaiie> 
The wars which were carried on in the distant 
provinces rather aimed at enforcing submission 
than at extending.dominion ; for he had made it 
a rule to carry on no operations in wbich> ambi<- 
tion, and not the safety of the state, ^was conc^ned. 



^ 
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Tke-dmbteittui in Sfdia^ ii4io had'cevaited, ytcm 
iHM<erth«k mice qpMldfll by Tibefiss hit ttep^KMi^ 
A^;ri{ipa iiiB MR*iii>iaWt and •lEiitta Lasnlu Thm 
HkeanaxiA 9iB9f wkm hadnrado ret)efilled eacorttoov 
Ute ite temtories of Gani,* iftere repressed iy^ 
Lottius. The :Kiietiaib were, oonqoered bf 
Bramis. the bvotfaer of Tiberiutf; and the Bes» 
aokl&ilain, haiibatoils ntttidm, mal^i|^ an imij^oit 
intii^ Thracei, wete o^ertbrowh bf ?!«% The 
Sftdans "w^te- repressed with nore than CHitt' 
delesl^; the Armenians also werehnxij^t int* 
doe subjection' bf Caiusy his grandson. The 
GetidiAns; in -Africa, took up arms; iwt were 
SDbdiM^ by the eonsuU Calus Cossns, who 
Ihence ^recdved the surname of 6etnKeos« A 
dangerdin wiu^ aiso was cwried'on lagdhst the 
Balfdstians and Finnonians; whoi, hmng cc^ 
kcled leui army of two hundred thonsoMl Ibe^ 
ind nine thousand horse, threaitened Rome 
hicAf with destraoUon^ Levies were therefore 
miede^'ni Italy widi the mmost expeditiom ; the 
vMeram troops werci recalled '^m Alt ports ^ 
and Augustus went to Aihuinae^, for thtf 
greater convenience of giving h^ ^r^cttcme; 
ThU- war cont»iued ned^ three yeatrsv Mmg 
pnndpallf nittiaged by Tihenws and G«mMn|k 
eus $ the latter <rf whom gained great reputaittcNi 
againik these ' fierce and barbaroim invaJU»*Si; 
isrpon their rediie^n> Bato, thdr leader^ heie§ 
sbinfnoned befbre theiHbunal of O^beftu^ «tt< 
being demanded how he could dare to revolt 
against the power of Rome, the bold barbarian 
repHed, ^th^ the Homaiis, ;and not he, were 
the siggressorsi' itete they' had sent instei^dt 

XOJKX«--H[l. M 
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wives «id bem lo devour tiienu'f.'Bot die 
var «rlMB& wastmbatfirtiilitordiefilfiinftii^Btavsea^ 
during Urn reigiii il*ts .th^ ^hich wn raaismgiA 
bf QuiDtiliits Vsrab ' Tlm.genemlin%Adiiie^*4i|fe. 
tertltomtof tte Gertam; wasMuecid to.Mlo# 
tlMb enetny Ainofig their fiHietts' tsud TnxnheSf 
iHth liis army \n detacliiheiitB ; w hien he wai^ 
^Btifely cut off, - wi€h Ills ^holtjiLftttyi compoms^ 
of ihe elioieerit^ troops of the empire* The 
affliction^ ftom this d^at, seemed to mtk Yerf 
^p upon the mind of Augustiis : he was cAetf 
hecod to cry out, in a time of aaguish, ^Qi^n^ 
^(^tifius .Varus,- reaiHyre rae my leg*oiisr' B<lt 
tfiwdst the lore of his peofde, atod a ^reat thail^ 
0f pcii^ck prosperity^ Augustus was vaot ese»|yt 
fifom.M of^domestick nature** He had marrted 
LInay Htm wife.of Tiberbis Nero^ by theecaisent 
^ her hosbafeK}) at* a^me she vras six asoeiM 
putit with: child* Beiiig air imperious; wOtnaaj 
and eons<^iou» of being belcrved, she controttedi 
hiak'^^r» aft^at her pleasure. 9^t bmdF\^$^ 
9tim ' by her -former ; hu^^aiidf Tiberiifts^ ' ^m 
ehier, whom -the greatly loved; and I>nisu$r 
irho 9HIS bom thteemontlis altei^ she had been^ 
nariled^ %^ Augustus, and who'waa thought to 
iNhWs own SMI. The ^est of i^iese, Tibedtts; 
ufhom he aftevwwda: adtfptedy and who eueceedeil 
Mmmthe empiris, was a good general, but of a* 
suspicious andtoHstteate tempers so tl»t Uiou^ 
he wbs aierviteat^o to Augusms in his fomffn 
Wars^yet he often diaturhed his quiet at hopDO*. 



. * Auf^tvi wa« often heard to ezelaiin, '^ How hwfpf 
« ^oi^i^|iavQ b«cn«;hadl nevec^a.wife orchiMrea I'f 
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Us retttiD framan expeditioa against the '^* C* ' 
.Germans^ leaving Augustus inoonaoiable ^ '^ 
£m: his loss* But his greatest afflidion '^2g,'' 
jras, the conduct of his daugiiter Julia, 
.ifhom be had by Scribonia, his former i?ile» 
This woman, wiiom he had hrst mamed to hb 
nephew Mavcelius, then to his general Agri|ip^^ 
«od after both thdr deaths to Tiberius, set nia 
Abounds to her lewdness : the very court wheio 
her &ther presided, was not ^tempt from her 
debaucheries. He, at first, thoi^ht of putting 
her to death; but, after. some consider* ' 
atioii, he banished her to Pandatana, com- \/'' 
jMMiding that no pertf>n8 diouJd come 
near her, .without his. own permissions. bat bo 
lltrmitted her mother Scribonia to bear bet 
jQom^^mY* ^ Aftenraids wheoeiwc any at timpt e j 
|o. intfnrcede for Juliat hi& dbsm^ wytt, <^ that 
J^ and waler should sooner mule, than ht intk 
)ier>" HomaKtf she had two^sona bf Agrip^ 
H^nod G«u» and Lducius^ from wteoa gsioat «»i 
y«»atisni were formed; but they died wkiA 
ifsaicdgr trrUed at man's estate. Thus.Ao* 

rtus, having in a ge^t measure sundved aM 
jiearast rdatiana»' at length in the 



IfHirtb yearof his age, began to think of aetirnig^ 
ipk.jgoodeamest, from the fotiguflsof state; aw 
^erefor^ constituted Tibeviua Ids successor, m 
^ usual en^^n»ents» However^, he could 
fpt ehttrely forsake the admiustradon of th# 
•tat%.iwhich. habit had mixiBd with he satis^^ 
&ctipnSk; J>ut still continued a ^fatchful guaridiaa 
of its interests, and showed himself to tke last a 
feverof hia peepk* 

* It flat be eirsttpposedthtt he was taken ofF b/poison, 
iBst be should have ;nipi>laiited Tibcrios. 
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hei^Te oi. his.flppooaching ead^ ibr he JOiaiie 
bis wiU» mmI delurered it tb the vestal vfi|^8« 
He theo ^^naniied the census, op nimberfeig 
the peoptef whom he found to amount to to&t 
jmliioDs one hundred and thiity-scven thoa6and» 
/WlMk theBe.oeremonies were performing in the 
Campus. MattiuB} it is said, that an eagle fie# 
tfoiund the emperor several limes, Jsnd dii^clittg 
ibi flight to a i^eighbouricig temple,, perched #ver 
the name of Agiippa; rwhich ^9^by the aogmi 
conceived to portend the death of tiie. emperoib 
shortly afker, having accompanied Tibetiu^ m 
his march into lUfria, as far as BehevealiuOy te 
was then taketi ill. of a diarcfaiea* Rittiiniwft 
Ihsisfarc, iramtbende, he came to N^^ nMr 
€mfm^ snd ^finding ^himael£ dflDgerouHip iSt,'^ 
Mtt &r Tibeiia% vith the leatof his i^M^flMl^ 
«Mte ftaonds^aad. ttcquaiaiahco*. He dii-nit 
MOtiaveiflilg to.bid«i|^.wn JvapefS^ r to wrti ff k 
Iwitoosxtinced that Ub end «as atinnd,. pati^Mif 
anaited ill ^anTaU. A ^btm hona JbdPora^liil 
4a«tfti, lie or^essd a iogkiBgi^piasstfl^ ba4iMM%ii% 
mJL hm hair tabs adjusibod x^nh ktme 4hafl4ii«al 
ttare... Hetheii;«ddneaaad his ftiead% whom ^ 
hcteid somanditigi his. bed, iBbd ^deiicad *m 
JmoWfjrhcthei: he. had proiietif>Iif«d.hiB'pail 
in Mf^ : ito yxtddsk bdi^ aaswrcted la the affir^na^ 
live, he cKiod,<otit, arith his latthiaath, ^^ Th^ 
f'give m&Tour appkuose ;" and ihus, ia iki 
•eveoQr-flixth year of his age, after reigninf 
r j^^ p fi)rty*one, . he expiiad in the attns ^ 
1 14. ' Liida, bidding lier remea^r thejr aMU% 
riage, and finweL 
The death of the emperor, when hpoaoy aaiiaed 
y^eap^reasihle gfki throi^gi^^t t^e whole JKoniai^ 
empire; and hia funeral .was performed, wiidigraat 
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«ii«%ed, €neof the tfkpt^n^Pwim^pMIUBf 
it^m his wSR in ijbi^ AJMbi'Wooi^ wlici^ciu ht 
Shade Ta)ei%wdiid Uviains hcb^; and ^dwC 
IMa, mui iat€ii4s« ^di^i^Minto the hSISmtmn0f^ 
(Ad' hommi^ widt tfie "nxmc of AtigcMu He 

Enr 'cxMMldenifale te^e»te matiypmate pev^ 
IS, to the pr«toKa& guAfdi, to die legkAuy 
lK^li«r8, Old to ril the cMsens of Rome. 

Ajuiwi^ his 'Writtfi^ wete 'foviftd 'dliecdoii4 
to Tiherms, for governing; the empife»' Frain 
^e^ it appeared to be bis o{nnioii, ^that ixo 
nutn, how great a iivoilHCe soerer he laight be, 
tiKMM he intmsted ivMi too tnaeh' mithorit^ 
lest it should induce him m turn tjrrant; and 
timt none shoidd d&sire «i^enlar|e the erapiR^ 
#hteh was alieady presorted with difficnltf •" 
Thus he seemed studKMis of seh^ng Us coimtrjr 
to tite very last, and the sorrow of the peoph^ 
seemed equal to his asudidty. it was decree^ 
that ail the women should mourn for Mm m 
^thole'year. Temples were' ereeted to 1dm; 
^Kvine honours were aBowed him ; aad oni 
MmncTicus Attieu^ a senator, wi8ing to convert 
4ie adulatiod of the limes to h» own benefit^ 
Kecehred a large sum of money, for swearing 
tfiat he saw him ascending into hearen. 
' Such were the honours paid to Augustus) 
whose power i)egan in the alaugltiter, and ter< 
iiitiu^dlnitie happiness of his subjects ; so that 
km» said ^f himi "^ t^at it had heen good for 
maiddiKl if he had hever been bom, ortf he hid 
libver 4kA*^ He gave the government an air 
suited to the dh^KMttioB of the times; he in« 
dttlged his subjects in ^die pride of seeing the'ap- 
peftrance of « reptMiek, wtdle he really mMie 
Hiern teppy in the. eAois efa molt 
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§xstmiM9nt m i mumtmkmi : i^Actihrcfmtitm 

OfitM^ikM^«ii«)lfc^iwi^ /ISM 

Ims pfme vdiisb tm. sii)bje«^.«n|cQN^ 
im aibsMfltwAifii may k^ A^$!tif:mmt^c^Jm 
Uft nMeittim pd9if^.t and jrfmil t^jnoMcilbft^M 
&is reig% ilif gredleat pf^ of |xiaA)mA MM 

i^j^C. iflflMpeliy «i4 Ml perfect tiaiynoDy . frith 
n74a. .:eaclioAer*> This w«0 tb$ tioie in ii!kWi 
. . nwr Sni^Mmv Jestit €fari»t) oMneintoriibt 
$mMf ^ nnlBeii 9iom'i4»p]i» renMti9» laf.ttfi 
«aH <tf God, Md f^v^ nw. sa^ctims tp ifai 
pmptiQi of «v^^ Immait viijC^c^ hf toowni^ 
lUBiflew He ifusjiom ki Judcn^ki .4io «e«Mi 
h«mtred iaiid fi^MSecond ye%r of RpoHb, jM 
t#tn^-iilUi of the rei^ lof Aogostii^ aai 'm 
dio fbur tfaoiisfftKl md thM feur (tf the iumMk 
iicQMdbig 'to Afao^eoiiotiofi eoYKip^^^ 
: MgiMtUii left .hi»^9iiccei4or in poeteaeioa .irf 
finet .pQpnl«Eat)r, tod il^ jhi^pf. enipii^d bm^ lie 
Immediate^ imind meens tp Hijm^.his popil^ 
|M(it3r» ^bfdaitoing -w a deb|,. tliKt hMiagt 
wiitth his .pt-edeoe$0er was williog to/fecei^jee 
ai favour: .and siibverted tiMS bai^^ineaa. ^tbe 
eropmy by aaaHjng a disi^tiMQ betirem tiie 
w^te of tte:pniKe:t^ilhe|>6eple9 % . ::«ir 
r The finst db^t^i^ 1 iberiwi;s,^i|ifiic»aii 

•4^^- wheahelutflie:tQ:tf)e«pi|]j^iwaaAgl9ppiii 
%. b. Poa^^aiv^ 1^ i^M iMa4 ^ly: :r<DM0N 
'7^. ' ittgaQsn ^f the ge^end ofithat!»|»ie».*r 
Jtiitay^iight^ii of j^Uig^iteB-- ThiB ^oifl^ 
kavmg beeii gui^f of jalmj^ inwuluviieiir ^«f»l^ 
bibHilied:lE»f AagttHM iol» . Aie iataiMl ^ of Wmt: 
M4i>|Jiintl nea iSiwr. oiMeMl Iqr Hie m^i^ 
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the "particular appoiDleiMMf. iMi: 
iMiii jpiiiDiyjiftir rtm lafali^^ lh%.i 
j9.,^< fix? tteipeople «ii;9«MraV th^rttemadli 

iNp. , Bftry egj^M^pfeflie tUfte ipajwitthitmim -rf 

fm^. WKbtoTi^eitel/alwei nd^.at^lR' 
^ttie» lie.twik <ai<t>» ^aUta daapilii i—ilirn.w» -m 
]Mrj»4t th<iuglit .^t liQ/wlslicdrtD^be cMnevvftcd 
tent Om l»iLfiif atteiidkig to m tamh dqtf, and 
tet :te jnU Miy: ij»(kaG0d rftir ttodcrlake ity la 
Mftapdismisb williLtlis ^Mrai of the Milit^ Mi 
for the good of the pc<^* fafiict^ te kii 

iiur fift3N$ix.^e9ni 0Mi# liMM: J» had aol ttomal 
h6im% aU ati»nM 1o ah^ fainsctf ia.iria j 
UdoiiCi.. In IheJbegiitfOii^ o£.biartig%! 
iwjsv ti»hi9^ ap|WMie4kat|nMfeticey t 
|p4:filam^M^».o Heiillerljr Dcgacted many of 
^lm^Bek.gfe9i,Pfimt&, and tillaa of boQaw- -wWnli 
wi^i^ 99i&^f!M9l^ affensi hm bjr the senate' lie 
trolubHad .lfa»r Arecting statues to faimf but ^qnn 
oc^HtaiB . Qco^bnS) UmI ahac^itelyiflarbade.ithBir . 
9Fosf8lttpi>iiig.hiilftSfradeity»; When they Jdirera4 
lac. spftSir.lO' obey: all the. /OcdiMBices whkh itt 
injr fme be:ivii|^:esMl£t» her^efaacked tbw ^ie 
adutatifm*:.bX.(;ri)sel7vi]ig^ ^^.that all suMonar; 
Ihuq^ .^w^ee. mitatie and j^accOjam, ^and the 
hii^lier) he. wsui. raised^ Ids state ^va& only, the 
mtx» aaiposed to dangtrJ? . lle..«ssuiMed also 
ai& appei(miM:e..^i groat ^RtieDce 'and. msderatioa 
li|Wf» all Mcwoos ; fociw^g leaaait that sone 
l^drsQOS'hM. ^Q^en ftU b^ith pf./fai|n Aod<lgii 
it^vfae. 9ho\red..iio. iroswitrMart^ ^wk 
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WAm «oiiie|^lP««|ioniMI Iiiiiil»le4%i 
^•Imenma^ hid twmmm^' ht tridi iilii|;iilitioa 

tie«r« tet nvwR* ^)t«f * Mi ll»eiu"* H»Mbmi4(p 

fkmts, Md piMdL reooH $ lie fotiisliad dlidMteit 
wmMotmy md e««to |irolitt)it«i ImNikig, bf #af «f 
iKhitntioiK He was vMyvli^imt in «iinM«8dfi|( 
Mbbeite and sediiittis, aoi cmiied joitioe to te 
duty «id ^vegolttrlf admlmalcl^ througlMQt 
every pwt of Italy, la shcnt, the eomdiene^ 
■ittit of ^ift r^gn ir«8 soefa a totue of de«p4«iit 
decdti tiiat he nuuie evelpy one the dttpeofii* 
a&dnlioii of goodness* • 

The anceeas of. Qeftmskwt^ h^'wefer, «Mi 
btm^ia bin natnmi dii^t'C'oicions to lig^t, Mi 
daoov««d tbe MaitfDity of kb fn^id imMiai* 
diagmoi He was >sei»cely iveii settled • «ti Idi 
tlwonBy when he recelwd ^intettgence that Uitf 
legiotu in Pannonift, .beuitig of the dsiirti' «f 
ili^gusta% and > desirdufc>^^f novdt^f Htd^ «^ 
¥oited; bat tbbse were soon qmeted, uid Fwp^ 
ccnoins their leaiiet* slain. A cotiiiHiDtion iK 
Germany w$a 'Mended irith niuch mote im«^ 
' portttit ooiiseqiiences* The legions in tSiat piit 
of the empire vtte conducted by GerwMtftiettar 
the scm of Ikusus,' iate biother of Tiberiits^« 
youth of this most adminMe qtiaHtieBi and^^iitai 
had been, .al the iate emperor's request, '^defMd} 
in orderrto succdadto the empire. The legiofitf 
under his cmnmsind had taicen the ofrptrtanity 
of his absence to nevidt, and now bcridly begM 
to affirm that the Roman empire was in Mr 
^ft,ias its principal grandeur wasow^-'to tiMI 
sttdceas^f iheir amis. Wherefimi when <^el^?• 
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dboote. Iiifli eoifieiQr^ Thw-feiiend.was th« 
(lpiMig;p£ ^e.«Q|citfti»» afid mig^t with wry tit« 
Hm^Owkyi kirae rns^i himaolf to the highest 
4gintfa9t^6«Me.; bult.hi&dutypvevailiiigovciV 
hb MSihititm, be .eejeGted,-: their joSoa vith th« 
yflttest iinigmilon^ and used ttm mpBt indefiu 
tinfahlQ endoBivouFs to. 'quell the sedition, and ta 
pvui^itlteJncneivaU by kadiBghisftvcesagekuil 

' Ttberiua wa&as nmdi giwdficd with theley^ 
£j|pr«£JGe«nB»Bc«% aafae was distietsed at his* 
aaiperbn.fapobfitir ; .bia success atib immedW- 
w^fiJaitiBaty agaiastttherCrormans^ wlioqB.he o«eiv 
tjUPffa ia. wnial.hattbB% flfeciitod BtiU- mora tbt 
•ia|p«TOifa*anry and|nii«ite.diagiiBt.. JViHoiigfaii 
d|MMMipMHtani!i(wiaisiat<^^ Mat 

lipiiQurablei that of recovering the Btaarinnfta.thal, 

amtiliiif'. ttnpfaiea to .- ^le mfwu^ywC Mia .«Mm« «>(* 
«l|), iB^rtbdaasivasy.iNlQa an #hiah'the IagkMMk«C 
fliTfliiiirii iri iii iiilnlli « >... .. :>-• ' ''^>-'* "-'^ 
:.Madb&4nBBi ai<*Bm^ JiDiM^^r, o|lly Imeiad^. 
iMaqp^^ivmpsMb'si jeahaiay^^^iapd ^&^tf yn^ 
tv^iiiapth^fiMeaU oitMr Jbcciaiie^'. mmifotixm^ 4A. 
aSjHkMhiLii TifamuiAwgaii^by^ia^gtiftdQ^dMiav 
j j al ii iK", ht y q»i i» inti ;:!»l ideta^^ IGaibhncua 
fi|W| Aa «abii«» ;: tefeifa« waa llMr:k wiiil0 bbli|;«4 
1|^,;|iliaN^ana;hai >in|»aav ^|»n. aonwnt iaC a>do» 
aMtkk:iiiaan&otiaci>,a«Mad ia Italy by «»e Cle* 
aami^»adio ted beeiia 6la^ toitbie young AjgHp^ 
jif^^A0uw»sk fAaiok. Tyi advaotorer bein^ about 
tfiauftanpi«Ke»«iuul fa pmen nary 9U4cb.i^cln* 
hiiiig:. bis Mte; nia^terv aaaaawd ^ia wonw, land 
cao^'H^ taba ra^otftcdin.^ parts of Italy :tbat 
iii^T^ppa' waa'aCftU alimt Tbia fictioa, tfie aa 
i(.'9B% hadr a aurfuasing .iDfluence tbrongh tb» 
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biiBself boldif asseitkig his ciajn^ ami iMfwmod 
then appearing in different partt^ ol the couatfjiv 
when he couJd do it . with safetif • Tihmna cie^ 
termined to oppose fraud to impoatiire ; apd 9$>^ 
cocdingly two soldiers were en^ploycd) who^ by^ 
pnetendi^ an attachmenjb to..QAtmcm9 vpe^if 
&und an opportunity of aeizing him. The ink* 
postor being bronght befoi^ TUymus^ die latli^ 
. sternly demanded how he came to4)etU^rippa I 
To which the other as bddly« reidicd^ ^ By the 
^ same arts with which you ha^e becoKmCma^h 
Tiberius finding by his resolution that, it is«»' 
vain to expect any dkcovery from him :of his .ae«^ 
con^iceS} resqtoed ta put himi ksmtdUMft^h 
death, which .accordingly . was «3QeGiited.in fd^ 
vatei under the ai^iiriieoai€n(«fiaoiM^Ha(te#£ 
IheJioopie* ...;; ^ . - :- - .; ,' ..';. ot.vv.-- 

: Jlejng freed from this domeftick OKiapfT 
rios turned histhoi^hU ob^taie ai^wt ipiifcmn 
Ineaas of ieflSsetihg the^nua of GefmaniGiis^^ t^ 
invasion of the Parthians affindedhiai ItefiiipJt 
c«t oppoHuni^ TiMt fiesee taAmrnatn^amMA 
peopkhayihgftbun tsto bf tkm own iikigiiii mM 
tefused to accept a third who had. httnite b(MK 
luge at JRoBRie, broke the poKe iihicK haA hwilfr 
IStfified in the reign of Aog«iiii% 4f)daiivadii|t 
An^nia» a kiqgdamtribabli^ «d $M csttfiiiU 
--^Tiberius emlHraced the «^sMioii of recalip^i, 
Qenaanicusy and semoniig. fasm from thecoma 
xnand of those legion% wh^h were too wioh do^ 
iroted to his interest* He Kbegah bf pwicwifam: 
him.a triunkplrfoir has n^ocy in Gminafi^ aaii^ 
then writing to him to retnm^ in order, lo tiy i ^ ^ 
those honours which, the senate had. JdfiCfeeiL^> 
adding^ that he had reapnd enough «if f^M • 
A country whene he lia4 been sent nine 
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mi lltd tem entffkAe Vtctorkm^ Tp tlieie 
jp^NHoos cmlities Gcmanicus made no direct 
nfif^ iwit e^fe9tly entreated the continoance of 
Ms. coauttahdribf one year longer, onl;^ to finish 
Ikfb. «llt«!ptii»i he had begun. Tiberius, how- 
ei^n wm l6^ireU idiiUed in dismmuiation to stop 
here; he made him an ofier of the consulships 
9f)d. re^^ated that he would execute the office 
in person. 

, • €k»rtilamei»y thetgh he probablf saw through 
At empercxr'a motives, h^tated no longer to 
obey. As heai^iraached the city, he was met 
bgp lignite muititucles, who received him rather 
«4^ marfcs of adoration than respect. The 
gracefoiness of his person, his triumphal cha-r 
riot^ in Which were carried his five children, and 
the recc^ered standards of the army of Varus^ 
threw the peopk into a fi*enzy of jpy and ad- 
mimtioa* Hberiusy tho^h mwardly repining, 
seemed to join in the general mpture : he gave 
Uie people, in the iia,me of Germanicus, three'' 
. baadltd'sesteix^es tai;h man ; and the succeeding 
jFear, made him his colleague in the consulship. 
However^ his real aim was to send him at a dis- 
tafiee from Rome, where his popularity was now 
become odious to him ; and yet, not to give him 
web a command as could at any time be turned 
Hgfimst hijiisetf. ^The Parthian invasion was 
v^' cotivef^^t f<Mr his designs; and, besides, 
Ih^^i^ now offered odier pretexts for sending him 
lalDrAAta. Antiochu9) king of Comagena, and 
I4lik^Miter> king of Cilicia, being both dea4, 
tome <fiJBfereQces arose in those nations to the pre-* 
jti^ce «»f l}ie :Romans. : At the same time alsO| 
Sffi^ attl Judical, oVerburtibened with taxes, made 
oaroest impplici^ians for redress. These, there- 
fir^ appejiwd ft>ie tbps^. frm^ the f^t^entioij 
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of <}6ftnai^biis; tmdr, in c<iMfqiieiiM(/ al ftHi 
ppovihces oi Aila wefe veBiMfdtotn9dittt>'Mn^ 
wltfi'mote exieiiMVe pfmwtitihbadhemgifsti^ 
^ to any governoi^ befti«b Bit^ THiefiitSy'lil 

otx}er tb counieract t^i» ^eiv IflMlnNSAtt^cAm 
Fis6 govenx^r into Syria ; with MMirotliisfirabtlofnt 
to oppose G^rmankm upctieverf 'ooensrldbr^nd 
'tfvtn to procure his deetth, if 1m cotHd'^irilhoaft 
suspicion. • ." t l 

j^ '^ GennantciMdobnsAerhiir:«p|M^ttEi0kit, 
* 18. ' departed from Rcnae f»« liii e»6»m eib 
peidition, dtfri^ng wM 'him his wift 
Agrippina and his children. InJthe tnean tiiite>y 
Prso, who had preceded him, set ab6ttt the exe^ 
cution of his commission, and threw every Im* 
pediment in the way of his success, 1ft a< short 
t!me, however, Germanicu^ refdteed- tiie- l^gf^of 
Armenia,' who was a friend to Iftie Hotftsh^f^ t%^ 
duced Cilicia and Coma^i^ into RoiMA' pm& 
Vinces; and sooti kfteroblig^^ the l^iif^ i»f P&f^ 
&ia to sue for peace ; whieh was grtuilsed^liim^ 
ihuch to tte^ advantage arid iioncMu* Wt Rbtiku 
Notwithstandfng an this, Pisb^ did not e«a«b 14 
defame the iliustrieus general, and' cqpBhly td 
Censure all his pitH:eeding8. llieseeibrto (tf In^ 
Effective maBce were quite di«r6gai^decl ^ Geraoa* 
titcus -opposed only patienee and oMPde^eetttoi 
to invecttye;^ and, witii that gentMllass wiidi 
vr^s pecufiar to him, fe|iaid Yesehtni^ftlitlff ciHttv 
tesy. Not ignorant of the motives^ h* W* nU 
ther witting to^ fevade flito oppose ennlHti 
Wherefoni, 'he took 4 voyage ii»6 £g$^i undSl 
a pretence of i^ewin^'th^ ^sd'e^rat^jd ttm^tlitieii 
of that country ; but'ih reali^ fo-^aW^'^fttf MH 
chinatibns of Hsd,^ ^ Ihdike of ^ 
dnai -which- tt seetnW were sKitt mdfe^dttig«r0tti0 
Howevt^, upckt fak ititbiiii 4i« wMMffUlt silsM 
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•nd, whe^er from a mind previouslf alameds 

or finm more certain knowledge of- treachery, 

lie sent to let Piso .know, that he broke off aU 

fiirther connexions and friendship with hini* A 

«bort interval of convalescence i^stored the hope^ 

of his friends, and the citizens of Antioch pre* 

paiaed to offer sacrifices for his recovery ; but 

Piso^with his lictors, disturbed their solemntde^j 

and drove off their victims from the foot of the 

altars* Germanicus relapsing, grew daily worse ; 

and fining his end approaching, he addressed 

l^is frtends who stood round his bed, to the fbl*' 

lowing effect : ^Mlad my death been natural, I 

*^ might have reason to complain of being thus 

^< snatch^ away from all t^jp endearments of 

^ life, at so early an age ; but now my compliunts 

^ are aggravated, in falling the victim of Piso- 

'< and Plancina's treachery. Let the emperor/ 

•* therefore, I conjure you, know the manner 6f 

" my death, and the tortures I suffer, Thos6l 

" who loved me when living, those even'wh<y 

" envied my fortiaie, will feel some regret, wh«lf 

" tliey hear of a soldier, who had so often escape 

*' ed the rage of the enemy, falling a satrlflt© 

" to the treachery of a woman. Plead then'ftay 

** cause before the people; you will be heard 

*' with pity ; and if my murderers should pretend 

" to have acted by command, they will either 

« receive no crediti or no pardon." As he spoke 

these words he stretched forth his hand, which 

his weeping friends tenderly pressing, solemnly 

-vowed, that they would sooner lose their liVe^ 

than their revenge. The dying prince theri 

turning to his wife, conjured her by his memoiy, 

and all the bonds of nuptial love, to submit to 

the necessity of the times, and to evade the re* 

. ROME.— II* ' N 
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Ql^|)a$ing it. Thus tnu^h ht$ wd c^>e»^ i sotoe* 
l^ing iBore wa^ uttered in ^privajte s aii4 shortly: 

.^/]3^ ^ Nothii)g. could eiKee«d the 4i«tr^fi%aC that 
19. whole emptFOy iipon heanug of the death 
of jGi^rnia&icHft. But the peopjk of Rom^ 
9eem^ to put bo bounds to thdr dtstrew* A 
vacation ^a^ m^ in u\\ pubUck and dosaestick 
4¥ti9a ; the streets were fiiied with lamentatioati $ 
the people cast stones at their tempks* vid Bnms 
d^wa their aUars ; while newborn infants were 
^xpo^ed, as ohjeQts not worthy patems^ attention 
in this uniTersal calaimty** 

There is little ^ubt but G^ivianicus suspect*^ 
^ that he was poisoned by the artifices of Pisa^ 
and P]anf^ina» and the people sieem to have.«n^ 
tertained the same idea« Even, the empeirop 
ikimself, and hia mother Liviaf did not wholly* 
^^pe cenauve. . The distreas and indignation 
wbieh. had been thus excj ted, wa^ however soon 
^r greatly icM^reas^d by the airi^l .of Agrip* 
pjna, the virtuous widow of Germaiucusy who 
speared bearings the ashes of her husband, and 
attended by all her children. As she apf>roache4 
fhe city, s^e was mat by the senate, and thJ^ 
^hoie body of the pe^)le of Rofue, with a 
strange mixture of acclamation and sorrow^ The 
veteran soMiers, many of whom bad ««Tved 
under Oermanlcus, gave the sinceresttestimoniea 
of their conceit). The whole multitude, while 
the ashes were depositing in .the tomb of Au-^ 
gustus, at first i^egarded the ceremony in pro- 
^nd silence ; but shortly after, all of a sudden^ 
hroke out into loud lamentations, ciyiog that 
the conamonwealth was now no more- 
Tiberius, whose jealousy had some reasoa to 
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4Md ftU his art. tsrcooi^tftl his ohft^riii^ aflid imude 
ft shew- of sharing- in the general cajamitf* He 
^en permitttti the aceusadon df ^so, who was 
siit>posed to be cnerely the instruraeo( of his 
veqgeance; bm this maa seeisg there was no 
hopes of b^g screened, either dispatched hiiiK 
kdij or was takeii oCT fmvately in his own house* 
W» wife Fiancina^ who was umversatty beltercMd 
lo be nffilt eul}»^b)e* eiica^ punishment ibr tie 
iMreseot, but at last sufiered 8» she deserved^ 

About a year after the death of GerniamciiSy 
Tiberius took his own son Drusus as a ooifieague 
with Um in the considsbip ; and> wiiitng to ini- 
liaifee Itittt into, business b^intes^ left him ki the 
l^emment of the city, whUe he hiodadf retired^ 
under the pretence -of indtsposition* About thai 
Aime^ ecversi natitoi: of the Guiili tevoltod, attfl 
Ssadlfr sindi progress at iirstit that the (hne of 
their successes spi^ad eonsAemation even as fiir 
4» Aomoi '' Cains BiSm^ however^ nasrchetl with 
Ihe Amaan kgions t^ oppbse them $ and gsaiied 
« gCQSil and dfeoiaive victcny* A revok also hap- 
pened about this time in NUmidia, under TlvDBft* 
riwuH ^11^ had. <ebeUe^ enie before ; but he Was 
IMW|. in seme measure) brought utKier by Blf> 
aiis ; whof in eonnequence^ recehred the honour 
of being sali^ied Imperatorw 

Hitherto Tiberius had kept within bounds; 
h%t being now in the ninth year of his reign, and 
having no object of jealouisy to awe him, hebe«- 
gan to pull off the mask ^itirely, and appear in 
ins natural' charaoer. A law^ at that time sub^. 
mated^ which made it treascMi to form any inju-^ 
nbcms attempt against i^e majesty of the pe^>le» 
Xifaerius: assumed lo bisuself the interpretation 
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and ehforcement df titis law, and- extended 'Ir 
not otAy to the oases wtikh i^ailf sffbdted tbe 
safety of thie fttttte, bol to every ctrnjnnctdre thitt 
cnold poedibty be ftfrounible toi^is fastred tJt* 
suspicions* All freedom was consequently bsE- 
'nfshed from convivial meetings; and xlistrust 
^reigned amongst the dearest relfttions. Tlie 
•gloomy disposition and insincerHy of the ^nce, 
were dii!Vised through all ranks of men t friend- 
id^lp had the lur of an allurement tx> betray; a 
fine genius tras bat a shining indiscretion ; mi 
^vcn virtue itself was considered' as an Imperd- 
naiit intnider. 

- The law of oflfertded • majesty beiog reviTcd; 
the first of note that fell a sacrifice to it, wsA 
Cremtitius CoMus, who, in his Annah of theRo- 
^snto empirer had called Bfutus tfaelftst of tiie 
Romia»* This brave man seeing his destruction 
Inevitable, i»eSolVed to diefest the maiice of the 
t^fTsffit/and died a VDtunt&ry deaibi • >' 

'' About the commencement of these saitgtt]<fi 
tiary measures, Tlberit)^ tookinto his confidence 
4aejanus, a Rom^n knight, who foiind oat' tbs 
«iiethod of gamiiig his confidence by thei'inost 
•refined degi^e of t£ssiynnktion, in whidi 4ie was 
•wi overmatch for his master. He wasckse mnd 
•feiH>t!e in his designs, but htM and aspbing in 
his attempts ; modest to ouit^ ard api^arance, 
hat ctofifGcfllihg art anibidon that knew nb bounds. 
He Was made by the emperor, captain of tiie 
prfctdridft gourds, one of the most confidcmiid 
wasts in the statie : and extolled in the senate «$ 
. tt* Worthy associate - ki • his labours. The servile 
-SfclVators, with i^eady adulation, set up the cftatues 
of; the favourite l^eside those of Tiberius,: and 
!^emed eager to pay him similar honoars. It is 
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ilot well known whether he whs the ttdriser of 
a8 Ae ttnelties that ensued after ; but certahi it 
hf that fitnn the beghmlnj^ of his ministky, Ti- 
herim seemed to become more (ktally suspicioitSy 
•TO more crtidt* 

' So seem% was the minister in die favour of 
TSxirlus, tliat fae even' ventured to. aspire at the 
dmmey and to moke the emi;»etor's foolish con- 
fidence one of the first steps to his toin* HoW'- 
everv Ixt considered that tiutting off Tiberius 
ftlone wbuM rather retard '^lan promote his de- 
Signs^ ndiUe his son Drosns, and the children of 
OermamcuSj were yet remaining^* He * «> 
dkereibre began by corrupting Livi^ the 23. ' 
Wife of Dftisas, whpm, afler hairing de- 
bdttched, he prevaiied upon to poison her hn»- 
band* Tiberius bore the loss of his son with 
great composure : he was even heard to jest upoti 
the Occasion! ibr, when the ambassadors fi^om 
Trof came somewhat late with their compliments 
of condolence, he answered thf ir pretended <fis^ 
trcsies, by coiidollng wldi' th^im also upon the 
death Of Hpttor. 

^januB having snic6eeded ih this, w^ retohed 
to make his next attempt utwn the'children of 
Oermanicus, the nndonbted heirs to the empire ; 
but bein^ frnstrated in his designs, by the fide- 
fity of their goveiwAii and the chastity of 
Agrippina tlkir mother, he changed hi^ aims, 
and used all ht$ address to persuade Tiberius to 
reth« to some •agreeable retreat, remote fi^m , 
Rome. Fwmi this he expected many advantages, 
since there could bfe no iccess to the empeior 
bnt by inm. He therefore began fo insinuate 
to Tiberius the great and numerous iriconvcni- 
enceS of the city ; the fatigues of attending the se- 
N2 
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dtizens. .of Rome*-, ft^ emperor, .either pre- 
vailed upon by , his pefji^a^^ion^v or pursuiog the 
natural turn of his Jleinper, which led to indo- 
lence and debauchery, in the twelfth, year of his 
.^..Q reign. Irft JR^ine» andn^ver more retum- 
• 2^*; ed. l^e spent tHe greatest part of hm 
, . timfj in the, island .of ,Capr^,.a. place 
wjiiich wa^ j^endei%d^.ipii^mou3 by his pl,easttne% 
as detestable by hii^ic^ueUiesf which were. shock- 
ing to huffian nature- . This deiigbtful spot Jiea 
thr^e miles from the continent, and opppsute Nan 
pies. Buried in this retreat; he abandoned him- 
setf tp the most fh^(^^ qi^oyment* i^gardlesA 
of publicSf ey^nts^ An insurrection of ^ the Jews, 
i^>pn. placing his. sta|:ue in Jerusalem^ under the 
gqy^rumcnt of Pontius j?ilate, gave ^lim nq.soit 
pf\uneasine^--TJbe..faljtog of an amphit)ieatj?e 
aiJPJdense, in which fifty thousand persons were 
citKer killed .,or yv^Quiided, no way aifected hi» 

''99P^:\,.^.-^li^: ■:■ ./r. ■...■ V« 

,. At^..t|y^,um^bp,was,..sixtj-ae>;e.n yeai's.oldk^ 
aiid ills' person was as displeasing^.^ his min^ 
was ;^«;forj35^d, ^{ JJe was quite bald tefore ; Mi 
•fuc.e was r^llbfo^.out into ulcers, ^tnd. covert 
PYi^V with, plasters ; his»|lj6dy was bent .fprwardl I 
\Yl)U6^its extreme height ^nd leanness, .increased 
itp '.deformity. His wjiojje study .now sejemed 
tcj^p^njr^ ii;i. forcing.. his jaded . «^iQ)etites# .ije 
spqnt ,>y)iole, nights in 'debaucheries, a| the table ; 
|ih(l- h^^' appointed! Pomponiu$ liaccus and La-c 
cms* Piso to the first posts of thq ^pire, for no 
jQtlier merit than that of haying sat up with him 
tyy;o days and two pights without interruption* 
— ^These he called his friends of all hom*s* jlje 
made one NoveliU3 Torquatus a praetor, for 



d by Google 



bcb^ahie ta^riA <»ff j6re bottles of vine at a 
draught. His laKUfies oC another kind^ wer^ 
aiill move de|estUble,aod'i. seemed to increase 
with hta drankennesa and .gkttony* He made 
the lanost emiiient wpmen of Rome subaervient 
to his:ii:^st8, and i^ bis inventions only aimed at 
making his vice^ m<^^ extravagant and abomi- 
nable. In short, in this Tetreat> be gave up all 
attention to publicK business ; if ever he was ac^ 
tire, it was only to do mischief. * '. 

in fjBkct, i^ had been happy for mankind had he 
given up his sui^icions when he declined the fa- 
tigues of reigning, and resigned the will to do 
barm, when he divested himself of the ppwerof 
doing good. But from, the time gf his retreat hcf 
became more ci>iel ; : and Sejanus was ever active 
in adding fuel to his jealousy, and increasing his 
malignity. Secret ^ies aiid informers were 
placed in all parts of t|ie city, who converted the 
most harmles€i actions; ii^tp subjects of ofTence. 
The infamous nunister found his aims every day 
succeeding ; ihe emperor's tei;rors were an instru- 
ment that he wrougbi ujion at his pleasure, and 
^ whickhe levelled every obsftacle to his designs^ 
But the chief objeets against whon;i he directed 
his vengeance were the children. of Ger^nicus* 
These h^ .sedulously endeavoured to rend/er ob-* 
noxious to the emperor ; to alarm him with falsi^ 
reports.of, their ambition; while atthe same timci 
be contiived to terrify , them witJl? Sp^. ^^ b^* 
intended cruelty. . By these ineans, he so widened 
the breach/ that he ^tually, produced oii bolK 
sidea those dispositions whi<:b, he pretended to 
obviate :^iU, at lengthp the two princesi^ Nercf 
and Drusiis,' being. decli|ue^d enemiei^ toti^e atate> 
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Qiiiefs l6sttht<fr'ttv«il. Virttie or inflo^iii^' W^ 

|>roce«iedi i«i«6Vitig' fcfB yHhb afeotf between hifti 
«hd ttefeitfpife, wTiife he' wa» daBy incfeislfig' fn 
cdrtfidthce With Tit«?rt\», attd j)e>w^r With thtt 
scttate. 'tRelmrfibei^i^ hfe stttues ext^ederfe^ffcMf 
those of the emperor \ people JT^Wire bf Ms fblttuttei 
!h the isamte m^Anef siv they woiild hcite done, had 
he been act^teHy upon fte thrbne-, and he wa^ tttort 
dtieiaded ttiafifi eVcft the tfntnt wh6 aettt&lfy en* 
joyed <He fertiplfe* B<it the rtEpidfty of hn* rise 
seemed only tt^ aeeelcratfe the gi*eatnes* of htt 
d^wftfai. Satridif Becnndits ^Wft^ the mati Wfni 
ftrsthadtft6bdldtrt!sstoacci»ehiifttothe ctrtperofj 
knd Aritoftia, the rtrtrtherdf GertnWilcus*, s eeo ftde d 
fte charge* What irere the partitulaw of h!< 
c^mes, W6 cannot now- learn ; bik certaiti it h^ 
that h^ ittetrtpted to ustnp *e ettij^re by irmiiftfe 
SKt the life of Tiberin** The empcrbp sensible of 
the traitoi**s jiower, p'l'ticiefeded-wlth hifc twtial dill* 
sltnulatton in having' him apprehended. Bfe 
Ijranted him new hotiiburs afthe very tlih^t he re*- 
solved his death ; but at the stone time ordefetl 
him to be confined. The senate vrcre not ^ow ih 
complying with the hnperiAl mandate ; they cteil 
exceeded it. Instead of sentencing him to imprf* 
ftonment; they direct his e^ecntfonw A strange 
and instant tetblntibn appetated hi iht city ; of 
those huittbefs who bntti' moment before w^rt 
pfessmi^ intb the presence ^tif Sejanus wfth dBferS 
<tf service and adiilktion, not one was fonnd that 
WdnM s6em to be of hik acquaintance. As he trttt 
conductiDg to execution, the people loaded him 
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his £i6&>Wtt|>'4iis iHibilSy bu€ even this was denied 
iknyatid t^4»aids were secured. He was pur- 
fllli^wttb'sainmstickteproacheS) bis statues ^ -^ 
were ins^tly ibpo^wti dowc, and he him- si. ' 
$elf shovtljr a^er stvangled by the common 
efteieftitiotier* Nor did Che re^e of his enemies^ 
tirfiside with his dieiith ; bis MKiy was ignomim-> 
oiislf dragged about the streets, and his whole 
fitmiiy eitterminatedwith him* Such was the end 
«C Sc^aaius, i^ profligate, ipinion of a profligate 
iaasier;i'ft^an'Wh06e living conduct deserves out 
^teorati<m^ jbut whose deatlvmay afford an useful 
lesson to an insulted people, and a worthless minis* 
t0P* The <kathof th^ wretch only isfiamed the emt 
p0rop^»i-age:for^ further executioos*- The prisons 
were crowded with pretended accomplices in the 
conspiracy of Sejahus, and numbers of the most 
iltestrious -persons of Rome, of'i^ s^es and both 
sexes t)eeiime4he victims of pretended crimes, o^ 
<yf jeailoils sttspiciohj T4>' suchf ^n extent indeed 
K^ere legalized murders carried, that Tiberius 
began, to grow weary of particular executions ; hb 
therefor^ gave orders, that all the accused should 
be piit>«o death together^ ^without further exam^4 
oatioD* The whole city was filled with slaughtea 
and mounungk The place of (execution wks a 
horrible' scene ; dead bodies^ . putrefying, : lay 
b^ped on each other, while even the friends'of the 
wretched convicts were denied the satisfaction of 
weeping.. Thus mis^abfe were the Romans, 
under the arbitral^ rod of thi» gloomy tyi^anl : no 
person, though ever so virtuous, could be safe ; oK 
rather the ixmd to^ virtue was danger. Of twen^ 
senators' whom he chose ^rhi? coun^il^ he put 



d by Google 



So. k»t was .Tibeciw «t iMC.tiwpiM ^re;mt$^ 
feeling of bumanitff tbat he pMmii»^tOt ^^ 
the.bappioesa of Pfiaafcjuitemg oiittiv«gEi gU. bvft 
posterity. ScMx^ a. dajT po9^ witiKint aome 
baYbaffous^executioni ill ifbich 1^ sufiereni wetm 
obUgfid to uDiie]^ tb«:2i)Q$tateQiefiiliQd^ptiy^i» 
a0(i exqiiiisite tocowfitai or eqcapetheea bf a vo^ 
femtarfclea^* Somfititx¥iabQ»fGBOt€4JO:beL'joaH 
kr in hits criMltabes.iL pailticularly i«^eii atocfftailii 
maQf stopping an,hearae» deaijred Ae.flc«dib0djr'lc» 
Idl Augualtasy that his legacies ta the pocfib mwm 
jiet unpaids Tiberius sent for hm^ aad^ hana® 
paid faimhiA sdiarey cauaedhim to be tiosnediatfil^ 
txeeuted^ . hiddia^;biniL tfh tell AilgiMt«% tha^ ki^ 
al.leaat Imdl faeen sattafiedR, 

It.mtght JiftTis Imoik imagiBed^^ idtph «»^ 
csettiaed at Rome^ would hmrtt satiated his toim 
o€ vengeance ; bm:. iTtq^pcft. itself ^the. j^i$^ aoe^* 
Eluded for hss^pkBaaures^d hbtwiei WMdiui^i^ 
ouHaminaied wt leas \ittth hiacrlwlbtea Uiaa bur 
dd>iiacbef|i^ He often sittlafiad; his ejiea ivith tjbe 
iDitiites of ths.Mi^r&tdKS who ^oe pn^ lo^ftoatb 
befibce hiitK; aodin th^ days of Su«tooi.iia/tb4 
Bock was stzft sbowii from whkb he ordered, alich 
IKS displeased hiss to be thrown iiQadlong« 

In this maimer did the Qrrant ^ontinHe ttot taie* 
ment his subjects, .whilo he washimself the^ martyi* 
isf his own auspicious* Itt onrof Ms ktt4»^ to tbo 
fouMtCt he confessed Ukattlw godsand gpddeaoeo 
bad so afflicted aM cokifound^ hlm».;that.,ho 
knew not what or how to wiite^ ail4>. in fact* ho. 
had OTery reason for siu^ % confesaaon ; a pkitdo^ 
Hsitata^ ^ reviling peDple, Ids bOdiljr infirmilios 
increased by bi$ luxuries, and hia greatest br 
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aeciutit^. The demcBtiok policy of tibe •- trsqan^ 
9hOf ifvaB in ^e hands of nilsoreflnto ; vn^ tht 
fromier pRymoes \^evt iiMraded with ti»puni«fr« 
Mesia was seized on bf the BaciaiiM ond Sartna^ 
tiaiia ; Gaui was- wasted bf the Germans ; and 
Armenia 4»nqiiered bf the king of ^othia**-* 
These were losses that nn^ have excited the 
iftgilance <iS any otiier governor but Tiberkfs^ 
He however was -so tnach a slave to his bmtid 
appetttes) that he left ^his pfovinces whoHy to the 
icare of his tieutenants ^ idioon their patts were 
inteiit rsither on the aeciifn«Iation of private fov* 
tone, tbaathe safety of tlie state. Such a to^' 
tal disorder is the em^re might be naturally sup* 
poeed toiptoduce a degree of ansciety ki hitn who 
governed it ; and in feet he wm heard to wishj 
ihathenven and earth might perish with him when 
he died. - - ■ - 

la thivtnsnner hefived, odious to all the woHd^ 
and « torment to himself At length, hi the 
twc9«y<«eoDnd year of hts reign, be began to feel 
the approacheaof his <!^8olution, and fcXixtd it wa^ 
tittle to think of a successor. After hesitating 
for along whtle> he chose CaHgnla, a youth whoin 
he seems to have selected merely on account of 
his vices. Which were well adapted to cover the 
memory of his predecessor's enormities; 

Bat though llberltts thongbt fit to notninate a 
snccessor, be could by no meane tiiink of dymg : 
though totaUr forsaken by his appetites and en- 
joyments, his dissitn^lation never forsook him; he 
dierefore concealed his approaching decKne with 
the utmost tare, as if he was willing at gs\(x to 
fakie it from the world and Wmsetf. On' the day 
wlud» wa& destined 'toi be his last, he cHd allin hii 
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power to imprest hisattsejidatits whii an 
of his health :'he continued at r table tiO the 
evei^i^ : he saluted alt his guests as thej. kit th^ 
toom» and ;^ead th*e acts of the senate, in whicb 
thef had absolved some persons. he had \mtte||^ 
Against, with greaft indignation. H^ resblred -& 
t^e signal i^ngeance of their disobedtencer and 
ti^itaSsd new schemes of cruelty, when he fell 
into such fmntiDgs as all believed were fatal. ' It 
ikvas in this situation, that, by.Macno's advice, 
C^liguU prepared to secure the sucdesston. He 
received the congratulMons of the Whole tcourt i 
l^ caused himsdlf to be acknowledged by the 
pnetorittn soldiers, a^d went forth from the em- 
peror's apartmetrt ' ahildst the a{4)Mus^ of the 
multitude * when all of a sudden he was informed 
that the emperor was recovietied^ that he had 
begun to speak, and desired t» eaU . This unex* 
pected account filled the whold court with terror 
^Tsd alarf9 $ every one' who had before* been 
earnest in testifying their joy» tiow re-assumed 
thdr pretended sormw, «E(d k&.the new emperor 
through a feigned solicitude for the fate of thie 
okl« Caligula h^nself seemed thunderstruck ; he 
preserved a gloomy silence, expecting nolhing 
but death, instead of the empire to which he had 
. aspired* Macro, however, out'shtort the^ difficulty 
and the danger, by ordering the emperor to be 
, ^ p smothered^ or a& some will have it, to be 
. 37. poisoned. In this manner died Tiberius, 
jy Q in the seventy-eighth year of iiis age and 
785.* the twenty.third of* his reign. His cha- 
racter may be sufficiently kamed from 
the preceding history. It Only remauis, therefore, 
to characterise the people whom he governed* 
The Romans were, at. this timer-arrivcd at the 
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In^het^ jabch rd[ effeminacy aUd'vicc* Tbt 
w^th of^ illnKMt every nation Uk the «mpir^ 
tenongt for some time circulated through tj^e ci|)r> 
hroo^l} tfith it the iuxurtea pecuUar U> each 
^ritry ; so ;that Rome presented a <)etestable 
picture of various polhitioQ* in thi9 reign lived 
AppicQs, to enroll kaown for ha,ving reduced 
{iuttony into a system. Debavicherie^ of eveiy 
dtfaec kind ke^ pace with this ; while the de« 
testable fbUy V^thatimsa thought, it was refining 
upoii pleasure. to make, it :unnatui»l.* The 
senators seem :tp have had no> other study now^ 
but Mw they might show the most ingenuity in 
^leii? adulation of the empelorv mid in their tQc« 
tarb at those whom he disliked* The people 
were atifl more cohupt; they had) foi: some 
years,, been accustomed to. lire upon donations» 
and, being' satisfied mth subsistence^ entireljr 
tave up their . freedom* Too effeminate and 
cowardly to goto war^ they only railed against 
^eir gorernors-; they were bad soldiers, and se* 
ditious citizens. Need it then be wondered atythal 
^e history of Rome henceforth .presents chiefly 
a dark picture of tyranny in the rulers, and of 
hisolence in the people. Goodsubjects generally 
make good kings; while luxury, sedition, dis* 
content, and murmurs, in the populace, as usually 
produce severity, cruelty, and suspicion, in him 
who is appdnted to govern. 

Little more need be said of these times, but 
that, in the eighteenth year of this monarch's 
reign, Jssus Christ suffered crucifixion ; as It 

* The Spintrix, whose sole business it was to invent 
new modes of enjoyment, were at this period tbt iiolver» 
•al favonrltes oFthe^at. 

aoMB,*-»u. O 
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the univtsrsftl depravity of mankind feqtiired A€^ 
less a ifticrifice than Uuit of the Son of Goo to- exi« 
pate and reclaim. Shortly after his pasBton^ 
Pilate wrote to Tiberias an account of his cru^ 
dfixion, resurrection, and miracles ; upon whii^ 
the emperor made a report of the whole to the 
senate, desiring that Cniiisr mighl be enrolled 
among the number of the Roman gods. But 
the senate being displeased that the proposal had 
tiot come first from themselves, refused to aliowr 
of his apotheosis^ alleging an ancient lawy 
which gave them the soperinteiidence in aU 
matters of religion. They even went so far as^ 
by an edict, to cofnmand, that tdl Christiaiis 
should leave the city; but Tiberius, by anodier 
edict, threatened death to all such as sJIdald ac«^ 
dise them ; by which means they continued >un' 
molested during the rest of his reign ; and if his 
life did not reflect a disgrace on human nature 
itself, Christiitnity, froni this act of i^s moderation 
and Justice, might have ranked him among its 
defenders. 



Of 
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CHAP. XV. 



Tke Rtmmt^aim diaring eht reigw qf Ca&gula^ 
' Claudius^ <aid J^ero^ in whom ended the Une (f 

CALIGULA * was the son of Germanicust 
who bad been the darihig of the army and 
the people ; and hb father's name was a sufficient' 
passport t» popularity. Succeeding a merciiess' 
lynmt) even moderfede merit would have looked; 
fike eii0rilene6. -.iWhet^fbre a» he apfifoached 
RoMy'^be^pH^cipal'ttieii of the state went out 
ii|i<ir(dw<ls to^meet ht»i. He received the con* 
IfMilalions of' the people on every si<te, ait 
04itaHy pleiEUi^ in bekkg dieilivered from the cm-^ 
metfof Tlb0fteS9 and in bopini; fornew advaa^ 
tages from the virtues of his successor. 
' Gafigula'setmed anxious to impress them with 
tiie opinion^ of a happy change.. Amidst the 
rejoictngs of tlie multitude) he advanced, moufn' 
ing, with the dead body of Hberius, which the 
aoUers brought to be burnt at Rome^ according 
to the custom of that time. Upon his entrance 
into the city he was received with new titles of 
honour by the senate ; who declared Caligula 
sole saccesaor to the empire, though Gemellus 
the grandson of Tiberius had been left coheie* 
The joy for this election was not confined to the 

• * He fceeivcd his name from Caliga, a short buskin* 
worn by the comraon sentinels, and inrhich he used in im* 
Station of them. 
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narrow bounds of Italy, it spread through th» 
whole empire!, and victiins without number were 
sacrificed upon the occasion. Some of the people 
upon his going intp the ifeland of Campaniat 
made vows for his returo;'and shortly after, 
when he fell sick, tlie multitude crowded whole 
nights round his^pafcycey akid'90fttei^e«^ dftYoltlt 
themselves to deathi in caaei rhe f^ecov(»M^ in 
this affection of the citizens, strangers-^tii^tfi^etv^ 
seemed ambitious to participate* Artabanus, 
king:eC P^rthia^Mrho eoDtentfied bis:pr<(4^«6|rt»^ 
tBMnght the present enip^r^ris.aHiiiiicewit^aQ!^ 
4iuty. In sliort* the airhole .\v0tl4.l«eniied«99H 
hined^to pniise him fervirtueit Wtii^hiWr.bf^^!Mv 
4d4 not their experien^r hfid:.dM«ii faUn^ -aaA 
in, which they, wer« iiinftv«raiilly jmilltMl^ M 
firat, ifideedf thficol)di«9t«f'Cfllig|k|if 9W,9«J^ 
lated to deo^ve» . H4 evw^.^it^fnflVit^fMQtttii^ 
g^ |t<9 the memocy 96 hsardectea^ ndAtif9Mi«^ 
general) and onifrrect Ihe w)»au#e S«p<eQ»^'{9 
bcL^all^ QennMriims^ in l:»mTliiilii«t£ii<3l^oCMI 
father. He oheciwd the offiowU^-jaMbfldriofiWiKm 
ipfbnnfrs by ^ilkl^v duot Ji< me.eoAici^H^bf 
W)t}:kmg Uk deaervie' . any ' man*^ hnfefed^ ' aoA 
therefore ha4«> leinifirom their jaJAchm»lio*l« 
He al«> caused Ute institutions of, Atignstimi 
whteh had hecsi disused to tbie reig^ of /Tib^fteBi 
^ be revittd^ and undektook: Q» tcbrai vfmap 
thuae^ imthftMtci) twiticubxiybyipualahbitr wsi 
lupt gOY^tier^ Afftemg ^hefSf..he7ltaniiahod 
Pcwtiiis Pilate uitx> Cktul) .whem- thk wjuat mfri 
gtotrate afterwards committed suiddi^ » 

. He degraded such knights as hAd beeRguiUj^ 
of any infamous crime, and banished without «• 
missidn tHeSpintriae, or mvoitors'of abom^a5!e 
Tifccreatt6n6, from Ron^e* He attetnpted tq 
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I'^itDm the tncient mannerof eiectiag mAgiitmei 
*y the siiffittges of the people, and gave tfaemji 
wee jvtri^i^tion, without aay appeiJ to lumsel^ 
He restored some kings to their dominions, who 
Imd' been unjustly dispossessed by Tiberius,,; ami 
gave them the arrears of their revemies. And, 
^fe^lie might appear an encoim^r of every 
nrtue, he ordered a female slave a large sum of 
money ^or endmring the most exquisite torments, 
without betraying the secrets of her master* So 
mai^y contessloas,^ and such apparent virtue, 
coiild riot -lail of receiving just applause. A 
shield ^ gold, beafing his image, was decreed to 
be carried aamiallyno the Capitol, attended bj 
the* senate, and the sons of the nobility, singing in 
praise of the emperor's virtues ; and the day on 
winch he mounted the throne was insertedamong 
the festivds. 

- Happy had it been beith for him. and t^e em^ 
pire, had he maintained the reputation with 
which he began« In lesa than eight mcmths, 
however, all this shtwv of modera^n and dc-: 
hiency vamshed, while .furious passions, :ui>ex* 
dmpl^ avarice, and capricious cruelty, begsm 
to usurp his mind. As most of the. cruelties of 
Tiberius arose from suspicion, so most of thos^ 
committed by Caligula took rise from {Mtxiir 
gafity. Some, indeed, pretend that a disorder 
^hich happened soon after his accession tQ the 
empire, entirely distorted his reason, and discomr 
posed his understanding. However this may b^ 
madness itself could scarcely dimte cruelties 
niore extravagant^ or inconai^encies more ridi- 
ctAous, than are imputed to him. 

The first object of his cruelly, and one. that lyiU 
scarcely be regretted by posterity, was a pen^^ 
02 
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1 Mato% utoMHievoMiilmatll tb4eciAi9 
Ib i»atB tlw empeniiv vte wns then siekv 9bbuM 
nsoofciv When C^i%i^'s health wfta' r^^^gia^ 
bttabedy he tm» iofinmed of the flceol^ Boliti»5» 
and aetuftUy ccxaipfeUed him to eomfi9ele )h« ypw^ 
Gcmellufl TMta the next who fiufTered k^m his 
tfnamical idnsaam's inhtmittnitf* Thn. pf^tAefm 
ftganist hhtt was, that he had wished the eiopever 
laigfat net reccter ) and for this Caligula t>Fdered 
bila to k^ hixQself« Sil^us^ the efn^eior*9 
fether^in^lawy was then put to death upon slight 
sQspidoDs ; ffiid Grecinusf a senator of no^d m« 
tegiitjT) refusing to witness falsely agaffist hiid^ 
alwred his fale* . Afterj ifoUowed a crowd «f 
victinui to the emperor's avarice or suspicioOf 
Among the nun^ier of those who werf aacrifictd 
to his jefdottSf 9 was Macro^ the late favourite t^f 
TiberiuS) and the person to whom Caligula owe4 
his enH>it«# He certainly fell justly ; but in his 
ftte^' an innoc^mt las^ily was involved. 

These cruelties^ however, pnly seemed the 
&st frufts of a mUud naturally timid and suspi« 
ddtfa': his vanfty and profusion soon gave rise 
to others vitich were more atrocious, as they 
sprung from motives less venial. His pride 
first appeared by anuming tQ himself the title of 
itilet, which was usually granted wily to kings^ 
No|: kmg after^ he claimed divine honours, and 
gave himself the names of such divinities as he 
thought most agreeable ta his nature. For this 
fHJrpoae he caused the heads of the statues of 
Jupiter and some other gods to be struck off, 
and his 4>mi. to be . put in their places* He 
frequeptly seated him^lf between Castor md 
Pollux, and cM'dered that ^1 who came to their 
mnpte In woFship, should pj»y their adc»ation» 
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gsuit mcocisUndf <i£ Uila^capiicious. or ioMyfte 
b^i&g, than he chfiuged h» dLTimty m ofjtenat lie 
cjmnged fats dotliesi i and was soiftetinies a male 
d«ity, and at otlMis a female* He eTie^ liutft aiyi 
di^daMd atempldtOi hiaow^ cU^ty, in n^hich 
Ms statue of gold was e^eiy da|r <ireBsed in siim* 
lar tobea tb those which be himself wore> and 
was v^orshipped by crowds of adotjsfs* Hia 
pvieata were namerous, and the office waa ^agetlf 
soi]^bt€ifter on accoimt of the exquisjile saci^ces 
that wel%: oiRsred iib» His horse and his wife 
w^re adoiitled among the number ; ai^ to crown 
his- absurdities^ he became a priest. |q hini^eli 
His jaoethod of assuming the manaers of a deity 
was- hot less ridioulous ; he often wen^o^t in the' 
Mk nkoon^ and courted her in the style of a lover. 
He elnployed many inventions to imitate thun- 
der> 2»d would frequently de^' Jupiter, .crying 
dUt nHth a speech of Horner^ *^ Do you conquef 
^ mti or I will conquev you*** A person so im-» 
pkms i^specUng the Ddty, was not Ukelyr^ f^^^l 
mueh re^rd for man. He waa not, less notpripua 
tor t^ deprftTation of hia appetites> than for his 
ndiculous presumptions. .. Neither person, p]ac^» 
nor sexy were obstacles to the indulgepce of his 
unnAtaral Wsts. There . was . scarcely a lady of 
ttHy quaUty In Rodb that e8cape4 his lewdness; 
and, indeed, i such was the. degeneracy of the 
timee^ that there were few who. felt this as a dis- 
koBooK He commatted . incest with liis three 
sisters, and at publick feasts they Jay ^ith their 
heads tipon hts bosom by tum^v... Of these he 
pros^uted livia and ; Agrippina t9 his vile 
eompanic^ and then.hamshed th^m as adul-« 
teressies and conqpimtocs against his. person. Aa 
for DltuiUa, be tfiok. her. frQm .bfr Jiusband 
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Ijch^Uius, aodiceiftt Jier as bis wife, till hpt death ; 
when he made her a. goddess. Nor. did. her 
example, when, livings appiear iDore da&gerous to 
the peopie than her divinity, whm d^ To 
mourn for her death was a qrime) as she. was 
become ^ goddess; and to rejoice for her deity 
was capital, because she was dead. May^ evm 
silence itself was an unpardonable insensibility^, 
cither of t!ie «roperoi^'s loss Or his sisterts adr 
tanceraent. Thus he made her subservient to 
his profit, ^ before he had done to his pleasure ; 
raising vast sums of money by granting pardons^ 
to some, and by confiscating the goods of others* 
A% to his maniages, whether he contracted them 
with greater levity, or dissolved them with grea- 
ter- injustieey is not easy to determine. Th^ 
wife however who caught his affections most, 
was MUona Caesonia, wiiose chief merit l^y.in 
her perfect acquaintance with all the alluiing 
arts of lier sei, for she possessed neither yoyth. 
nor beauty. She continued with him dwng bla 
retgn^and he loved her so ridiculously, that he 
sometimes shewed her to his soldiers drest in ' 
armour, and sometimes to his companions in. the 
simple garb of nature* ^ . 

His envy was no less detestable than hb lusts. 
We are told that he put Caius to death for no 
other crime than because he wore a purple 
gown, the lustre of which- caHed off all thp. 
regards of the spectators from himself*. ,He or- 
dei^ several persons^ in the city, to be §havedy 
for having hair inwpe beautiful , than, ordinary. 
He ordered ' one Pfocttlus, who was remarkable 
for his beauty and the tallness of his stature, 
to descend into the amphitheatre, .and to fight 
among the .combatants ^as a>|^ladiator. Being 
pvesedt-at the tMibfick.gaiiife8^ wber^ ^ pfiiticula? 
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Ji€f imi. 8& highly diiif)kaMd, that he fliy^ btoin 
8di£ ou<pof tHe amphitheatre km &17, ci^in^ ooif 
ivltii gs^at kidigimtiHi, fbat the Rotnafis f^cim 
itMte honcHir jtor a pitifiii fctacer, . than to the esN 

' Blft i^f ^afl bit Ticev his pmligafstf utetiih 

ttMtt^viiMML&i and thait which in •ome meaiiMe 

p^e rk^ i& ^e n»t.: The idtntiekof IbmiMi 

ai^>exo)3» .tvtte'ahBEifiM^.hset^ auapaubii 

ta^ume vy&hrlhe^ pbLtliaftd. . He fcantlimd A»if» 

iPHys oi hKlhiDgv where tSieTtditstdil»widi)K>l» 

'oM^hKti pe#fiimei nierelsxh^ltKitibdivlch Aeutaaott 

^eftm6n»i He iovMitdd didiGiief:iimniD0e vaiot^ 

aidrlwd s^msa jBiyfehrd iqB f^ h ied axriihig^ hte aatottMl 

HisiiOiiietiiaei lwrirBewk»mf »MriJg ei d4»A B MMail«d 

MM^ 'MBr>giMMh- inataid .4i0jafea|7r^ebnrakier 

^Nlpt h«maa ■faoMdi)e:'«h «n>ilttMr dridh jeav 

fWitwl'* .-• .:/:•.' •:>.; ^-r . ', .• rli 

' IBtir :h&e<fevQlifite:hh^ te biAt4i 

itdblttv-bf ^nUe^ «n«i: h tnangfti- of IrotfVfwaA 

i4iptiiQt«diialuaiflB» AftmitulRs nfl aktiiteqv'iv 

M«r tk»i trfesot M ife i^sittivB with. tMper ttefM^ 

tMbl;iiaae% Kideod; fiie.eloiKwniiinleii jMln|tf# 

l0':M»^0wn:tafaie9 abi ieriiJjtfMM «lt>8M:i|aMi 

a(!lX)i>iudvil: to- the* cbnsoMlir hadrlie iiHfb»W| 

^venC«di}y'd«MhL ' . - n .-.' .... ^-^v 

''. f^ift^AT^m} dtFS ttigt^mr heac«i|g^«0fi^^ 

enktiii €3f money iKniQn9'tberpecii]ptfe.''^^iiMewd 

nhipB cofm intidtgnmt tmik«6ibdl)Q'i^^^ 

lli»: sigfecnf bf ivot^ inlaid wkb gdM and- jiHNMf 

thestoU^nditdcklin^ ofi'tarioeA^^^M^ «Ml»4lM» 

de<^s «r«pi planted \vith >tUb vtMfieeit iMtWce^ 

underthe lifaadh of vhlehhebften dii^eA. Thtfut^ 

attended by ^Idie m!diBttf» of h« {ieaiQiMf the 

moat eocqtiisitje aingersfanil'^he^meat be««iW 

youths, he coasted along the shore oi CampanU 
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with great -splendour. AH his schemes seemeS 
rather cakhkted to exeite astonishmeDt, than to 
t^BSwer the purposes of utility^ . He - <irdered 
hottses to be btult in the sea; he cut hts way 
through rocks of prodigious bulk; he levelled 
mountains, and elevated plains .and valkTS. 
But .the Tttdst netorioufl iintstfice of tiffi fruitless 
provision waa the v&st bridge at Puteoli, which: 
he^mdertook in- the thicd year of has reigir« To. 
satisfy his deilire of being master as wd£l of the 
ocean as the land, he caiused an infinite mtniber 
of ahifM to be fastened to each other, so fta;tor 
mdce a ioating bridge from Baia to. Ptitieobv 
aordes aa wm 6fiihD(faea three tnilof amd.a: ks^^ 
btvad. Tte^idufHi behigi^Qi^d in- tmoTOwAy^m 
fma «f^ f.jcveseeoi^ 1 wem seGoici to/^^fltehto^M^I 
with/ ottdioi^. ofaate, .and cables^ ,?Orar tlscaief 
weie riaid) vaaiT'i|UBStittes. o€ timber,, and UfftH^* 
them earth, so as to make the whole resemble one 
if iihe istfoets of Rome. He oiext caused sev^fet^ 
Immis^ to-be bmh upon his^newbridge^ fcNr the? 
«cic^pti6n "ofr inmself and his attendants ; and* 
thiMii>epatriqdthither with ail hi^xxMirt^ attenided 
by pnodiglmis thrckngs of ^people, who oame foMi: 
allpaMa to 4>e lipecititors jsf such an: expeMiw 
pn^eiati^ ft whathere that fOafigida, adon^;^ 
with all the nmgnificence of jettstcto i^alty, atn' 
Mfiittdl^the gr^tdfficfSrs of the army, and iall* 
the liobilit^ of Rome, entered vA, one^end.of .tfaft 
bridge, .and with ridicttlousimpdrtanQelDode X&. 
thftH9tller. At nigiit,/ l^e ntimher of torches, and- 
other tfiamtniiliona,: with which this expensber 
slmttti^'Vas>ador9ied, xast siioh a gleam juriK 
lamintited the whole bdy, as well as the neigh- 
bouring^ inoantaiiBb'; so that he boasted of having 
iMtmd night into dsty, as well as sea into lamb- 
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tiU^ltaoft iShBsktj^mlioH^^i^^^ train 

iE»f'<:)i«rfdte€»^i ^ -Ml kid d^ddiert in ^litterili^ 
HPAod".' *He^^h"iiBteoiAtd a rostrom erected 
fi>r the occaskxi,; wh^re' lie tndde a solenm' 
oration in pvalsc^ of ^ greatness of his enterprise^ 
Mcdftte liaiBidditf i otini Wofrkmen and his army* 
Bie^«bett dlst^boted rewardto among his mea; 
kM ^ ^a^iidid feast succeedned.^ • Howerer,' there 
^iffas silfi' wanting i^fiomethiiig to mark tiie dispo* 
sltloTi of the nstglity profector. la the mi(|Bt-of 
the entertainroent megiy ^f his attendants ^lere 
throwfi'into tfie sea ; several ships, filled mlh 
^fect&tfOtSf w^Tt attacked and sunk in aJiottSe 
maanferv aii^ allltough the m^jori^ eseaped 
thrabgh the calmness of the ireather, yetrkMif 
wet^ ' drov^ed. The first storm demolished th« 
HdicUloasfs^dL ; and soon tiot a wreck remained 
to tell his fel]}% 

• No wealth cotfld support such nnboonded 
prbfkl^on.' In the-^>ace of little motw thaba 
year, Calrgnia found a fortirrie^of about eighteen 
milfions of oiir tnoney^ trhieh' Tiberkia h$A 
amassed togettiep, entii^ly speni in extravaganofai 
md folhr. Hia prodigality, therefore, pot hii» 
upon new methods- of supplying his expenses^' 
and as before, his profusidn, so how hts rapacity 
lleeame boundless. He put in practice all kinds 
<tf rapine and ei^<irtioti; ^hile hi» principai 
atedy «ee«ned'to{>e CoUivent new imposts, and 
to legofize confiscation. Every ihing was taxed-T 
frt^^eii were obliged * to purchase their freedbm 
a second tiitie; and many who had namad him 
for their heir, m&t poiso«iedt>tl|at he might' Mvo 
the inimediate possession of thett» fortunes. He 
set; up St brothd in his own palace, and also kept ' 
a gaming-hovsey iu which he p»sidecU. o.^ 
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\tt Mick, te «fiw iW<Mricb^)it»B)flt&,fi9i9akig ilwoiigh 
hm coott; Upmn irtuph beiHi4toI^. mn^mn m4 

puikon^ bonstod tb^ i)Q wt§r bftd 4r.bMftr 
thrav. in hi» lUe* lo a wwiv h^ ir^i fibftimj 
Qf. Qothiitg tiMit t^odod <Pr iHittg Ua^ mmf^fkg 
fiMTf on, the bMiof «; 4ftugbter, ho.'<)oi|ip^i«M^ 
openly «£ W» iwenv»',*wl «fit^|y .ail^p,jto 
(Ik pQcltQOi' ofi hU p9te?iei 4o jreonive |h« 4(|M» 
tiom of HHiWilij^clsK It <w9ul4 k9 ^mg^ 
kig t6 'rtcQi4 »H tHe a^iioriitw. ^UcbJMK^ 
boCB Iwnded clown o^Mft^i/i^lieriaL fi^^ite^ 
Hb «lefriil«ny.r.of-Uier^s^M^ «M^ .afj^fWANH 
«ited them to ftp|>^ar as( if .th$^ l^a^ Uile^t^^^iAr 
•dTesb He coi^eittned. im^ V^vtfm^rfi:^:^ 

the highways, for offering to ridiculp hift i»rof||§9Q|i^ 
He XMMt gr^imnibea'a ofroldsand :»^nn(^1i(en 
«id poor dtcrepld housek^epefs tf wjM.%^i«l8^ 
la order to free ibe^t^iefrQin §vafi\ unfifernc^Ue 
dittem. . He tmi«)H^ fed hi^ ^ild b^aat^owit]^ 
the.bodiea of thdsfi wretphes whojOA lip €)Q»<)te)am^ i 
and: every -leiith day, dent of num^er^'A)^ t}ff)«% 
tp<l» tlm» devoured; which he jocosely 5:s|iledf 
*f ekaring h» acootiots*" 

i HiabariiaJDQiiaatt^iiipUAt Mutin ibeiipibdsi^yqf 
^tififerin^ 9b<»w. hO]«r ^iitl^tMrinraftaviBc^ti^lejqf 
impre8ak»AfrQm.hmii«iiit;y» t:An)emiue^.xi^% 
irlKi' ftmkt an i|idiif»09)tioi>.hM olatme^. toairf; t^i 
lattw in&.the isla^ o|[: A^nicy^ ,%,;j4ji^ 
faotoutf £c»rt:uifu%i0ia(Iiiei9 by ^lehorf!» .desinog 
to have Ids- att^<>FflQlQiiged} CfOiguU.oi^efedihin 
to .be. poit toldMfcl aMta& wifh^a ^^i)^ tba^ 
bleedingiiimetooeiuiiilarfae useful tot oaq wbo bad 
«o long takib.belU^n^: mtbout iMccesp. Hio 
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Shit&l dispositions ^never-ferttx^ Uakj e^ren Iftthe 
fha^ feathe hours t he ' freqnendf had meil 
ihacked befeve him while he sate at tablet ho^ 
nkMy intfing' '^eir mhtfortunes^ and blanim^ 
d^fcir e:secttfJoner. Whenever he kissed his m& 
ist misttess, he ffeheraliy laid h» hand eo her 
iieckf observing^ that, however smooth and 
loYdy it wa», he could take it off wh^n he 
}>Ieaaed* - Demanding of one whom he had re« 
ealled'ftom bttnshment, how he employed hinW 
«elf in Ms e^dle; and being told that he hnl 
prayed ^fi>r the' death of Tiberius, Caligula. im« 
Inediateiy coftciading thM those* whom he had 
banished, ^shed for ht^ death likewise) oom^ 
toanded that ail exiles should be slain withottl 
mercy. At one thne, being tncensed with the 
citiasens of ^ome!> he' wished -^tfaat all Hie 
Roman people' had but one necky ftet he migfaf 
dispatch' tbem at a single^bfow." • 

Such insupportable and capricious crtoltieK 
produced many tecret ooxispiracies vgaimt' htm ; 
6tit these were for a wMle deferred^ upon account 
of fus^nntended expediAoh agsunst the Germans 
and Britons, 'Which he undertook in the third 
year of his reign* - For this purpose he caused 
numerous levies to be made In all parts 
of the empirfej'and talked with so much* ^'^' 
resolution, tha^ it ^(na Imitenafiy hb^ ^^ 
Heved he would conquer 'ali beft)re hhn. ' 7^/ 
His ^mareh perfectly indicated 'the in* - ' • 
equsdity of 'his temper: sometimes it was so 
ttipid that the cohorts were obliged to leave theli^ 
atahdattls behind them; at other times it was 90 
Mow that h resembled a funend processkint more 
dian ft miHtary expedidon* However, all these 
ittighty pre p ara d ons ended in nothing* . Instead * 
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o£>coiigii^rij)g,Brttaui he poly gave refage to oa« 
of Us iMnisbed princes : and this he.desoribed. In 
hl^ letter to the seiuite, as taking possession ol" 
the whole is^iul. Instead of conquering Ger* 
iimpy, he led lus army to the sea*shore ^ there^ 
di^>osi;ig his engines and warlike machines witli 
^i|at .soks^nityy and drawing^ up the mm in 
order of 43attte, he wept on board his galley, wit^ 
which costing along, he comooanded his trum*' 
pets to SQund^and the signal to be givea aa if fo^ 
ap engagement;, upon which his men, having 
had previous ocdersy imnaediiOtely began to gathec 
the shells that lay upon the shore into their hel- 
jnttSf terming them .this spoils of the conquered 
ffieaau ^ftcx this expediticHi, which accords sq 
well mifk the character of Caligula^ calling his 
araiy J^gether, as a general a&^ victory) he 
haq^u^d tbuem in a pompous tnanner, ajnd 
highly extolled their achievements; and then 
^trihuting moipey among themy dismissed them 
w^th oixi[er8 to be joyful, and. congratulated them 
upon their ric)ies«' But that such exploits. .s]ioul4 
f^*pa^s without a mcnpuoria^ he caused a lofty 
tower to be er^ted by the sea-^do, and ordered 
the.^Hllqys in which he had put to sea, to be 
conveyed to Roiq^, in a great measure, by land* 
■'He. next, began to think of a triumph; but 
here.thQ.j^nate ibu^ thei^aselves in a dikimna^ 
They CQi^ered that a triumph 'would, even U» 
himself, app^f^ as a builesque upon his ^jq^ 
^qmf they therefore decreed him. only aa 
i^^on; and copvey.ed notice of this honour, in 
Ifj^rittavof the ^nost extravagant adulation. Ca^ 
ligula, however, felt their timid delicacy as an 
insult, and infomRd the messengers who invited 
I him to partake of tlie preparations which the 
senate had decreed, thaj^ he would, soon be at 
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Home ; and then laying his hand upon IiH 
MTbrd, addedy^^^ that he would bririg^ diat with 
him." In this manner, either entirely omitdng' 
his triumph, or deferring it to another time, he 
cfntered the city only with an ovation; while 
^e senate passed the whole day in acclamations 
iD his praise, and speeches filled with the most 
excessiTe flattery- This conduct^ in some mea- 
sure, served to reconcile him ; and soon d^er, 
tbcir excessive «eal in his cau^e erttirely recovered' 
Ms ftivour. Protogenes, one of the most intimale^^ 
^ttid the most cruel of hist fevourileS) ccriiitng ihtp- 
Ifie faousej wasfkwned upon' by the^ whole bod^ 
^ the senate, and particulariy b^ Pit>cfilus« -0* 
liiis Protogenes, vrWi • a fience Ictok, asked hoir 
one who was such an enemy to ^e emperor 
eould be such a friend to him ? There needed wir 
ftkort, to excite the senate agaifist- PorocnhiSi' 
T4iey instantiy adzed upon him^ and vidkukiy 
tore hhn m pieceis : plunly intU^tiHg bf «feit^ 
conduct, ^at tyranny in the prinoe pvedttces<?6p-^ 
iHMpondcht dispositions in thfe people. -* - 

It was after retummg from this extravagant 
Expedition, that he was waked on bf a deputation 
from the Jews of Alexandria^ who came lo 4t>' 
predate hfe angei^ for not wor^p^ng his diWrilty 
as other nations had done. He' was'emplojfed' 
ib looking over some houses of pleasure, afid^ 
givmg dit^ctions ^ the w^oritmen, when Fhilo^' 
the Jew, and' the rest of the embassy,' were ad- 
mitted to an-ftwHence* They approached him- 
with Jthe mdst profound hutnlltty, but i^ere aK 
temately treated with insiflt and banter $ ^t^ he 
kft their oai^te at last undect^d: ^ It wasupOft 
this occasion, that Phik>mAde the folk>wing tne^ 
morable remark to his associates, who i^^ 
tecriHed. with . apprehensioQa froHn the irecc^ob 
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t^hiA^xp^BicMic^s >< Fear ^^othingV cried h« 
to;i))eia^^Ca,ligf^ by declaring against yfi^ 
4 puto God OB oqr «de»'* . 

.^ Thifr reigQf seem^ to threateii universal cala- 
miljv^ it ,wa% howayer, almost as short as k de- 
served to be> . T^iere had airefkdy. been severs^ 
conspiracies fpnaoed to destroy the . tyrai^^ but, 
without SUGCI68S. That whi^h s^t last aucceededt 
in delivering the world .fixHU tl^is monster, was 
qfxo(5erted. wder the infioence of Cassius Che-, 
j^rtribiinitof .tl|^,.pf»»t0rian bands'. lie wff t<^ 
j^aifof e«p9r^^9<9Bed GOfii»g^^, an^afdentr^dniim; 
^ ,firee(^oip ^,.apdTj<»^ij9qjie?>ayi| .m W«my ^ 
tifr^t^rt 3eiji({e^it^ niotiy^ which ^h^. had ^» 
cipxnmDn iiRt^ .OtlveV inen^he/had received Pjfh 
pie^it^ Hisi^ fo)mf CaliCT^j who tpqk ajtiocc)^, 
qjlons tpf ^uin^g lu^{ii)to. ridi$:ulea and:iPI<!. 
lif &c;hi9g . himi of> cotwajj^ic^i merely becau^ 
MJl¥4^°f^/|o^aveiiU) ^enpin^e vo^ ; With 
Cbciya- jw;effe;:i»iMMi^i^edy;.iQ ;tfae san|e...dcs]^> 
mfffi^qf'^ rW»^; illusjtfiQus^ lien, of ^Rqmt;f. 
most of whoB) iW^^- ai^tuated by revenge^ fi»^ 
BerfiOl»i^i|^rie^>Q4 Hldigni^es. ; ,, 

r ,>WhUe t^e ecTiApiratif^s^ were^liber^ting upon, 
the, ix|o§t cert«i3(VjM)ud[ sp^je mt^i^iod cf fSeqting' 
l^r pRrpose^r ai> m^jtpected mddent.^Vj^.aev; 
9t^W&:k ¥> rtna cpuspij^tcy^ Pompe^u*, ^: aepar 
tpiR of ^i/^^pcticil^ Ji»!yji.»g fbeen ^wasivsed * be^«K 
t^:i€tmpfif«r;,.<rf .spflfak^^ with ^ 

t*«>§^kvt^ ;*)ii|feRner: cited ^ pnc^j Quin^Ua,. ^ 
%«^s%:,^ .<)Qii£ri^jft\i(s ^ccufati«tn, . Quinti|i% 
]^(»F^?/w^ 4ei|led .tlfte:,lii<|t vith. obstina^.^ an* 
' i^kig piK to the (?^Ui»^ #tthe inf(H^iper's ^Feqw^ 
q||«|ioi^'the,sev9i«8t;tonBentof the i^ withuu* 
thakracQtist^i^. : But what is most remarkaiief 
^: h^r iresalulpoa i^ that she M¥as acquainted with^ 
all Che part^culi^rs of th« ooni^piracy ; and| thought 
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Quamiwwi the "pm^n wippmafbeA*^ ^MmUtM 
iier toEtufe) she reveakd naddog : en the tal^ 
trary, wl^n she was led to tiiienoky«he Icbd^ip^ 
•oQ the toe of one of the tmmfiatnmjikitnBMAag 
at once fa^ laiowkd^e^^ the coiiledbacyy and 
Jier aim resQhitkm not to dmiige it* Ib tfaia 
XEianner she stifieied^ tmtU ail hec lunha were dis^ 
located ; and in that <leploiiiUe «tate was pDeaent* 
ed to ^e empemr, who ordered iier a gratuity for 
what alie had aufiered* Gherea coiild aow. na 
loiter contain his indignaliaiiy athc»g thus made 
the kistniment of a tyrant's cruelty. After, aeve- 
•ira] deiiherations, it was at last resolved to. attack 
iiim during the continuance of the Fafaitine ffoomk 
vHuchksted four day«; and tootfifce the blow 
•when his guards showid have the least opporti^ 
•nity to defend him* The first three days of the 
jgamea, however, passed without affording that 
opportunity which was so ardently desired* Che- 
afea now, therefoce, began to apprehend, thait de- 
ibring the completion of the conspiraoy liii^ht 
fbe a means of divulging it : he eve^ begl^ to 
dread, that the honour of killing the tyrant might 
•&il to the lot of some other person^ more intre- 
f»d or more fortunate than huxisel^ Wherefeie 
^e determined to execute the plot -the very ne«t 
•dayt when Caligula should pass through a private 
^galiery, to some ba^h% not &r diala^t.frc^n tl;^ 
fiakce* ... 

This bong settled^ the oonapimlws' waited thp 
gfeatest part of the day with eattreme anxiety for 
« &vourahle moment ; . aod jst one timCf Cheiea^ 
^xaaperated to mAdaesa, was ^ready tomsh into 
the midst oS the people 4Uid peipetnUe the deed. 
Just at that instant^ hoiv^ver, while .he was yet 
iiesHatit^ what he should do^ Ai|jpsemi% one of 
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tiMbfaMifjralaAi^i^iMqp^ to foilto t&d 

^«bjo)r rtlte (iHMRiai^oa bf. the /efttertaininQiit at 
^.^AiAcsi'ivitliffpwKter reiiahwv The etnperai^ 
ttnraibn^nsiiig'^ufV &e:JCQnspi«ati6r»^sed.«ve]7' 
pRicailtioiitai^Uep oflR the throngf^ ainiio BvammaA 
hixtt^ undd^piietMioeoC^iire^terassidtnt]?.. Upon 
<mteniig«Mttl6./iirauUfidigallei7'^ ixi.tht 

^tl|,i 4ie 5|ra& -met^ji a haul 'of C^recian othiK 
«ikieit^iiiiholnKi becfiitiatnicttd ihjnf%Mg>aiid/>ime 
iMme40{^^rfonbii)4bii prestnee^^ iti&was.mxob 
ioioce therefore^ goisige to 'feturb <itito:thetfaeaEtre 
inth them,' had • not ^tte4eadidr ^f the faahd te»- 
•cttsect hndAef^ OH accouiiti'of hn "voiee beu^ 
^dSkctod^by-k 4i6i44 < This ^a& the ihdnientvivhiGh' 
•Checfsfps^aed toJ&trike hiittito tiir fptnoid ;::<a7s- 
idd^ 4mty^^:T3rf8Ji^t^ think upon, thiil'^ . Imtne^ 
atdy ^ev^ tke^oth^rcohi^)irs{tois rasfaed iti> and 
ilfSfMitchedrlum ^th^thivty woiittds^ 
i . Such .I9^4is the tnck'itedldeath of Cahn 
^€aiig«ita>i in thil^tw^sdt^.innfch fi^r; of ha 
(igeftiter m^ragQiof ieai than ifouc yeais>?iiy iiriiicik 
^> gv«Bite0t-po^bIe atrocstie&i werd citnvded. 
With htoirhiii'vinfti aftd'Infiuit^daDgbteiTeLlso pe- 
4mhedy th£ o^4M9iti^ stabbed b^ia centurion', the 
i0th^v ihavlhi^ its bminsi dubed; out agastot tht 
'^Ml*^ HS^jnOiiey al$p was^ meked 'dbmtby a^de- 
^«iee^of*)h6^4^lgAkt6r^ ^nd itate^sla$ha'r£been<the 
universal wish, that neither his features nor his 
^Ame»d^t4k^»tn«mitd^W)tat«riCf. v 
•y^' :. \,l: ^Plieiaeitspimtai«9 vto^^had only aiii»il 
AC;,, atvdiis«i3>yilig'*nyiaiUv^^iti«^ refieob- 
• ' ' ing m^^ife imjo^ ealidssiaiv o£ the auuto, 
^tJ^'- ih^ tii»<|»(ilfieVidh)Ka»died Caiignlay than 
' ™' • tH<5f^'^gtdktiece0Ma^ for:. tHdr safety 
^tb T^it^v WhHei faffiipee iaid: Mr^ 'agitatifi^* the 
mast of the people^ a-^ cinsiderabie ferment wai» 
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leogl^ succ^ediqgy tlie ^B^mle, was^ permittpd to 
•Mconbie^ ia,ord^ t(^ d0\il^a^lte upap w|i^ waui 
necessary to be done in the present eva&^nf^Y* . 
X S&tuj^iijp^y.wlip was.Ul^p Qpnsuls insisted mtich 
upon thfs b^i^fits ioilil^rtyh <ui4 talked in raptures 
of Cfc^^rea's /orutude^jaji^ging that it deserved tbf 
Qoble^lv r^war4» Tlp^. ^^V^^t long ,h«rwed bf 
Hie criwJty.of :tfr^nl», ,p«ntQci p^ce .more for the 
f«»toratioii.of ^heir fonner freedom ; and even 
Teotored to ia^lk .of extingmahing the naane of 
C»8»t*; ., Imprest with this i-esoludpn, theyL 
bfougiit: over s^n^ef. ipphorts of the city to their 
mw%^aiid b0l4ij sij^used vpoa , the CapitoJ. Btiii 
^ jw)4a:mw .too la^ for Roia^ to fcgain her pris* 
tme iibei:ty» as^ Ij^ pop^ilace^. and the army in ge-» 
n^ral, .'Oppost^d: tj|ir<d^gn^ In this opposition of 
inter^at^ and^ai^sty of opinifms} change seejned' 
U iaalilo de^e tkkht^ of the empire* Some 
loidfiecs h^iippiitiing to run. about the palaces, dis* 
«OTertd; CiatlAuai: Qaligula-s uncle^ hirkiiig in a 
«Q<5ret|d»per WherQ hevhad hid himself U^rougb 
£sar*'; Ti^ man^Vbo had hitherto been despise^ 
for his ii»^Q<dU$y9: th^y reserved to make an em^ 
peix>r;i and 9gxQn^glf thefcairied him upon 
Iheir. shQUldefs:$o the camp* wiiere Chey pro-i 
ehunoed his eleiia^ion, at th^ momeia^ he e3(pect» 
ed nothbg but deajth* : 

, TiEi&' senate) .p^rceiviogithat, foi^ ^lone- wasv 
likielfi.to settle the suqpes^ion* made a, n^rit^f 
seteasityy and pas^g, a: decree to^confirmi the 
election of the militajy, went soqp iiftei: in a 
*body,. to render Claudius theii! con^p^lsiye ho^ 
mage. Cherea was the first who fell a sacriGice 
to the jealousy of this new monaix^h* He met 
deatii with. all. the fintitudb of an afiQieot Ro*- 
iamxh deairiiig to die. by the^s^usiL. ^wQrd wkki 
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whkh lie IM Idfled Ca^uk* ' Lupus, hWr:, 
IKeiidy was pat to death wiUi him; uid S^dbi*' 
ims', one of the con^rators, laid violent hand» 
on himself. 

Claudius, unele to the hAe tyrait, and nephew 
to. Tiberius, was fiffy years old when he begair 
to reign* The complicated diseases of hs» in* 
fimcf had, in somie measure, affected till' the^ 
. faculties both of hi^ body^ and mind. Nt)t thaft/ 
he was enth^ly destttilte of uAderstandiiig, aifite 
he had made a tolerable proficiency in the Greelf 
and Latin languages, and eren wrote a history 
of his own time ; ' bat his abilities did not fise t» 
mediocrity, and hfs capacity for business Wtt 
reckoned still more contemptible. Nevertheless,' 
the caprice of fortune made him an empeFOty 
and the commencement of his reign augtved 
welK He began by passing an act of oblivkKr 
ibr all. former words tfid actions, and disaniHilled 
all the cruel edicts of Caligula* He forbade aH 
pe^rsons, upon severe penalties^ to sacrifice to 
him, as they had done to his predecessor. He 
Was assiduous in hearing and examining com* 
plrants; and frequently administered justice iis 
person ; tempering, by his mildness, the severitf 
of strict justice. We are told of his bringing a 
woman to acknowledge her son, by adjudging 
her to marry him. The tribunes of the people 
coming one <lay to attend him, when he was on 
his tribunal, he courteously •excused himself for 
not baring room to ask them to Mt down. He 
took a iltope than ordinary care that Romi^ 
should be continually supplied with com ani* 
provisions. He was not Jess assiduous in his 
buildings, in which he •excelled almost aU wbor 
went before him. He constructed an tanaaang 
aqueduct} <alkd 'after his.4>w& oam^ whicii 
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ixujes ^distance,: ^r^MgU high lapantions, mid 
Ql^.d^^ :V^.ky9*^ Hei^ade jalsQ aa haven: at 
Q^tm ^ ^ wprl^ of such immense expeosie^ tW 
^ »a,ie^cesAQr& y^n^ unM^! ' ^o maintain it* fiu^ 
liiajtiS^Q^^I.WjC^i;^ pf all w§s draining the late 
K^Miun^ J^^ laiKl^t in Iu4y», and conveying, it* 
"m^r iimlp the Tyber» in order to strengthen the 
€«ttTQnt<^ that river., . .. 
■: But while, >e • i^as .inlent on ;wW might 
^ovn or he ben^gpi^ t([x th«^intQiriar> Jte ^id.DQi, 
PSf^t J;h«.iKstaji|. provindep.; .He restored 
wyeral prki^^ la ^tb^ir Jungdomsy vkohad heed 
HDJMsdf.. dis||osj»e9sed >y his pred^oes^oraj mA 
boib hiar^J^vour and. bisenmitfi lewufda, sense 

1 ^fi. jeK€» ,«idertook Uk ijratifjj: . the^people by 
femgn mf9m^ iTh^ fidtons^. who. h«* 
*w Jdearljp, .ohjs bundnsd yoaj^, heen. left in^ti>fi, 
i||idi»tii]^N^i:;po^sessipn of,, theii;. o;fnt! iaia^^ 
h<;giui. I»t. fiu^.th^' noe^i^hUpn pCRomeyJn rogim 
t#.ihei:rint4stiiM3.qu9<nsela} and one Bericuay ii^hi» 
q«me. ^ a^ dfipnly U> .^me> i>y maeny.argtt-t 
me«^)/pei?^ad^ .th^. mp^rQr,ta.inake.:a« d^ 
m^fA . qpon th^. i9land«, niii^nji^ing:, thft 9d9axH> 
tap» tha^: wQttldLatljE»d. the ..<x»<pi«it.<of ^» « Ini 
W^^amt^of bift advLce» thene£»re9. PlaiUlua» tha 
VMar%Vfm ctLxiei)ed to .go intOi.Gauh iu)dinak& 
]^is^iacatioMA.%ihia,greatexpeditiQn« .ilt. firsts 
however^ iiia /SoUifSPs. ae^aked averse Jvoga .tfacr 
^l^he^if^ <Jeclwing!. that Ihey . .were, unwilling /to 
make .war;, beyond the^IinaitdioC^the W0Bki» ioD 
so 4liey. Judged Britain to be ; but by dait o£. 
persuasion .tl^y embarked ; and the Bri- ^ p 
tona^ under the conduct of thcirking Cy- 4^. ' - 
noheiinns; were several times overthrown* 
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' l^hese Isuccesses soon after induced CUauitti^ • 
to visit Britain in person, that he might par* 
ticipate in the honour of conquest; but after 
continuing there no more than sixteen da^s, ia 
which his time was wholly taken up in receivif^ 
homage, he returned to Rome. Great tejiNelngj^ 
were made on this occasion : the senate decreed 
him a splendid triumph ; tnUmphal arches weve' 
erected to his honour, and • annual games ia-> 
tltitiited to commemorate his victories* In the 
mean time, the war was vigorously prosecuied- 
by Plautius and his lieutenant Vespasian, who^^ 
according to Suetonhis, fought thirty . batdes' 
with the enemy, and by that means redUc^a^ 
part of the island into the "form of a U»*^ 
^&? man province* However^ this war brcico> 
' . out aifresh under the go^efmnenl; -of 
Ostorius, who succeeded Plautius. The Britons^ 
dllier despisiag him for want of expeHenee, M- 
hoping to gain advantsges over a peraoa, Dew^| 
eome to command^ rose up in arms, smA di9«' 
elakned the Roman power. The Iceni, the^ 
Caagt, and the Brigantes, made a pow^rfiil^ 
resistance, though Uiey were at length ^ep-' 
come; but the Silures, orinhabitants Of %uth> 
Wales, under their king Caractacus, proved vevf 
Ibnniilable opponents. This prince wi& g^^H^' 
eonduct, removed the seat of war intd the- nieft; 
inaccetoible- parte of the country ; and for nine* 
year a kept the Romans in amtiniial alarm. 
< Caractacus, however, at last finding himielf 
obliged to come to a decisive engagement^ ad- 
dressed his countrymen with calm r^%tlion'V 
telling tliem, that this battle would either establish 
their liberty, or confirm their servitude ; that 
they ought to remember the bravery <rf their 
ancestors, by whose valour they where deUvered 
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frmik tees ^od tributes ; and that this was th« 
time to show themselyes equal to. their pro* 
gcoitoFS. Nothing) however^ that undisciplined 
ii^onriS^ald perform, availed i^^nst the conduct 
di the' Roman legions* . After an obstinate fight« 
te Britons were entirely routed : the wife and 
daughter of Caractacus were taken prisoners ; 
.and himself afterwards treacherously delivered 
Qp to the/ c<Miquerors« When he was brought 
to Rome, nothing could exceed the curiosity of 
the people? to behold a man who had, for so 
jnany years, braved the power of the empiret 
On his part he testified no marks of base de* 
jection.; but, as he was led through the streetsi 
happ^ing to observe the splendour of every 
f>bject wound him, " Alas ! (cried he) how is it 
f^ possible, that people possessed of such mag# 
"nificence at home, could think of envying 
^ Caractacus an humble cottage in Britain I" 
When he was brought before the emperor, while 
.the other captives sued for pity with the most 
abject lamentaticms, Caractacus stood before the 
: tribunal with an inti-epid air, and seemed leather 
willing to accept of pardon, than meanly solicits 
cms of suing for it. " If," cried he towards the 
close of his speech ^* I had yielded immediately^ 
f^ and without opposition, neither my . fortune 
"would have been remarkable, nor your glory 
^memorable:' you would have ceased to hie 
" victorious, aijid I had been forgotten. If now, 
« therefore) you spare my life, I shall continue 
^ « perpetual e^mple of youn cjem^ncy." 
Claudius had the generosity to pardon him, and 
Ostorius was decreed a triumph, which however 
he dni not live to enjoy. Though the Briton§ 
were thua humbled, they were . by. no means 
«iiftirely Subdued: several new revolts ensued; 
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ind « warfare was canic^ ton ^ ttiat c<jutiti^9 
during; the whole reign of ClatK^Us. • v , > 

But' to iretum fi<om thi» ditidpation oferent* : 
Claadhis, ^hd had begtm' hi^reign wtth «ineh 
promise, soon beg^ to Itvmti hi» dafe^^fcM' %fb 
publick, and f%> tbmftilt to'h!« ^^uiites sdi thici 
cdncems of the impite. Mdnof n^it>w captei^ 
liea and f&ieble ttttnds arts <i!fily goddtrt- eviS'^ia 
they happen to fall iiito' the hands Of virtuous «» 
Vicious guides; awd, unhappily fef htfti, -hi* 
directors were, to the last degree, abandom^ 
and tnfkmous. The ehief of these Was his wift^ 
Messaliila, Whose i&aiiife {s alttitfet becdtne -flk^oiti^ 
mon tertn to exjjress fefhal6 profligacy. Sobi» 
brdirtate* to her were the empertjr's freedwient 
PaHas, the treasurer ;' Nafcisstfs, the se^fl^tary'of 
•tate ; and Callistus, the master df ittie' requests; 
These enth-ely govertted €lmtdiui'5 so Ifiat he 
was only left the fatigues of eeretnony,* whife 
they were possessed of all the power bf the-stkt^. 
It- would ht tedlotis' to enumerate the i/te4t>til 
Cruelties which these fnsidiotrr advJ^t^ dbilged 
the feeble emperor to comnfit ; 6Veti against n^ 
own family, which, on oiie pretence or anotheis 
Was almost exterminated.' Great numbers * of 
others fell a sacrificed to the jealCMisy of M^tesaHna 
and her ininibns, who bore so^^at a sWiiylii 
tliig state, that all offices, dignhies, and g<H»efii^ 
merits, ' wei^> entfi»eiy at theiKdteposai ^'Wliifti 
every thing was pat to ^ sale. These dis6wiert 
in the tnittistiefs of govern men«- 'did- Hot' fail to 
produce conspiracies tigainst the empeitxr; s^fm6 
of Whidh Were quashed when Iri embryoy^rfiut 
w^at gatb him the greatest utieasinei»r, 's(rfd> was 
pcrfwSfhed with the most onrdetitinigfSe^ieifity^M^ 
thfe-'t*ev<a«? of'GamHluS,' his iiedf6Whniigbv«ivoif 
in Dalfnatiav This- general, indt^ -by/jmiSKf 
of the principal men of Romci openly rebelled 
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tg^Qsl bim, tdid assumed the title of emperor, 
Kotiung could exceed the terrors of Claudius, 
oa this occasion : his nature and his crimes had 
disposed him to be more cowardly than the rest 
<tf mankind ; so that when Camillus commanded 
Jdm by his letters to relinquish the empire, and 
retire to a private station, he seemed inclined to 
«bey> But his fears upon this account were 
soon removed; for the legions which had de- 
clared, for Camillus, being terrified by some re- 
markable prodigies, shortly after abandoned 
Yoxol ; so that the m^i whom but five days before 
they had acknowledged as emperor, they now 
thought it no infamy to destroy. The cruelty 
ti Messaltna and her minions u|x>n this occasion, 
luievv no tK>uads. They so wrought upon the 
emperor's fears and suspicions, that number^ 
Were executed without trial or proof; and scarcely 
any, even those who were but barely suspected, 
escaped, unless by ransoming their lives with 
their fortunes. 

Among the number of illustrious, sufferers, 
were Petus and his faithful Arria. Cecina Petus, 
one of those unfortunate^ men who joined with 
Camillus after his associate was slain by the 
amiy, had endeavoured to escape into Dalmatia. 
There he was apprehended, and put on board a 
^p, in order to be conveyed to Rome. Arria, 
who had been long the partner of his affections 
and misfortunes, entreated his keepers to be 
taken in the same vessel with her husband. 
'< It is usual," said she, "to grant a man of hi« 
** quality a few slaves, to drgss, and undress, and 
*< attend him; but I will perform all .these of- 
^fices, and save you the trouble of a more nu- 
*^ merous retinue." Her fidelity, however, could 
not prevail. She therefore, hired a ftsherman"^ 

A0Mfi«-^|I« Q 
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baik) and thus kept company witfT the sfa^iH 
which her husband was conveyed, through the 
voyage. They had an only son, equally re^ 
markable for (he beauty of his perscm, and the 
rectitude of his disposition* This youth died at 
the time his father was confined to his bed. by a 
dangerous disorder. However, the affectionate 
Arria concealed her son's death> and in hev 
visits to her husband testified no marks of sad- 
ness. Being asked how her son did, she replied 
that he was calm, and only left her husband's 
chamber to give a vent to her tears. Whra 
Petus was condemned to die by his own 
hands, Arria us^d every art to inspire him with 
i*esoiution; and at length, .finding him ccmtinue 
timid and wavering, she took the poniard, and 
stabbing herself in his presence, presented it to 
him, saying, " It gives me no pain, my Petus." 
While the favourites of the emperor endea^ 
youred to establish his and their own authority 
by such cruelties, they found it . necessary to 
support their influence by working on the terrors 
of Claudius, which they did so effectually, that 
he never ventured to go to any feast without 
being surrounded by his guards, nor would he 
suffer any man to approach him without a pre- 
vious search* Thus wholly employed by his 
anxiety for self-preservation, he entirely left the 
care of the state to his favourites, who by degrees 
gave him a relish for slaughter. Nor was he 
less regardless of the persons he condemned, 
than cruel in the infliction of their punisbmenti 
Sw:h was his extreme stupidity, diat he would 
frequently invite those to supper whom he had 
put to death but the day befoie ; and often de* 
nied having given orders for an execution, but 
a few hour$ after pronouncing sentence* Sue* 
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hamm assures tn that there were no less than 
tiHTtf-fiye senators, and above three hundred 
imights, executed in his reign; and that such 
was his unconcern in the midst of cruelty, that 
ene of his tribunes brmging him an account of a 
certain, senator who was executed, he owned 
that he had quite forgot his offence, but calmlji 
acquiesced in his punishment. 
. In the mean time, Messalina, become more 
daring by long continued success in crimes, set no 
hounds to her enormities* After appearing for 
some years insatiable in her desires, she at length 
fixed her affections uponCaius Silius, the most 
beautiful youth in Rome* She oUiged him to 
divorce his wife, Junia Syllana) that he mtgfat 
entirely devote himself to her, cohabiting with 
him in the most open, manner, and treating him 
with the most shameless* familiarity* The im* 
perial ornaments were even conveyed to his 
house ; and the empercH-'s slaves and attendants 
had orders to wait upon the adulterer* NoUiing 
was wanting to complete the insolence of their 
conduct, but their being married; which was 
soon after effected, during a temporary retire- 
ment of the emperor at Ostia. Messalina, oh 
this occasion, giving a loose to hei passion, ap« 
peared as. a Bacchanalian with a thyrsus in her 
hand ; while Silius assumed the character and 
dress qf Bacchus. A. troop of singers and 
dancers attended, who heightened the revel with 
the pEiost lascivious songs and the most indecent 
attitudes* In the midst of this riot, one Valens, 
a buffoon, is said, to have climbed a tree; 
and being demanded what he saw, answered, 
that he perceived a dreadful storm coming from 
Ostia. 
. >y hat this fellow spoke at random, was actually 
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ftt that time in pwparatioa. It seeiwliiat 
time before, there had been a quait^l betm^eti 
Messafina and Nanciseus the empefor^i first freed^ 
niflii. This subdle minister no«r afi^iled himaeif 
of the oppoitunitf vdiich die mad passixM of die 
empress furnished, to effbct her rain, by^adis^ 
eovery of her infamy, and urging the necessity^ 
of speedy punishment. Claudius, quite terrified 
at 10 unexpected a relation, frequently inters 
rupted his iteedman, by asking if he vpaa stilt 
master of thie empii^^ Being assured that he 
yet had it in his power to continue so, ho »©• 
solved to punish the affront 'offered to his digitkf 
without delay. Nothing could estceed theeoB- 
ateniation of Messalina and her thoughtlesis oom« 
panions, upon being mform^d that the etnpeiltir 
was coming to disturb tlietr festivity* Every 
one retired in the utmost confusion* Siiius was 
tiLken ; and Messalina, after a short interfal cf 
concesdment, attempted to mollify the empdNM^ 
Wt^h, but finding him inflexible, she was obliged 
to retire in despdr. ■^' 

i Nux^issus being thus &r successful, led CiM^ 
dius to the house Of the adulterer ; Where ht 
showed him the apartments adorned with *th6 
spoils of his own* palace ; and' then cond^tinig* 
kim to the pr^torian camp, revived iiis <:da!'8ge 
by giving him ^ssumnces of the alacrity of^ 
soldiers in> his defence. Having thus artfolly 
wrought upon his fears • and ' resentment, the' 
wretched Silius was commanded to appear, who 
making no defence, was instantly put to d^tli- 
in tiie einperor's pre^ehce. ' Several Hithcfrsshared; 
the same fate, but Messalina still flattered her- 
self with h6pe» of a pardon, from her natural in- 
fluence over Claudius, and the well known 
timidity of his disposition. In fact, after re^ 
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from- tbe execution of her psmmomv 
imvifig allayed his resentment in a banquet, he 
tegan to relent. He therefore commanded his 
attendants to apprise that miserable creature, 
meaniog Messalina, of his resolution to hear her 
accusation the next day, and ordered her to be 
in readiness ivith her defence. The permission 
lo defend heraelf might have proved &tal to 
Narcissus, if he had not rushed out, and ordered 
^be tribunes and centurions, who were in rea« 
dinoss^ to execute her immediately, by the em- 
peror's command* Upon their arrival at the 
^Jace of her retirement, they found her stretched 
upon the ground, attended by her mother Le« 
j^da* who exhorted her to prevent her punish* 
ment hy a voluntary death. But she was too 
much Boftened by luxury, to lie able to face 
death without terror ; ; and ^ve way to tears and 
unpitied distresc. At length, taking a sword 
hwa one of the soldiers, she put it to her breast ; 
but her fears still prolonging the blow, the tri- 
bune ran her through the body^ and so dis- 
patched her* Claudius heard of her death in 
ithe midst of his banquet ; but showed not the 
least appearance of emotion* He continued at 
taUe with his usual tranquillity, while neither 
his affection for her, the joy of her accusers, nor 
the sorrow of his children, had the least visible 
effect upon his temper. As a proof, however, 
that this proceeded rather ftx>m stupidity than 
fortitude, the day following, while be was 
sitting at table, he asked why M essalina was ab- 
sent, as if he had totally forgotten her crimes 
and her fate. 

Claudius, being now a widower, declared 
publicly, that as he had been hitherto un- 
Q2 
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fcrtiinate iu his marriages, he wtrnH rekmW 
BiDgle for the- future y but it was not long befete 
he espottsed Agrippiiiay the daughter of lus bro- 
ther Germanicufiy a woman who had- poisoned 
•her former husband* and who, if possH^, was 
more practised in vice even than the If^ txtt» 
press* Neither her character, however, nor^he 
near rdation in which she stood to Ciasdius, 
prevented him from taking her to hiB bed ; % 
having been used to live under the cctotroi 
of women, he seemed unha{^7 without a di» 
rector* 

Agrippina's chief aims were to gain the i^- 
cession in favour of her son Nero, and to set 
aside the claims of young Britannitus, son to. 
the emperor and Messalina. For this purpose 
she married Nero to the emperor's daughter 
Octavia, a few days after her own marriage. 
Not long after this, she urged the emperor to 
strengthen the succession, in imitatk>n of his 
predecessors, by making a new ad<^taon; ^ 
advising him to take in her son Nero, in some 
measure to divide the fatigues of government. 
The feeble prince, who implicitly obeyed his 
prompter,^ yielded to her persuasions, awi 
adopted Nero in preference to his only son Bri- 
tam^icus* Her next care was to increase her 
son's popularity, by giving Mm Seneca for a 
tutor. This excellent man, by birth a Spanhrfd, 
had been banished into the island of Corsica by 
the intrigues of Messalina. The people loved 
and admired him for his genius, but still more 
for his strict morality ; and a part of his re- 
putation therefore necessarily devolved on l^s 
pupil. Agrippina was not less assiduous in pre- 
tending the utmost aifection for Britannicus; 
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^H^aamyhomiyetj ntae nMOi^p^ al a proper time 
la destfoj : bot her jtsaloosy was iiot confined to 
one ^ject5 not h^r a«iiMtion gratiied by oiv 
(^liary indiilgenceft* ClaudiuA wad more a slave 
tfanft every but he did not bear her tyranny with- 
out reluctancer In shorty Agrippina's imperioua 
temper beg^n. to git>w insupportable to him ; 
and lie was heard to declare, when heated with 
wine, that it wiL<s his fate to suffer the. di%* 
orders of his wives, and to be their executioner* 
This expTCi&sion sunk deep on her mind, and en- 
gaged all her faculties to prevent the blow. Her 
first core was to remove NareissaS) whom she 
hated upon many accounts, but ];^rt]cularly ibr 
Ms attachment to his master* This minister, fot 
some time, found means to counteract her de- 
signs ; but at length thought fit to retire, by a 
voluntary exile, into Campania. The unhappy 
emperor, now exposed to all the machinations oF 
his insidious consort, without one fiiend on whom 
he could rely, seemed, nevertheless, regardless 
of the dangers that threatened him. His affec^ 
tbn for Biitannicus was perceived every day to 
mcrease ; aftd this served to increase the vigi- 
lance of Agrippina, and add stings to her 
jeatousyi • l^e therefore hesitated no longer to 
practise • a crime which she had previously me- 
dita^d f namely, tKat of poisoning her husband. 
As she had been long conversant in this horrid 
practice, she applied to a woman called Lpcustaj 
notorious for assisting on such occasions. The 
poison was given the emperor among mushrooms^ 
a dish he was particularly fond of. Shortly after 
having eaten, he dropped down insensible ; but 
this caused no alarm, as it was usual with him 
to sit eating till he had stupified all his faculties^ 
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and was obUged to. be cunied off lo Ui bfed fi«iBi$ 

the table. However, his constitution :seeraed to 
overcome the effects of the potion^ which alarm* 
ing Agrippii^^ 8^ directed an abandoned pby-*/ 
sician, who was hercreature^ to thrust a paisonod 
feather down his throat, under pretence of: 
making him vomit; which soon put a period t<y 
bis life. 

.^ ^ The reigp of this emperof, feeble and 
. 55, ' impotent as it was, produced no great. 

calamities in the state, since his empties 
y^' were chiefly levelled at those about lus 

person* The inhalntants of Rome at this< 
time amounted to six millions eight hundred and 
forty-four thousand souls: a number so pro* 
digious, compared with the populfition of the. 
gres^est modern cities, that nothing but the best 
evidence could prevent our doubt of its ac- 
curacy. In such a concourse, it is probable that 
every virtue and every vice must come to thdur 
highest pitch of reflnement. However, the ge« 
neral charactjer of the times was that of cor* 
ruption and luxury; for wherever there is a 
great superfluity of wealth, there will also be 
seen a thousand vicious modes of exhausting it* 
The military spirit of Rome, though much re* 
laxed, still continued to awe mankmd; for ev^i 
in this weak and inglorious !«ign, the terror of 
the Roman name alcne kept the rest of the -world 
in submission. 

Agrippina having thus succeeded against the 
life of her husband, employed all her addresa. 
to conceal the catastrophe, till she had arranged 
her measures for securing the election of Nero, 
for whose advancement she had been ]^otting 
so long and with such anxiety, that when an 
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«iM)hfger cmce told hei*, ^ he iroald on;^ day* 
be ^inperof) afkd the esmse of her death,'^ nhe' 
i9^iedv'^LethitiildUme,pndvidedherei^ii.'' Sn- 
w^ did 6he cotinCerfek grief in her own famils^^- 
sind die6eit in reg^td to thfe publick, that it wa9 
not actually- known that Clau^us was dead, tiSf 
iiBRy, ^suUompknled bf Bdtrhus, prefect of <he 
pnet<»lanf guards, issued to peceive the con^' 
gratiilafdoi^s of the people and the army* The 
cahtaty then attending^ proclaimed him with the 
k>tidest acdamatiohe, though not without m^^ng 
some inquliiei^ after Britannieus *• He was 
catvfied ifi a chariot to the rest of the army; 
where, having m^e a speech proper for the oc^ 
eftsion, and promising' them a donation, in th^ 
manner <^ his p{^decessdl*S9 he was^ without dif* 
fi^Olty'dect^Ered emperor by the army, the senate^ 
ttid thi3 pKople^ -» 

^ Nero; -though bttt de^rehteen yeirs 6f age, bci* 
^ bi^ iheign with the general approbJation of 
Ina^klhd. He showed the most pious regard 
tothe'niemory of the d^eased emperor, aridproJ 
*«red hiin lo bte cainomzed. As he owed the 
empiric to ^Ag^ipp^na, so, in the beginning, ho( 
Attbinitted to- her directions with the riiost im- 
Idicit ebedittnce- On her part, she seemed re-' 
dolved en goveriiihg with her natural ferocity, 
and considered her private animosities as the 
ohly rule to guide her in publick justice. Imme- 
diately after the death of Claudius, she caused Si- 
fiHus, the* pro-consul of Asia, to be assassinated, 
ttpdri' very slight suspicions, and Vithout even 
turqu^tihg the emperor with her design. The 

» Thesdn ofClaudiusby Meualina/Andattiiattiitit 
a cliild* . i 
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ne<t object of her reseotnent waaNcrciiniii^ diiv^ 
kte emperor's favourite; a man equally no- 
torioos for the greatness of his wealth, aii^fehe. 
oumber of his crimes* He too was {mt to dcaMii 
by Agrippina's order, although Nero reused: 
lus consent* 

Seneca and Burrhus, the emperor's tutor and 
general, opposed these cruelties} for, though 
they ovred their rise to the empress, they w&^ 
above being the instruments of her baseness. 
They therefore combined in an opposition.; 
and gaining the young emperor on their sidcy: 
formed a plan of power at once the most mer* 
cifiil and wise. In fact, the beginning of Nero's 
reign, while he continued to ast by their coUa- 
sels, has always been considered as a model for 
succeeding princes- The famous emperor Tn^as^ 
iised to say,* " that for the first five years, all 
other governments came short of his." The 
young monarch knew so well how tg conceal 
his innate def»^vity, that. his. nearest friends 
could scarcely perceive his virtues t& be assumed* 
He appeared, just, liberal, and humane ; and his 
condescention and affability were not less thsoi 
his other, virtues ; so that the Rom^s began tOi 
think, that Heaven had sent .them a prince^ 
whose clemency would compensate for the^ 
tyranny of his predecessors. . 
. In the ,mean time, Agrippina, who was ex-^ 
eluded from any share in the government, at- 
tempted, by every possible method,' to maintaia 
her declining power* Perceiving that her son 
had fallen in love with a freedwomaU) named 
Acte, and dreading the influence of a concu- 
bine, she tried every art to prevent his growing 
passion. However, in so corrupt a court, it 
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was no difikult matter for the emperor to find 

..other confidants, ready to assist him in his 
wishes. I'he gratification of his passion, there- 
im*e, in this instance, only served to increase 
his hatred for the empress. Nor was it long 
before he gave evident marks of his disobedi- 
ence, by displacing Pallas, her chief favourite* 
It was upon this occasion, that she first per- 
ceived the total declension of her authority, 
which threw her into the most ungovernable fu- 
ry- In order to add terror to her rage, she pro- 
claimed that Bntannicus, the real heir to tlie 
throne, was still living, and in a condition to 
receive his father's empire, which was now pos- 
sessed by an usurper. She threatened to go to 
the camp, and there expose his baseness and 
her own, invoking all the furies to her assist^ 
ance. These menaces served to alarm the sus- 
picions of Nero ; who, though apparently guided 
by his governors, yet already began to give way 
to his natural depravity. He therefore deter- 
mined upon the death of Britannicus : and con* 
trived to have him poisoned at a publick banquet. 
Agrippina, however, still retained her natural 
ferocity ; she took every opportunity of obliging 
and flattering the tribunes and centurions ; she 
heaped up treasures, with a rapacity almost un« 
exampled^ all her actions seemed calculated to 
raise a faction, and make herself formidable to 
the emperor. Whereupon Nero commanded her 
German guard to be taken from her, and obli- 
ged her to lodge out of the palace. He also in- 
terdicted paiticular persons from visiting her, 
and went himself but rarely and ceremoniously 
to pay her his respects. Thus she soon found 
that, with the emperor's favour, she had als» 
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Imi die anidiiitf ^rf* her friends, ^le was eveft 
accused by Silana of conspiring against her son, 
and of designing to many Plautius, a person de- 
■cended from Augustus, and of making him em« 
peror ; but her day of retribution was not yet ar- 
rived. 

• As Nero increased in years, his crimes seem- 
ed to increase in propoition. He now began to 
take a strange pleasure in running about, the 
city by night, ^sguised like a slave. In this 
vile habit he entered tavems and brothels, at- 
tended by the lewd ministers of his pleasures, 
attempting the lives of such as opposed him, and 
frequently endangering bis own. In imitation 
of the emperor's example, numbers of profligate 
young men infested the streets likewise ; so that 
©very night the city was filled with tumuk and 
disorder. However, the people bore all these 
levities, which they ascribed to the emperor's 
youth, with patience ; having occasion every 
day to experience his liberality, and having also 
been gratified by the abolition of many of their 
taxes. The provinces also were no way affected 
by these riots ; for, except some disturbances 
on the side of the Farthians, which were soon 
suppressed, they enjoyed the most perfect tran*- 
quillity. 

But those sensualities, which for the first four 
yeara of his reign produced but few disorders, 
in the fifth became alarming. He first began 
to transgress the bounds of decency, by deserting 
Octavia, his present wife, and by taking to his 
arms Poppea, the wife of his favourite Otho, a 
woman more celebrated for her beauty than her 
virtues. This was anotlier grating circumstance 
to Agrippina, who vainly used all ker interest 
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tDdlfigrace Poppea, suid^ hykhe ttioftf ti^Mboo^ 
offbtSf to reinstate h^grsblf in h^ 60Ti*ftloait faToor^ 
The consequence of tills was, that sh* inflamed 
the resentment' of Poppea, and at Ui&t itnpetled- 
Nero to coAi^iliit p&rHcicle, in* older to eatisfy heit 
fevenge. Sh^ began het' arts by tirgiag him ta 
div5rce his present wife, and many her: fthe 
reproached him as a pupil, who wanted flot only 
power orer others, but Ubeity to direct YshiamASi 
She insinuated the dangei^us designs of Agfip^ 
pinU 5 ieittd^ by degrees, - accfustom^ his mind 
to r^flfect lipon parricide,' without horror. Hi« 
crueFfits, however, cigairtst his mother btsgari 
rather by several circumstances of pettf malice^ 
thari by atty downright injury. He Encouraged 
several person^ to tease herewith litigious suttsf 
he emptoyed some of the meanest of the people 
to sing satirical songs against her under her 
windows. At last, finding the*se ineffectual in! 
breaking her spirit, he resolved on putting her 
to death. His ^irst attempt '^as by poison ; bi!t 
thi&, though twice repeated,' pix)ved ineflfettual, 
as she had fortified her constitution against it' 
by antidotes. A ship was next contrited in s<^ 
artificial a matiner as to fall* to pieces 'In* thitf 
water, on board of 'Which she was* invited^ s^il 
to the coasts of Cakbrra. ' However, this pfcw! 
was as ineffectual as the former: the marin^r^ 
not being all apprised of the secret, ditetul'fed 
each other's • operations ; so that the' ship rtdt 
sinkliig as readily as was expected, AgHp^it 
found means to continue swimmings tafl^shE ^^ 
taken up by a vessel casuaHy - passing tti'tfui 
same track. > . .. .. * 

Nero thus' finding that all" his ' machination^ 
were discovered, resolved to throW ofr. the maskj 

ROME. — II. R ' .1 . •) ' ■ * 



d by Google 



and put her openly to death. To give some 
Qoii»ur>of jiu^e to this horrid deed, he caused 
li report to be spread, that she had conspired 
against him{ and a poniard was dropped at his 
feet by one who pretended a command from 
.^^ppina to assassinate him* In consequence 
of this be applied to his governors Seneca and 
Burrhus, for theiradvioe and assistance. Things 
isere now come to such a crisis, that no middle 
way Gptdd be tidi^en ; and either Nero or Agrip- 
pina was to fall. Seneca, therefore, kept a pro- 
found silence; while Bturhua, with more reso- 
lution, refused to be the perpetrator of so great a 
crime* In this embarrass roent« his ftx^edman Ani- 
cctos, offered his services ; which Nero accepted 
with the greatest joy, crying out, " that this was 
the first moment he ever found himself an 
emperor." This wretch, therefore, taking with 
)ikn a body of soldiers, surrounded the house (^ 
AgripfHna, and then forced open her doors« As 
he yroke into her apartment, accompanied by 
two soldiers) she immediately read her &te in 
tlwjir looks; but still, however, preserved pre- 
sence of miiMi sufiicient to ask the cause of their 
coming- " If," cried she, " you come to in- 
^ qukie' after my health, you may inform the 
^ emperor that I am better ; but ilf you come 
** with any worse intention, you alone, and not 
<< my son, must bo guilty." To this the cx- 
^ciitioners made no reply, but one of them 
(laftbed his club at her head, which never- 
thokss did not dispatch her. Now, therefore, 
Ending that she was to expect no mercy, and 
seeing Anicetus draw his sword to stab her, she 
presented her boseni, crying out, " Strike here, 
*' for this pbce gave With to a nwnster." The 
executioners having dispatched her, with several 
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^rounds,, feft her dead on the couch, and went 
to. iD&rm Nero of what they hod done. ^ ^ 
Some historians say, that this monster 60. 
came immediately to view the body; ^ q^ 
ending this hornd awnrey, by coolly ob-* qq3. 
serving that he never thought that his mo- 
ther had been so handsome* However this be* 
be vindicated his conduct next day to the senate^ 
i^io iK>i only excuseds'but applauded his impiety* 
All the mounds of virtue being thus broken 
down, Nero gave a loose to his sqipetitesw There 
seemed a strange contrast in his disposition : for 
whtle« he practised cruelties, which were suffi- 
cient to freease the mind with horror, he was 
had of those amusing arts that soften and refine 
die heart. He was particulariy addicted, eveii 
from childhood, to muuck, and not totally igno- 
rant of poetry. But chariot-driving w»s hit hh 
vourite pursuits He never missed the citcifli» 
when charriot«rBces were to be exlubited there { 
afipearing at first privatdyt and soon after pabp- 
My ; dlK at kst, his passion increaung by in>- 
dulgence, he was not content with being meceif 
a spectator, but resdved to become one of the 
principal performers* His governors^ howeveis 
did all io th^r power to restrain this pitifiilain* 
bition ; bMit finding him resolute, they enclosed 
a space of ground in the vaUey of the Vatican, 
where be first exhtlHted only to some chosen 
spectators, but shortly after invted the whole 
city. The praises of his flattering subjects only 
stimulated him sdU more to these unbeoomtng 
tmrsuits ; so that he now resolved to assume a 
new character, and to appear as. a singer upon 
the stage. He had been instructed dn the prin- 
ciple^ of mu«ck from his childhood ;. and^ upon 
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his advBiicement toth^ empire, he lAd pift faifli- 
self uader tbe most celebAted masters* He 
pisOientiy submitted to thek instructions^ and 
used all those methods which singers practise, 
either to mend the voice* or tmpro^'e its ycMaib- 
lity. Yet, notwithstanding all his assiduity, fak 
v<XiQe was both. feeble and nnpleseant; but such 
as it^was, he resolTed to e:&hibit it to the. pv^Uela. 
His first appearance was ^ at games o£ his orvn 
institution, called Juveniles ; where he advanced 
upon the stage, tutiing bis instrument to his 
voice, with great appearance of skill. Ag^roupe 
(^ tribunes and centurions attended behind-him'; 
while his oM governor^ Burrhus, stood neav^his 
hojueful pupil, with indignatiDn in his opnat^ 
nances' and praises on liis lips: * i 

. Furnished with sudi taints as these^ lor 
living pleasure, he was resdved to make'' the 
^kmr of his empire^ and gtnie the most piihtick 
display of his abilities wherever he came* . The 
plehqe-of his first exhifaittoo^ upon leaadng RoH^ 
•vas At ibfaples. The<;rowds Uieit were so great, 
«tid the curiosity' of the people so earnest .ib 
litariag him, that.they did not perceive an earthr 
quidLe vfhich happened while he was singing* 
While he continued to peribrm, n6 penion' was 
|>enmtted to depart from the theatre, upon any 
pretence whatsoever ; but^ome were so fatigued 
with- hearing him, that they leaped priv:ate)jr 
from the wails, or pretended to fall intofklnting 
fits, in order to be carried out. An old senate, 
named Vespasian, happening to £dl asleep updn 
one Of these .occasions, very narrowly, escaped 
with his life, ibr such a mark of disrespectk 

Satiated with ike flattery of his coimtrymen, 
lieio determined to pass over into €k«ece, ki or* 
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der to reeeive new theatrical honour** The 
cities of Greece having made a law to send him 
musical crowns as a conqueror at all the g^meS) 
deputies were accordingly dispatched with this 
important embassy. As he one day entertained 
these acceptable strangers, and conversed with 
them with the utmost familiarity, they entreated 
to hear him sing. Upon his complying, the 
art^ Oreeks knew how to satisfy his vanity, by 
the exaggeration of their praise. They testified 
all the maiks of ecstacy and rapture. Applauses 
so warm caused Nero to exclaim in conscious 
self-sufficiency, ^that the Greeks alone were 
worthy to hear him ;" and accordingly pi*e« 
pared without delay to go into Greece ; where 
he spent the whole year ensuing* In this journey 
his retitiue resembled an army in number ; but 
it was only composed of singers, dancers, tai- 
lors, and other attendants upon the theatre. 
He traversed Greece, and exhibited at all their 
gapiesy which he ordered to be celebrated in tlie 
same year. At all of them, he came off con- 
quercov if not by merit, at least by &vour ; and 
obtained no fewer than eighteen hundred crowns. 
Upon his return from Greece, be entered Naples 
throogh a breach in the walls of the city, as 
W|» customary with those who were conquerors 
in the 01yii}i»ck games. But all his splendour 
was reserved £>r his entry into Rome. There 
he apf»eared seated in^ ^le chariot of Augustus^ 
dressed in robes of purple^ and crowned with 
wild olive, which was the Olympick garland* 
He bore, in his Iiand the Pythian crown ; and 
had eighteen hundred more caiTied before him. 
2leside him sat one Diodorus,. a musician ; and 
behind him^ followed a band o£ singers, a% nir- 
R2 
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merous «a a l^oib who suog m faonoar of his 
nctories. The eenatOf the ki^btSy a&d the 
people) atteoided this puerile pi^eant^ filling the 
air . with their acdamations. Th« whole city 
was illuminated ^ every street smoked. witJi in- 
cense ; wherever he parsed, victixiis wer& slain } 
the pavement was strewed with fiafiVo&t whiM^t 
garlands of flowers and ribbons were showered 
down upon him &Qsa the vHindows as he p^^^od 
along.^ So many honours only inj&uned bj» d^i 
sire of acquiring new ; and he now began to 
take lessons in wrestlings wiUii^ to imitates 
Hereuies in strength, as he had rivalled Apollo 
in activity. 

Happy would it have been for mankind)^ had 
Nero confined himself to these puerilitiea) and 
contented witli being contemptible without being 
formidable also ; hut his cruelties evesi caitdid 
all his other extravagances* ■ A complete list of 
those would f(H*m a volume ; full of a iudeoua 
repetition of suspicions without. causes and pu*r 
mshments without mercy« Soon after the d^th 
of Agrippina, he ordered Domitiay his atinty to 
be poisoned. Some say, that Burrhu% who 
died shortly afier, underwent .the same fiite* 
Octavia^ his: wife, was divorced $ and likewise 
put to death : and Pdppea made empress in her 
{dace. Sylla and Torquatus Sylanus, . ivith 
many others, either fell by the executinoery or 
escaped his vengeance by a veiuntioy deatb. 

He seemed even studious to refine on sensna^ 
lity, and to find out pleasures as well, as crimes 
against nature. Being attired in the habk of a 
woman, and covered with a yellow wl> lil^ a 
bride, he was wedded to one of his abominable 
companions) called Pythagora% and.agam to 
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I Ins frtecteaft Dmphom. Qtt tbe^.oUierliaiidv 
i that he miglit be ereiy way detestable^ he be« 
came Urn husband of a youth named Spcutiuiy 
whom he had previoittly dqiriYed of the mafh« 
of vicitity. With this prqx>stennis bride^ deckedb 
out in aU the omameiitB ^an empress, he went* 
I to alt pubUck places. Siuch vidatioiiB of all de« 
ceadyj^ though they might escape punishmonfer 
oould xMt escape contempt. It was obsenred^ 
upon one of these occasions, that the worid had 
been happy if the emperckr's father had been 
mairied only to such a spouse* But he was so 
indi£fel%Qt to apmioo, that he was of ten heasd 
to ohsenrey ^^ he had rather be hated than loTed.'' 
Whefn one happened lo «ay in his preaence» . that 
the world, might be bunit when he' was deads 
" Nay»" replied Nero, "let it be biunt . while J 
'^ am living.^' la fiicty a great pari of ^ jy 
the city of Rome was consumed by five 64. ' 
shoniy after ; and moot histoiians ascribe ^ q 
the conflagration to him* It is said, that. 313.* 
he stood upon a high tower, <kiiin9 the 
continuance of tlie flames, enjoying the sight, 
and repeafikig in a player's habit, and in a thea- 
trical- manner, some verses upon the deslructioB 
ef Troy. -However, tlie emperor used every 
art tO'thmiw the odimn of so ddeseabie an action 
from. himisei]^ and. tv£x it upon the Christians^ 
who weeer at that time, gaining ground in Rome. 
Notiimg coiiU be more dread^l than the perse* 
cation raised against thein vnjpcin this ^se accu^ 
liafcion. . Some were eonrered with skins of wild 
beasts.; and^ in that figure, devoured by dogs. 
Some wefe crucified, and otfaers» . bumt- altve.i 
^ When^tho day was not auffieioit for their, tor^ 
^ tures, the flames in wlucb>.they periHi^'^ 
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says the cncrgetick Tafikas, ** served to iHami« 
^ note the night ;'' while Nero, dressed in the 
habit of a charioteer, regaled himself with their 
tortures fix>m his gardens ; and entertained the 
people at one time with their snffBrings, at an- 
other, with the games of the circus. In. this per- 
secution, St. Paul was beheaded ; and St. Peter 
was crucified with his head downwards ; which 
attitude he chose, as being more dishonourable 
than that of his divine master. The inhuman 
monster, conscious of being- suspected of burning 
the city, in order to wipe off the charge, took 
great care to re-edifjr it, even with greater beauty 
than before. But he set no bounds to the mi^* 
nificetKce with which his own palace, that had 
shared in the conflagration, was rebuilt. It now 
received the name of the golden palace, from 
the rich materials of which it was composed ; 
as all the apartments were adorned wkh the 
richest metals, and the most precious jewels. 
The principal hall was circular, and the ceiling 
moveaUe, and went round in imitation of the 
heavenly motions. The extent of the palace 
was not less amazii^ than its beauty. It was 
so large as to contain within its walls^ lakesf 
parks, and vineyards. The entruice was spa- 
cious enough to receive a colossal statue of the 
emperor, a hundred and twemy feet high. In 
shmt, nothing, either before or since, ever equal- 
led the magnificence or richness of this structure. 
Nero, however, when it was finished, only said 
OQoUy, ^' that he was now lodged like- a man." 
Nor did he seem to regard the extortions and 
exactions in all the provinces, which were made 
to deiiray the enormous expenses, eitb^ of his 
vsoiity or his vices* 
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Hidierfo, th6' ddaeiiB of RoMr ^#9e> y^ ^ 
ernnparadvety ieSBTniited' from his cniel»> e5. [ 
ties, whidhchiefiy feIluj^Bttraiigen«iid 
liiB nearest conneximw. A corapme^ hdwever^ 
fomied against him bj Fisoi a man of great 
pmrer and integrity; which wa» prematiuvlf 
discovered)! by tte iirdbcveet seal of a vomaai 
hanted Epidharis, opened a new. train of soa^ 
l^tcions that di^troyvd msaif of the pilnc^l 
fanulUs.in Rotne* 

Nttinbers of the chief men of the cil^,*wh€f 
were either itnfriieailed in the conspirae^Tf or misi 
pected of being' 80t were 'all executed withom 
fnertf ; But the two most remarkaUe perBoai 
a^es who' fell on this oocasion, were Seooea .th6 
philosopher, ahdLucanr^ the >|A)et9 wiw was lik 
fvephew. . It is' not ceitainly^ known, whdthfOgt 
Beneca Was reaUy concerned in the eohapmcy w 
not. This great man^ alter long hewaiUng-tb^ 
savage propensities of hk • former pupil, wkhout 
hating the power any longer, of eontvoUine 
tiMtn, had retired from conrt into totkncie aa^ 
pi4vae}r. However his retreat did oat now .pma 
tect Inm r for Nero, ehhei^ haviikgivid tst^dtnmf 
agaitVst him, or else hating kirn for his vinoea^ 
sent a tribune, to inform him that he was .sijs« 
pected as an accomplice* The tribttne found 
the philosopher at table with Paulina his wiie, 
and having explained Itts business, Seneca^ re- 
plied,' witJkKtt wy emotion, that4iis wel&se de<». 
pended upon no man ; that he had never beeii 
accufiftomed to indulge the errors of the empetoiv 
and would' not do it now. Wl^en this aaswei% 
was brought back to Nero^ he demanded whether 
Seneca sciienied alndd to diet the tribune re^ 
l>)ying that he did not appear in the least lerrU 
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fied, "Then go to him again," cried the em- 
peror, <*and give him iriy orders to die/'— 
Upon reccmng this fatal command, Seneca 
seemed no wa/ discomposed, but called for Im 
wilij in order to make some additions to it, in 
firrour of some friends that were then with him* 
This fevour, however, was refused him; upon 
winch Seneca turning to his friends, ^ Since," 
cried he, " I am not permitted to leave you any 
" other marks of my affection, at least, I leave 
•*y0U one legacy more precious than ail the 
"rest—my example.** Then endeavmiring to 
■ifetiate their distress, and embracing his ^fe, 
the memory of her past aflfection seemed to vagilt 
hkn into tears. - However, no way unmindful of 
his constancy, he* tried to console her for his loss, 
and exhort her to a life of persevering virtue. But 
she, resolving not to survive him, pressed her re* 
4^est to die with him so earnestly, that Seneca, 
who Imd kmg looked upon deaith b% a benefit, at last 
gave liis consent, and the veins of both their arms 
#tti« opened at the same time* As Seneca was 
«ld, and much enfeebled by the austerities of his 
life, the blood flowed but slowly ; so that be 
caused the veins of his legs and thighs to b^^ 
opened also. His pains were long and viole^ 
but they were not capable of repressing bis f(¥r- 
titttde or his eloquence* He dictated a discourse 
to two aecretaries, wliich was read with great 
avidity after his death by the people, but which 
has isince perished in the wrecic of time. His 
agiKQies being drawn out to a great length, he 
at last demanded poison from his physician ; but 
this also failed of its effect, his body being 
already exhausted, and incapable of ^omotiiig 
its operation. He was then c^uTied into a warm 
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Mth, which <mty.n»wd to pMong^. hu^ «ui ; «& 
length, however, he was put mtoa dry stoire^ the 
vai^iiar of which qiucklx dispatched him* la 
the mean time, Paulina, having fallen into a 
awoon with the loss of blood, had her arfl»» 
bound up by her domesticks, and by these meaaa 
survived her husband £>;* some years; but the 
remainder of her life showed she was worthy ^ 
having been the wife of Seneca. 

The death of Lucan, which happened in the 
twenty^ninth year of his age, did not detract 
from his genius or his consanguinity with S^ 
neca. The veins of his arms being opened, after 
he had lost a great quantity of blood, perceiving 
his extremities already torpid, while the vitiJ 
parts still continued warm and vigorous» calling 
to mind a description in hi^ ^wn poem of the> 
Pharsalia, of a person dying in similar circum- 
staiices, he expi^d, while repeating that beautiful 
passage which begins, 

— — -^ Nee sicjit vulnere sanguis ^ *■' 
Emicaic lenius. Ruptis cadit undique venis. 

la this manner was the whole city filled With 
alaaghter, and frightful Instances of treason. No 
master was secure from the vengeance of his 
slaves, nor even parents from baser attempts of 
their children. Not only throughout Rome, but 
the whole surrounding country, bodies of sol- 
diers were seen in pursuit of the suspected and 
the guilty. Whole crowds of wretches loaded 
with chains, were led every day to the gates of 
the palace, to wait their sentence from the 
tyTatit*s own lips, who always presided at the 
tortures in person, attended by Tigeilinu&j the 
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Moit'dhiaidba^d imiti ^ ^JM,1iiit nbw beomtti 
priiiciiMlniinistot'and favQimifk 
■. ^Nor wens the Rotntn f»oviiides 'in a beUel* 
aitintk^n Ibaii tbe eapM. The extto^ of tiid 
Ifnaiil learned itakiAuence kift govehiors hi ertvf 
fMfft of the emjiir^ In the wv&itk •^eur (d bis 
i^n, the Brttons revoked imder the coniiiKtof 
tlieit <]ueeA BoAdieea* Pauli6fift> «he Roman 
general, being at' that' time omy^y^d mtjti park 
^ the iegtods in expelling the* Druids from the 
itie of AngleseHyfiuB' KevteBams- in his absence 
ooitimitted such bariMirfti^s a^ were> quite insopf 
portable. Boadicea^' queen of the Iceni,* was 
touted ym^ peculiar Ihdlgnitjr, being, comlemned 
IK» be scourged, and > Mr daughters defiowettd 
Iff the aoldierjK^ « In mvenge for such fiagraiK 
snonHitieB) at the head of a nucnefous «miy, she 
fell up«U'4lie Romans ^wherever ^e^ were un^ 
pfovidedi took.- theit-fortSy destvoyed tihe chief 
seats of their power at Londo^and Veruidm*} 
and ^o. great was her fury, that seventy thou- 
sand konUins perished' in this, icvoltr But t|ie 
Roman general soon after revenged his coun* 
tpyi^j.nby a gcea^ said, decisiv^e bi^tle, in 
which' eighty t^housand Britons are aaidto ha^Q 
pei:ishe4; and Boadicea herself, rather ^han&U 
into .the hands of the enraged victor, put an end 
to her life by poison. This was the last efifort 
ihe Britons made :. fix)m this period they lost not 
only ail hopes, but even all desire of frecdona, 
mi the Ramans voluntarily withdrew from their 
coasts. , 

. A war also was carried on Against the Par« 
Ihians, &w the greatest part of this reign> coQ- 

• Now St. Albans. 
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^Kicted bf Corbulo ; wiio, after vomff 
had dispossessed Ttridales, and settled Tignuies 
in Armenia in his roM|i* Tiridateiy howeveis mam 
^Kxm after restored hj an invasion of tbe Psai^ 
tliians into that country ; biA' being once moie 
opposed bf Corbuto, the Romans and Pftrtinttis 
came to an s^i^emefBtf that Tiridates should eoii<- 
tfame to govern Armenia^ upon fsondition'that he 
"ahodld lay doym his crown at the feet of <he em- 
peror's ststtoe, ahd receive it as a gift'fi^nn him ; 
ik' eeretncifny ' vrhic^ was readily pm>lTticd, and al^ 
terwards repeated at R^me biefore Nero hlmseUL 
' '£n Che twelfth year of dus emperdr*s> rrign, 
the Jews also revoked, having been severely of^ 
pirfessed by the ' Roman go^monu It is a(aid that 
Fl6rus, in paitidiilar, had arftvid a^sllofa a do- 
grte of tyranny, that by pubTick prodamation ho 
gt»re pertnfission'to plunder die country^ pro- 
vided U« recdvftd half the spoil. Theso op- 
ptie^ions drew such a train of calamities after 
themv that the suffetifigs of idl other liatioiis 
^k^ere ^ightiti contipiirison to what this^devoted 
fftople afterwards endured* 

In ' the mean time, Nero proceeded in his 
^chielties aft Rome, with unabated severity.—* 
Ildivs CrispinUih ahd Annaeus Mella, the brd« 
ther of Seneea, were destroyed upbn very slight 
su^pic&Otis. The death W PetrcMiil^ about this 
^ihe^ Is too Minarkable to be passed over in 
iltlence* This perdon, the reputed ^thor <^ a 
«ohtempdb!6 work^ called the "SatyricoR, Which 
it Stfll remailiing, was an ^Epicurean, both ia 
'^hciple and practice. In sa luxurious a court 
'4i that of Nero^ he was particularly noted for 
his rtfineinents in sensdality. ' Nero had chosen 
hiiii among the number o!F Mr dependants^ as 

&OME. — II* S 
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tte wMttr mi his (^eawres ;««4m oflkewlMi 
Tigellmus w«»desinm8.fldlc]7 to enjoy, and there* 
fcie reioived upon his destruction. He wi» ac- 
cused accoedingly' of being priyy to Piso's coii^ 
s|ttiracy9,,and.coBiinitted to prison; Petronius 
coaid not endure the; anxiety 6i susptenae^ and 
tbefeftr^.determined on a* voluntary- depHi, which 
lit performed in a. mannel* entirely similar to that 
in which .he h$d Kved* Hecaused his veins to 
be opcuedyyand then closed^ and again opened 
iH: InieiYala ; 'and with ^he utmost- cheerfulness 
jmd ttanquitlity conversed with *his friends, not 
wg^ masinui.Qf philosophy, or grave subjects, 
but upon such topicks as had' amused, hts gayest 
i:evelK« (ie listened while 4:hey :redted the 
4ghtest poemt ; $nd l>y no action, no word, nor 
cirpumstance, evinced his perturbation f>r regret. 
Shorty ailter him, Numicius Thermus was put 
to d^ath, as .likewise, Barea Soranus, and Fetus 
.Jhrasclu The'de9troyii>g the two last, Tacitus 
ts^ an attach upon virtue itself. Thrasea died 
Snjthe tnid^t of his friends and phihisoi^ers, con- 
verung and reasoning on the uature of the soul. 
Jl}s mffif who. was the daughter of the celebrated 
.Ari4^9 : was desirous of Allowing'- her mother's 
xta^mplC) „kut h^ dissuaded her hata it. The 
death of t^e valiant Corbulo, who had gained 
Keratso many victories over the Parthians, fol- 
iQwed next. Nor did the empress Poppea her- 
.ipelf escape, whom, m .a fit of anger^ he kicked 
^when sb^ was pregnant, in conaequenceof which 
j|he, miscarried and die^. At kng^b, human 
^Uire grew, weary pf epduring such wrongs^ 
pnd the whole world seemed to rouse, as if by 
^mmq^ consent, to rid the earth of- a monster. 
. The inbred distempers of the empire} whicii 
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ted hcc» cootrwted under the ^testabfe gofveni* 
meat of four succeeding tycants,- novir b^^ tfy 
cHscorer themaelves. in all their. maligiuty, md 
tkfeateaed.a gebecal revcdution in idl the pro*' 



Julius. Vindexy who commanded the legtoiia^ 
in Gaul) /W4f one of the first thatpublicif pio^ 
teeted agEunst the ^yraniuxal governmentjof >^ro» 
He appeared, .to have no <^er motive liar tfiis 
Kvoltalian that of freiding the world &om aa op^ 
pressor ;. for^ when it was tM Urn that Nero haA 
tet & j:ewani.upQn. his . head of 'tev vuSBmagi pt 
tefitCMnoeSy -he made.this g^ant muww^i^ Whb* 
^ ever Jiringaine Nero's head) sliali9*if;lie^piease8i) 
^ :ha¥e mioe." ; But' stiU move to sfabw ie.wwl; 
i)fil,{icttuiiiedby ntotLves «if private >ahibidoOi ka: 
proclaimed.Selrgius Galba'emperor) and invited; 
him ; to I join, in the . revolt. This ni^. at tiiat> 
tiinie governor .of Spain, was eqiiaUyr' rbmaikabte: 
for his wisdom in peace» and his couri^iQwar«i 
But as»t8knts under' corrupt 'piinbes iifo alwijra 
dangerous^ jbr some years he'had seemed willing: 
totcoiHt ohscuFtty> and avoided all oppo]1»nitle«> 
of sigfialisiog. his valour. And now, either 
through the caution attending dd age, or from 
atotai.wantof anditipn, appealed little inctined' 
to join with VjDdex» and^condnued for soim. 
time irrescdute how to act* ^ 

In 4lie meaa time, Neh>, who had been ap^ 
pfii^ of the revest if) G«d, appeared totally 
Begardkss of the danger, privately ^tbering 
bimself that in the event, he woiiid havts an op*} 
portunity of fresh xxmfi'scations. Bekig then* dt. 
Naples, he excused himself in his letters to thet! 
senate, for not immediately. coming to Rome, aft; 
he was detained by an hoarseness which he waa. 
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ftfinud^ iacru^ag.. The care of his voice i«as 
irtill. uppermost in his piind^ and nothing seemed: 
to give him greater uneasiness than that Vindex, 
imi^s^roaBilesljoeSy should call him. a miserable 
musician. He frequently asked those -about 
him, whether it was possible . that one who had 
sOidi^the art. so long and carefully as he bad 
doaty slioiild jdeserve wxh a degrading . eptheu 
I tThe>€tR3umstaRceaof the revolt growing more 
fbmudab(e everylKWiv l*^ero retoiued to Rome 
with a miasture.of hc|»ev exultation, and ncvenge. 
Upon entering^he atfr he. convened a few of 
lu»:cieatum amolig tb.e senate, and, instead of 
deliberating on^his affiurs, entertained them by 
the exhibition of ^ome-muucal instruments that' 
were to be played upon bf. water* He exjdained 
tOJ&emUieir mechanism, Ih^ advantages, and 
defects,' addin^i with aa ironical ulVf <^. that he 
hc^d, with Vmdex's permisMpn, loexhibit these 
instruments upon the theatre.^' 

But when Ner^ Deceived intelligence of the 
actual revolt of Galba, he lyas affected in a ycvj 
diffi^rtnt manner. The reputation c»f that ge- 
neral was such, that .from the moment he de- 
dared against him,, Nero considered himself as 
rained. He received, the account as he was at 
supper,. and, instantly struck mth terror, over« 
turned the table with his feot, and ^en fell into 
a swoon, from which, when he recovered, he 
tore his clothes, and struck his head, crying out, 
*^ that he was utterly undone." It was then 
th^t, yrith frantick rage, he resolved t(> massacre 
all the governors of provinces, to destroy all ex* 
Ues, and to murder all the Gauls in Rome, as a 
ponisliment for the treachery of their country* 
mau In short, in the wildnessof his ^assioiiy 
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lie fiioqght of (Kiisaniiig the whole senaley of 
bunuBg the city>.aiid taming the Koos, kept for 
the purposes of the^theatre, out upon the peo- 
ple. These desTgns, however^ being hickilf im- 
practicable^ he tesohed at last to&ce the.da&« 
^ger 11% person. But his preparations serred to 
m&rk the in&tuation 6f his mind* His pririctpal 
care '♦eas to provide waggons fof the oonvtoieot 
carnage of htS musical instraments ; and to dresa 
out his concubines like AmasBOOs, with: whom he 
intended to &ce the enemy* He also made a re- 
solution, that if he came off with isi&ty and em* 
'pire, he wouidappear agaid upon the theatre with 
the lute and water-mnsick) and would equiphun- 
self as a pantomime. 

Amidst these frivolous, or rather insane oc- 
cupations,* the revoH became general. Not <^n]y 
the armies in Spain and Gaid, but also the le- 
gions In. Germany, Aftica, and Luaitania, de- 
clared against hhn*' Virginius RUlus alone, who 
commaoided m army on the Upper Rhine, fer a 
while continued in suspense' ; during ^htch, his 
fbroes, without his ordery fallihg upon the .GaulS) 
routed tbem with g^'eat. slaughter^ and Vindex 
sleW himself. But tlm no way advanced the 
interests of Nero, for he was now become so de- 
testafaAe^ that it, was infamy to fight in bis cause* 
*-Of this he was not insensible, and therefore, 
having forhished himself idth poison^ as a pre- 
parative, against the worst, he retired to the 
Se^vilian ^udens, with a resolution oi flying into 
Egypt; He accordingly dispatched the freed- 
men, in whom he had the most confidence, to 
prepare a fleet at Ostia ; and in the mean white 
sounded in person the tribunes and centurions 
of the -gnardi to know if they were willing to 
S 3 
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'aharft his fixrluneflu • These all cxcuted fheni- 
'seltesy under divers pretexts ; and one of them 
had the boldness^ to answer him by a. hen^sticfa 
^from Virgil ; ^Uagtteadewf mUtrume^f morif^* 
•Thus destitute of every resource) all. the txpedi* 
*^ents that eowardtce, revenge* or 'terrar> could 
rfwbduce, ^^Itemnteljr csowded in his mind. . ; Un- 
^ the most l^loomy tmpreBsiims h^ went to bed, 
"tat wakings ab<ittt SMdnight^ hit (was suqiriaed to 
fihd his •gtuirds Ind left h]m% The praBtoiiati sol- 
ders, in fact, having been ccmi{yted by .their 
•ooanmandfeis had retired to th«r camp, and pro- 
xMmed Gidba empetor.* ^ Even .those wbo .had 
received the greatest fitvours irom^his handS) now 
deserted him in his distress, aiid every door .was 
-ahutogainst hitn* ' 

' Wi^ned to'*a <fuli' sense of his destitnte u* 
-t«iatioti,«Biid redwted to •despieratioo» he desired 
-that one of' his . &VQ«rite giadiatosa might toome 
land dispatcWIiim ;' but even in; tlus req^iiest there 
«was mne foend ta obey* ^^^as,'! cnedv he, 
{^ hdve I neither ^fiiend nor .enemfy.L'fj Then 
rronmhg'despemtely forth, het seemed veaohred 
to. plunge* oheadlbng into the Hfbet . ; r but lus 
'cburage beginning to-iail him,iie made. a sodden 
-stop, and tisked for some seeret place. Where he 
•might w^isBtnne' his composure, . and mecii death 
fWhh' beaming fortitude*- Inthisdistress, Phaon, 
•<niC of his (freedmen, offered ham his .country- 
'house, fetbdotifoov mUes distant, .where he might 
'for some time remain concealedi Nero accepted 
'his oi%ri; tandv half ' dressed; as iie^ was, with his 
chead covered, and hiding his &ce with his hand- 
kerchief, he mounted on horseback, attended by 

^ Is death then io much to be dreadtd ? 
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^Sporiis was boe. limving had u Mnow CKape 
£n}rn his pairttuers^ he quitted hia hmHot, and for- 
aakmg the high Wa^, entered ^e Uncket that 
ied. tovards the back part of Phaioe'a hoiise» 
ithrou^ which he crept among the reeds Mid 
ImmbieS) ivith which the. phice wtia ov'efigfiowiu 
•While he was waiting tiU a breach shoDid be made 
•in the waQ fixr Mm to entfeivhe took up some wa- 
-ter iatbe.hfdk>worhishbndy from a pod to drink, 
•fl&yii^t ^ These are ^e .delicades; of Nero*" 
4>iiriBg'this interval the senate^ .&d}ng the pne- 
'tariangaanls had taken.part with Galba> dechired 
him empenir^andcondeittned.Neroto die» Moax 

These dreadfol Udinig^ were quickly^ brought 
.by hoc of Phaon*s slaves from the city, while 
Neny condnued lingering between hisiic^es and 
Ins feanht At on6 time, this most wretched of all 
mankind was employed in providing stones &r 
his own tOB^ ; at another, in prqwuing wood 
and wate» £at his foneral % now repeatmg verses, 
eiqweasive of the horrors of his mind ; again g^. 
tng rent to his tears, and crying out, ^ What 
^ an artist is the work! likely to.lose ! ' When 
he understood that, in conformity to the words 
of his sentence, he was to be stripped naked, his 
head to be fixed on a pillory, and in that posture 
to be scourged to death, Nero was so terrified, 
that he seized two poniards, which he had 
brought vnth him, and after examining their 
points, returned them to their sheatl^ pre- 
tending that the fatal moment was not yet ar- 
rived* He then desired Sporus to begin the 
lamentations which were used at funerals ; he 
next entreated that some one of his attendants 
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vmMdhj lo gi«e him courage hf hi^ezanipie'; 
and ifterMtds be^fan- to reproach his. own cow- 
ardice, trying outr^ Doe9 this beomie Neio ? Is 
** this Infiihg well timed ? No, no^et ^e be 
M courageous." In facti he had no limetoaiKiie : 
ihis pursuers were just at hand j. and on faeaiing the 
sound of the 4iorses'^fe«t,keasel a5 dag|efe;to h)$ 
xhroat, wkltwhich» by the asMStancexif ^^Mnpteb* 
■diUis, hts freednoan sAd-secvetarysy he gave, ham/s 
-self a mortal wound. One.of . the. eentusions &k^ 
tering the rocmij 'ifhibthe was jnetafive-, and {^v* 
tending he came tohis reiief» attempttd,toat^» 
the blood with his ckn^. But Nmn^ r^pdrng 
him with a steraooumtenanceyi sai^^.^it is nom 
too late ;" and almost instantly expisedi .in. the 
thirty^second year' of -jiis age^ after a .jwign of 
somewhat more than thirteen, years andia^iia^ 
the ipreatest pavt of wh»:h he^ had been a^scaorg^ 
Jlo his peo{de» anda disgcsice to humaa nsititf^e^ 
•in hifB ended the line of tiieCwsars.; and the^j«|r 
which pervaded the city.oahis dealli>was espoess* 
«edby every token du^ luck a a^pMldeliiseniAM 
could inspire. . ■-. - 
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CHAP. XVI. 

The Eeigm of GaBa, Oiha, and VitcUuk. 

SERVIUS GALEA * was no less than ^ jj 
$eventy^wo* years old when 4eclared 6^. ' 
emperor, and was then in Spain with hi» ^ ^ 
legions* Upon his first nomination, he 819. 
met with so man;y disquietudes, that he 
once mecStated suicide* 3ut hearing from Rome, 
that Nero was dead, and the empire transferred 
to him by the senate, as it had previously been hf 
the army, he imme^telv assumed the title and 
ensigns of cominaQd* In his journey towards 
Rome he was met by Virginus Rufiis, who^ 
finding the s^iate hadtlecreed him the govern^ 
mient, came to yield him obedience* This ge« 
Heral had more than once re&ised the empire 
himself, which was offered him by his soldiersi 
Alleging, that the conscript fathers alone had the 
disposal of it, and {h>m them only he would 
accept the honour ; but this generous forbearance 
did not ingratiate him with tbe new emperor. 
Shortly after this, many of those who were most 
notorious during the last reign, and who at* 
tenkpted to disluri) the present, were cut off* 
Among these were Nymphidius Sabinus, pra&iect 
of the prastorian guards at Rome, who had pre* 
sumed to be a competitor with Galba ; Fonteius 
Capito, lieutenant in Germany ; and Ciodius 
Macer, pro-consul in Africa* 

* Galba, by the father's side, was deicended from the 



d by Google 



203 '^^^^*L 

Galba, though raised to the empire by means 
of his army, was anxious to suppress their power 
lest they should lie induced to commit &ture 
disturbances. His first approach to Rome wa3 
attended with one of those rigorous strokes of 
justice, which may rather be defended than ad- 
mired* A body of mariners, whom ^e^ haA 
ti^n from the oar, and enlisted among the ie^ 
gions, went" to meet the emperor, three mife9, 
fmrn^the city, and with loud importunities d^ 
manded a confirmation of what his predecessor, 
had done in their favour.' Gaflm, who w^ 
rigidly attached to ihe ancient disciplihey to* 
ferred thdr 't-equesr to another time, ^ut the jr, 
considering this delay as equivalent to an abs^-. 
lute denial, irisisted Cipon their reqjaest, in a veiy 
disrespectfuT manner :'.an(|! even* some* of them 
had recourse to arms / on -Which'' Galba ordered 
St'body of horse attending him to ride in ^mong 
th^nl, and thus tilled seven thousand of them 
on the spot, and afterwards decimated the suri 
vivors-' Their insolence demanded correctiont^ 
but such extensive punishments* deviated into 
cruelty. His next step to ciirb the insolence of 
the soldiers was his : discharging the . German 
Cohort, which had been established by the former 
emperors' as a body guard. Those he sent hornet 
\o their own country, unrewarded, under the 
pretence that they wel^ disaffected to his persoiv 
* T\fo objects seem early 'to have engaged,, his 
attention, namely, to punish those vices whidK 
had come to an enormous height in the las^ 

Solpuian family, one of the mdsft illustrious in Ronie. 
Wjien a young man, Augustas, on a 'certain occasion 
put his hand on his head, and said, «« You, my son, will 
<• have a trial at^he ompire/' 
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reign, with tfee strictest severity; andi ta re* 
pjenish the treasury, which* had been entirely 
drained by the prodigality of hi» predecessors. 
Th6se attempts, however cooimendfiblef only 
bfoughtfon him the imputation of iseventy ft&d 
arance : ibe> sta(e was jtoo touch ; covrupted to 
adnut: of ^uch -tin immediate transition. from yice 
toi wtue, as this worthy, hni weak, politician at- 
|en^pte4 to eiTect*. The people had long: been 
xasdntained in.iiloth and liuxury by the .prodigality 
of the tbrmer emperors, -and could not think of 
betng^ obligtid 16 seek for subsistence by labour 
and imgality. They hegan, . th^refore^ to.sa* 
tirise the old man» and turn the sj^mplicity of hi) 
manners. if4X> ridicule^ It is recorded of hiia» 
that he gix)taned upon having an eixp^sive sioup 
served up 'at his t^ble..; that he pi^esenited to his 
steward, for hi^ fi^lity, a plate of beans; and 
that a fam<^^.. player >uppn> the flutes named 
Canus, haying greatly* delighted him, h&.drew 
out his purser and gave him five pen<^, telling 
lum that it was private and not publick money* 
By suqh iiyudged parsimony,, at^such a time, 
Qatiia ispeedly begioi to k^ his popularit-y } and 
he, who before his accession was e$f^emed by 
all, :wi^ t^W considered with ridicule and con- 
tempt* ..-■ ,• •: • •. ' .. 

The love of money indeed, seems to have 
beep stronger in Galba than the sen^e of justice* 
Sh<;^y ^&r his coming to Rome, the people, 
were presented with a mpst grateful spectacle ; 
which was* that of Locusta, Elius, Polyc]etus> 
Pa^*o^ius,;^d, Petiquji, all the bloody ministers 
ol Zero's oruelty, ^rawn in fetters through the 
Qity aod publidy e)iecuted« But Xigellinus, the 
tQost :Ootenous' ofiendeF pf aU^ was not there* 
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^ This crafty villain had puri^hased his safeff , hf 
the sacrifice of his wealth; and though the 
people cried out for vengeance against him, the 
emperor granted him both life and pardon. 
Heiotus the eunuch, also, who had be^i the in-^ 
strument oi pois^ming Claudius, escaped like« 
irise by the proper application of his weahiu 
« It should be remarked, however, that ai^arice 
was rather the vice of his confidants than of 
Galba* The principal of these were, Titus Ve«» 
aius, who had been his lieutenant in Spain, a 
liian of insatiable cupiditv ; Caiiis Laco, * whom 
be had made pnefjcct of the praetorian bands^ and 
Icelus, his freedman, who aspired at the Ing^heat 
command in the equestrian order> These three, 
very different in their dispositions, infiuencied the 
emperor to opposite pursdits ; and only agreed 
in one point, that of abusing his confidence. 
Thus, 4)y the inequality of his conduct, accdrding 
to the inipulse that was given him, he became 
despicable t& his subjcfcts* At one dme, showing 
himself severe and frugal ; at another, remiss 
and prodigal : condemning some illustrious per- 
sons without any hearing; and pardoning others, 
though guHty : in short; through the mediation 
of these ^vourites, all offices were venid, and aH 
punishments redeehiable by money. 
•• Siich was the posture of afi^rs iat Rome, 
while the provinces were yet in a wolik c^ 
dition. The success of the army' in Sj^ti in 
choosing an emperor, induced the legions in 
other parts to wish for a similar of^rtuntty* 
Accordingly, many seditions were kindled, and 
several factions promoted in different parts of 
tiie empire, but particularly in \ Germany. In 
Aat country there were then two Rdtiian ar- 
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»: the oiie, vbicli bod laleljr attempted Id 
nafce Rufus Virginius emperok*, and which wai 
now oammsttided by lus lieutenant; the othei') 
commanded by Vitelliui^ who long had an am« 
bkioD to obtain the empire for himself. The 
iBm^er of these armies, despising their present 
genei^9 and considering themselves as suspected' 
by the emperor, for having been the last to ac^ 
faiowledge his title, resolved now to be foremost 
in denying it. Accordingly, when thejr were 
suniLmoaed to take the oaths of homage and 
fidelity, they refused' to acknowledge any othe^ 
commands but those of the senate, or to ac* 
quieace in the ejection of an emperor created hi 
Spain. . 

Galba, being informed of these commotions^ 
waa sensible, that, besides his ^ears, he was less 
lespected for want of an heir. He resolved^ 
ihepeibre, to adopt son*e person, whose vrHues 
might deserve si .:h advancement, and protect 
lu» dediniiig age from danger. Otho made' 
VHirm application for himself, alleging the 
gnat services he. had done the emperor, as 
being, the first man of note that came to his as** 
sistaace, when he had declared against Nere. 
Howiever, Galba, oq this ok:ca8lon, 'determined 
neither to be biassed by partiality riot influence, 
but to coDscdt the publick good alone, and thefe* 
fore, on a day appointed, entered Piso Lu- 
cimanus to attend him. The character givefi 
by historians of Piso, is, that he was every^ way 
woithy of the honour designed. He was no r 

way rebited to Galba, and had no other interest 
but merit to recommend him to his &vour. 
Taking this youth, therefore, by the hand, irt 
the presence of his fnends, he adopted him to 

R0¥E«— II. T 
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succeed ia the empirev ^ving .him the most 
jwhoksome lessons for guiding his future cost* 
.duct. Pi$o'« conduct showed that he was higMj 
deserving Inis distinction i in all his deportment 
there appeared such modesty, firmness, and e<|ua»' 
lity of mind, as bespoke him rather capable of 
discharging, than ambitious of obtaining, his 
present dignity. But the army and the senate 
did not seem equally disinterested upon this oc- 
casion; they had t^een so long used to bribery 
and corruption, that they expected eyery new 
claimant for power, was first to satisfy their 
Sivarice.^ The adoption, therefore, of Pi so, was 
but coldly received ; for his viit.ues were no re- 
cominendation without being set off by wealth 
|U^ liberality. 

Otho, . finding his hopes of adoption whol^ 
frustrated, resolved upon obtaining the empire by 
force. In fact, his ciixumstarlces were so veiy 
desperatje, that he was heard to. say, ^ it was 
equal to him whether he fell by his enemies 
io the field, or by his creditors in the ciij**' 
He therefore raised a moderate sum of money, 
by selling his interest to a person who wiUQted a 
place i; and with this, bribed two subaltern o^ 
ficers in ther p^torian bands ; supplying the de- 
nciency of his largesses, by liberal promises and 
plausible pretences. Having, in this manner, 
iu ies^ than eight days corrupted the fidelity of • 
the soldiers, he stole seoredy from the. emperor, 
w^hilc he was sacrificing ; and assembling his 
^roops, in a short speech, urged the cruelties) 
and the avarice of Gaiba. Finding his invectives 
received with universal shouts by tlie army, he 
entirely threw off the mask, and avowed his ii> 
lentiiJns pf dethromng him. Thp soWiei's bei^ 
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Hpe for sedi^n, immediately 3econd^d his vie^} 
and t^kig Otho upon their shoulder*, declared 
him emperor; and, to strike terror into the 
citizens, in case they should be inclined to be re- 
Upactory, carried him, with their swords drawfi> 
Ittta th« camp* 

' GaHxi' being informed of the revolt of the 
aitn^r, seemed utterly confounded, and continued 
wavering and doubtM ; lilJ, at last, being de- 
cided by a false report of Otho's being shin, he 
rode into- the forum? in complete armour, at- 
tended by many of his followers* Just at the 
nskXnc instant, a body of horse, sent from the 
camp to* destroy him, entered on the opposite 
side 'r and each party preptared fyr the encoontepl 
For some time hostilities were suspended on each 
•ide r Oalba being confiised and irresolute, and 
his aAtftgbolsts^ struck with horror at the blise^ 
Hess of their enterprise. At length, howeyer^ 
fiiufing the emperor in some. measure: deserted 
by his adherents, they rushed in upon hitn, 
trampling xht crowds of people that then filled 
tile ferum under foot. Galba, seeing them apr 
fmaefi, seemed to- recoHect all his ft>rmer feii 
ikader a&d bending his head forward, bid the 
itssaaun strike it offV if it were for the gt>od of 
the peopko* This was qi^kly performed, and bk& 
head being set upon the point of a lance, was 
pruehted to Otho, who <»rdered it to be con* 
ttmptuously carried round the camp : his body 
remaiiung in the streets, till it was buried ^ 
one of his leaves. He died in the seroityothbd 
year of his age, after a short reign of sevj»l 
months ; as iilustrioos by his native Virliiev ftft i^ 
was QOi^aminajted by the noes bf his &vottrite^ 
irho Glared in his down&l* Of Galbaf it has in* 
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^tecd been said wkh justice, Ibai had he a^rese 
mounted a thronei he would aiwafB 4i«ve beea 
beUevied eminently <)ualified to fill one* ^ * 

A. D. ^^ sooner was Gaiba thus mxardtrndf 

69. than the senate and people ran in cfowiki 
to the camp, contending who should be 
ftffemost in extoUmg the virtues of the new em» 
fiercH^ and vilifying the character of bis prede* 
cessor. Otho finding himself surrounded bf con- 
fj^tttlating multitudes, immediately repaised to 
the smiate, where he received the titles lisufil^ 
given to the emperors ; and from th^ce r^inmed 
to the paliiee, seemingly resolved to refoma kii» 
life, and assume miainers becoming the ^evated 
^tion to which he wns raised. 

He b9^ his reign by a signal insltoceof €k»> 
inefiof , in piirdoning Msrius Celstis, who- hiMl 
b&m highty fevouved by Galba ; md not <nilf 
lorgwre but ev«n advanced htm t^ the higjioit 
iMmtm ; asaertmg, that ^^ fidelity deserved ev<er|r 
veward*" This act of clemency wtis followed 
by anntlier of justice equally agreeable to Ite 
foopie* Tageitinus, Njero's iavpunUe, who bsrf 
been the pronK>ter of All his critejiks> was new 
p^t t» deHlh I and ^ such as had befsi unjnstigr 
teaiahedf or stripiped, at his inatigatien, during 
Ntto'% mgo, were rcE^joce d to their country and 
th«r rights. 

' But whatever virtues Otho might have diq^teyc 
^m govennment, had be been idfa»wed oi^wtii* 
nlty^ he was ahnost immediatdy .called off to other 
leoncems. The* fegiofiB in Lower Germsmy* 
iiaving been purdiasedby the large gifis and-siwy* 
4iteus pfomisea of : ViteHius their geneml, were itf 
toigth' induced to prochdm him cmpecnr'$ «b4 
Mi^Mdless jol the> senate^ they dfiicktred that tb^ 
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Ind «ii eqiid light to anoint to tbat-htgh st»* 
tiooy with the cohmrts at Rome* The neiin.«|f 
this conduct in the army^ soon spread eooBtsr- 
m^on throughout the citj^ ; but Othe was par- 
tlcolarly affected ; as he fofeaaw that nothing but 
the blood oF his coualrymim could decide a con^ 
testyof whicji his own amtution alone was the 
.cause. Of all chanucters in history, Otho's fieema 
-the only one wldch was mended by advaoceaBaent i 
in a private station he was weak* vicious> aad.d^ 
bauched ; but as emperor, hie appears couragi»- 
0U89 benevc^ent, and humane: to avoid blood* 
aiied, he wished to come to an agreement with 
•Viteilius; but this not succeeding, lx>th sidoi 
began- their preparations for war. 'News. being 
received that Viteilius waa upon his maich to 
jkaly, Otho departed from Borne with a vast 
army to oppose* him ; but though he was very 
poweiful witli regard to numbers, his men had 
been. little used to war, and were less to be relied 
on* He seemed^ indeed, by his behaviour to 
have been sensiUe. of the disproportion of the 
^rces; and is said to have been tortured with 
frightftd dieiUBSf and <the, most dismal, ap|Mr«^ 
hensions* However, he p]X)ceeded with a great 
show of oouni^, till he arcived at the city^ of 
IMicellum, <Hi the river Poj whpre he halted ; 
sending his forces befqre him^ under the conduct 
of his .geneials Suetwn^ and Cels^s• The army 
of VitdliuS) which consiated of seventy thousalid 
men, was commanded by his gsenei^ls Valen^ and 
Cectna, he himself remauiiog in. Gaul, in ord^ 
;to bring up the rest of his Ibit^es* Both sides <iis- 
l^ayed such, ardour and aniaioslty that they 
4t{ttiokiy naet,' and three coosiden^bie battles were 
^ttghtin the spaee of throe da)i>St Qpe near.P^si- 
T2. 
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' . igTcrs with ddiif. Ttm first i«- 

u was brought ium by a coBft- 

; escaped from tjie fi(Bkl of 

.Lhed emperojri who wa6 «tUl 

ri jtt^rers, wiiS (k^ir^ to give op 

.ve fugitive, who was gwitf of 

ra cover his pwn cawsrdtc^ 

vev^L', still pemsled ki tt^i ¥f»- 

on; aTKi, finding none iiKliiied 

iGuiediaiffly fell i^n his swoin^ 

ii»c empetx)i^s lee^ Otho wis 

with tii<^ death oif thb faithAil 

■jd out, that he would pauae th^ 

^iich valiant and wonthy soldient 

le contest the shorteat way. It 

foL^e, dial bis foUaw^m gatheN 

ideavouniig to revive his hopesi 

iih fresh amUiUoo ; in vain fiid 

too distant to be heai?d, lift «p 

eech him ; be was deaf toal^ 

he had formed a r^sokHion to 

\i^iM\^ of ridding hUnaelf -of hi^ 

Liry of it» calainiti«»« Having^ 

Jie sigirnl forepealongy he ad^ 

ered remains of his aryny with 

; "X esteewifl" ^ried he, "this 

lai^ gloriouH than that of my 

u has conviac^l m© pf yo«f 

lection. 1 must, however, e&- 

.ivoui' more ; ^wixich is^ to 4^, MP 

uiie youi' aaftrty 3 J -can i]yever «p 

. the interests ^ iny country by 

afi by sacritidvg H^ifself for itf 

s have purchased £etn)e by gOr 

let it be my t>Q^st to jeave aa 

n- thajij by i^y ^Rlhitjiop? ^ 
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'Ctiitmy tdether near CTeinoini« mA a 4Mnl ftt a 
^fimot called Castor; iaall which, Otho«ndlte 
RoHMBiB had the adw)tage* Batftheae awcoctaw 
were but ^ short cominiMiKe, Ibr V«kas and 
Ceema, who had iutfaerto acted aefMmteiyi fnah 
mg thdr forceS) and reiolaflrciiig their armies 
jnlh £pesh mpfitieiit reftoived to come to a f^ 
mnwk eiigagenveiit. OthD> who by this time hsd 
jtmei his army, at a littk village calkd Be- 
MflisiiiiH finding the. eneinf notwitintandiB^ 
4heir late losses, inclined to aane to a battte, 
catted a oomicil of war to detemune upon thm 
proper measures to be taken* The predomiaant 
opimon, in contradiction to visdma and expc« 
fienoe, waft to hazard an immediate engagenra^it* 
•Iti i^h- Qtto acquiesced : he had been for some 
ikne so uaeasy under the war, that he was wil> 
ling to exchange suspense fiH* danger. How^rc^ 
he w«s 60 surrounded by iatteoers, that he was 
pr^ib^d from being personally present in the 
engagement, but prevailed upon to icserre hiak- 
self Cor the fortune of the empiie, and wait the 
e^Mitat Brixelkni* A terribie battle soon txnk 
phuce' 1^ Bebrittcum, wheve, in the beginoBigy 
Otho's troops seemed to hanne the adnntage, 
and, at the lirst onset, slew all the fivst mnk md ' 
won the ^gle. At kngth, howetor, the sape- 
i<^ dkdptine of the legions of VitoUias tunsed 
the fOTtane of the day. AA»r seme time, they 
•fwmed thentseltes from a>i^ato of apparent cob^ 
feskm, and attacking the enemy in fluik, gained 
a signal and dedsiw victory. (Mo's amy fled 
hi great •confusion towards BebriaqoR|» being 
porsued with great slaiughtor all the way. 

In the metm time, Otho wailed Car the news 
of the batde wifh great inqiatieiiperand^seeRMd 
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to tnhisiBCMeiigniswithdeli^* TlKt first i«- 
iMHWt of }m defeat was brougJbt bim by a conir 
4M» coMier vlio bad ^soaped from the fidd of 
JMittte* Tbe wretcted emperori who wa6 9tUl 
4imi9iMded b)r flatterers, was d««ir^ to give op 
ci^it ta» a base fogi^^Cy 'vbo was guiUtf of 
<»lficb»Qd» oolf ta coirer bisj pwn cowsrdicf^ 
Th^. SQ&die^i bowev^r, still peraisled io tbe ¥f»- 
nneity of his v^port; and) finding none incliaed 
ib^ belteTie hlaa, insaiediately fell i^n his swnii^ 
«Dd expired at the emperor's leet« Otho wss 
jdeepl^ affected with the death of this faitbAil 
aeotiaeU 9ad cimd out, that be would pauae tbe 
xmn pf no more sAich vaiiaat and worthy soldierst 
but WQiaki end the casitest tbe sbtwteat way. It 
ivas ia vaiti^ tbenefove, that bis followers gatbeN 
ed KMSQd bim» eadeavouring to revive bis bopesi 
i»d iaspire btm wkh iretk ambiiioo ; in vain did 
tbos6> who were toQ distant to be beaj^? lift «p 
Ibbeir bands to beseech bim; be was deaf toal^ 
tbeir eatv^ataes ; be had formed a r^aokHion to 
4ie» «s tbe c^ meaas of ndding himaelf of bis 
«iiresy«ad b» coiintry <si Urn calan^ies* liaving^ 
i^bcredSore, ffsvesx tbe signal for speakieg, he ad^ 
dressed tbe 9battei<ed r^mwB of bis ^rmf with 
gneat ints^epidity ; ^I esji^ev}?" ^^^^ ^9 '^ thia 
^4fif9 ^ 6r Qionp gjorioufi tbao that of my 
^ ekclm9 wee it bas convinced me of your 
^fideHty aad a&ctjion. I most, however, e&- 
^ 4«at fer ime fivrour qaprej •wbacb ia» to die, i^ 
^ cffder to procure your safety ; I ean never $q 
^ much adviuice tbe iot^pesta jrf ipy country by 
<^imra9d blood, es by i^hpriikj^g myself for its 
^ pemse* Others have puDcbsfied fitme j^ g^ 
^"v^miai^ w^U : }^ it be h^ bo^st to jeave an 
^esspiie^ nlhfir tbi«»: by mf syt^bitiop? ^ 
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•« weaken op destroy it." Aft«jp spealniig lo - tMs 
efkitty he entreated M9 followers to yield -fliew^ 
selves to Vitelfius, and not provoke him-^by <Ai^ 
^macy or delay. Then rebuldng the unreason^ 
able fears of those about himj without any sigAA 
of fear, either in his looks or words$ he retired 
to his chamber 7 where he wrote two consolatory 
letters to his sister, and a third to Meatealina) 
whom he had designed for his wife. He nestt 
burnt such letters and- papers as might be ppe<- 
judicial to his dependants, and distribated some 
money and jewels among his friends and do- 
mesttcks. He then prepared to die ; but per- 
ceiving a tumult among the soldiers, who pre- 
pared t6 punish some that were g<(»ng pmat^y 
away, he cried out, '< L-et me then add cme 4Af 
« more to my life." Upon which he ordered 
his chamber*door to be thrown open, and cm* 
ployed the remaining part of the day in che^dck^ 
the violence of bis soldiers^ and giving advice to 
idl such as desired admittance* Having thua 
performed the duties of his station, and quench*- 
c<* his thirst with a draught of cold water, he 
ordered the, doors to be secured, iBtxd fell into a 
profound sleep. Awaking by break of day^ he 
perceived one of his servants remaining' in the 
room, whom he commanded to r^re. Then 
tEiking a dagger which he had placed under his 
pillow the night before, he gave himself a nior- 
tal blow on the left'side, and with a smgle g^t>an, 
ended his life, after a short reign of three months 
and five days. Though the mei^s by which he 
acquired dominion deserve unqualified r^iro*- 
bation, there is something in his afiter<onduct 
that makes us lament his end; A vmb who 
could think so justly and i&tl 'so acutdy on- this 
occasion^ d^^Qrves to have been tenger tried* 
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luMMil& tiian all the ^Idaers repannd to Vir» 
SPAHifti^tlie oominaader of the Gemmi legionay 
«aiiiiBBti|r entreating him. to assume the reias of 
9Ci|Hfirmnent; or, at kiiat eatreaiting his medi^ 
atton with the geveaSsMp VitelHus ia their £a« 
v«mr. Upoti his deciitiiitg their request in either 
§omji, RubriuB Qallus, a person of conaiderabie 
QOte^ immediately undcirtook their emibBSSf to 
the; 'generals of the conqueiiog army, and socm 
afiber .ditaaned pankn for all the adhei^nts of 
Qeiio* 

VjkclHus being thus backed bf 9 vidtorious 
annj^^ihe senate made no hesitalioii in ppodaimw 
ia^ hkn emperor^ though he ivas sbiilia Gauk 
At this time Italf wbs baraasod ixy the selcUersy 
who x^mmitted such outntges* as eau^eded all 
the oppressions of the mostcahimitxxis war. Tha 
eaiipefQr, ther^ore, before he set out for Reanef 
determined to puni^ the praetorian cohorts^ who 
had been the instrumenta of all the kte disturb* 
a»ces in the stal^e* Accordingly he caused thes^ 
all 6o^disafined, and depriTed of the name and 
faomNir of soldiers; and sefotenoei aa hundred 
and -fifty of the most gdlty to ti^ put stodeath* 

These blight beginningst horvever^ were etMOi 
fihaidad by hw vices and extravagance. As he ap 
pvoached towards Rome, he affected all ima* 
girndble ftgkxidoixci and kept up neither order 
nor diaeiplioe among his soldiers ; for they plim* 
deaed wherever they came with impunity. Upon 
his nmvai on the field whene the battle was 
fought, which fiut him in possesBioa of the enw 
pire^ observifg the great number of dead bodiof 
flcattened over the plain, men and horses cofu 
Aisedly intenniated) putrefying and tafnitiog tibt 
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air mtk their stenchy he eedmed ne y$sy shodfed 

at the spectacle ; but withforatalapdthf, reimoiE* 
. ed to those around him, ^^ that a dead eattof 
smelt well ;'' and then caUing for wine, he drank 
upon the spot, and ordered large quantitiea to be- 
dfgtrBxtted among his soldiers* 
' Having reached Rome, he entered it» not^as af 
place he came to govern with justice, but as a 
town that was become his own by the laws of con- 
quest. He marched through the streets^ mgsxnt* 
ed on horseback^ all in armour,, the suiate and 
people precedmg him on ^t> as if the capti^«l 
c^ his late ^ctory. Next day he made a speech 
X before the senate, In which he magnified his own 
actions, and promised them extraordinarj! advan^ 
tages from . Ini administradbn* He then ha* 
tangued the people, and met with the customary 
adulation patd to power. i • 

. In the mean time, his soldiers beuig permit* 
ted to satiate themselves in the debaucheries <^ 
the city, grew totally unfit for war« The priaci* 
pal af&irs of the state were managed by thris low^^ 
^t wretches, wiiom fortune, in her cf^tack>us 
freaks, seemed pleased with exalling. Asiaticus* 
his freedman, supported by a groupe of playera 
tfid charioteers, governed all things, and brought 
virtue into disrepute by their vicious example* 
Vitellius, more abandoned than they, gave hin*« 
self up to all kinds of luxury and profuseness ; 
but gluttony was his predominant vice, iiisomucli 
that he brought himself to an habit of vomiting, 
in order to be able to renew his meals, at plea- 
sure. His entertainments were prodigiously ex« 
pensive ; but they were more fi^qi^ently at the 
CQSt of others than his own« The most memo* 
rabl^ txf thesf; banqu^,. was. that whic|i waa 
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made ibr him by his bh)ther, oti hid arrival' at 
Roine. In this were served up two thousand se- 
▼eral dishes of fish, and seven thousand fowl of 
the most valuable kinds. But iti one particular 
cBsh he seemed td have outdone all the former. 
profusion of the most luxurious Romans. This 
was of such magnitude as to t)e Called the shield* 
of Minerva^ and was filled with an olio made from' 
the sounds of the fish called scarri, the brains of 
pheasants and woodcocks, the tongues of the most 
eostly birds, and the spawn of lampreys brought 
from the Carpathian sea: 

In this manner did this beastly glutton pro- 
ceed, spending his time in the most gross sen- 
suaiities : so that if he had reigned long, the 
whole empire would not have been sufficient to 
have maintained his table. All the attendants of 
his court sought to raise themselves, not by their 
virtue or abilities, but the sumptuousness of their 
entertainments. This prodigality soon produced 
its attendant, want ; and that, in turn, gave rise 
to cruehy and rapine. 

Those who had formerly been his associates^ 
were now destroyed without mercy. Going to 
▼i«t one of them in a violent fever, he mingled 
poison with his water, and delivei^ it to him with 
his own hands, in order to obtain his fortune. 
He never pardoned money 4enders who presumed 
to • demand payment of bis former debts ; and 
thas cancelled old claims, by seizing both as the 
Itle and property of the applicant. A Roman 
knight being dragged away te execution, and 
crying out that he had made the emperor his 
heir, VitelUus demanded to h'zt the will, where 
finding himself joint inheritor with another, he 
erdered both to be executed, that he might eujoy 
the legacy without a partner. 
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By the incessalit repet&iotx'of %tt€b vtdte 'aai 
cruelties as these, he became not only a burthoi 
to himself, but odious to all naankkid. The i»* 
tarologers, with no vain foresight, now began to 
prognosticate his <fewn&i« A writkig was set 
tip in the forum to this efiect < ^ We, in the iian^ 
* of the ancient Chaldeans, give Vitellius wson^ 
« ing to depart this Ufe by ^e caJends of Octo^ 
^ ber." This intima^on filled him whh terror, 
and he ordered all the astrcrfogers to be bantahed 
from Rome* An old woman having predicted 
that if he survived his mothers-he should reign 
many yearfr in happiness and s»:urity9 heim-^ 
mediately caused her death, by refoskig her sii»» 
tenance, under pretence of its being prejutficiid 
to her health. But he soon saw the i^tility of 
relying upon such rain progndsstications ; for his 
soldiers, by their crqehy and rapine, having be-* 
come insupportable to the inhabitants of Romej 
the kgbns of the east) who had at first acqia^ 
esced in his d<»ninion, began to revolt ; anl 
shortly after unanimously resolved to raise Ve&» 
paaian to the throne* ^ 

Vespasian, long since appointed general agaiaat 
the rd>ellioas. Jews, had reduced most of their 
country, except Jerusalem, to suhjec^tt. The 
death of Nero, however, and the succession of 
Galba, gave a temporaiy check to his conquestsy 
|UB he was obliged to send his son Titi^ to Borne, 
to receive that en4>eror's commands* But Galba 
too being speedily cut ofl^ he resolved to coatinue 
neuter, during the civil wars between Otho and 
Vitellius ; and when the latter prevailed, he paid 
him his homage wjjji reluctance* Dextrous haw^ 
ever of acquiring reputation, though he diriiiBed 
the^govemment, he determiaed to lay siege to 
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favuflUm) aad actmif nim<iB pM^raftwnB te 
that great undtrlakmg, when-he learned that Vi^ 
telliQsrivas held in mtversalr detestation. Theae 
iBQimurings increased and spread wider e^erf 
da/y; while Vespasian secretly endeavoured to 
inflame the discontents of his armf • Bf these 
maiKanvres they began, at length,' to fix thdr 
eyes on him as a person the most capaUe ami 
sidlUng to suppoal the honour of his country, and 
|mt a ppriod to its in Junes. Not only the 1^ 
gions under his comitiand, but those in M«sia and 
Pannonia came to the same resolution, of de^- 
daring tliemselves fav Vespasian« He was also^ 
without his Icnowledge, jH-oclaimed emperor alt 
Alexandria^ the army there confirming their 
suffrages with extraordinary applause. Still, 
however, Vespasian seemed to decline the ho^ 
&0urs done him; till at length his soldiers com«> 
pelled him, by threats of immediate death, to 
oec^t a title, which, in idl probability, he wish- 
ed to enjoy. He now, therefore, caUed a counv 
^l of war, in which it was resolved, that his son 
Titus should be left to carry on the war agabist 
the Jews ; and that Mutianus, one of his gene- 
rals,' with the greatest part of his legions, should 
enter Italy ; while Vespasian himself was to le^ 
forces in all part^ of the East, in orderto reinforce 
liiesn, in case of necessity. » 

VIbeHius, though buried in aioth and luxary^ 
on hearing of these maehinatiotis, was resoWed 
to make an effort to dfeiend hispowt^f, and oph 
dered his chief commanders, Valens and Cecina^ 
to make all possible preparations to resist the infi> 
yaders; The first army thatenter6d Italy with 
an hoS^e intention, was under the comhianddf 
AntQinius Piknus^ who was. met by G^dfia Jietf 
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A.pufcf takiiig plusti Ccoout vg^ 

mvaikd li^ioii to change aideS) and declare )Gir 
VeqiasiaD* HU annyy hoiv^Y^, quickly repeni* 
cd q£ tbeir tei^g^versation, imprisoned their giN 
nernlf and attacked Antonius, though vrithout a 
koder* The eng^ement continued during the 
whole night ; and in the morning, aftera shoit 
repast* both armies renewed the comhat; when 
the scddaers of Antonius saluting the ri«ng um^ 
according to custoixiy the ViteUians, su^Msing 
that they had received new reinforcements, b»> 
look themselTes to flight, with the loss ctf thirl^ 
thousand men. Shortly after, liberajdng their 
general Cecina from prison, they importuned him 
«o intercede with the conquerors for pardoB^ 
which they obt^dned, though not without the 
most horrid barbarities committed upon the ci* 
tizens of Cremona, whither they had retired for 
aheker. 

. Meanwhile Vitellius, who was wallowing in aU 
kinds of luxury and excess, being informed of 
the defeat of his army, his former insolence sunk 
into the extreme of timidity and irresolution. At 
lengUu rousing from his lethaigy of protracted 
frioe, he made several efforts to ward off the im- 
pending ruiQ ; but his luxury and dissipation co»> 
tinning, his affairs became more desperate every 
day ; tUl, at last, he inade offers. to Vespasian <^ 
resigpiDg the empirpj provided his life were spared 
and a sufi&cient revenue allotted for his suppott. 
In order to enforce this request, he issued firon 
lus palace in deep mourning, with all his 4ki» 
mesticks weeping round him. He then went to 
offer the swoixi of justice to Ceciliius, the .consuls 
which he refosing, the abject en^evor prapared 
lo Ji^. down the ensigns of empire in the temple 
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•f Conoord. But being (nteittfpttd by 80tiie» wbo 
med out, '< that htmsdf was Concord)'* he re- 
solved, upon so weak an encouragement, still to 
maintain ius power, and immediately piepared 
for hiB defence. 

Amid this fidctmitiort of ciMinseh, one Safainost 
ifbo had advised ViteUius to remgn, perceiving 
his Asperate situation, resolved^ i^ a bold rtep^ 
10 oblige Vet^anan; and accordingly seised upm 
ttie cafNtol. But he was premature in his al» 
temfit ; for the scalers (^ Vitellius attacked him 
witik great fbry } and prevailing by their numbetsi 
soon laid that beautifiil &brick in ashes. Diniilg 
lUs dKadlitl oonfiagration, Vitellius was feaadng 
m tiMB palace of Tiberius, and beholding all tha 
korrom <rf the assault with greatraatisftction. Stt^ 
kkms was taken prisoner; md shortly after e»a» 
cuted by the emperor's command. Young Dg» 
mitian> his nephew, who was afterwards empenic^ 
sa^mtiamseif by fitght, in ttie habit of a pnests 
land all the rest who eacajped tkefire, wereputt* 
ikeswMd. 

But tins transient gleam of success served IttHa 
to BBpvore Uie gdneial afiyrs: of Vitellius;. fbf 
Antonius, the general of Vetpuauh was mpic^ 
advancing towards Rome, and would oot^lialeii 
Id any acGommodaticMk,- Bekig arrived before 
the walls of the city, theibrces of Vit^us we» 
•resolved upon defenifing it to the utmost- extrft> 
mity* It was attacked on ^iree sides with, the i^ 
moat ftuy ; while the army widiin, sallying upon 
-the bedegers, defended it with equal obsdnacy. 
The battle lasted a whde day; till» at last,, tke 
besieged were driven into the dty^ and a dreadful 
alafq^hter eemraenced in all the steeets, which 
-they v^aly .attempted to defond* In the' mean 
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talors; andy ^» if tbey had been in a ihest^r^ 
^H)^ their handsy eixcouragiog one part^^, jUMi 
ibm tb^ other. As either iumed their b^c^ 'th« 
cidzdis would sally out from their pteces^ of tp^ 
iigei and kill m^ fkl^ixler jth^» :vfi<iioat nnercy*- 
&iit irhat wa$ Btill mpre remai'k^^, dviring: tla^ 
dreadfcl fll^g(htei»». both within aiTd wiiho^ttiM 
^y the fkeo^ <?Qiidd mpt he prevented fmm ce^ 
lehrtttifig one of their n^ost ri^ons 'feaatli> catted 
the Satoroalia : so ths|t,at: <Hve ti^ie isught h«^ 
heeaoe^ a 9tmng*^ mistture x^Ci^irth md maserf ^ 
ef tmetty md kwdi9c$s} m: oae jpiace^ biiryings 
«nd ski^htero; in another, draiili^^Qe»» «^ 
feasting; hiisre «treaina <^ bloodi and he^ptc 0f 
mingled bodies ; there lewd dc^uch^ies «nd 
thttnekas prosftitutioQ : in aiirord^ all liie honrom 
«f a civil wan Itfti ftU the liceii^ousiiess of tho 
<|BfNii idMoidoiied security* 
; Dmingthis cCjmpliaajted' scene of ssisery mui 
frofl^acfy. VitelltU9 cetired privatdy toMfiiipife^ 
house, upon Mount Aventice, desigHiiig/ tliil 
a^htto. 1^: wAm ^imy onmnMOided hf bm hro- 
theratTasraciha: telti :quite i«ea|>Khle^ ttoMfh 
§^9 of forminfi^.anf , tedoiiitioOf he changed Ms 
ttmd, and fctiirded again to his palace, now 
voSdand desola^; all his skives forsaking him 
ln.lti& distress,, and pirposely avi^diflg hispren 
«eiice*-#«-There^ after wandering for some ttme, 
^uite disconsolate, «ld fearing tl». face of eveiy 
creature, he hid himself in m ohscive comer 9 
£rom whence, howevec, he was soon taken by a 
|»rty oi the conqueHng soldier. Still, however, 
hiixioQs to protract his mberable life, he begged 
Ho he kept in prison till the arrival of Vespaslaa 
i^Roni^y pretetiding that he had secrets of im^ 
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{MHtaiice to discolor ; but fats entreaties were m 
vain : the soldiers, binding hk hands behind hinii 
and throwing a halter round his neck, led him 
along, half naked, into the publick fonim, load* 
tng him, as they proceeded, with the most bittei* 
reproaches which their malice could siine^, or 
Ins cruelty might deserve. Some castdirt and 
filth upcm him as he passed ; others struck him 
with their hands ; some ridiculed Uie delects of 
his person, his red fiery face, and the protube- 
rance of his belly. At length, being come to the 
place of punishment, they killed him with many 
blows ; and then dragging the dead body through 
the streets ^th a hook, they threw it, with aD 
possible ignominy, into the Tiber. 

Such was the merited end of the brutal ViteU 
Mus, in the fifty-seventh year of his age, after a 
short reign of eight months and five days ; begun 
in cruelty, and continued with universal detesti^ 
tion. Fortunately for mankind, the career of 
this monster was so soon run. Indeed the three 
lB»t emperors had only appeared like sovereigns 
in a tragedy, ^ to strut their hour upon the stagey 
^Md then be seen no more*" 
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Tfte Setgni of TcsJioBian^ Tttua, and Dondtiafu 

^ j^ XTlTELLltJS being dispatched, the 
70, V conquerihg army pursued the ene- 
IT r ^5^ throughout Uie whole city, while nei- 
8^'. ^^^ houses nor temples afforded refuge 
' to the fugitives. Not only armed foes, 
however, suffered in this manner ; but many of 
the citizens, who were obnoxious to the soldiers, 
were dragged from their houses, and killed with- 
out any form of trial ; aind no. sooner was their 
"fiiiry somewhat abated, than they began to seek 
for plunder, under pretence of searching for the 
enemy. The lower rabble ^d the slaves joined 
iti these detestable outrages 5 and the whole city 
was fiUed with outcry and lamentation, as if it 
had fallen a prey to the most merciless invaders. 

At length, however, upon the arrival of Mu- 
tianus, general to Vespasian, slaughter and ra- 
pine ceased, and the city began to resume an ap- 
pearance of tranquillity. Vespasian* was de- 
clared emperor, by the unanimous consent both 
of the senate and the army ; and dignified vrith 
all those titles, which now followed rather the 
power than the merit of those who were appoint- 
ed to govern. Messengers were dispatched to 

• The Flavian family, from which Vespasian waf 
■prong, was neither conspicuous for its lustre nor its anti- 
quitf. They were originally of Reate, in the country of 
ywSabiasi. 
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tbe utmost desire for his goyenunent* But the 
winter being dapgercma for sailings he deferred 
his voyage to a more convenient season. Perhaps, 
also, the dissentiona in other jparts of the empire, 
retarded his return to Rome : for Claudius Civi- 
lis, in Lower Germany, excited his countrymen 
to revolt; and destroyed the Roman garrisons, 
.which were placed in different p^uts i^ that pro^ 
vince* Fluked with success, he aspired to the 
purple himself, and boldly advanced to give 
Cerealis, Vespasian's general, battle. In the be- 
ginning of this engagement he seemed success- 
ful, breaking the Roman legions, and putting 
their cavalry to flight. But, at length, Cerealift, 
by his conduct turned the fate of the day, and 
not only routed the enemy, but took and destroys 
ed their camp. This engagement, howevex^ was 
not decisive i several others ensued with doubt* 
fill success ; and an accommodation at length de- 
termined what arms could not effect. Civilis ob- 
tsoned peace for his countryman, and pardpn Iw 
himself 5 that th^y might fonn a bs^rricr against 
the incursions of the surrounding barbarous, na- 
jdons. 

' During the time of these commotions in Ger- 
msiny, the Sarm^itians, a savage nation to the 
ncM'th-east of the empire, suddenly passed the 
river Ister, and marching into the Rom^n do- 
.mipions with celerity and fury, destroyed several 
garrisons, and an acmy under the command of 
Fonteius Agrippa. However, they were driven 
b^ck, with some slaughter, by Rubrius Gallus, 
Vespasian's lieutenant, into their native forests | 
where, several attempts^ were made to confine 
them by garrisons loid fort% placed along ti» 
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tonfines of thdr countiy* But these hardy na^ 
tumsy hamg once found the way into the empire, 
fiever after desisted from invading it at every op« 
portunity: till, at length, they finally over-ran 
and destroyed the glory of Rome. 

Vespasian continued some months at Alex** 
andiia, in Egypt, where, it is ssdd, he performed 
miracles in curing a blind and a lame man, by 
touching them. Before he set out for Rome, h^ 
gave his son Titus the command of the army that 
was to lay siege to Jerusalem. As he approach- 
ed the metropolis, he was met at the distance of 
many miles t^ the senate, and half the inh^itants, 
who gave the sincerest testimonies of their joy, in 
having an emperor of such great and experienced 
▼irtues. Nor did he, in the least, disappoint 
their expectations : being equally prompt to re- 
ward merit, and to pardon his adversaries : to re- 
-form the manners of the cidzens, and set them 
the best example in his own. 

While his &ther was thus receiving the homage 
of his subjects, Titus carried on the war against 
the Jews with vigour. This obstinate Mid in- 
iatuated people had long resolved to resist the 
Roman power, vainly hoping to find protection 
from Heaven, whom their imjHeties had utterly 
ofiended. Their own historian represents them^ 
as arrived at the highest pitch of iniquity ; while 
famines, earthquakes, and prodigies, all con- 
spired to forbode their approaching ruin, and 
to fiilfil the predictions pf our Saviour and the 
prophets. Nor was it sufficient that Heaven and 
earth seemed combined agaanst them : they had 
the most bitter dissentions among themselves : 
^id were split into two parties, who robbed and 
destroyed each other without mercy, wlule boOi 
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^.them} at the same time, booAted of tfaem apal 
for the religion of their ancestors. 

At the head of one of those parties was an }n^ 
eendiary, whose name was John. This-iM^iek 
affected sovereign powert and filled the whole 
city of Jierusaieiii, and all the t^wns armuid^ 
with . tumuit and piUage*^ In a shoi% :time» a new 
&ction sax)se, headed by one Simoni who gather* 
kig together multitudes of robbers and mui^m^ 
Who had fied to the mountainss attacked xaanf 
cities and towns, and reduci^d all Idumea unde^ 
his power. Jemsalem, at iength, became the 
theatre in which these two dem^guea began to 
eacercise their mutual animosity ; John was pos* 
aeased of the temple, while Simon, was admitted 
kite the city ; both equally enraged against each 
Qtfai^r ; while slaughter and detvastation followed 
fiidr [M^tensions. 

Jerusalem was in tliis miserable Situation when 
Titus came to sit down belbre it with his con* 
Bering army, and began his operations within 
about ^ix furl0Qgs.6f.the place* It was at tfa9 
fih»t of the passover, when, the place was fiUesI 
with an infinite multitude of people^ yifhq, hul 
Gduke fnxa all parts to celebrate ^at great solemn 
nity, that Titus undertook the siege^ Hia pre* 
sence produced a temporary reconciliatiba be^ 
tween the contending. factions within: so thai 
tliey unanimously resolved to oppose the ccutn- 
nicm enemy first, and lihen decide their doiliesticfc 
i)uan«ls» Their first sally, which, was made 
irith much fi^ry s^ resolution, put the Romans 
into^reat disorder, and obliged tl^em to abandon 
their camp, and fiy to the mountakis. Howeven 
rallying immediately after, the Jews were forced 
hack into the city ; while Titus, in person, showed 
surprising feats of yalour and conduct. 
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JeruBfdem was strongly fcMttfiedby three Walltf 
on everf side, except where it was fenced by deifep 
Yalleys. Titus began by battering down the out> 
ward Wall, which after much fatigue and danger 
he effected ; all the time showing the greatest 
demency to the Jews, and offering them repeated 
assurances of pardon, on submission. But this 
infatuated nation rcfhsed his proffered kindness 
with contempt, and imputed his humanity to his 
fears. Five days afler the commencem^t c^ 
the siege, Titus broke through the second wall} 
and soon after made preparations for batterin|^ 
the third wall, which was their last defence. ^But 
first he sent Josephus, their countryman, into due 
city to exhort them to yield, who using afl hia 
eloquence to persuade them, was only reviled with 
so^ and reproaches. The siege was therefore 
carried on with greater vigour than before ; and 
several batteries for engines were raised, which 
were no sooner built, than destroyed by the Jews.^ 
At length, it was resolved in council, to surround 
the whole city with a trench, ttod thus prevent 
ail relief and succours &om abroad* This, whi^ 
was quickly executed, had no effect to intimidate 
the citiziens. Though &mine and pestilence, its 
necessary attendants, began now to make the 
most horrid ravages within the walls, yet this 
desperate people still resolved to hold out. 
Though obliged to live upon the most scanty and 
unwholesome food, though a bushel of com was 
•old for six himdred crowns, and the holes and 
aewers were ransacked for carcases, that had long 
since grown putrid, yet they were not to ht 
moved. The femine raged at last to such an ex- 
cess, that a woman of distinction in the city boiled 
her own child, and eat i^ When this homd ac- 
count came to the ears of Titus^ he declared that 
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lie would bwy so abominable a crime in the ruin^ 
of their state* In consequence, of this resofaitioDi 
be cut down all the woods within a considerable 
distance of the city, and causing more batteries 
to be raised, at length battered down the wall, and 
in five days enter^ the citadel by force. Thus 
teduced to Che very verge of ruin, the remaining 
Jews still deceived themselves with absurd and 
delusive expectations, while many false pip* 
phets imposed upon the multitude, declaring they 
should soon have assistance from God* The 
heat of the. battle was now, therefore, gathered 
round the inner wall of the temple, while the 
defendants desperately combated from the top. 
Titus was anxious to save this beautiful struc« 
ture, but a soldier casdng a brand into some ad* 
jacent buildings, the fire communicated to the 
temple ; and, notwithstanding the utmost endea? 
vouTS on both sides, the whole edifice was quickly 
consumed* The sight of the temple in ruins ef- 
fectually damped the ardour of the Jews* They 
began to perceive that Heaven had forsaken them> 
while their cries and lamentations re-echoed from 
the adjacent mountains* The more resolute* 
however, still endeavoured to defend the upper 
and stionger part of the city, named Sion : but 
Titus, with his battering engines, soon made 
himself endre master of the place* John and 
Simon were taken from the vaults, where they 
had concealed themselves : the former was cour 
demned to perpetual imprisonment, and tlio 
latter reserved to grace the conqueror's triumph* 
The greatest part of the populace were put U^ 
the sword, and the city was endrely razed by the 
plough ; so that, according to our Saviour's pro* 
phecy, not one stone remaintl^ upon another* 
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Thus, after a siege of six months, JenisakfRi wai 
iMMXty dmtrojedj having flourished, Hbdet- the 
pecoMar direotion of Heaven, above two thoQ- 
sand years. The numbers who perished iki the 
lidge, according to Jbsephus, amoiuited to above 
a mUlion of souls, and the captiVes to almost a 
hundred thousand* The tenopora! 'state of the 
lews ended with their city ; while the wretched 
survivors Were banished, sold^ and dispersed into 
all parts of the world, where they have ei^r since 
remained, in their posterity, a monili»ent of th6 
divine wraUi, and an evidence of the truth of Re« 
vefcition. 

• . All ranks were zealous in bestowing due ho^ 
nours on Titus, many of which he modestly de- 
clined ; but his return in triumph, which he did 
with his fether, was marked with all the magnifi- 
cence and joy that was in the power of men to 
express. Every thing esteemed valuable or beau- 
tiful was collected to adorn this great solemnity* 
Among the rich spoils were exposed vast quanti- 
ties of gold, taken out of the temple ; but th^ 
Book of the Holy Law was not the least remark- * 
able in this g^nd exhibition. This was the first 
time that ever Rome saw the father and the son 
triumph together. A triumphal arch waserected 
upon this occasion, on which were described all 
the victories of Titus over the Jews, which te- 
tnains almost entire to this day. Veqiasian like^ 
wise built a temple to Peace, wherein were depo- 
sited most of the Jewish spoils ; and having now 
calmed all commotions in every part of the em« 
pire^ he shut up the temple of Janus *• 

• The temple of Janus was shut in peace, and open ih 
war. Dnrhig the remi of Augustus it was twice shot, * 
cifcmniUincb lemafCable in the histoiy.'of a nation thU 
was almost incessantly at war in one quarter of the 
globe or another. 
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Hmng thus given security and peace to the 
empire, the emperor now resolved to correct 
luimbeiieBs abuses, which had grown up under 
the tjrranny of his predecessors. To effect this 
with mcNPe facility, he joined Titus with him in 
the coBsulship and tribunitial power, and in some 
measure, admitted him a partner in aU the high- 
est offices of the state* He began with restrain- 
ing the licentiousness of the army, and bringing 
them back to their pnstine discipline. He or> 
dered a young officer to be broke for being per- 
fumed,- declaring he had rather he had stunk of 
garlick. Some military messengers desiring 
money, to buy shoes, he oi^ered them, for the 
future, to perform their journeys barefoot* He 
' was not less strict with regard.to.the senators and 
the knights* He degraded such as were a dis- 
grace to their station, and Supplied their places 
with the most worthy men he could find» He 
alnidged the processes that had been carried to 
an unreasonable length in the< courts of justice. 
He took care to re-edify such parts of the city as 
had suffered in the late commotions ; particularly 
4:he Capitol, which h.e restored to more than for- 
mer magnificence. He likewise built a fai|iQi;is 
atnphitheatre, the ruins of which are, to this ^y^ 
an evidi^nce of its ancient grandeur*. The other 
cities in the empire also shared his paternal care ; 
he impceved such as were declining, adorned 
others, and built many anew* In such acts as 
these^ he passed a long reign of clemency and 
moderation, of justice and equity* 

Julius Sabinus seems to be the only person 
who was treated with aggravated cruelty* This 
person was commander of a small army in Gaul, 
and had declared himself emperor upon the death 

HOME. — II. X 
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of VltelHus ; fimt his army betiig speeAly -routed, 
he wA9 compelled to seek safety by flight. For 
some time he wandered through the Roman pro- 
vinces, without being discov^r^ ; but finding the 
pursuit every day become closer, he was dbliged 
to hide himself in a cave, in which he remsdned 
concealed for no less than nine years, attended all 
^e time by his faitliful wife Eppoilina, who pro* 
Mded provisions for his support by day, and re- 
paired to him in the night* She was, at length, 
•discovered in the performance of this pious office ; 
and Sabinus was taken prisoner, and carried to 
Home. Several intercessions were made to the 
emperor in his behalf ; Epponina herself appear- 
ing with her two children, and imploring her 
husband's pardon* However, neither her tears * 
nor entreaties could prevail ; and the wretched 
Sabinus being sentenced to death, suffered under 
the common executionei^-^an action which, taken 
in all its circumstances, would tarnish more virtues 
than Vespasistt) ever possess^. 

It must, however, be remarked, that this is a 
solitary and unaccountable instance of rancorous 
resentment in Vespasian. He caused the daugh- 
ter -of Vitellius, his avowed enemy, to be manied 
tOto a noble family ; himself providing her a suit- 
able fortune. One of Nero's servants coming to 
entreat pardon for having once rudely thrust him 
out of the palace, and insulting him when ifi office, 
Vespasian only took his revenge by serving him 
just Jn the same manner. When any plots or 
conspiracies were foi*med against him, he disdain- 
ed to punish th^ guilty ; saying, *' that they de- 
** served rather his contempt for their ignorance, 
" than his resentment, as they seemed to envy him 
^ a dignity, of which he daily expenenced theun* 
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w!* When, he wufi aeriousjj. advised to be* 
ware of Metius Pomposianus, against whom therQ 
wikSist^QlCCc^use of suspi^cion, h^ raised him to 
Ukk digfkity, of consul; adding^ that the time 
>Kroiild- come whei\ he itmst b^ sensible of so 
great a benefit^ 

His lihc^r^Iity in the^ encouragement of arts and 
te^Lming was not less than his clemency. He 
a^ttled ^ con9tta0it salary of a hundred thousand 
seste rces upon the teachers of rhetorick- He was 
^rlic^lirly Kind to Josephus, the Jewish histo« 
rlan : Quintillian the orator, and Pliny the na- 
turalisliy flourish^ in^his reign, and wer^ highly 
e3teemed by him; avKl, inshprt) thepixife^sopsof 
^very useful art or science-were sure to experienoo 
his bounty. 

Yet all hi9 numerous acts of generosity and 
munificence cannot preserve his character from^ 
the imput^tioa of rapacity and ayariqe* He re* 
vbred many obsofete methods of taxation,; aod 
even bought and sold coiQinodities hi(Qi^elf> 19 
4icd0r tiQ m^reasQ hi& fqjrtupis. He de^^nde<l to 
aosoe veiify iu>U^U?d ajid dishonourable i«aposts> 
imticui^rly in. laying a t$k^ uppn urin<^ When 
Ms «Qa Txtm remonstrated s^gaiost the m«anne«i 
of such a tax, Vespc^an taking a pi^ece of inoneyi 
demanded if the smell offended him i adding, 
ihia very money was produced by urine* The 
treasury, when Vespasian caxne to th^ thipone, vm 
80 much exhausted, that he informed the senate 
it would require a supply of three hundred nullions 
of our money, to re-establish the comfnonwc^altbt 
This necessity, therefore, must n^itursjly produqe 
more numerous and heavy tastialiofis than th^ 
empire had hitherto es^rienced : but while hq 
collected inoney from hiK subjects by various ^Xu 
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pedieiito^ he neither expended it in private grati<- 
lications, nor in enriching his family • 

In the fourth year of his reign, Antiochns^ 
king of Comegena, holding a private correspond- 
«ice with the Parthians, the declared enemies of 
Rome, was taken prisoner in Cilicia, by Pectus, 
the governor, and sent bound to Kome ; but 
Vespasian generously allowed hint a' revenue 
ti)itfd>le to his d^^ty, and fixed his residence at 
Lacedsemon* ^ 

'A. D. About the same time also the Akmi, a 
• 73. barbarous people, on the Tanais, abandon- 
ing their barren wilds, invaded the king- 
dom of Media ; and from thettce passing like a 
torrent intd Armenia, after great ravages ftejr 
overthrew Tiridates, the king of that country^ 
mth prodigious slaughter. Titus was at length 
sent to chastise their insolence, and reltere af 
king who was in alliance with Rdme ( but the 
barbsirians retired at ^e approach of the Roman 
« army, laden with plunder. 

The care and attention of Vespasian pervaded 
the renootest provinces of the empire, and their 
inhabitants felt his tenderness or his power. He 
had, during his whole reign, a particular regard 
to Britain ; bis generals, PeUlius Cerelis .and 
Julius Frontinus, brought the greatest part of the 
island into subjection ; and Agricola, who 8uc« 
ceeded soen after, completed wliat they had 
begun. 

Such long and uninterrupted success had not, 
however, the smallest effect in rendering him 
vain. He ever seemed averse from those swelling 
titles which the senate and peopleweve constantly 
offering him. When the king of Paithia, in one 
•f his letters, styled himself king of kings, Vea«» 
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pasian, in his answer, only called himself simp^ 
PJavius Vespasian. He "^s so far from attempt- 
ing to hide the meanness of his original, that he 
frequently mentioned it in company ; and when 
some flatterers were for deriving his pedigree 
from Hercules, he despised and derided the 
meanness of their adulation. In this manner, 
having reigned ten years, loved hy his subjects^ 
and deserving their affection, he was surprised 
with an indispoution at Campania, which f]t>m 
the beginning he declared would be fatal ; ciy- 
ing out, in the spirit of paganism, ^^ Methinks I 
w am going to be a god." Removing from 
thence to the city, and afterwards to a country 
seat near Reate, the seat of his fathers, he was 
there taken with a flux, 'which brought him to 
the last extremity. Perceiving his end approach- 
ing, and that he was just going to expire, he 
cried out, " that an emperor ought to die stand- 
^ ing ^" and, therefore, raising himself upon his 
feet, he expired in the arms of -his supporters. 

His character has thus been aphoristically 
s«tmmed.iipby Pliny; •♦ He was a man in whom 
^ power made no alteration, except in giving 
^^ him the (^>portunity of doing good equal to his 
« wiO." 

No sooner had Vespa^an submitted 
to the mortal ccmdi^n, than his son Titus ^iP' 
was joyfblly received as emperor, and be- 
gan 'to rtign with the practice of every virtue. 
During the life of his fether there had, indeed, 
been numy. imptt^tions« against him, both for 
craeHy, test, and prodigality ; but upon hrs exalta- 
tfkm to the throne, he shook oflT every vice, and 
became att example of the greatest moderation 
and hiitnanity. His first step towards gaining 
X3. 
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the affections of his subjects, was his modeialinfi: 
hk passions, and bridting his appetites. He had 
long loved Berenice, sister to Agrippa, king of 
Judaea, a woman of the greatest beauty, and the 
most refined allurements; but knowing* that the 
connexion with her was entirely disagreeable to 
the people of Rome, he gained a victory over his 
affections^ and sent her away, notwithstanding 
their mutual passion, and all her arts. He next 
dismissed all those who had been the ministers of 
Jus pleasures, and forbore to coimtenance the 
companions of his looser recreations, though he 
had fcMmerly taken great pains in the selection. 
This prudent conduct, added to his justice and 
generosity, procured him the love of all good 
men, and the appellation of the Del^ht of A^ui- 
kind ; which all his actions seemed emulated to 
deserve. 

As he came to the throne with all the advan- 
ti^es of his father's popularity, he was resolved 
to use every method to increase it. He therefore 
took particular care to punish all informers, fsdse 
witnesses, and pr(»noterB of dissention. Those 
wretches, wlio had their rise in thelicoitiouBneas 
and impunity of former reigns, were now become 
so numerous, that their cnmes called loudly for 
punishment. Of these, therefore, he daily made 
publick examples: condenming them to be 
scourged in the most publick streets ; next to be 
dragged through the theatre; then to be con- 
veyed into the uninhabited parts of the emi»re, 
or sdd as slaves. To gratify tiie citizens, he ex- 
hibited many sumptuous and magnificent shows ; 
and even indulged them so far as to permit them 
to dictate the manner in wluch they should choose 
to be entertained. His courtesy and promptitude 
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tod&good have boen eeiebrated even bj chrisUan 
writers ; hia principal rule being never to send 
any petitioner dissatisfied away. One night, at 
table, recollecting that he had done nothing bene- 
ficial to mankind during the day, he exckinaed, 
" O my friends, I have lost a day." A reflection 
which too many may daily have reason to make ; 
but which seems to have been a rare occurrence 
with this amis^le prince. 

He was so tender of the lives of his subjects, 
that he took upon him the office of Pontifex 
Maximus, or high*priest, in order to keep his 
hands undefiled with blood. He so little re- 
garded such as censured or abused him, that he 
was heai^ to say, " When I do nothing worthy 
'^ of censure, why should I be displeased at it ?" 
He Was even heard to affirm, that lie had rather 
die himself tlian put another to death. Learning 
timft.two noblemen had oxispired against him, 
he readily forgave them ; and the next day plac* 
ing them near himself in the theatre, he put the 
swcvds with which the gladiators fought into 
their hands, demanding their judgment and ap- 
probation, whether they were of sufficient short- 
ness. With. equal indulgence, he pardoAed his 
brother Domitian, who hfui actually prepared all 
things lor an open rebellion. 
. In this reign an erupdon of Mount Vesuvius 
did considerable damage ; overwhelming many 
tow]|s» and throwing its ashes into countries more 
than a hundred miles distant. Upon this me- 
morable occasion, Pliny, the naturalist, lost his 
life ; for being impelled by too eager a curiosity 
to G^rvethe eruption, he was^suffixated by the 
eftuTUu There hq^pened alsa about this time 
A fire at Rome, wbifib coptiaued three daya and 
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nights "vntbout intemussloii ; and tUaf was IqI* 
lowed by a pla|;ue, in which ten thoiiss^ men 
were buried in a day.. The euipeitMr, hoireTer» 
dkl all that lay ia hia power to repair the da* 
mages sustaioed by the publick ; and, inth respect 
to the city# declared that he would take the whc^ 
lo8» of that upon hia>s^. 

These disaster^ were in some measure retie^ed 
by the successes in Britain^ under Agricola. This 
excellent general having been sent into that 
country towards the Is^ter end of Vespasian's 
reign, sbc^iwd hisaself equally expert in quelling 
the refractory^ and civilizing those who had §ar^ 
xnerly subipitted to the l^man power* The 
Ordovices, or inhahitat^s of North Wales, were 
first sjubdued. He tjitn niade a descent upon 
^ona) or the island of Anglesey, which sumenip 
dered at discretion* Ha:ving thus rendered him* 
^If ntaster of^jtbe whole country, he took/ ereiy 
xnethod to restore discipline. to his own army,. and 
|o introduce. some shai;e of politeness among those 
whom he had conquered* He exhorted them, 
both by advice and example, to build temples, 
theatres, and stately houses.. He caused tbi^ 
sons of their nobility to be instnic|»d in the liberal 
artsi he had them taught the I.*atin language, 
and induced them to imitate the Roman mo&s 
pf djess and liyiog- TJUifa, by degrees, this .bar« 
barous people begaa . to assume the luxuriona 
unanners of their conqueeors, and afterwards even 
to out-do them in all the refinements of sensual 
{deasure. For these . successes in Britain, Titus 
wj^ saluted empercM* the fifteenth time ; but he 
did w>t long survive this honour, being seiaed l^ 
a viplent fever, at a little distanre from Jlome. 
PeiToeiving ,his d^aA ap p ff nac b , he dedaisd^ that, 
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duijiig^ the whol^. course of bis Jife» he knew.but 
one action of which he repented ; and that action 
he did not think proper to name. He ^ ^^ 
expired shortly after ; not without suspi* g'l. ' . 
cion of treachery from his brother Donu- u c, 
tisaiy who had long wished to govern. 83^ 
His death happened in the forty-iirst year 
ojT his age, and the third year of his reign ; and 
us he lived universally beloved, the tears and la- 
mentations of his people followed his obsequies^ 
and history is proud to record his name among 
the most meritorious of princes* 
. The iove which all i^anks of people bore to 
Titus, &eiUtated the election .of his brother Do- 
mitian, notwithstanding the un&vourable idea 
many, had conceived of him* His ambition was 
already but too well known, and his pride soon 
appeared upon his coming to the throne i having 
been heard to declare, that he had given the em^ 
jnfe to his father and brother, and now received 
it again as his due. * 

. The beginning of his reign, however, was uni- 
versally acceptable to the people, as he appeared 
equally remarkable for his clemency^ liberality^- 
and justice. He carried his abhorrence of cruelty 
so far, as at one time to forbid the sacrificing 
of oxen. His liberality Was such, that he, 
vould not accept of the legacies that were left 
him by such as had children of their own ; and 
his justice induced him to sit whole days, and re- 
verse the partial sentences of the ordinary judges. 
But the mask of dissimulation soon dropped 
off; and he appeared in all hjs natural deformity. 
Instead of cultivating literature, as his father and 
brother had done, he neglected all kinds of 
study, addicting himself wholly to meaner pur- 
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wmiSf ftttUtamOf wcYittf and ganutt^r in bMi 
vfaich-he exooli^* - He instituted three sorts joS 
contest toi be obserred eveiy ftve f ear& ;-»*4n mcN^ 
uci» honemanBhipf and wrestling: but at- tiie- 
same time' he bantalied<aU philesqpbers and hm^ 
themadcnns from Rome* No emfieror be&re 
him entertained the pec^k with such varioua^and 
cnpemlve shows. During these divefnona- he - 
distributed great rewards, sitting as. f^resident 
bims^ adorned with a purple robe and cvown, 
wiA the. priests of Jupitei^ and the college of 
Flavian priests^ about him. His ignoble pursuito- 
in solitude was ajust contrast to his exhilMtioEis of 
publick ostentation. He usually spent hitf houra 
of retirement in catching files, and sUckingUiem 
through with a bodkin ; so that one of his ser* 
va&ts being asked if the empeoov were ak>ne, an- 
swered that he had not so mcu^ as a fly to bear 
him compsmy* 

His viees seemed eveiy day to increase with the 
duration of his reign ; and as he thu» became 
more odious to his people, all Uieir murmurs 
only served to add strength to his suspicions^ and^ 
malice to bis cruetty4. His ungi^eful treatment 
of Agrioola was one of the first indications of hia 
natural midev^ence. Domitian was always par- 
ticularly fond oi obtaining a military reputariout 
$md therefore' jealous of it in others. He bad 
marched seme time before into Gaul, upon a pi«- 
tended expedition against the Catti^ a people of 
Germany ; and, without ever seeing the enemy, 
resolved to have the honour of a triumph upmi 
h\^ return to Rome. Fop that purpose he pur- 
chased a number of riaves, whom he dressed in 
German habits, and at the head of this miserable 
procession) entered the city, amidst the apparent 
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jects. Tbe sueeesseil) Uieyefei^) ef AgHoda ia 
Bril^y aHected bim. with an extreme degree ef 
fBvy^ T*his' admirable general, punuiDg the ad«- 
mintages ^hieh he had ah^ady obtained^ aiMuedi 
the C^edoDiims ; ^atid oy^rcaaie Cali^acus, the 
British chief, at the head of thirty thousand men s 
aad afterwards sending out a ^eet to scour the 
toast, dificoVered and subdued the Orkneys ; and 
thus reduced the whole into a civilized province 
of the Roman empire. When the account of 
these successes was brought to Domitian, he re- 
ceived it with seeming pleasore, but real chagrin • 
He ordered him, therefore, external. maiics of 
Approbation ; and took care that trimnphant or- 
naments, statues, and other honours, should be 
decreed him ; but at the same time he removed 
him ftt>m his command, under a pretence of ap- 
pdnting him to the government of Syria. By 
these means, Agricola surrendered up his pro*- 
vince to Salusdus LucuUus, but soon found that 
Syria was otherwise disposed of. Upon his return 
to Rome which was privately and by night, ho 
was coolly received by the emperor ; and ^ed 
. some time after in retirement, not without suspi* 
cion of violence by the emperor's direction. 

Domitian, however^ soon found the want of 
so experienced a commander, in the many irrup* 
tions of the barbarous nations that surrounded the 
empire. The Sarmatians in Europe^ jdined with 
those of Asia, made a formidable invasion; 
while the Dacians, under the conduct of Dece- 
balus their king, overthrew the Romans in seve- 
ral engagements. The contests now were not 
for the limits of the empire, and the banks of the 
Danube, but the provinces themseWes were in 
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danger. One tote followed aii(kfaer;"at!^ evety 
season bectoie mefhorable fi^r som^ remarkable 
overthrow. At last, however, the barbarians 
were repelled, partly by force, and partly by the 
assistance of money ; which only enabled thenf 
to make future invasionB with great adyantage. 
But though little honour was gained by the re- 
pulse of the enemy, Domitian was resolved not 
to lose the pageant of a triumph. He returned 
in great splendour to Rome ; -nand,* not contented 
with thus triumphing twice without a vidboryj 
he assumed the surname of Germanicus, for a 
conquest over a people with whom he had never 
contended. 

Ill proportion as ridicule was justly provoked 
to aim its darts against him, his pride seemed 
every day to demand greater homage. He per- 
mitted no statues to be erected to his honour, 
unless of gold and silver, and was satisfied with 
no less veneration than was paid to the -gods 
themselves, whose titles he slso assumed. His 
cruelty was not inferior to his ignorance^ he 
caused nnmbera of the most illustrious senators,' 
and others, to be put to death) upon the most 
trifling pretences. One JElius Lama was con- 
demned and executed only for jesting^ though 
there was neither novelty nor poignancy in his 
humour. Cocceanua was murdered only for 
celebrating the nativity of Otho. Pomposianus 
shared the same fate, because it was foretold by 
an astrologer that he should be emperor. Sa- 
lustius Lucullus, his lieutenant in Britain, was 
destroyed only for having given his name to a 
new sort of lances of his own invention ; and 
Junius Rusticus died for publishing a book, in 
which he coihmandtd Thrases and Priscus, two 
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tthUoao^tfs, who apposed Vespaftian's tlevaiaon 
to the pui-ple. . # * 

Such cruelties as these, which seem almost 
without a motive, desenrectty produced resist- 
ance. Lucius Antonius, govenior of Up- 
per Gennan3r9 knQwing kow much the ^z*^' 
empemrwas detested at home, resolved 
iqKia contending for the throne ; and, accor* 
duigly, assumed the ensigns of imperial dig- 
nity. As he was at the head of a formidable 
army, his success remained a long time doubt- 
ful ; but a sudden overflowing of the Rhine 
dividing his army at that jimcture, he was at« 
tacked by Normandus, the emperor's generaly 
and totally routed. Domitiain's sevprity was 
greatly increased l^ this short-lived success. In 
order to discover tlie accomplices of the adverse 
party, he invented new tortures ; sometimes cut- 
ting off the hands, at other times thrusting fire 
hito the privities of the suspected : and that he 
might still further aggravate his guilt by hjrpo- 
crisy, he never pronounced sentence without a. 
preamble full of gentleness and mercy* The 
night before he crucified the comptroller of ht» 
household, he treated him with the most flatter^ 
ing marks of friendship, and ordered him a dish 
of meat from his own table. He carried Are** 
tinus Clemens with him in his own litter the day 
he had resolved upon his death. To the senate 
and nolMlitf he was particularly hostile, fi«* 
quently threatening to extirpate them all. At 
one time he surrounded the senate-house with 
his troops, to the great constematfon of the se- 
Batorsp . At anotl^r, he apiused himself with 
their terrors in a different manner. Having in- 
vited them to a publick entertainment, he re- 
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detved them ftll very fonnaI(3r<^t the entraace of 

his palace, and conducted them into a spacious 
hall, hung round with black, and illuminated 
by a few melancholy lan^w, that diffused light 
only sufficient to show the hoirors of the place. 
All around were to be seen nothing but coffins, 
with the names of each of the senators written 
upon them, together with other objects of terror^ 
and instruments of execution. While the com- 
pany beheld all these preparations Vfith silent 
agony, several men, having their bodies blacken- 
ed, each with a dmwn sword in one hand, and a 
flaming torch in the other, entered the hsdl, and 
danced round them* Having enjoyed this scene 
fer . some time, and sufficiently sported with the 
fears and 'feelings of his guests, the doors were 
set open, and one of the servants came to inform 
t-hem, that the emperor gave all the company 
leave to withdrav\ 

: To render: these capricious cruelties oriore 
odious, lust and avarice were superadded* Fre- 
quently, after presiding at an execiitioni he 
would retire with the lewdest prostitutes. His 
extortion, the consequence of his prodigality, 
had no bounds. He seized upon the estates of 
all against whom he couki find the smallest pre- 
tence ; the most trifling acticm, or word, against 
the majesty of the prince, was sufficient to 
ruin the possessor. In particular, he exacted 
krge sums from the rich Jews,: who even thea 
began to practise the arts of money getting, for 
which they are still so remarkable*. .Against 
them, he was incited not only by avarice, but 
by jealousy. A prophecy l*^ had been, long tor- 

* This prophecy without doubt referred to the Mbssiak^ 
who was generally expected to make his appearance i 
the iieight of temporal power. 
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reiit in the east^ tliat a person from the Hoe <3i 
David 'should rule the world; to evade whichy 
this monster commanded all the Jews of the 
EiKage of Davidy to be dfltgeoUf sought out^ 
and put to death. Two Christians, grandsons of 
St* Jude, the apostle, of that line) were brought 
before him ; but findhig them< pooTy and no waf 
anU)itious of temporal power, he dismissed them, 
as objects too mean Ibr his jealousy. . Howevei:^ 
his persecution of the Christians was more seveve 
' tfaan that of any of his predecessors* By ^ jy. 
his letters and edicts they were ba^shed . 95. .\ 
in several parts of the empire, and put to : 

death with ail the tortures of ii^nioua . crudtja^ 
The predictions of the Chaldeans and aatrologecs 
alsb, concemmg his death, gaye him viotent. ap- 
prehensions, and kept him in the moat, tormon^ 
ing disquietude. His jealousies increasing .with 
a sense of his demerits, he ordered the gpslfery 
In whidi he wsdked to be set round with a pel^ 
kicid stone, which served as a mirror to refle€i(L 
thei persons of all suoh as approached hiii^froiii 
faehiiid. ' Every omen and prodigy gave lum 
frei^ anxiety ; and in proportion as he becano^ 
fearful, he became more cruel* Even Nero is 
degraded by a comparison with this wretch. 
The former exercised his cruelties without being 
a spectator : but a principal part of the Roman 
miseries during this reign, was to see and be 
«een ; to behold the stem air and fiery visage 
lof the tyrant, directing the torture, and ma- 
liciously pleased with adding poignance to every 
•got^. 

BQt« peiiod was s6on to be put to his unblush- 
ing enormities* Rome had now, by horrid ex- 
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peiiBiice) lesnied the art df ridfng liiersetf oF 
her tyrants. Among the number of those' whoo^ 
he at *oBce caressed and suspected uras hts wife 
Domitia, whom he had taken from ^lios LaaaM^ 
her former husband. This womfin^ howeven 
was become. obnoxiDus i» him^ for haYiog placed 
iier affections upon: one Paris* a plajr^a.and he 
reatdred Uxdtqwtch her* with seTeral others whona 
ht either hated orauspected* It was the lyrau'e 
asethod to pot down the names of aH such as Jie 
intended to destroy in" his tablets* which he can- 
ned about him* with greateircumspectioo* Hot- 
mitia, ibrtuoate^ happening to get a eight of 
4iem* was atnick at finding her own name, in 
the detoled catalogue. She showed die latal 
list toNoitiantts and Petronius, pnfects of Ihe 
ptwtofian bands ^ to Stej^iinus* the conq^trbttKr 
of die household ; and to Partbcstius^ thechisf 
chamheflahi. These, findh^ themselves pro^ 
aefibed* after many eohsuitattons* determined to 
^spatcfi thetyttmt* and fixed upon the eighteenth 
day ti September foi^ the eempletikm. of thd^ 
great attempt. I>ottiltian* whose death ilrai 
every day fodetoM by the aatiologers* wa8> it 
ae^tns* iii some measof^ i^prehensite of that 
•partictilair day ; and* as he had been ever timo* 
rous* M> was be noW more particularly upbn his 

Siatd. He had for some time before aecloded 
mself in the most secret recestses of his palace^ 
and at midnight was so affrighted as to leap out 
of his bed* inquiring of his attendants what hour 
of the night it was. Upon their folsely assuring 
him that it was an hour latei! than that which he 
was taught to apprehend* quite transported^ as 
if ail danger, were past, he [mpared to go to the 
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iMith. Just then) Petrooiuah his chambertain) 
cftme to infortn him that Stepbenus, the oomp» 
troUer of the household} desired to speak to him 
upon an affair of the utmost importance* The 
emperor having given orders that his attendants 
should TttiKi Stephanos entered mth his hand 
in ^ scarf) which he had worn thus for notat 
days, the better to conceal a dagger, as none 
were permitted to approach the emperor with 
arms. He began by giving information of a 
pretended conspiracy, and exhibited a paper, in 
which the particulars were specified. While 
Domitian was leading the ^contents, with an 
eager curiosity, Stephanus drew his dagger, and 
:8tmck him In the groin* The wound not being 
mortal, Domitian caught hold of the assassint 
and threw him upon the ground, calling out for 
assistance. He demanded also his sword, which 
was usually placed under his' pillow, but a boy 
who attended in the apartment, running to fetch 
it, found only the scabbard. Domitian how- 
ever, unarmed as he was, would have been an 
overmatch for Stephanus, had not his ^ ^ 
fr&edman, a gladiator, and two subal- 96. ' 
terns, rushed in, and dispatched the em- ^ ^ 
peror with seven wounds* Stephanus «^' 
Idmself was also slain on the spot by some 
officers of the guard who came to their master's 
rescue. 

Prodigies at this period were so common, and 
ignorance gave such scope to imposture, that it 
is almost imworthy of history to record them^ 
Yet the following circumstance is too curious 
to be omitted. It is related, that Apollonius 
Tyaneus, a philosoi^er, who wasiecturingina 
¥2 



d by Google 



946 ^C9tt* 

«iblickf;«rden at fephemis, at the verjr momefll 
4>amitian was alain, stopping his harangue, ex* 
daimedy ^ Coun^, StephanuS) strike the ty^ 
^ rant T* And then, after a pause-***^ Rejoice^ 
^ my friendS) the tyrsnt dies thid day :-^his day 
^ do I say ! the very moment in which I kept 
«( silent he suffered for his crimes— 4ie dies I*' 
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i%e Eeigm (^ ^/crvai Trc^anj mid 4drt9»% 

NO sooner iras th^ death of Donutian pub-> 
licly anDOtmced, that) the Senate assembled 
in an ecstacy of joy, which such a deliverance 
welt merited ; and having passed a decree that 
all his inscriptions should be erased, his name 
struck out of the registers of fame, and his fune-^ 
rati omitted, they immediately, with one voice, 
declat^ Cocceius Nerva, emperor, lest the army 
should have time or inclination to interfere in the 
election. 

Nerva Wds of an illustrious family, though 
not originally Romaic, and above sixty-five years 
<dd when he was calted to the throne. He was, 
at that time) the most remarkable man in Rome, 
for his i^rtues, moderation, and respect to the 
laws ^ and he owed his exaltatioti solely to the 
blameless conduct of hi» former lifeiiT When the 
senate went to pay him their subnussions, he 
received them with his accustomed^hufnility, 
while Arius Antonius, his most intimate friend, 
having embraced him with great familiarity, ad^ 
dressed him in- a language very different from 
that which the former emperors were accustomed 
to hettr. " I come.** Said he, ^* with others, to 
^ congratulate, not your good fortune, but that 
^ of the Roman empire. You have long escaped 
« the malice of your enemies, and the cruelty 
^ of tyrants. Now,' at the decline of life^ to^bt 
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*^ plunged into new troubles, and surrounding 
*' dangers, to be exposed, not only to the hatred 
^' of enemies, but to the dangerous requests of 
" friendship, is not a state to be wished for : 
^* your enemies will naturally envy : and your 
" friends, presuming upon your former favour, 
" if their suits be denied, will become enemies ; 
^ so that you must either injure the publick, or 
"lose their feivour." Such candid advice" wa» 
received with proper gratitude: and, indeec), no 
emperor seemed to want such advice more than 
he; as the easy indulgence of his disposition 
made him the prey of his insidbus courtiers* 

Upon coming to the throne, he solemnly swore 
that no senator of Rome should be put to death 
by his command, during his reign, from any 
cause whatever. This oath he so religiously 
observed, that when two senators had conspired 
his death, he sent for them, and carried them 
with lum to the publick theatre : there presenting: 
eadi a dagger^ he desired them to strike, as he 
was tletermined not to ward off the blow. Such 
acts of clemency appeared to the multitude as 
virtues ; but others saw them in a different light, 
and considered them as«encouragenAents to vice. 
One of the principal men in Rome was heard to 
declare, tlutt it was indeed a misfortune to live 
under a prince who considered innocence as a 
crime ; but a greater still, to live under one who 
regarded crimes as innocence. Having <Hie 
flight invited Veinto, one of Domitian's most vi- 
cious fevourkes, to supper, the conversadoii 
turned upon the vices of Catullus Mes8alinu% 
whose memory was detested for his crueldes, 
during the former reign. As each of the guests 
faefidimed him with horror} Nerva was iiidaced 
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lo iisk one MatlHeuSf wlio sat at tabfey '' What 
<^ do you think, Mauricus, would become vi 
" suQh a man now?"-«^' 1 think," repliwi Mao- 
rtcm% porting to Veinto, ^ that he would har^ 
^ teen lonted, aa some of us are, to supper*" 
. HoweTei^ just such sarcasms mig^t have becn^ 
N^ya'bore tbem with tiie utmost nood-humour^ 
as he. was ever more dearous of being loved than 
fei^Ted b|r his subjects. His liberality was so ex* 
tensive, that upon his first prombtton to the cm* 
pire, he was constrasoed to sell his gold sod sS^ 
v^ {date, with his other rich moveables. He 
rdieaaed the cities of the empire from many 
teva^idude^, which had been impoaed by hia 
peadficessors^ and restored the property of those 
irbo had uojusl^ybeeh dbpossessed* 

During his short reign he made aetenl goodi 
laws, and negulations; and in every* respect be^ 
baved hke. aii mdulgent &ther to his peo^^ 
He porsiiitted- no totaei ^ be erected to his ho^ 
nonr, and conv^fKed such, of Domitaaii's as hid 
lieim spared bf the «ena«e: ini» nioBey. He Sold 
many rich robes, and much of the si^ndld fui^ 
lAture of the pidacey and retl«oched s^eral^n- 
teasonidile ekpetises a>t court At the same tittiei^ 
lie had.so httie regard IbrfncMaey^thntwhen im 
of his subjectii found a Isrge treasure, and sub^ 
tnltted the d^posal of it to the empetof, he re* 
ceived lor answer that he might tue it : but the 
find^ still hdbnning the emperor that it was* 
fortune too large for a private- person, Neiraj 
ftdromnghis honesty, wrote him word, that then 
he might abuse it* 

Such genevottty and mildness, hbwever, did 
not escape enmity* Calpumius Crassus, with 
«ome oAers, formed a dangerous conspiracy to 
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destroy him ; but N«rva vocihl use no seveftty $ 
ke was satisfied with banishing those who were' 
culpabtey though the senate w«« for inflicting 
more rigorous punishments. But thi most dan- 
gerous insurrection against his ii^terests was' 
from the praetorian bands, wh<^ he4ded by Cbs- 
perius C^anus) insisted upon revaiging the 
late emperor's death, whose memoiy^Mras stitt 
dear to them, from his ^ frequent Mb^ralities* 
NervA, whose kindness to* good men rendered 
Inm more obnoxious . to the vicious^ did all iai 
his power to stop the progress of this insur^ 
rection ; he presented himseif to. the ^ niolaiious 
soldiers, and, opening. his bosom, deisired them' 
to strike tiiere, rather than be guiitf o£ao muol( 
injustice* The solders, hc»«ever» paid no r^ 
^urd to. his remonfltcanices, but seizing upon 
Petrooius ;ard Parthenius, slew thl^m in the mosiE 
ignominious . manner. . Hot o^nt^t with this 
outr^ige, they even oon^nelled <the. eniperorlo 
Improve of their sedition, and. to miake a. speech 
to the people, in which. he thaoked the cohorts^ 
for their fixity. , ' . r 

This hftrsh constraint upon tjbte ompeixic's J9n 
cHnfitiim% was, in t\m event, attended .with, the 
most happy efifecHiSt as idealised thel adoption^ 
Trajan to .succeed him. : Nerva; percdving that 
in. the pres^ turbulent dii^sition of the tim^^ 
he stood in need of an an^tant tQ.the empiffi^ 
}H^ho might share the £sitigues of g^aTem^A^iQ^i 
mkI contribute tp keef J:he liceqtioits . in m^ 
with a generous concern for the pubUck welA^ret 
fixed upon Ulpius Trajan, an utter stranger tq 
his family, and who was then governor in. Upper 
Germany, as bi3 colleague and successor. ,. 

The »doptiop of this admirable man proved.^ 
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fteaf ft curb to the licentiousness of the soidieiy, 
tbat they continued in perfect obedience during 
die rest of his retgn* 

1 This was the last pnblfck act of Nemu In 
about three months after he was seized with a 
ferer^ of which hecfied> aftera short reign of one 
yean ^r months, and nine days; highly es* 
•teeiiMd for his generosity- and moderation, and 
deservedly endeared to the good of every rank. 
Ifidcaed, had he posseised no other merit, his 
-adoption of such a tnan as Trajan wouki entkie 
hihi to respect* 

Titan's family was originally fi^om " 

Italy, thougli he was botn at Seville in gg; 
Spain. He very eariy accompanied his ^ ^ 
father, who was a general of the Romans, 351 ' ' 
in his expeditions along the Euphrates 
and the Rhine, andy while yet very young, ac- 
quired a considerable reputation for military 
tal^its. He inured his body to fatigue ; he 
made long marches on foot ; and laboured to 
acquire ail that skill in war which was necessary 
for a commander* When he was made general 
of the army in Lower Germany, <Mie of the 
most considerable employments in the empire, it 
caused no alteration in his manners .or way of 
living, nor did he differ from the private tribune, 
except in his superior wisdom and virtues. The 
great qualities of his mind were set off by all the 
advantages of person ; and he was now in that 
middle time of life which is happily tempered 
^ith the wanhth of youth, and the cauticm of 
age* To these enclownients were added a mo* 
desty that seemed peculiar to himself : so that 
mfinkind feund a pleasure in praising those ac- 
corapHjhmcnts of which the possessor scemect 
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no way conscious* Upon the wht)le^Tn|»]i adi^ 
^ngjuushed as the greats .and the best emptmr 
which Rome ever saw. .Others tnigiit have 
equalled him in war« aiid some might luive been 
his rival in ekm^cy and gfxidness; hut he 
aeema the only prince who qnited these talenln 
in the greatest perfectipni and who appeara 
equally to engage our admiration^ and our ret- 
gird. 

. Bong informed of the death of Nery% he 
prepared to return to Rome^ whither he was in.- 
vited by the united entreaties of the stale. Hit 
inarch was conducted wijth a disdpline.that had 
foV a long time been unkoown in the armies ef 
th^ empire- The countries thitHigh which he 
passed, were neither ravaged nor taxed, and be 
entered the city^ upt in triumph, though he had 
deserved many, but on foot, attended with thia 
civil oi]^cers of the state, and followed by hia 
%Q|dierst who marched silently forward, with 
modesty and respect. 

One of the first lectures he received, in rqi;anL 
to his cc^duct as emperor, was from Plutarcl^ 
the philosopher, who had the honour of being 
his master. '^ Since *y" observed this eminent 
writer, "your merits, and not your hnpor^^ 
^ tunitiesi have advanced you to the empire^ 
^ permit me to congratulate your virtues? and 
^my own good fortune* If your fiiture go*- 
^'vemment ^rove answerable to 3K>«r former 
^< worth, I shall be happy; but if you: become 
^ worse for power, yours will he the dangesf 
^^_ and mine the ignominy of your conduct. The 

* ThU epistle has by some been reckoned spuriooft, but a^ 
richly deserves a place in this history from its intrinsic)^ 
merit. 
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<«-WiP6«l of the i>upil will be chafged upon hii 
<* instructor,— Seneca is reproached for the enor- 
**-Tiiitie^ of Nero ; and Socrates and Qitintilian 
'* have not escaped censure for the misconduct 
** of their respective scholars. But you have 
**it in j^ur power to make me the most ho- 
*<nourcd of men, by continuing what you are. 
*<* Continue the command of your passions ; and 
** make virtue the scope of all your actions. If you 
^ follow thes^: instructions, then shall I glory in 
*< my having presumed to give them ; if you 
<^ neglect what I offer, then will this letter be 
** my testimony that you have not erred through 
*♦ the counsel and authority of Plutarch." 

The most rapid review of Trajan's actions 
would carry us- beyond our limits. Suffice it 
therefore to say, that his application to business, 
his moderation to his enemies, his modesty in 
exaltation) his liberality to the deserving, and 
his frugality in his own expenses, have all been 
the subject of panegyrick among his contempo- 
raries ; and they continue to be the admiration 
o£ posterity. 

Upon giving the prefect of the praetorian 
bands the swoi^, according to custom, he made 
use of this remarkable expression : " Take this 
^^ sword, arid use it ; — ^if I have merit, for me ; 
"'if otherwise, against me." After which, he 
added, " that he who made laws was the first 
" who was bound to preserve them.'* 

If he had any failings they were his love of. 
women, and his immoderate passion for war« 
The first war he was engaged in after hisconiing 
to the throne was with the Dacians, who, * j^ 
during the reign of Domitian, had com- 102/ 
ittitted numberless ravages upon the pn> 

BOMS. — xz. Z 
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vinces of the empire. He therefore raised a pow* 
erfiil army, and with g^at expedition marched 
into those barbarous countries, where he was vi- 
gorously o{^)05ed, for a long time, by Decebalus, 
the Dacian king. At length, however, this 
monarch, being constrained to come to a general 
battle, and no longer able to protract the lyar, 
was routed witli great slaughter; though not 
without much loss to the conqueror* The Ro- 
man soldiers, upcm this occasion, wanting linen 
to bind up their wounds, the ^nperor t<M« his 
own robe to supply them. This victory com- 
pelled the enemy to sue for peace, which they 
obtained upon very disadvantageous terms : the- 
king himself entering the Roman camp, paid 
bis homage as a vassal of Rome. 

Upon Trajan's return, after the triumphs 
and rejoicings, usual upon such occasions, 
were over, he was surprised with an account 
that the Dacians had renewed hostilities. De- 
cebalus their king, was, therefore, a second time, 
adjudged an enemy to the Roman state, and 
Trajan invaded his dominicHis witli an army 
equal to that with which he had before subdued 
him. But Decebalus, now grown more cau- 
tious by his former defeat, used every art to pro- 
tract the war. He also put various stratagems • 
in practice to distress the enemy; and, at one 
time, the emperor was in great pei-sonal danger. 
Decebalus also took LonginuS) one of the Ro-* 
man generals, prisoner, and threatened to kill 
him, in case Trajan refused to grant him terms ' 
of peace. But the emperor replied, <^ that peace 
and war had not their dependence upon tlie 
safety of one subject only :" and Longinus some 
time after fell by a voluntary deatli. The &tQ; 
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of this general seemed to gire new vigour to 
Trajan's operations. In oiider to be better en- 
abled to invade tl>e enemy's territories at plea- 
sure^ he undertook a most stupendous work, 
which was nq less than building a biidge across 
the Danube* This amazing structure conusted 
of more than twenty-two arches, a hundred and 
fifty feet high, and a hundred and seventy 
broad;- and its present ruins show modem 
architects how far they were surpassed by thft 
-ancients, both in the greatness and the boldness 
of their designs. Upon finishing this work, Tra- 
jan continued the war with great vigour, sharing 
with the meanest of his soldiers the fatigues of 
the campaign, and animating them to their duty 
by his own example. By these means, notwith- 
-standing the countiy was spacious and un« 
cultivated, and the inhabitants brave and hardy, 
'^e finally subdued the whole, and annexed 
Dacia to the Roman empire* Decebalus ^ jy^ 
made some attempts to escape, but being 105. * 
surrounded on every side, he at last slew - 
Mmself, and his head was sent immediately to 
Rome, as a trophy of success. These conquests 
seemed to advance the empire to a greater de- 
f^e of splendour and fame than it had hitherto 
acquired. Ambassadors came from the interior 
•parts of India to congratulate Trajan's success, 
and solicit his friendship. At his return to 
Home, he entered the city in triumph.; and the 
•rejoicings for his victories lasted for the space of 
^hundred and twenty days. 

Peace being now firmly established, Trajan 
turned his attention to internal aff^rs. He 
jbdomed the city with publick buildings ; he freed 
it from such men. as lived by their vices ; he en- 
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tertained persons of merit with the utmost &* 
miliarity ; while he so little feared his enemies^ 
that he could scarcely be induqed to suppose he 
had any* Being one day. told) that his fiiend 
and &vourite ^ra, was false to ^him ; TrajaiH 
to show how much he. relied upon his fidelityy 
Went, in his ordinary manner, .to sup with him»^ 
There he commuted . Sura's surgeon to he 
brought, whom he ordered . t» take . off the hair 
about his eye-brow^. He then made the barber 
dhave his beard,, and then went unconcerned into 
the bjath as usual. Th^ jjext day, when. Sura's 
accusers were renewing their obloquy, Traiaa 
informing tliem how he had spent the ;night, 
*^ If," cried he, ^^ Sura had any desigo^. againat 
"my life, he then had the fairest oi^rtunity.? 
It had been happy for thia great. prince's msi' 
2nory, if he had shown equal .clemency to all 
his subjects $ but about thie ninth year of his 
reign, he was pei^^ded to . look upon the 
Chnsti^ns with a jealous eye. The extreme 
veneration which hie. professed for the religion 
of the empire, set bim sedulously .to..oi^x)se 
every innovation, and .the prepress of Christianity 
-seemed to alarm ium<; -A. law had some time 
before been promulgated, in which ^ Hetenasi 
or societies dissenting from the established. rep 
.ligion, were declared illegal. :Under the saaq- 
tion of this law, the Christians, were persecuted 
in dll parts of the .empire. Great numbers of 
Uhem were put to death, as well by popular tu- 
mults as by edicts and judicial proceedings. In 
this persecution, St. Clemens, bishop of Rome, 
was condemned to be thrown into the sea, with 
an anchor about his neck; St. Simeon, bishop 
of Jerusalem^ at. the. age of a hundred and. 
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twentf , was scourged and cruciiied; and St. 
Ignatius, who had a particular dispute with 
Trajan, at Antioch, was condemned to be 
thrown to wild beasts, in the amphitheatre at 
Rome. However, the persecution ceased after 
aome time ; for the emperor having advice from 
Pliny, the pro-consul in Bithynia, of the inno- 
cence and simplicity of the Christians, and of 
their inoffensive and moral way of living, he 
gave orders that they should not be sought 
after ; but if any offered themselves, or refused 
<o sacrifice to the gods, that they should, ja 
cither case, suffer. 

The Armenians and Parlhians having throwB 
t>ff all submission to Rome, Trajan was con*- 
strained to turn his arms against them, and to 
head the forces in person. While thus em- 
pley^d) there was a dreadful insurrection of the 
Jews in all parts of the empire. This wretched 
people, still in&tuated, sfld ever expecting some 
signal deliverer, took the advantage of Trajan's 
absence in the East, to massacre all the Greeks 
and Romans whom they got into their power, 
urithout reluctance or mercy. This rebellion 
iirst began in Cyrene, a Roman province in 
Africa; from thence the flames extended to 
£gypt, and next to the island of Cyprus. These 
places they, in a manner, dispeopled with un- 
governable fury. Their barbarities were such^ 
that they ate the flesh of their enemies, wore 
their sldns, sawed them asunder, cast them to 
wild beasts, made them kill each other, and 
studied new torments by which to destroy thenu 
However, these horrid excesses were of no lonjgf 
•duration : the governors of the respective pro- 
wuces making head against their tumultuous 
Z2 
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luiy) soon treated them with a retaliattob of 
crucltjT, and. put them to death, not as human 
beings, but as outrageous pests to society. 
. But to return: Trajan having speedily re- 
duced Armenia to submission, he marched int<y 
the dominions of the king of Parthian Thcs^ 
entering the opulent kingdom of Mesopotamia, 
■he reduced it into the form of a Roman pra« 
vince. From thence he went s^aifist.thePar- 
thians, over whom his successes . were great 
and numerous. He conquered Syria and Chal-i 
^ p. dea ; and took the fatiious city of Ba- 
ais. bylon. There, attempting to cross the 
Euphrates, he was exposed by the enemy, 
who were resolved to stop his passage : but he 
secretly caused boats to be made upon theadJoin-> 
ing mountains ; and bringing. them 16 the waters 
side, passed his army with great expedition ; nort, 
however, W:ithout great slaughter on both sides^ 
From thence he traver^d large tracts of country^ 
which had never before been invaded by a Ro^ 
pian army ; and secimed. to take a pleasure in 
pursuing the, Mine march which Alexander the 
Great had marked oqt before -him. Having 
passed the rapid atream of the Tigris, he ad" 
vanced to the city Clesiphon, which he took» imd 
opened himself a passage into Persia ; whcr^ he 
iiaade many conquests, which, boi^ever, were ira- 
ther splMidid than useful. 

After subduing ail the country bordering on 
the Tigris, he marched southward to.the P^er- 
fiian gulf> where }ie subdued a king, who pos-* 
sessed a considerable island, m^de by, the. di-* 
vided streams of that river#. Here winter com-* 
ing OB) he was in danger of losing ^e gr^test 
papt of his; ^tuay by the iQoleiyi^icy oC: the cli^ 
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mate, ahd the intindations of the mver. He 
therefore, with indefatigable pains, fitted out a 
fleet, and sailing down the Persian gnlf, entered 
the Indian ocean, c(»iquering even to the Indies, 
pstrt of whic^ he; annes^ed to the Roman empire* 
He was prevented, however, from pursuing 
further conquests in this distant country, by the 
revok: of many of the pro^dnees be had already 
subdu<id, and by the scarcity of provisions* The 
inconveniences of increasing age, also contributed 
to damp the ardour of this enterprise, which at 
<»ne time he intended to pursue to the confines 
jDf the earth. Returning therefore along the Per-^ 
sian gulf) and sending tbe senate a particular 
iurcount of all the .nations he had conquered, 
thi6 names of which alone composed a long ca-^ 
talogue, he prepared to punish those countries 
which bad revolted from him^ He began by 
laying the famous city of Edessa, in Meso^ 
potamia, in ashes ; and, in a short space of time^ 
not only retook those places which had be- 
fore acknowledged subjection, but made himself 
master of all t^e mosit fa'tile kingdoms of Asia* 
In this traiji of successes he scarcely met with a 
impulse, except before the city of Ati^ in the 
deserts of Arabia. Wherefore, judging that 
this was a proper time for bounding his con- 
quests, he : resolved to give a master to the 
couhtries he had subdued*. .With this resolution, 
repairing to the city Ctesiphon, in Persia, with 
great cotsmony^ he crowned Parthenaspates 
king of Parthia, to the gtcat joy of all his sub- 
jects. He established another king also over 
jthe kit^dom of Albank, near the Caspian sea. 
.Then, placing governors and lieutenants in 
^her pn>viocQ8> and Itaving Adiiw. gfinend.of 



d by Google 



d6d aOttCb 

his forces in the East, he resobred to r^eturh to 
his cajHtal in a style of unparalleled magnificence* 
However, he had only reached the province of 
Cilicia, when he found himself too weak to pro- 
t;eed in his usual manner. He therefore ordered 
himself to be carried on shipboard to the city of 
Seleucia, where he died^ in the sixty-third year 
of his age, after a reign of nineteen years, six 
months and fifteen days. How highly he was 
esteemed by his subjects appears from their 
manner of blessing his successors, by wishing 
them the fortune of Augustus, and the good'^ 
ness of Trajan. His military virtues, however, 
\ipon which he chiefly valued himself, produced 
no real advantage to his country, send all his 
conquests disappeared, when the power was with- 
drawn that enforced them. 

During Trajan's last illness, his wife Plotina 
constantly attended him, and it is supposed forged 
the will by which Adrian was nominated his suc- 
cessor. Adrian was by descent a Spaniard, nephew 
to the late emperor, and married to Sabina his 
grand-niece. When Trajan was raised to the 
empire, Adrian was a tribune of the army in 
Nssia, and sent by the troops to congratulate the 
emperor on his advancement. But his brother*- 
in-law, who desired to have an opportunity of 
congratulating Trajan himself, supplied Adrian 
with a carriage that broke down on the way. 
Adrian, however, was resolved to lose no time, 
and performed the rest of the journey on fooU 
This assiduity was very pleasnngto the emperor; 
hut he disliked Adrian from several more pre- 
vailing motives. He was^expensive and involved 
in debt ; inconstant, capricious, and envious* 
These feults^ in Trajan's opinion could not be 
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^on^nsated either by Adrian's learning or his 
taleaU. His great slull in the Greek and Latin 
languages) his intimate acquaintance with the 
law» of hb countryt and the philosophy of the 
tiineS) were slight recommendations to Trajan, 
whoy. being bred himself a. soldier, desired to 
have a military man to succeed him* For this 
reason it .was that the dying emperor would by 
no means appoint a successor ; fearful, perhaps, 
of injuring hia great reputation, by adopting a 
person that was unworthy.. His death, therefore^ 
.was concealed §Qt some time by Plotina, his 
wi&,. till Adrian .had sounded the inclinations of 
the. army, and found them firm in his. interests^ 
The vforged instrument was then produced and 
pi^lidhed. as genuine^ in consequence of which 
Adrian, while • commanding at Antioch, was elect- 
ed by ^ the ordeis of the state. 

Adrian soon began to pursue a course quite op* 
posite to ithat of hb 4>redecessor, taking eveiy- 
method^of decliniag, war,. and promoting the arts 
of peace. For this reascoi be abandoned all the 
conquests .which Trajaskiiad made, judging them 
tabe rather an inconxrenience than an advantage 
lo.the empire ; and made the river Euphrates tlie 
hoondary' of the .empire, placing the legions ak>ng 
its banks, .to prevent the incursion&of the enemy<. 

Having thus settied4;he affairs. of the East, an^ 
leaving Severus goveitior of Syria, he took his 
journey by land to Rom^, sending the ashes, of 
Trajan thither by sea. Upon hia approach to^the 
city, he ^as informed that a paagniiicent triumph 
was preparing for him ; but this he modestly 
dedined, desiring that the honours might be 
paid to Trajan's memory, which they had de- 
signed for him. In consequence, of this cqro^ 
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mand) a most superb triumph was decreed^ in 
which Trajan's statue was carried as the principal 
figure in the procession) an honour never before 
conferred on the dead : and not content with thiSf 
his ashes were placed in a golden um, upcm the 
top of a column a hundred and forty feet high ; 
charged with the particulars of all his exploits in 
basso-relievo, which is still remaining* 
, It was difficult for any man to appear to advan* 
tage after Tiujan; yet Adrian was one of the 
most remarkable of the Roman emperors, for the 
variety of his endowments* . He was highly skil- 
iul in all the exercises both of body and mindi 
He composed with great beauty, both in prose 
and verse ; he pleaded at the bar, and was one 
of the best orators of his time. He was dee^ 
versed in the mathematicks, and no less skilful in 
physick. In drawing and painting, he was equal 
to the greatest masters ; an excellent musiciaiif 
and sung to admiration. Besides these qualifica* 
tions, he had an astonishing memory ; he knew 
the names of all his steers, though never so 
long absent* He could dictate to one, confer with 
another, and write himself, all at the same time. 
He was remai*kably expert in military discipline; 
strong and very skilful in arms, both on horse* 
back and foot; and frequently killed wild boars, 
and even lions, in hunting* 

His moral virtues were not inferior to his other 
accomplishments* Upon his exaltation to the 
empire, he Ibrgave an infinite number of debts 
due to the treasuiy, from individuals and pro- 
vinces ; and he gave the estates of condemned 
persons to the publick, instead of appropriating 
them to himself. His moderation and clemency 
appeared by pardoning the injuries which he had 
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fvcdiv^ when he was a private nian. One day ^ 
meeting a person who had formerly been his most 
inveterate enemy^ " My good friend," cried he, 
** you have escaped^ for I am now emperor." He 
had so great a veneration for the senate, and was 
90 careful of not introducing unworthy persons in- 
to ity that he told the captain of his guard, when 
he made him a senator, that he had no honours 
in his gift equal to what he then bestowed. To 
his fiiends he was affable, and gentle to persons* 
i)i meaner stations ; he relieved their wants, and 
visited them in sickness ; it being his constant 
maxim, that he was cm emperor dot for his own 
^;ood, but for the beneiit of mankind. 
• These virtues,* however, were contrasted by a 
strange mixture of vices, most of which arose 
' from a weakness of resolution. Thus he is repre- 
sented as proud and vain-glorious, envious and 
4etractive, hasty and revengeful. He permitted 
^e revivsd of the persecution against the Christi- 
ans, and showed many instances of an irritable 
disposition, which it was the whole study of his 
life to correct or to conceal. 

But whatever Adrian's private character might 
have been, his conduct as an emperor appears 
in many respects admirable, his publick transac* 
tions were dictated by sound policy, and the 
most disinterested wisdom. He was scarcely 
settled on the throne, when several of the north- 
em barbarians, the Alani, the Sarmatians, and 
the Dacians, began to make devastations on the 
empire. These hardy nations, by their desultoiy 
incursions, began to be tmly formidable to Rome. 
Adrian wished to have contracted the limits of 
the empire, that he might be freed from their 
attacks; but his friends dissus^inghimi he con- 



Digitized iw vjOOQ IC 



964 m<>Mt» 

tented lumself with breaking down the bridge 
over the Danube^ which his predecesscH* had 
builty sensible that the same passage which was 
open to hiniy was equally convenient to his barba- 
10U8 neighbours* ^ 

' While he was etnployed in compelling thesfe 
nations to submission, a conspiracy, concerted 
by four persons of consular dignity, was discover* 
ed against his life ; but their designs being de- 
tected, the conspirators were put to death, by or* 
derof the senate. Adrian took great pains to 
dear hin^self from the imputation of having had 
any hand in their execution ; but, in drder en- 
tirely to sui^press the murmurs of the peoj^ 
upon this head, he distributed large sums of money 
among them, and entertained them with mag- 
nificent sho^vs in the amphitheatre. 

After a short stay at Rome, which was em- 
ployed in regulating publick affairs, he prepared to 

A. D. ^^^^^ ***^ ^^ ^ ^*®^ ®^ ^® whole empire. 
121. It was one of his maxims, that an em- 
peror ought to imitate the son, which 
diffuses warmth and vigour over all parts of the 
earth. He therefore took with him a splendid 
court, and a Considerable force, and entered the 
province of Gaul, where he numbered the 
inhabitants. From Gaul he went into Germany, 
from thence to Holland, and then passed over 
into Britain. There, reforming many abuses, 
and reconciling the natives to the Romans, for 
the better security of the southern parts of the 
kingdom, he built a wall of wood and- earth, 
extending from the river Eden in Cumberland, 
to the Tyne in Northumberland, to prevent the 
incursjons of the Picts, and other bsurbarous na- 
tions to the north. From Britain, returning 



d by Google 



il)Toi»g<i Gaul) he directed his journey to SpaiU) 
where he was retelvfed with great joy, as being 
a native of that country. There, wintering in 
the city of Tarragona, he caOed a meeting of 
the deputies from all the provinces, and ordain* 
od many things fat the benefit of the nation.*-— 
From Spain, returning to Rome, he continued 
tliere for some titrie, in order to prepare for his 
journey into the East, which was hastened by a 
new invasion of the Parthians. His approach 
cofnpeHing the enemy to peace, he pursued his 
travels witiiout molestation. Arriving in Asia 
Minbr, he turned out of hi^ way to visit the 
&moos city of Athens. There making a con* 
siderable stay, he was- initiated into the Eleusiart 
mysteries, accounted the most sacred hi the Pa- 
gan mythology ; and took upon him the office 
of ftrchon or chief magistrate of the place. In 
this place also, he remitted the severity of the 
<5hristian pet^ecution, at the suggestion of Gra- 
ntanus, the pro*cons«l of Asia ; and even thought 
cif receiving Christ among the number of the 
Cods* After a winter's continuance at Athens, 
he went ovtr into Sicily ; and visited -fitna, and 
the other curiosities of the place. Returning 
fipom thence once more to Rome, after a short 
stay he prepared ships and crossed over into 
Africa. There he spent much time in regulat- 
ing abuses^ and reforming the government ; in 
deciding controversies, and erecting magnificent 
buildings. Among the rest, he oixlered Car^ 
thage to be rebuilt ; calling it, after his own 
name, Adrianople. Revisiting Ronie, where he 
stayed but a very little time, he, travelled a se- 
cond time into Greece, passed ovel* into Asia 
Minor, from thence he went into Syria, and 

ROME.— II. 2 A 
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Uien tmveiMd PatestiDe^ Arabia, and E^F^ 
wher^ he caused Pofup^y's toiob to be r«bi|Ut 
and beautjySect* He>lso gave orders for the re- 
iMiikiing oif' J^rnpale^if which was performed with 
gfieat eii^edition, b|^ the. asfdst^Mice of the Jews, 
who now began taitcmceivehopt&of being .rector* 
ed to their lo^g-lost ktogdom. B4|t these expect-^ 
atioM only served tp aggravate their calamities ; 
for being incensed at the privileges which were 
granted the pagan wors^iippers. in th^ir new 
city, they fell upon the Romans and Christians 
ttMt were dispensed throughput Judea, and wk^ 
mercifully put them all to the sword. . Tp^ Uiis 
cruel and desperate undertakings they were chi^^/ 
incited by. one Barcocahf an impostor > who de- 
clared that he himself was the star foretold by 
Balaam ; and that he was oome dawn as a light 
from heaven to ^scue them from bondage* J^4r 
rian was at Athens when this dangerous insurrec- 
tion began ; wherefore^ sending a powerful body 
of men, under the command of Julius $everiis» 
against them, this general obtained many signal 
though bloody victories, over the insuiigents i and 
in two years concluded the war, widi the destrucr- 
tion of near six hundred thousand men* The re- 
maining Jews were banished, and by a pubUck 
decree forbidden to come within view of their na< 
tive soih 

This insurrection was soon aftes followed h^ 
a dangerous irruption of the bs^rbarous nations to 
the northward of the empire ; who entering Media 
with great fury, and passing tiirough Armenia, 
carried their devastations as far. as C^^padocia. 
Adrian, prefeiTing peace upon any terms, to an 
unprofitable war, with singular impolicy, bought 
them off by large sums of money ; so Uii|t,thejr 
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retttftfed IM^ae^ly intt> their native wilds, to 
enjoy their - plundet*, tfnd- meditate fi^h' iiiva* 

-'- The iemperor liavingr now spent thirteen year* 
in travelling thmugh his dominions, and ^ jy 
ne^cnttxmg the abases of the empire?, re- 135/ 
solved, at lenj^th, k> return and ertd his ^ 
days at Rome* Nothing coold be more g^ * 
grateful to the people than his pneseot 
re«^dticm of coming to reside among thein ; they 
received him with the londest demonstrations of 
joy ; and, though he «iow began to grow old and 
Qnwieldy, he remitted not the least of his forAief 
assidoity and attention to the publick weltee* 
Mis chief amusement was in converging with' the 
most celebrated mentn^ every art and science, 
h&fa^atfy boasting that he Ishought no kind of 
kiio^4edge inconslderabte or to be neglected^ 
ekher in his private or publick capacity. This 
desire ^ knowledge was laudi^le, if kept with« 
in bounds s but he seemed- to affect universal ex- 
celience $ and en^n envied all, who aspired at an 
e^^ reputation in anf of the arts with himself 
It is sakl that he opdered Apollodorus, the ar- 
eliitect, to be piK to death of^ ic^r too freely re- 
marking upon th<b eiit>rs of some structure erects 
ed fhnn the emperor*s deHigns* Favorinus, how- 
ever, a man of great reputadon for philosophy, 
haq>penH>g one day to dispute with him upon 
some philosophical subject, had the good sense to 
acknowledge himself overcome. His friends blam- 
ed htm for thus giving up the argument, when 
he might easily have pursued it with success : 
" How," replied Favorinus, ** would you have me 
*^ contend with a man who is master of thirty le« 
<**gions^' But whatever loight have been j his 
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weaktwss in aiming at univeisiU i^petatton, he 
was in no part of his reigQ remisa in attending tiie 
duties of his exalted station* He ordered tha 
knights and senators never to appear in publiclc, 
but in the proper hatnts of their orders. He forf 
bade mastera to kill their slaves, as had been be* 
fore allowed; but ordained that they shodld be 
tried by the laws enacted against capitd offences* 
A law so justf had he done nothing nioce> deserve 
ed to have hisured his r^mtation wit^ po^terky^ 
and to have made him dear to mankind. 

In sudi causes he consumed the gretitest p<ut 
of his time ; but| at lastt findmg the duties of 
his station daily increasing, and his own sirehgth 
proportionally diminisMngy he : resolved upbii 
adopting a success(»r, whose, merits might de« 
Berve» and whose couHage securei his etaitation* 
After many dfeliberalions, he made choice of liot 
cius Commodus, whose bodily it^riatties, bdw^ 
ever, rendered him unfit for a trust of such im^ 
portance* Of this, after some time, Atiriaii 
seemed sensible, declaring, that he repented of 
having chosen so feeble a successor, and sayings 
^ that he had leaned against- a mouldering wall.'f 
However, Comftiodus soon after dying) the em<i 
peror immediately adopted .Marcus^ Antoninus^ 
afterwards surDamed the Pius; but previously 
obliged him to. adopt twio others^ namely^ Mar« 
cus Aufelius and LaiK:ius Verus, all of wh^m 
aftei^ards succeeded to. the empire. 

Wliile he was: thus careful in appointiog.a sucn 
cessoi', his bodily in^miities daily Jncreased^ 
and at length, his paift becomiing insupportabiet 
he vehemently desii^d that some of lii:^ atu^nd-^ 
ants would dispatch, him. Antcminus, however^ 
would by no means permit anyof hiadomeatick«i 
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to be gulhy of so great aii impietfy but used all 
the arts in his power to reconcile the emperor to 
sustain life> but with so little effect, that Adrian 
frequently cried out in his agonies, " How 
^ miserable a thing it is to seek death, and not 
^ to find itl" In this deplorable skuation, he re- 
solved on going to Baiae, where .the tortures oF 
his diseases Increasing, they affected his under- 
standing, so that he gave orders that several 
persons should be put to deiath y which however, 
Antoninus took care to prevent. Continuing, for 
some time, in excruciating pain, the emperor was 
at last resolved to observe no regimen, often 
saying, " that kings died merely by the multitude 
of their physicians." This conduct sci*ved to 
hasten thdt\deatb he seemed so earnestly to de- 
sire ; and it \vas probably joy upon its ^ j^ 
approach which dictated the celebrated 139. ' 
stanzas which are so well known *, in re- 
peating which he .expired, in the sixty-secoQd 
year of his age, after a prosperous reign of 
twenty-two years, during whiqh he reduced the 
Jaws of the empire into one regular code. 

• * Animufa vagiila b)andula, 
iiospes comesqae corporis; 
Qpae nunc abibis m loca ? 
Pallidula, frigida^ nudula» 
I^ec ut soles dabis .joco&. 

j^ .^: : Thus trartslated by Mr. PQp«t 

OK fleeting fipxeit, wandering. fite. 

That long has wanliM my leTider breast^ 
Wilt thou BO njore nay ^raane inspire ? 
lib more a pleasing cheerful guest ? 
•• "Whrtr^tt-,' ah ! Whirher art. thou flying, 

. . ' To what dark* vindiscover'd shdre ? t 
.. ,Thoo sccmJHidl trerabliiigvShj*eriiigY dying. 
And wit and huniour are no niore. 
2 A 2 
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CHAP. XIX. 



The Rei^na of Jntoninua Puis, Marcus ^ureliua^ 
Commodus^ and Pertinax. 

ANTONINUS, who now succeeded t6 the im- 
perial throne, was bom in the city of Ne- 
sinis in GauL His father was a nobleman of an 
ancient family, who had enjoyed the highest ho- 
nours of the state. At the time of the death of 
Adrian, he was above fifty years old, arid had 
|)assed through many of the most important of- 
fices of the state, with great integrity and ap- 
plication. His virtues in private life were only 
rendered more conspicuous by his exaltation. He 
was distinguished for justice, clemency, and mo- 
deration ; for purity of morals, and piety to the 
gods. 

In the beginning of his reign, he made it his 
, particular study, to promote only the most de- 
serving to employments; he moderated many 
imposts and. tributes, and commanded that all 
should be levied without partiality or oppression. 
His liberality. was such, that he even parted with 
all his own private fortune in relieving the dis- 
tresses of the .necessitous. Against which, when^ 
Faustina, the empress, !«eemed to renionstrate, 
he reprehended her folly, alleging, that as soon 
us he was possessed of the empire he quitted all 
private interests ; and having nothing of his own, 
all properly belonged to the publick. He seldom 
ncufred any expenses by travelling, »id avoid- 
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cd all idle j^geaatiy and oate&t^ton.. . By tiiis 
iSfuigal conduct, be was the better ei^ablfd to sup., 
press all the insurrectiQns that happened during 
his rciglii eitVier in Britain *, ifi Dacia, op in 
Germanyt Thus he was al; once reverenced and 
laved by nmnkind.; i)eittg accoujtft^ rat^r a 
patrol)) and i^ther of his subjects^ than a master 
' ahdcommandex. Ambassadors were sent tohim 
from the remotest parts, of Hyrcania, Bactria* 
^nd In4ia^ tp sblicit his alliance and friendship i 
and soi^e desiring liim to appcnnt them a kingi 
whom they seemed proud to obey. He showed 
not leas paternal care towards the oppressed > 
Christians ♦ in whose favour he. declared^ '*that 
if any 'should proceed to disturb them, mer^^ 
upon the, accQ\iqt of their rcligioji, th^t such 
should, undergo the same punishment which 
yfSiS intended against the accused." 

This clemency was attended with no less affa* 
biiity and freedom; but, M the same tinde, he 
was upon his guard, that his indulgence to bi$ 
friends should npt t^mpt them into insolence Or 
oppression, He therefore took caire th^ his 
courtiers shoujd not sell their favours, nor talt^ 
any gra,tuitjr from their suitors., 'In the ^ j^- : 
time of a great figninc in Rome, he pror 155/ 
vided for tlfp wants of the people, and j^ q 
msuntained great numbers ^ith bread and 903. . 
wine during il,s continuance. When any 
of his subj[e9ts ^attexnpted to .inflame him with, a 
pas$i6n 'frV military glory,, he would answer* 
**that he more desired tiie preservatiqn of one 
subject than Uie destruction of a ti^oussind «i€- 
mies.'' . ; 

• Me built a wall in Britaia to dt fend it from &C,ia* 
tiirsiotttoftii'barbariaiJS hithe north. 
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He was an ^t mn tflj t tcwafder of learned :tti^n% 
whom he innted from idl parts of the Worid, 
md ndsed- to vra^h' and hoooar. Among tbfe 
rest he sent for ApoHonius, the fiinidiis stofck 
philosopher, to hstfuct Ms adopted son, Marcus 
Aur^nsy iHiom he. had previously tnanied to 
lus daughten ApollcMiius being arrived at Rome^ 
^e^mpcnft'deaftned his attendance ^ but the* other 
•noga^tly answered, that it was a sc^hoiar's.dutjr 
to wait upon the master, aijd not the master's 
t^wn the scholar. To this replf , Antoninus only; * 
returned with a smile, ^ that it was surprising 
how ApoIIonius, who made - no difficulty ' of 
comihg from Greece to Rome, shoald think it 
so hani to walk from one part of Ronie to 
another;** and immediately sent Marcus Au- 
relius to him. While this exemplary prince was 
thus employed, in making mat^kind happy, in 
directing their conduct' by his own example, or 
repiwdng their follies with the keenness of re- 
hiA^e, he was seized with a violent fever at Lb- 
rium, a pleasure-house at sbnie ic^tance from 
Rome ; where, finding himself sensibly decaying, 
he ordered his ifricfnds -and principal officers to 
attend him. Intheirpi^escncehe confirmed the 
adoption of Marcus Aurelius, without onc;e'na:m. 
iHg Lucius Verus,-who' had been joined by 
Adrian with him in the succe^ion ; then, com- 
manding the golden^ statue of fCfrt^ne, Which 
was always in the chamber of thS emp^lrors, to 
be removed to that of 1 his successor, he explredj^ 
in the seventy *fifth ^eaT of ;his agief, afteT* ^pros- 
perous reign of twenty-twtS ^eartr and' Almost 
eight months, during which he had rather stirdi^d 
to defend the Roman empire than to, enlarge ju 
boundaries, to render his people, happy t)^ to, 
snake them feai^d. 



d by Google 



The IqfiA of ^ch an empeipi'^.JQaay nii« ^ i) 
tiarM^ be supposed to «xc^ UBiveeBftl j^.' 
90YTPW. iii$ adopted &on, Marcus Au« ^ ^ 
retius) pronounqed hU funeral eulogy ; taxi ^^' 
tiiough left sol^ successor to tlie throney * ' . 
admiued Lucius Venus as his associiUie aad equaL 
Thti^ ^mif> f^Hh^ first; tiiae^ taw ixsetf f0Ten»« 
ed, by tw^ flovQ?eig|is* of equal power, but of ?erj^ 
di£teiWlDieH^and'pret«n«QOS* ^Aoxdiuswastha 
9epi:o£Ali9Wus y^tis, aim ancient and ilUistm 
QUs Jkipiiyr,. i^hich claimied ite origioal from Nttt 
j^tlfu IjucIus Vierus w)as th^ son. of .ComiBaduaf 
Ifpho had been adopted by Adrian, but died* befbnB 
h^ SUQCeeded to the throve* Aurelitts waaas ro* 
omrlM^ier hr hw virtues and accompHshmeDtai 
99; j^is p^oer in the empire vas.fer his un<* 
|pi9y9m4ita pf^iona ai^d debMtchbd morals. The 
90c ifMiat^«i«mp)a^Uiie^|t»aK^t goodness and 
wisdqm ; the other^ of ign^ita^yindolenGe, and 
dis»ip«^uon* 

. Scarcely weiie the two ieinpen)ft*s settled on the 
thronei Wbf^ the einpir^ was attaokedjon . erery 
side by tb» barbwansr . The Catti invaded GeiM 
many .a«4 Rhs»(id, .payagpni^ att. with fire and 
sword I but w«re, afi^r Qo»e ^m^ .rtpeHed jbji 
Viptoiiniis. The Brltcns Ukewbe. ix^roltcd^ ^^ 
were repressed by Califumius : but the Paxtidans*; 
mder their king VologesUs, made an iimiptipn 
more drea^fol than dther o( the former ; destroy! 
IG^, the RooKsn li^ions in. Armeiii& ; itticnbcnten 
ing Syria, and driviog out the Roman .gmDsRito 
In;prder t* i»t»p the. pJPgres&of thid' baabatAus 
inrasion,! Vienis.him^lf Mt^ent iSl person^ saftet 
WQciving the mwt ^udicjious }adTicerandr'4>^g 
fumiibed with/ the ablest a^tonato by hia col« 
kngtte* i. .. - • ., .c >^:: -i • . ^ t- ■-• 
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But tliiAepi(ee«06mis^ weite ^fKi^H^sis Veinis 
n^gkctxfd everf ^dn^onidoii ;- and> liifoughtress <$f 
the urgency of his expedition, plunged hitnself 
ihlo every kind of debauchery* These excesses 
on his journey brouglH on a violent fever, which 
lui conMitotion with diffioiihy ^vercarne; but 
BOthing' could correct •' his vicious inclinations^ 
Vpm hifl efitetfiBig Antlbch, 'he rescued to. give 
an indkilgenee to *every afspetite^ without ftttend^ 
mg t»fthe ^Uigues^of war. l^tiere, in one of its 
heautifiil • subims, called Daphne, ho rioted • in' 
accesses unknown even to the vohiptuous Greeks ;r- 
kaving «tt tte^ 'i^ry of the ield to his fieutenants, 
who wen sent to repress the esemy. These^ 
towerer, fought with j^^reat ^ success : Stalkitf 
Prtscus took Artacata; Muftius pul/'V<)l6g«su^' 
to flight, took S^euda, plundered, and teftit 
Babykm and Cteslpfaon, ^onfll . d«fiioU«hed the' 
flMgnificent pahice 4i€Aht ' ldng;s-^of f^arthia. Ih 
a course of four years, during which the vrw^ 
eoiitiaued, ttie asOtfMois pebetvat^d ^f intotlie 
Favthian country, and'^tirely "subdued' iC; but* 
upon their return, their army was ^readfiUly fx)* 
duced by pestikince and fkmine^ VeKus, bomJ^ 
evieiv resolved -to^unjo^ the honaQF8<if-a^kiniphr 
so hardly eaiMd by others^ Wherefore, -having 
aHMJinted a king ovi&r the Armenians, aiMl find- 
ing the Paithians entirely subdued, he assumed 
the title of Armenicus and Parthicuft; and then 
retomed to; Rome in the greatest pomp aad 
splendour* . > ♦' . 

. Dunug the toui^ of this fong. ea^peditlon, Au«* 
v^ius was seduibusly intekit upon distributing jus- 
tice and happinew to Itis subjects bt home. He 
first applied himself to the reguiationof pubMck 
affairs; and to the correcting of such &ults as he 



d by Google 



found m t;he liiws and policy of the state. In thi» 
endeSLVourt be showed yach singular respect for 
the sena)^, that the cpn(iinonwealth seemed in a 
niaooer once i]aor& revived under Ids equitablo 
administration. ;While thus gloriously pccupiedy 
tie was daUy mortified wkh,accountj} of :the\|^^ 
i;»ities of his colleague i, bat feigning himseir^* 
norant of his excesses, he judged marriage ^o be. 
the best ntetltod of reclaiming him 'r a^d therefore 
$ent hiin his daughter Lucil^>.a woman of great 
beauty, whom y^rui^ married at Antioch. This, 
ho^eyer> was foupd ipefiectual ; Lucilla proved 
$>f a . disposition very unlike her father; and 
instead of correcting her husband's extra va>« 
gflAcesyOidy contributed to inflame them. The 
return of Verus was still more fatal to the em- 
pire ; for his. army carried back, the plague, 
^omparthiayand disseminated the infection into 
all the provinces through which it passed ; while 
this profligate wretch appeared equally insensible 
to hun^anity or shame* Indeed notiiing could 
exceed the miseral^le state of the empire at thi^ 
perio4* In the^ horrid picture was represented 
an emperor, unawed by example, or the cala- 
mities surrounding him,, giving way to unheard- 
of debaucheries ; — a raging pestilence spreading 
terror and desolation through all parts of the 
>iresteri>. world j-7-eaithquakes, famines, and in- 
undations, such as had never before happened ;— 
the products of fchie earth throughout all Italy^ 
devoured by locusts j-^-all the barbarous nations 
surrounding tiie empire— -the Germans, the Sar- 
matians, the Quadi, and Marcomanni — ^taking 
advantage of its various calamities, and making 
irruptions even into Italy ^ — -the priests exhaust- 
jng^ every expedient tliat ignorance had ever in. 
vented, toi propitiate the gods j and^ to crown the 
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whole^ these enthusiast, as if the impeildtng ca« 
lamities had not been svdBcietit, ascribed the dis« 
tresses of the state to Ae impieties of the 
Christians alone; so that a violent persecotipii 
fagged in an parts of the empire ; in wiftch Ifistin 
Maiftyr, St. Polycarp bishop of Smyttia,' .&nd^ 
an' infinite number of others, -siiffered mttrtyr^ 
«6in* 

In this scene of universal tumult, desolation^ 
and distress, there was nothing left butf the vii^* 
tues and the wisdom of one man alone to restore 
tranquilKtf , and*bring^ back happiness ta the cm* 
pire. Aureliiis began Ms endeavours by marchi 
hig against the Marcbniarmi and C^adl, takings 
Verus with him, who reluctantly left the sen* 
sua! delights of Ronie for the fetrgues of a 
tomp. They came up with the- Marcomanni 
near the city of Aquileia, and, after a ftiHous 
engagement, routed their whole army; then 
pursuing the fugitives ac^s the Alps, overcame 
them in several contests, and at last, entirely 
defeating them, retumed into Italy ^without any 
A. D. conniderable loss. As the winter was 

iVl. ^2ir advanced, Verus was determined updn 
going from Aquileia to Rome: in this 
journey he was seized with an apoplexy which 
put an end to his fife, at the age of thirty nine 
years, having reigned nine in conjunction with 
Aurelius. 

Aurelius, who had hitherto felt the fatigues of 
governing not only an empire, but of control- 
ling his unworthy colleague, being now left to 
himself, began to act with greater diligence and 
success than ever; His "first care was to many 
his daughter Lucilla to Claudius Pompeianus, a 
man of moderate fortune atid humble station, 
but eminent for his bonestyj courage^ iand wisdom. 
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Hfl^lkii^toft fto9i& torOnish the war against Huf 
Muicomannly Who joimng with the Quadi, the 
Sarm^tnaft, the Vandals, and i>ther barbarous' 
nationB, teiiewed hodtlKdes with iinosual rage and 
derasfation. The3r *had some time before attack- 
ed Viodexy praefeot of the praetorian banda, and 
in a general .battle near the Danube, destroyed 
no less tium twenty thousand of his men. They 
esmn punsedthe Romans as fiir as Aquileia, and 
unMild ham takiba the city, had not the emperor 
led liiMKMps in person to oppose them* Aurelius 
haTmg/nepultM 4^6 enemy* continued liis en- 
deavours ^to prevent them from making future' 
huocals. He spent in this laborious undertaking 
no less than five years, supporting the most dread- 
f^ &tig^s^ and supplying, by the excess of his 
coarage^ the defects of a delicate constitution. 
The stoick philosophy in which he was imbued^ 
had taught hitn a stmpliotty of living, and a 
Q^atempt of dangefi, which served as an example 
to* the whole army. At length Aurelius so 
weaned xmt the ^^emy widi repeated attadks, 
that he constraitied them to accept of such terms 
of peace a(» he thought fit to propose, and thus 
returned in triumph to Home* 

This business being settled, he resumed his 
usual endeavours to benefit mankind by a ft^rthe^ 
r«€i^rmation of the internal policy of the sute« 
Re ordered that no inquiry should be made afhep 
tite Ibrmne of deceased persons who had been 
d^id five years. He moderated the publick ex« 
p^nses, and lessened the number of sh6m and 
sports which were exhibited on the amphitheatre; 
He particularly took the poor under his pro- 
t0ietion» aad'foundsuchpleasure in relieving their 
wants, that he considered his ability to supply 

aoME. — II. 2 B 
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Uie dictates of his compastioo^ 4a ^oaeof the 
gftatest happinesses of his life. He laboured m^ 
cessantlf to restrain the luxuries 'of . the great) 
prohibiting the use of thariots aiHl Utters to per-* 
SODS of inferior statioD) atid leodeavouring. hf «1I. 
means to correct the leirdness and disordim of 
women. 

But his laudable endeavonrs were soon inter* 
Tupted by a renevral of the former, wars* The 
barbarians no socmer perceived, hisiarmy withr 
drawn) U>an they took up arms once miace,- and 
renewed their ravages with greater. &ry than 
before* They had now drawn over to th«ir side 
all the nations from Illyricum) to the furtlieat 
parts of Gaul. Aurelius, Hierefore, again saw 
himself surrounded with difficulties; his armf 
had before been wasted by the plague, and fee* 
quent engagements, and his treasures entirely 
exhausted* In order to remedy these incon- 
veniences, he increased bis foirces by enli^ing 
slaves, gladiators, and the banditti of JOahnatia* . 

To raise nK>ney> he sold all tlie moveaUes. be- 
longing to the empire, and all the rich liHtlituce 
which had been deposited in the oabineta of 
Adrian. This sale, which continued for two 
mcttiths, produced so considerable a aum, as to 
defray all the expenses of the war* His next 
effort was to march forward, and icross the-iDa- 
nube by a bridge of boats* .He then attacked 
the enemy, gained several advantages, burnt 
their houses and magazines of. com, and re-* 
ceived the submisdons of such as had incon- 
aideralely joined in the invasba* The detail of 
his catnpaigns is little interesUng, bat one battle 
deserves to be • particularised. It was -begun by 
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theeiMny's iflingers across a river, which ^ j^; 
^daced -the Romalis to ford its and make 175. 
a great slaughter t>f those who attempted ^ ^ 
ttTdtf end its banks on the opposite side* 923,' 
The ef^my ilndcipating a pursuit, re- 
medy having 'previously left some bodies of ar- 
ehel!^, covered by a squadron of horse, to skir- 
ittish with the Romans, as if they designed to 
«top their progress. The Romans, with incon>^ 
tiderate valour, attacking this forlorn hope, pur* 
Mied them among a chain of barren mountains ; 
irfeere they found themselves unexpectedly block- 
^ dfl OA every side* However, they continued 
ig^h^ng, notwithstanding the disadvantage of the 
place ;_biit the enemy prudently declined en-' 
Ijiagiiig^, not willing to leave Uiat victory to 
^haiicey which they expected from delay. At 
]i^:igth9 the excessive heat of the enclosed situation,- 
long-ccsitinued fadgue, and a ^lent thirst, tb«' 
tally diifeeartiened the Roman legions : they, 
oeuld neither fight nor retreat. In this deplor^^- 
lAle eiqgfence, while sorrow and despair were 
tiieir on^ companions, Aureltus ran through 
llieir rsnks, and in vain endeavoured to rekindle 
th«r hopes uid their courage. Nothing was* 
heard bat groans and lamentations ; nothing seen' 
hut marks of t^it>r* and desolation. At this 
dtieai^il junctlire, and just as the barbarians 
w^«€ i^eady tx^^ ffidl upon them, we are assured, by 
alnnie'' wntetis, that the solemn prayers of a 
christian' legion then serving among them, pto^ 
diiced «^h a fat}\of rain^ as instantly refreshed 
tbe feinting army. The same clouds also which' 
brought the Romans such seasonable relief, at 
the same time discharged such a terrible* storm of- 
hail, act:ompauied with thuoder, against the ene^ 
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my J as astonished and coafoimded tlum,} ati4 
made them an easy prey to the renovafed coup 
rage of the legions of Aurelius* 

Such are the circu^nst^ces of an ei^gagementt 
acknowledged by pa^^an, as well as christian 
writers> only with this difference^ that th^ latt^ 
ascribe the victory to their own^ the forimer (o 
the prayers of their emperor* Au\^Uv|Sy how-' 
^ver, seemed so sensible of miraculous 8|ss|s^g^ 
that he immediately rela:^ed the pei:seci||ioiis 
against the Christians, and wrote to th^..sei)a(^.||i 
j^vour of their religion* After, ^afiy viol^l 
«^iUct% the Jbarbarians sent, to sue fy^.J^f^t^ 
ami obtained conditions more or l^s ^e,verjb| t^ 
the emperor /bund them more or less disposfid to 
i^olti But virhiie Aiii^ius wa^ epga^d: i% 
making final artangements' in /this qj^after* ti 
fresh r^llion cay ed. him to the def^np? of bis 
4o|njnions ^.ho0^,. .^,,i. . . 

Avidivs Cassius Wfis.one of th^.empeili^r's m^osl 
fimuriteigeneralsi wd . h^, ^eQ ohi^yt^nistru^ 
xnej^ljn obtainipg tlie Kon^ajoi. ^p^^f^sesi^ l^ari* 
tj^a* I^is principal merjt se^pied.^ofij^l^ist iti 
hi?,^storii|g the old discipiix^ ^ ii\^|^ti^dii^ 
^ violent regard for the /Qommc^Wie^th in its. an-^ 
cient form* But in facl, all^^Jt^is ^^e^qaing.r^gasd 
4»r frtf^onih was only tQ ^i^^^poi^liie l^K^ies 
9f his .cquntry for his ,f^]^n. j^ggi^^indi^m^lit* 
^^l>erefoi^» Qndkjg the /ef^^tf^mrmy , Willii^ t» 
support his pretensions^, he procl^meA liinaself 
emperor in. Syria* On^ of bis chief artifices to 
procure popularity w^s, his giring put that^he 
^f»a descended from the faf^0u8.Cassii|s, who hnd 
conspired against Caesar; aodi like.hiin» he.pi«- 
t^ded) th>u his aims \rere. i^ tb§ re<fesjtabHsh- 
.meo^ q{. the commonwe^lthiof :Blmf# . He fdbo: 



d by Google 



«a^8ed It to be ramoured that Atirdllni was diMi 
to whose memory he affected to show the greater 
re&pect. By such |yreteiices, he jmuled a larg^ 
tody of men under his command/and, hi a short 
time, • brought all the cocmtries finom Syria to 
Mount Taurus under his subjection* These pros* 
^rodrs begitmlngsserved to increase theemperor's 
actitityy but not his apprehensions* Hg prepared 
to qjpose him without any maiics of uneasiness 
ibr the ev^it ; telling his soldiers, ^ that he would 
freely yield his empire to Avidius, if it should 
'foe jndged conducive to the publick good ; for, as 
to his own part, the only finiits he had fit>m ex 
dtltftlioii, were incessant labour and fiitigue." ^ I 
'^ am ready," cried he, ^ to meet Avidius before 
'*< the senate, and before you ; and to yield him 
'^ the empire without the effusion of blood, or 
-^ striking a blow, if it shall be thought for the 
^ publick good* But Avidius will ne¥«* submit to 
^ such a tribunal^ he who has been Pithless to 
^ his benefoctor, can never rely upon any man's 
*^ profossions* He wiU not even, in case of being 
^ worsted, rely upon me* And yet, my fellow- 
^ soldiers, my mily fear is— <and 1 speak it with 
*^ the greatest sincerity—lest he should put an 
^ end to his own life ; or lest some, thinking to 
*^ do me a ^sarvice, should hasten his death. The 
^ greatest 1h^ that I have, is to prove, that I 
^ can pardon the most outrageous offences ; to 
•^toake iiim my friend, in spite of his rduc- 
>< tance ; and to show the world, that even civil 
^ wars may have a happy issue*" 

In the mean time, Avidius strained every 
«ierve to lure partisans, and in particular he en- 
deavoured to win over the Greeks ; but the love 
ighkh 4dl lintokuid bore the good emperor, £ru»- 
3B3 
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Ibis moment the ti4e of ,hi» fottune -veesft^d ^ 
turn. . Hia ottcers «od soldiers so^n hiegaii tp r^* 
l^utl him with coo^miit ; and st lnqib^lew him^ 
in Less than four months ^tisr their revott* ( His 
head was.brought t^ the ei9fiero]> wh^/^ecetYM 
it with reffrttf and ordered it m honi^urtible m^ 
terment. The rest of the conspirators were Irisatr 
«d with great lenity : some few weH banished, 
blit recafled soon alter* Tins deiifiencx was ad^- 
imred by somei and condemned by others.) but 
the :einp^ror little regained the mtinntirs or the 
appfauae >of the nnthinking inultitude* . W!he& 
iome took the liberty of bla&Mng his condnx^t, 
telling him, that Avidius. woiM not haTQ been 
so generous hstd heheen conquejror ; the emperor 
made this sublime reply, <^ I never, served the 
^ gods so ill^of reigned so in*eguiarly, as to fear 
^ Avidins could ever be conqueror." 
>. Though Aviclitts was no !tnere) yet AureliuS 
99as anxious to bring tiiose who had been misled 
by his example, to a proper sense of their dqty. 
He therefore tpdk a journey into the £iSst, where 
«n all places, he at once charmed them with his 
afTaHlit^, raised their admiration by his cle- 
flUency, instructed them by preeept,. and im- 
proved them by example. In this journey^ the 
jbitiptiess Fansdna was unexpectedly seizedwith 
a vicdeixt distemper, tufid died; She was a woman, 
whbse wanton life gave gr^t scandal to the jdig- 
nity of her Station} however, her passive huk- 
band either could not, or at least affected not 
to Bee her enormities, but willii^ly admitted the 
iil%de^rved honours, wMch^ the senaite in^r- 
tunately decreed to her memory. r 

Ih hiA way ta Rome? he vishsd Uktfaeh% irhere 
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)]<5 coti&tred maay. faoiiottn on' the hdisbitanti, 
ADd est^i^ied professors in all the science^ 
with muxtt&cent salaries. fbr the et3K:6urfigemeBt 
of learning. Upon his landing in Italy^ he 
quitted ^ soldier's faaliit^ as also did his army ; 
and made his enlry into Rome in the gown which 
was usually wont in peate. As he had been ab^ 
sent almbst eight years, he distr^nited to each 
cithcen eight pieces df gold, and remitted all the 
ddjts due to the treasury ibr sixty years pa^; 
At the same time he nominated his son Common 
dus to succeed him in. the empire, and made hini 
a partner in his ttiuinphal entry, ifle then re^ 
tired for some time to a countiy seat, where, by 
the smdy 'of . philosophy, he delighted his mind, 
aiid regulated his conduct ; he usually called it 
his mother, in opposition to the court, which he 
considered as his step-mother. He also was fre^ 
q^ntiy heard to say, '♦that the pec^le were 
happy whose philosophers were kings, or whose 
kings were philosophers*." In fact, Aurejtus 
Vftti one. of the most considerable men of his 
timfe, arid his nierits as a Wtitcr, of which there 
are proofs e^itant, would have insured him im* 
ftlOTtaUty. Fut philosophy was not with hini 
lafverespeoulntidn ; hid tranquillity Was such, that 
he was hfevfer observed to feel any emotion, nor 
to change Countenance, either in joy or in sori 
row* His chief masters were ApoHonius of 
Chakis, and Sextus Cberonertsid, grandfion to th^ 
famous Plutarch: ihede shared his bounty^ $« 
Sd all the learned men of his'reign. He had, 
indeed, jeamed the art of so blending tit>e^ltty 
with the most frugal economy, that he seemed m^ 

:* Ti^is aenrimtiy cpmaiiv 9oiepoifit.thKa(tnitb« . * 
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ther tlie equitable guardian of another's weaHdii 
than the possessor of his own ; and gave with 
such a good grace that his manner enhanced his 
gifts. 

HaTing once more restored prosperity to his 
subjects, and peace to mankindy he expected in 
the decline of life to rest from fiiture toils ; but 
it was his fortune to be ever emplo^red. News 
was soon brought him, that the Scythians^ and 
other barbarous nations of the North, were again 
in arms, and invading, the empire with furious 
impetuosity. He therefore once more resolved 
to expose his aged person in the defence of his 
country, and made speedy prepamtions to op- 
pose the barbarians. He requested the senate^ 
for the first time, tp advance ^money out of the 
publick treasuiy ; and though it was in his power 
to take what sums he thought proper without 
their consent, yet he would not violate an i^ 
parent right. The people^ whose love to the 
emperor daily increased, finding him resolved to 
expose himself in a dangerous War, assembled 
themselves, before his palace, beseeching him 
not to depart, till he had given them instructions 
for their future conduct ; so that if the gods 
should take him to themselves, .they might, 1^ 
his assistance, continue in the same paths of vir> 
tue, into which he had led them by his example. 
This . was a request which Aurelius w&s highly 
pleased in obeying ; he spient three whole days in 
giving them short maxims, by which they might 
regulate tb^ir lives; and, having finished his 
lecturesi departed upon his expedition, amidst 
the. prayers and l^imentations of all his subjects. 

In the pi'ogress of his campaigns he fought 
several, battles^; 9pd^ gentfraUy {trevAiled by lus 
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pimdeQci^} 9fW9^> 9i»d ejULmp^* He built manf - 
fb«*tS). 9ind ap di9ppsed hi^ garrisons^ as to keep 
aii his barbarpus .net^bour^ in awe ; bu.t in the 
third year of the v\r^r, be was seized yith Uie 
pj^g^. fl^ yiieniviur Nothing, .hpwevei:^; P^l^ 
ak«t^; U^ cloMre of bpin^ beneficial to maokind f 
for. thojighv his submission to the. wSI of Pro^ 
vWen<^ :i»ade l>im n^eet the approaqh^s of deall) 
Wth . IMiqtiillHyy . hid fearo for; the..yo^th s^d un« 
p^noising disposition Qi[.Commo^li> h>s soq anil 
Quecessor, seemed . t^ik^ye, him^greal: u^^inei^ 
a«* a|;grava,tedth« Jiangs tfcji^sol^tibiv. S^9^. 
gling with thia ApprehensiQIb :4Pd fluctu%tya^ be^ 
t«rteetivh«pe iHftd. fca& headtoW^^^ f^ionds 
aud the ; principal, . . officers that; were . gs^ilaerd 
iscKindjUsib^ r;teUin^ jttalQ«. ^^cth^t ^ hi^ ff^ waft 
going' to ioae. :a &then be hooped ^ w<|iild £;»} 
saany&th^ in .tbtoi; .tbat ^^y.rwpuldo^i^f:! 
Ibiii youtbft. ilodt giiire bkn ^oper».iQstm.Qtioo& fof 
Ihe .puUids. he9e$<; as well, as bi» onpTQ^" ;" Make 
^^..ImB TAotxi pa«fe«aai^yb8i&n^iWftj;',.qQntin4?4 the 
dying: ^ji^roiv..^* thikt n<lt. all; .the ricfees ajftd 
*^ bciiiolics oC.tius wbdd^ are .sufiWi^ept to satisfy: 
« the cbixaigr, jindtf mbitittft of . a tyi^ant ; nor ^r«i 
*i..thasti>»iigt»tg«*rd«iimd ftr^ies .iJbJe.tad^nd 
<^ him from the just reward of hi^ crimes. ,All9pr^ 
^f l^ni) ttek-^ruel princes i^^v^^i* enjoy ^a longapd 
*<. peaocfi^ xeigA ; and. that dll ; the. re^ del^hts 
'^.ofpowel^ ace^jtesbrViad ©flly tei.thp^ whose 
<< dememiy/aiid mildnefifs hav^ gained them uie 
^^, beairts oflhe {k^opte. .It.n»i^t be yoUns to ih- 
<^ form hita^. thiii obedience by eonstraint> Isi 
** neTer sincere ; and that he who would expect 
<^ fidelity ainong mankiiid^ must gain it from 
<V their, affections), not their, fears* . ikj belbr^ 
^t him «ihe difficulty, and yet the. neo^asityr o£ 
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^ setting lx>tDids to Ids pa^iGiAiy'tt^tlM^l^ al^iioii^ 
•* set to his power. These are the trofths to* 
^ whfch he ought everto fittend: by steadily in-' 
*» eulcaftkig thesfe, "ydii will have the satisfaoticm' 
^ of formitig a good prince, and the pteiBLSitt^ o€ 
^ paying my memory the noblest ofiUl 8m*^4c«d9 
** since y<iu will thtis render it - immoital.^ As 
^e was speaking these last woi^s, his voice fauK 
tered, and he died the day foUowing, in thefifty- 
iiliith year of his age, having reigned nineteen 
yf^krs and some days ; a period much too 8ho«t 
for the ha<piHness of his people^ hut sufficient}/' 
long to establish' M6 oirn repcttaij^* - 
' It seems as If the glory said ptxMtperity of Uie^ 
Roman empire died wi^ AureliUs*; From thence-^ 
fo'wasd we are to' behold "A traia «f empei^ow 
either villous ot tfi^^^nti we «re/tobehobl an 
Empire grbWn toe ^&h[ t^^Rg by iu owi¥ 
Weight, surrounded by bar&aroiis and sdccessful 
enemies wkhodt^ ^and- torn by ambitious and' 
ontel &ctiottS'withln ; tite':pniiciple« of the timer 
wholly corrupted;- philOtophy atteKYpdngto re* 
galkter the minds ^ tnen ' witfioat the «id of re- 
ligion;^ and th^ wamftch of patftiotiBni) as well' 
lis the (khie of gdmus, gvadualiy verging to ex* 
thi^tion* * 

A. D. ' C^J^niodus mounted; the thrba^ with a' 
' ISI. P&rti^^ gain^by his;^her% luents.' 
' But thongh he ^owed the'>em|iiR^ to the' 

Q^ ' adoption (^ AiireHus^ > many i weve^ of dpi-' 
' - ' nioh) thati^ was the< spiijkioiis issue of a 
gladiator ; \\\^ o\$rn x^fndiirt afterwards, and the 
wanton character of his mothev Faustina, havings 
pertiaps, given rise to the report He was now 
about nineteen years of age ; his person was comely 
aiid«i)»bU9t : he was expert in all man]y exerdaes ; 
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ttidilirew' the javSm atid'slidt^foom die bowi.with 
BQch. wdmderful addrtsSv and ^ectsinty of ahn, as 
sdmflBteKoeedB ore&biiky^: 
• . /Hs^^ bad.it.bettti^ both for :hin^lf and man* 
kind^>bEul hexiiktvated th^ mental exercises with 
a»..miioh. attention, ta ithose of the bodf.. /His 
srh^;neign^ howevw^ is.but a tissue of. vwAoa*' 
nesft and ia^y cruelty, and injxiBtice) rapacity and 
£6rruptiGn* i , . j. . , . t . . 

r . Thttighhe bchimd weU>for a short time afteh* 
jbis laccession, tb^ levity of histemper> and the 
Gormpt example of ;his &Twirite eompanionsy sooa 
led him to the basest and meanest pursuits. He 
airentwidi his associates to tayems and brothels; 
spent the day in feasdng,.and the night in the 
•aidst ahios&iiiable debaucheries. He even com* 
Sfdtted incest with hts own sisters* He sonie- 
tisaes.went about the. markets, in a frcdick^ with 
aroaU wares as. a petty chapman ; sometimes he 
Imitated a horse-courser, wad at other times drove 
his own chariot in the habit of a slave. 
• . The principal objects of his fevour were also 
4he companions of his pleasures or the ministen 
4i£> his cruelty. He took little care, of the gSK 
«Temmentf committing all the conduct of it to 
one Perennius, a person chiefly remarkable §oir 
liis; avarice and cruelty. In consequence of the 
enormities of this minister, a conspiracy was 
Ibrmed agaanst Commodus in the bieginning of 
his r^gn, in. which his sister Lucilla, with her 
husband Pompeianus, were principally concern* 
ed. The person employed to kill the emperor 
was one Quimianus, who coming up to hiln in- a 
dflomtless manner, and holding up his dagge^, 
cried out, '^ The senate sends thee this." But 
this unguarded manner of proceeding frustrated 
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his aim i ftr oiie^of tfae' pmi6»mfikkntiy: •ati^ng^ 
lusamiy. pieventedthe.fa^ bhmi aad rhe aooa 
after made a discoverjr of aUhis accompitoeft. 
LjaaUsh PonofKidntui, aod Q^kituaiuKy w^ct exe« 
cuted;. many-Otfacc fwi-acaiSyrWhoUy' iBao<:eii^ 
Ahared^he bame fiite;. la tkisiinaiiaer PemnniMi 
praoeededy 8aci£idng^i)Uimbera of th« acnato^ am 
|ttete»de4conspitafepis, butm oealUy md&avknr 
of monopoUztng their estates and foitaiiie% -Jkt 
kst, fa«ving groim ektiieiiieiy.Hch^ h^ begaa to 
think of guQing this ^empire fer hiinself^aod made 
«>me projgress.m the attempt ; but his.des^^. be* 
eotning^ apparentyComaiodus. aeemcd to awsLken 
from his lethang^^ and ordered both him and his 
aons to iihmecliate' execution*' : i :■ 

TwocoBspii'aciesy thus discovened and pmush-- 
ed) only served to render, the empeitH*. more xiruei 
and suspicious ; and these cruelties begot new 
levohs. One Matumus^ at the head of a nu*- 
merous banditti, wasted Spain and Gaul,, and 
resolved to : attempt the empire itself. In<order 
to effect this, he ordered some oihis soldiers to 
nax with the emperor's guards, aiid then as- 
sassinate him ; hut his own party, in hopes of ad^ 
vants^, betrayed their employer, and he was 
executed, with many others, soon- after* It was 
about this time also, that Oleander, the.emperor-s 
chief favourite, fell a sacrifice to the kidignadoa 
of the populace, &r his haughty camdge to- 
wards them. Anoth^ favourite, and soon a£ter 
a third, were put to death by iibe e|nperor*s com- 
mand-' To^ these succeeded the mprder of his. 
wife Crispina, and his father's cou^-germaa 
Faustina, and numberless others, whose virtues, 
or fortunes, rendered them obnosdous to his ca- 
pricious cruelty. !( any person desired to beie- 
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venged cm an enemy, by bargaining with Com- 
modtts for a sum of moneys he was permitted to 
destroy him in such manner as he thought pro^ 
pen He commanded a person to be cast to the 
wild beasts, for reading the life of Caligula in 
Suetonius : he ordered another to be thrown into 
a burning furnace, for accidentally over-heating 
his bath. He would sometimes, in a frolick, cut 
off men^s noses, under a pretence of shaving 
their beards ; yet he was himself so jealous of all 
maukind, that he was obliged to be his own 
barber. 

In- the midst of these cruelties his vanity never 
forsook him. Instead of being content with 
numberless titles, which his flattenng senate 
Were daily offering, he assumed such as were 
most agreeable to himself. He, at one time, 
commanded himself to be styled Hercules, the 
son of Jupiter ; and, the better to imitate that 
hero, he carried a club and dressed himself in a 
lion's skin* But to amuse the imagination as far 
as possible, and that he might appear to destroy 
giants and monsters, as the former had done, he 
dressed up several poor men and cripples, who 
were found begging in the streets, like monsters, 
giving them sponges to throw at him instead of 
stones, till falling furiously among them with 
the club, he destroyed them all. When tired of 
the Herculean habit, he assumed that of an 
Amazon ; and at last, became so abandoned as 
to forsake his palace and live in a fencing school. 

Duiing these irregularities and excesses, which 
it is astonishing mankind could be so pusilla* 
nimous as to endure, the barbarians on the fron- 
tiers of tlie empire were daily gaining ground : 
and though his lieutenants were successful against 
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tlie BritDiu, the Moors, the Dacians, the Get* 
aoansy and Pantionians, yet the emjure was dadlf 
declining^9 since their numbers seemed to in- 
crease by defeat, so that neither treatiea could 
bind, nor victories repel them. In the meantime^ 
the emperor's actifms were become so odious to 
all mankind, and so contemptible to the citizens 
of Rome, that his death was ardently -desired. 
At lengdi, resolving to fence naked before the 
people, as a common gladiator, Lsctius his ge- 
neral, Electus his chambedainy and Marcia a 
concubine, of whom he always appeared excess 
uvely fond, remonstrated with him on the inde- 
cency of such behaviour. Their advice^ how- 
ever, was attended with no other effect, than that 
of incensing him against them, and inciting him 
to thehr destruction. It was his method, like 
that of Domitian, to set down the names of all 
such as he^ intended to put to death in a roll, 
which he carefully kept by him. However, hap- 
pening to lay the roll on his bed, while he was 
bathing in anotlier room, it was taken up by a 
little boy, whom he passionately loved. The 
child, after {^ying with it for some time, brought 
it to Marcia, who was instantly alarmed at the 
contents. She immediately discovered her ter- 
rors to Laetius and Electus, who perceiving their 
dangerous situation, instantly determined on the 
tyrant's 4eath. After Some - deliberation, it was 
agp^eed upon to dispatch him by poison. In con* 
sequ^ce of this, a draught was administered te 
him by the hands of Marcia, which beginning to 
operate, threw him into a heavy slumber. In 
order to conceal the fact, she immediately caused 
the company to retire, under pretence of allow- 
ing him rest ; but finding him awake soon after. 
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and taken with a violent vomiting, she hastily iw- 
troduced a young man, named Narcitoua, who 
appeared in the roll of proscription. This per"- 
son, in order to save himself, boldly assisted 
Marcia in strangling the emperor, who died ill 
the thirty-first year of his age, after an impious 
reign of more than twelve years* ' 

The assassination of Commodus was con- a. D/ 
ducted with such secrecy and expedition, 192/ 
that few were, at that time, acquainted u. qJ 
with the real circumstances of his death. 940. 
His body was wi*apped up as a bale of ' 

useless furniture, and Carried throu^ the guards^ 
most of whom were either drunk or asleep. * 

Previously to the blow which was to deliver th6 
world from such a wretdh, the conspirators had 
fixed upon a successw. This was Helvius Per- 
tinax, whose virtues and courage rendered him 
vfrorthy of the most exalted station, and who had 
passed through many changes of fortune. H^ 
was originally the son of an enfranchised slave*, 
(called -filius, who only gave hiiii so much learns 
fng as would qualify him for keeping a little 
shop in ^the city* He then became a school- 
master; afterwards studied the law; and then 
became a soldier: in which last* station- his be^ 
haviour was such, as to raise him to the post of 
captain of a cohort against the Parthians. Bein^ 
thus introduced to arms, he went through the- 
usiict! gradations of military preferment in Brt- 
tain and Mxsia, until he became the commanded 
of a legion imdcr Aurelhis. In this station he 
«o signalized himself against the barbarians, that 
he was made consul, and successively governor 
of Dxcia, Syria, and Asia Minor. In the reign 
of Commodus he was banished, but soon after 
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recalled^ and sent into Britain to reform the 
•abuses of the aimy* In this 'employment his 
usual good fortune attended him; and from 
thence he was removed into Africa^ on the same 
business* Leaving Africa, and fatigued with an 
active life, he betook himself to retirement : but 
Commodus, willing to keep him near Rome, 
made lum prsfect of the city ; which employ- 
ment he filled, when the conspirators determined 
to invest him with the purple. 

.Having been advanced by Commodus, he had 
only the greater reason to be afraid of falling as 
an object of his suspicions ; when, therefore, the 
conspirators repaired to his house by night, hp 
considered their arrival as a command from the 
emperor fqr his death ; and was not a little sur« 
prised on being undeceived. 

Pertinax having accepted the offer which . was 
made him, was carried to the camp, and proclaim- 
ed eniperor, and soon after the citizens and senate 
consented ; their joy at the election of their new 
jsovereign being scarcely equal to that for the 
death of the tyrant, whom they pronounced a 
.parricide, an enemy to the gods, his country, 
and all mankind ; and commanded that his corpse 
should rot upon a dunghill. 

When Pertinax began his reign, he was in the 
sixty-eighth year of his age ; i)ut, short as it was, 
jail its principal passages were full of honour. 
He punished those who had served to corrupt 
the late emperor, and disposed of his ill-got 
possessions to publick uses. He attempted to re- 
strain the licentiousness of the praetorian bands, 
^ and put a stop to the injuries and insolences they 
committed against the people. He sold most of 
the buffoons and jesters of Commodus as slaves* 
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He continually frequented the senate, and nerer 
refused an audience even to the meanest of the 
people. His success in foreign affairs was equal 
to his internal policy* When the barbarous na» 
tions abroad had certain intelligence that he wa* 
emperor, they immediately laid down theih arms^ 
^well knowing the opposition they were td expect 
from so experienced a commander* His great 
«rror was avarice, ^ich, in some measure, served 
to hasten his ruin* 

The praetorian soldiers, whose manners he had 
attempted to reform, having been long corrupted 
by the indulgence and profosion of their former 
monarch, began to hate him, for the parsimony 
and discipline he had introduced among thenu 
They therefore resolved to dethrone him ; and 
£>r that purpose, declared Matemus, an ancient 
senator, emperor, and endeavoured to carry him 
to the camp to proclaim him* Matemus, how- 
ever, was too just to the merits of Pertinax, Tuid 
too faithful a subject, to concur in their seditious^ 
designs ; wherefore escaping out of their hands^ 
he fled first to the emperor, and then out of the 
city. They then nominated one Falco, another 
^senator, whom the senate would "have ordered 
for execution, had not Pertinax interposed, who 
declared, " that, during his reign, no senator 
:8hould suffer death." 

The prsctorian soldiers having now gone too 
far to recede, resolved unanimously to seize openly 
and boldly upon the emperor and empire at once. 
They accordingly, in a. tumultuous manner, 
inarched through the streets of Rome, and enter- 
ed the p^ace without opposition* Such was the 
terror of their approach, that the greatest part 
<)f the emperor's attendants forsook him ; whik 
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those who remained^ earnestly entreated him to 
fly to the body of the people, and interest them 
In his defence. But he rejected tliat advice, de^ 
claring, " that it was unworthy his imperial dig*- 
nity, and all his past acticHis, to save himself by 
flight." Having thus resolved to face the rebels, 
he had some hopes that his presence alone would 
terrify and confound them ; but neither virtue 
nor dignity were any longer the objects of vene- 
ration among those corrupted bands. One Thau- 
sus, a Tungrian, struck him with his lance on 
the breast, crying out, " The soldiers send you 
" this*" Pertinax finding his destruction certain, 
covered his head with his robe, and sunk down,, 
mangled with a multitude of wounds. Electus, 
and some others of his attendants, who attempt-^ 
ed to defend him, were also slain ; but his son 
and daughter escaped. Thus, after a reign of 
threennonths, Pertinax fell a sacrifice to the li* 
centious fury of the praetorian army, which he 
bad attempted to bring back to discipline and 
order. From the number of his adventures, he 
received the appellation of the Tennis-ball of 
Fortune ; and certainly no man ever experienced 
such a variety of situations, with so blameless a 
character in each. 
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CHAP. XX. 



!<r^f tleigm ofDidiua Julius^ Septimus Severusj Ca* 
racalla and Geta^ Ofifiilius Macrinusy Helioga* 
balusy and Mexander* 

AFTER committing this horrible oiit- a. D. 
rage, the soldiers retired with great 192. 
precipitation to their companions, and im- tr. C. 
mediately fortified their camp, expecting ^^• 
to be attacked by the citizens. Two days, however, 
baving passed without any attempt of that kind, 
Ihey became more insolent ; and finding them- 
iselves in the unmolested possession of power, they 
made proclamation, that they would s^jjl the 
empire to the highest bidder. Sulpiclan and Dl- 
dius, were the only two persons who accepted 
their invitation, and entered into the competition 
proposed. The former was of consular dignity, 
praefect of the city, and son-in-law to the late 
emperor Pertinax : the latter, likewise of consular 
rank, a great lawyer, and the wealthiest man in 
the city. He was sitting with some friends at 
dinner when the proclamation was published ; 
and being charmed with the prospect of un- 
bounded power, immediately rose from the" table, 
and hastened to the camp. Sulpician was got 
there before him ; but being outbid by Didius, 
the empire was litei-ally knocked down to the 
latter for 6250 drachmas, to be immediately paid 
to each of the praetorian soldiers. From the 
camp he was attended by his new electors into 
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the city ; the whole body of his guards, Which 
consisted of ten thousand men'*, being ranged 
aroimd him in such order, as if they had rather 
prepared for battle, than a peaceable ceremony* 

Upon being conducted to the senate-house, he 
addressed the few senators who were present in a 
very laconick speech : " Fathers, you want an em- 
** peror, and I am the fittest person you can 
*' choose-" This speech being backed by the ar- 
my, of necessity succeeded* The choice of the 
soldiers was confirmed by the senate, and Didius 
was acknowledged emperor, now in the fifty-se-* 
venth year of his age. 

No sooner was he seated on the throne, than 
he gave himself up to ease and inactivity, utterly 
regardless of the duties of his station. He was 
mild and gentle indeed^ but that ^Ecvarice, by 
which he became opulent, still followed him in 
his exaltation. In consequence of thb, the 
soldiers who elected him, soon began to detest 
him ; and the people also, agsdnst whose consent 
he was chosen, were not less inimical. When- 
ever he issued from his palace, they openly pour- 
ed forth their imprecations against him. Didius, 
however, patiently bore all their reproaches, 
sometimes beckoning to them to approach him, 
and testifying his regard by every kind of sub- 
mission. 

While Didius was thus contemptuously treat- 
ed at home^ two valiant generals, in different 
parts of the empire, disclaimed his authority, 
each boldly resolving*,- to contend for the throne, 
by the assistance of the troops they commanded* 

* The whole sum Didius paid for the empirci amount* 
-ed to about two millions of our money. ^ ^ 
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These were P«scennius Niger, governor of Sy- 
ria ; and Septimiiis Severus, commander of the 
^German legions. Niger was beloved by. the 
people for his clemency and valour; and the 
report of his proposing Pertinax for his model, 
and resolving to revenge his death, gained him 
universal esteem among all ranks. His army in 
Syria having proclaimed him emperor, he was, 
shortly after, acknowledged as such by all the kings 
afid potentates in Asia, who sent their ambassa- 
dors to him as their lawful prince. The pleasure 
of thus being treated as monarch, in some mea> 
sure retaixled his endeavours to secure his title* 
Entirely satisfied with the homage of those about 
him, he neglected the opportunities of suppres- 
sing his rivals, and gave himself up to feasting 
and luxury. 

The conduct of Severus, an African by birth, 
was very different. Being proclaimed by his 
rarmy, he began by promising to revenge the 
death of Pertinax, and took upon him his name. 
He next secured the fidelity 6f all the strong 
places in his province, and then resolved, with 
the utmost expedition, to march with his whole 
force directly >to Rome. 

Meanwhile, Didius, who had disregarded the 
attempts of Niger, was greatly alarmed at those 
of Severus. He first, with many solicitations, 
procured the senate to proclaim him a tr^tor ; 
and then applied himself to make the necessary 
provisions to oppose him, in which he found no- 
thing but disappointment. The cohorts that 
elected him, were enervated by. vice and luxury ; 
the people detested his cause } and the cities of 
Italy had long been disused to the art of war. 
Some advised him to mai^ch forward, and meet 
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SeveruS) as he was crossing the Alps: odiers 
were for sending the generals upon that expedi- 
tion. The unfortunate Didius, unequal to the 
task of empire, and confounded with the multi- 
l^icity of counsels, at last resolved, with the 
concurrence of the senate, to make Severus ah 
offer of being his partner in the empire ; but thi* 
was rejected with contempt- 

The senate too, perceiving the timidity and 
weakness of their present master, began to abam 
don him, declaring, that he who could not de*- 
fend the empire, was unworthy to govern iti 
Didius vainly endeavoured to reduce them to theit 
duty, first by entreaties, and then by threats ; but 
these only served to hasten his destruction* The 
fiithers unanimously decreed, that Didius should 
be deprived of the empire, and that Severus 
lAhould beproclaimied in his stead ; and then they 
ordered him to be slain. The messengeni sefft 
fer this purpose to the palace, found Didius uni 
armed, and weeping among a few friends, wh6 
still adhered to his interest* When the execu- 
tioners began to prepare for their fetal errand, he 
copostulated with them ; conceiving that he had 
a right to enjoy hispurchacse for the natural peri- 
od of his life, as*he had been guilty of no crime. 
The executioners, however, were neither aWe nor 
willing to enter into the merits of the cause ; they , 
presently led him into the secret baths of the pa- 
lace, and obliging him to stretch his neck foi<- 
ward, after the manner of condemned criminals, 
stmck off his head, smd exposed it where he had 
formerly pleaded with great success. 

Didius being thus dispatched, the senate sent 
ambassadors to Severus, yielding him obe(Uence, 
and granting him the ensigns and the usual dties' 
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fsi empire* ScTeras^ who was now about forty* 
seven years of age, received them with all proper 
respect, and entertaining them honourably, con« 
^ued his march towanls Rome. As he came 
near the city, his first exertion of power was, to 
order all the praetorian soldiers, who had lately 
sold the empire, to meet him, unarmed. These* 
though sensible of their danger, were obliged to 
comply, and accordingly came forward, with 
branches of lauFd, as to welcome his approach. 
Severus, howeVer, was not to be mollified with 
this forced submission : he commanded them to 
be instantly stripped of their military habits, de- 
prived of the name and honour of soldiers, and 
banished a hundred miles from Rome. He then 
entered the city in military pomp, took posses- 
sion of the palace, and promised the senate to 
conduct himself with clemency and justice. 
However, though he united great vigour with 
the most refined policy, yet his African cunning 
was considered as a particular defect in his cha- 
racter. He is celebrated for his wit, learning, 
and prudence; but stigmatized for perfidy and 
cruelty. In short, he seemed equally disposed to 
the performance of the greatest acts of virtue, 
and the most bloody severities. 

Having settled affairs at Rome, he made all 
possible expedition to march agsdnst Niger, who 
was still ccMisidered, and honoured, as emperor 
of the East. After some undecisive conflicts, the 
last great battle that was fought between 
these two extraordinary men, was upon -^^ *^- 
the plains of Issus, on the very spot where 
Alexander had formerly conquered Darius. The 
two armies encountered upon the plain, and the 
neighbouring mountains were covered with infi ^ 
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nite numbers of peo|4e, who were merely led by 
curiosity to become spectators of an engagement- 
that was to determine the empire of the world* 
Severus at last prevailed ; and Niger's head be- 
ing struck off by some soldiers of the conquering 
army, was insultingly carried through the camp 
on the point of a lance- 

This victory secured Severus the possession of 
the throne. However, the Parthians, Persians, and 
some other neighbouring nations, took up arms, 
under a pretence of vindicating Niger's cause* 
The emperor marched against them in persooi, 
had many engagements with them, and obtained 
such signal victories, as enlarged the empire, and 
re-established peace in the cast. 

In Britain, however, Clodius Albinus, com- 
mander of the legions, still remained as an ob- 
ject of the jealousy of Severus, whom he was de- 
termined to destroy. For this purpose he sent 
some assassins into Britain, under a pretence of 
bringing him letters, but in reality to dispatch 
him* Albinus being apprised of. their designs^ 
prevented their attempt by recurring to opea 
force, and proclaiming himself emperor.. Nor 
was he without a powerful ai'my to support his 
pretensions ; of which Severus being sensible, 
he bent his whole force to oppose him. From 
the east he continued his course across the straits 
of Byzantium, into the most western parts of 
Europe, without intermission. Equally regard- 
less of the most parching heats, and the most 
rigorous colds, he led his soldie.rs b^eheaded 
over mountains covered witli snow. - Albinus 
being informed of his approach, went over to 
meet him with his forces into Gaul. Fovtcin^ 
seemed for some time variable ; but at last a der 



d by Google 



ftcrsfsr 301'. 

tiaire batde was fought, geheraUf recikoned one 
of the- most desperate recorded in the Roman 
histeny. -It lasted from morning till night, with* 
oat any seeming advantage on either side ; at 
length, however, the trobps of Severus began to 
fly ; and' he happening to £ill from his horse, the 
army of Albinus shouted victpry* But the en- 
gagement was soon renewed with vigour by 
Lsetius, one of Severus's commanders, who ctfkne 
up with a body of reserve, designing to destroy 
both partis, and make himself emperor. This 
attempt,*though equally aimed against both, turn- 
ed out entirely to the advantage of Severus. He 
theneforera^in charged widi such fury and execu- 
tion, that he soon plucked the victory from those 
who but a short time before seemed conquerors ; 
and pursuing them into the city of Lyons, took 
Albiims prisoner, and cut off his head ; treating 
his dead body with insults that marked a sanguin- 
ary and revengeful temper. All tlie senators 
who were slain in batde, he ordered to be quar- 
tered; and such as were taken alive^ were im- 
mediately executed. 

Having thus by means of his army, secured 
himself in possession of the empire, upon his re- 
tumtoRome he loaded his soldiers with rewards 
and honours, giving diem such privileges as 
strengthened his own power, while they anni- 
hilated that of the state. 

Not satisfied, however, with an inactive life, 
"he resolved to give way to his natural turn for 
conquest, and to oppose his arms against ^ ^ • 
the Parthians, who were then invading the 193. ' 
frontiers of the empire. Having there- 
fore committed the domestick policy to one Plau- 
tiaiir to whose daughter he marraed his son Cara- 

ROME. — lU 2 D 
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calla, he set oat j&r the east aiid prosecuted th« • 
war with his usual expedition and success* He 
forced submission from the king of Armeaiay 
destroyed several cities in Arabia Felixy landed 
on the Parthian coasts, took and plundered the 
&mous city Ctesiphon, marched back through 
Palestine and Egypt, and at length returned to 
Rome in triumph. 

During this interval, Plautian, who was left to 
direct the afiairs of Rome, began to think of as- 
piring to the empire himself. He had prevbusly 
been remaricably cruel to the Christians, and now 
he resolved to increase the number of his crimes 
by ingratitude and treason. Upon the empenxr's 
return, he employed a tribune of the prsetoriaa 
cohorts, of which he was the comnaander, to as- 
sassinate him ; as likewise his son Caracalla. . 
l*he tribune seemed cheeriully to undertake this 
dangerous office^ but instead of putting it into 
execution, informed Severus of his feivourite's . 
treachery. The emperor at first received it as 
an improbal^e story, i(ad as the artifice of one 
who envied the fortune of Piauttan ; but the lat- 
ter having been cajoled to furnish evidence 
against himself, he was run through the body 
with a sword by Caracalla, while humbly si:q>|^- 
cating the pardon of the emperor. 

Severus having escaped this danger, spent a 
considerable time in visiting the cities of Italy, 
and distributing justice with the strictest impar- 
tiality. Being equally attentive to the preservay 
tion of all parts of the empire^ he resolved to 
make an expedition into Britain, where the Ro- 
mans were in danger of being destroyed, or 
compelled to abandon the province. Wherefo«e<» 
after appointing his two sons- Carao^ - aad 
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Cretai joint successors in the empire, and taking 
them witli him, he landed in Britain, and 
imntediatelf marched against the Caledo- gQp * 
ntans, who had cruelly harassed the u. C. 
Roman settlements.- In this expedition 956. 
his amy suffered prodigious hardships in 
pursuing the enemy ; they were obliged to hew 
their way through intricate forests, to drain ex- 
tensive marshes, and form bridges over rapid 
rivers; so that he lost G&y thousand men 
^y foigue and sickness. However, he sur- 
•mouBtttd all these inconveniences with unremit- 
tmg ardour ; and prosecuted his successes with 
such vigour, that he compelled the enemy to sue 
for peace ; which he granted upon their surren- 
dering a considerable part of their country, to- 
gether with all their arms and military prepara- 
tions. 

Piaving thus given peace to Britain, for its 
better security he built that famous wall which 
still goes by his name, extending from Solway 
Frith on the west, to the German Ocean on 
the east. It was eight feet broad, and twelve 
feet high, planted with towers, at a mile dis- 
tance from each other, and communicating by 
pipes of brass in the wall, which conveyed in- 
structions from one garrison to another, vrith 
incredible dispatch* This great work being 
finished, he retired to York ; where, partly 
through age and fatigue, and partly through 
grief for the irreclaimable life of Cat*acalla, he 
found himself daily declining. To add to the 
distress of his situation, he *was informed, that 
the soldiers had revolted, and declared his son 
emperor. In this exigence, he 4eemed once more 
to cecal his natural vigour ; and ill as he ws^s, 
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djUimaDded Ms 800, wit^ the tribuMs ehd ct» 
turions to be InxHig^t before him. Though aH 
were willing to cxmrt the favour of the. yoimg: 
emperoT) such was the Authority of .Sevmifty 
that none dared to disobey* Tiiey appieared be- 
fore him confounded ami trembling, inid iiiBk- 
I^ored pardon upon their knees. Upmi ^hicb^ 
putting his hand to 4iis head, he cried • otf^ 
f Know, that it is the heald that governs, and 
^ not the feet*'' However, soon perceiving h» 
disorder t^ increase, and seiMsible that he coidd 
not recover, he began to moralifie .on . his ine- 
lanchply ciHiditioni and orderifig his urn to be 
Ixoughtf where^ his aahea were to be encloiaec^ 
^ Little urn," said be, <^ thou shalt now contaih 
^ what the world eoaid not contain*'' Then ad* 
dressing his friends who stood near hion, ^ Whea 
*' I took the empire upon me, I ibund it decline 
*^ iog^ and exhausted : I now leave it strong bnd 
" lasting to nvy sons, if they pfaVe virtuous^; 
*^ but feeble and desperate if otherwiae*" JHo 

A. B. P^"^ '^^ increasing, he called for pooi^son ; 

^n. which being refused him, he so loaded 
his stomach with food, that it soctfi l^rought 
him to his end, in the sixty-sixth year jc^ hisi^^ 
and the eighteenth of his reign, in which he-had 
didf^ayed considerable talents and- virtues^^ mixed 
with many blemishes^. 

His 30ns, C^racallaand Geta, left joint heirs 
to the empire, very early began to. ahow a mu- 
tual hatred to each other- Their only agree- 
ment was in resolving to deify their fothet ; but 
fiodn after each songh^ to attach the senate and 
isnny to his own particidar interest. In ,dispo» 
sition, as well as views, they differed extremely^ 
Caracalla was fierce and crud to an ^xtunne do* 
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gree ; Geta was miid and merciful ? so that Rome 
soon foand the dangerous effects of b«ing govern* 
ed by two princes of equal power and contrary 
incluuitions* 

' But thts opposition was of no long continuance ; 
for Caracalla, being resolved to govern alone^ 
furiously entered Geta's apartment, and, follow- 
ed by ruffians, slew htm in his mother's arms. 
Having committed this fratricide, he issued^ 
with great haste from the palace, crying out, 
^ that his brother would have slain him ; and that 
he was obliged, in self-defence, to retaliate the 
intended injury." He then took refuge among 
the praetorian cohorts, and in a pathetick tone, be* 
gan to implore their protection ; and, in order to 
strengthen his interest, promised to l>estow upon 
them the largesses usually given upon the election 
of new emperors. By such persuasives, the 
soldiers were induced to proclaim him sole em- 
peror, and to stigmatize the memory of his bro- 
ther Geta as a traitor, and an enemy to the com- 
monwealth. The senators were soon after pre- 
vailed on, either through favour or fear, to ap- 
prove of what had been done by the army ; and 
Caracalla, • now invested with undivided power, 
in order to render his crime more detestable, by 
the grossest hypocrisy, affected to mourn for his 
brother, and ordered him. to-be adored as a 
god. 

. The enormities of Domitian, and of Nero, 
were soon exceeded by this monster. Laetius, 
who first advised him to murder his brother, was 
the first who fell a sacrifice to his jealousy :^his 
own wife, Plautina, followed ; and Papinian, the 
renowned civilian, was- beheaded for refusing to 
write in vindication of his cruelty; answering 
2D 2 
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the emperor's reqites|;» by obs^rviog, " th*li it w*& 
much easier to commit a parricide, than to de- 
fend it." He commanded all governors to be 
slain whom his brother had appointed, and de* 
stroyed not less than two thousand of his ad- 
herents. Whole nights were spent in the exj^- 
cution of his bloody decrees,; and. the dead 
bodies of people, of all ranks, were carried out 
of the city in carts, where, they were . burnt in 
heaps, without the customary rites. Upon a 
certain occasion, he ordered his soldiers to set 
upon a crowded audience in the theatre, only for 
discountenancing a charioteer, whom he hap^ 
pened to favour. Perceiving himself hated by 
the people, he publicly declared, " that he 
could insure his own safety, though not theic 
(pve ; so that he neither valued their reproacheS| 
nor feared their hatred." 

This safety, in which he so mucli confided^ 
Vas the protection of his soldiers. He had ex- 
hauled the treasury, drained the provinces, and 
committed a thousand acts of rapacity, merely 
to keep them steadfast in his interests ; , and now 
he resolved to lead them upon a visit through 
y^^ j3^ all the provinces of the empire. He first 
'. 213. went into Germany, where, to oblige the 
natives, he dressed himself in the habit of 
the country. From thence he tmvelled into 
Macedonia, where he pretended to be a great 
admirer of Alexander the Great; and among 
other extravagances, caused a statue of th^ 
monarch to be made with two faces; one of 
which resembled Alexander, and the other him- 
self. He was so corrupted by fiattery, that he 
called himself Alexander ; and affected the walk 
and gesture of that hero* Shortly after, arriving 



d by Google 



in Le8«er AsfA} as be w^~ viowkie tbe tomb of 
AclulleS) he. felt the desire of imitating him m 
acumething ; and one of )iis freedmen happenii^ 
jto die at that timp^ ke used the same ceremcmies 
^at wefe peifomied at the tomb of Patroclu*. 
•Passiog £com thence into Egyply he cut off num* 
i>ers at oncey in the amphitheatre at Akxandm^ 
mily £9r havkig passed some jests ^pon his pec* 
<6QR and ^dces* Tlie slaughter, indeed) "was «0 
S^resyi^ that the streams of blood tiHged the 
paters of the N>k« 

Goi{^'.th>m thence into S^ria) he invited Aiv 
ctabamis king of Parlbia, ^ to a conference,- de- 
siring his daughter in marriage, and prpmising 
^himr^e most honourable t«ception. Inconsf^ 
5iueqce of this, that king niet lum on ii. spinous 
'Plaio, unarmed, and only attended with a vaAt 
.concourse of his nobles* This was what Car»- 
<:alla desired. Regardless of his promise, or. the 
j^w ^nations, he instantly surrounded hiixi 
.with armed troops, let in wild beasts ami^iMg hifr 
4ittendants, and made a most terrible slaughter 
.among them, Artabanus himself escaping wiHi 
4he utmost difficulty. For this vile trewheit^j 
Caracfdla assumed the surname of PartbicMS*. 

Upon his return to Rome, as if to. show how 
^ ingenuity in vice and progress in dime itduid 
jbe carried^ he became enan^ured of the motho* 
of Geta, and the wife of his &ther, and pub- 
licly married her ; totally regardless of the ceft- 
«ures and the sf^casms of ms^kindt . 

However, though he disregarded . sha<ne» be 
was not insensible of fean He w^ ever uneasy, 
in the consciousness of being universally hated; 
and was continually consulting astrologers con- 
cerning his future destiny. Auiong ^ers, he 
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'sent one of his confidants, named Matermanus^ 
^ith orders to consult all the astrologers in the 
citjr concerning his end. Matemamis considered 
•this as a proper time to get rid of Macrinus, a 
man of considerable eminence, who was daily 
-supplanting him in his master's favour* He 
therefore inicM-med him by letter, as if from the 
astrologers, that Macrinus bad a design agsdnst 
his life ; aiid they consequently advised him to 
put the conspirator to death. This letteiv 
amongst many others, happened to bf delivered 
to the emperor, as he was preparing for a chariot 
race* However, as it never was his custom to 
interrupt his pleasures for his business, he gave 
the pacquet to Macrinus himself to peruse ; and 
to inform him of the contents, when more at 
leisure. When Macrinus came to the letter 
which regarded himself, he was unable to con* 
tain his surprise and terror ; and secreting it, set 
about concerting in reality, what he had been 
invidiously accused of, in order to secure him- 
self. ' At length, he unbosomed himself to one 
Mardal, a man of great strength, and a centu* 
<rion of the guards, who hated the emperor from 
various motives, particularly for the death of a 
brother, whom Caracalla had ordered to be 
slain. 'Macrinus, therefore, prevailed upon him 
to attempt the tyrant's destructi<Mi, the very first 
favourable opportunity. Accordingly, as the 
emperor was riding out one day, near a little 
city called Carrae, he happened to withdraw 
4%imself privately, with only one page to hold bis 
horse. Martial eagerly laid hold of the occa> 
^ ^ si<Mi, and running to him hastily, as if he 
' 217/ had been called, gave Caracalla a mortal 
t. . wound in the* back. Having performed 
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tkift dariog dsoi, JMeicttsi^ unooncemedlf) m^ 
talncd.to.h» troop) hut r^ttrtng^ by ijosensibte 
degrees^ he etnleKnrafed to secure himself bf 
fit^k^^ His DOttifnniMis, faeweTer, soon missin|^ 
him, and the page, giving inlbraiatioa of whdt 
had been dotie,. lie was pursued and cot iH 
fiieces* 

During the i^gn . of ^is execrable tyvaai^ 

xHucti cotittmied.siaL yeai%9 theompife was evefy 

jda^ decHhfng ; tiie soidierb ureire sntinely mw^ 

.tera ij£ cfcrj election ; and as th^re wtre so 

BMtty opposite. aiteiiests> CaraoaUa, by balancing 

titttti^iiy miUtary.-ffiirce^ destro^sd ' idt discipHoe 

-unoDgthesddievsy'andali sufoordinadon in tlie 

•aitate* ... 

' Tire roifitary>. who^ ia iact^ had- now nionoi* 

-polized ail power to themMivest after a suspense 

:isf. two dttyst fixed ttpon IklacrinaSf Who todk nM 

posbiUe methods, to conceal his being privy to 

4}amcalia'B nunder. The wcnate cdnfeaed their 

-^oiee .aho#tl|r afker ; axid likewise that of his son 

BiadbsQisniiB) whon he took as d: partner In the 

empire. Macrim» was fifty^hme yeariold mhm 

he was invested with the purple;' he wasofob- 

ncure/parentage;. some say,^ by biith a Moor^ 

-who by mere rotauon of office^ w&s now^ by 

treasKMi and accident, csdled to iiU the thvoneb 

Little is recorded of rthis emperar, except hts^ 

-engaging in a bloody though undecided battle, 

witii Artftbanus,' idfig of Parthia, who came to 

talce vengeance for the injury he had sustained in 

the late re^ ; howeter, this inonsrc^, finding 

his neral enemy dead, was contcnit to mttke peaei^, 

and retnmed into Parthia. Something is also 

«axd of the s^v^rity of Macrinu^'s ^dpline : for 

to such a pitch bf lioeniiousMSs wns thte' AotnaA 
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«nny now mived ; that the most gentle inflie. 
tions were looked upon as $eTmtf . It was this 
attempt at discipline, however, together widi 
the artifices of Mosa, grandmother to Helioga- 
balus, the natural son of Caracalla, tliat c^axuied 
the empeear's ruia« HeliogabaJus, was priest of 
a temple dedicated to the Sun, in £mesa, a city 
of Phoenicia, and though but fourteen years old, 
"Was greatly loved by the army, for the beauty 
•of his person, and ^thje memory of hb &ther, 
whose indulgence they gratefully remembered. 
This was soon perceived by the grandmother, 
-who, being very rich in gold and jewels, gave 
liberal presents araofig them, while tiiey fre- 
quently repaired to her temple, both from the 
garrison in the city, and the camp of Macrinus. 
This intercourse growing every day Ttiore £re- 
.^ent, and the soldiers being disgusted with the 
'Severities of Macrimis, they began to think of 
■electing Heliogabalus in his.steacL Accor^g- 
ly sending for him to their camp, he was im* 
:mediately proclaimed i and such were the hopes 
<>f his virtues, that all men began to espouse his 
interest* 

Macrinus, who at this time was pursuing bis 
pleasures at Antioch, on hearing of the insurrees- 
dmi, thought it sufficient -to send his lieutenant 
Julian, with some legions, against the revolters* 
.However, these, like the rest, soon declared for 
Heliogabalus, and slew Uieir general. On 
; which Maerinus resolved, with his son, to march 
directly against the seditious legions, and foree 
them to their diHy« Both parties met on the 
confines of Syria ; the battle was for some dme 
fiirioii^ and obstinate ; but. at last Macrinus was 
ovenluiown, and obliged to seek safety by flight. 
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His priiifiipal aim was to reach Rome, wfacxe hs 
knew his presence was desired; but tin- ^.D. 
fortunately falling sick at tins city of 318. 
Chateedon, hitf pursuers oYMtook him ^ ^ 
there, and put him to death, - together ^' 
with his son Diadumeni^ after a short 
and undistinguished reign of one year and two 
months. 

The appointment of the army, as usuid, in- 
fluencing the decision of the senate and citizens 
of Rome, HeUogabaluS ascended the thftune 
at the age of fourteen 9 and, as mu&t na- 
turally, be expected^ was soon surrounded by 
flatterers, and entirely directed by his &TOurites. 
As he is described by hi^orians, he appears a ' 
monster of sensuality y his short life, therefore, 
is but a tissue of effeminacy, lust, fcrfly, and ex- 
travagance. He married in the small space of 
four years, six wives, and divorced them all: 
he even assumed the qtiality of a woman, and 
married one of his officers ^ after that, he took 
for husband .one Hierocles, a slave, whom he 
suffered to beat bim severely when guilty of any 
excess, all which he endured with gfreat patiences 
saying, that it was the. duty of a wife to submit 
to her husbands He built a temple to j^ ^ 
the Sun, and mai¥ied his divinity to Pal- t^i^. 
las, and shortly after to the Moon* His 
palace was a place of rendezvous for all the 
prostitutes of ^ome, whom he called his feHow- 
soldisrs and companions in the field. He was 
so fond of the sex, that he carried his mother 
with him to the senate-house, and demanded 
that she should always be present when matters 
of importance were debated. He even went so . 
iar as to build a senate-house for women,* wilb 
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Mutafate opifmh UbslBf vod dndinitlonih ^ 
which hi« viotber ^vas made prendeBjt $ but att 
th^jrjdelMtes tanied/ upon Uie fioiions of the 
day, i^.tli« diffcMBl fomu^tieft to be i»»d $^ 
giving and kseceimg ¥ittts. To tkeae lollies he 
added gicttt ctuel^ and bomidieas prodigaltfy. 
iiia sbj^n ^^loallsr cost six ^tfaoii^and crawiUj ' 
and often sixty thousand : he always dressed in > 
delh of gold. and porpk) eniiched withprc»lou8 
8tai€S» and ncFer wois the same habit tiwice; 
Mffaije his ijalace* his. chambers^ and his beds, - 
were all furniahed with the iicheststufil^^cav^tfred 
yfith |;Qld fOid jewelsii : Wheiiei^rhe tooiL hotve, 
all theiway betweto hla apaitment'and .the ^aee 
of mountiogy was oov«stjd wilh gold and silver > 
c^t a^tm ai: his approach, in short, all Ms - 
govenimenty actions, dress, jand fimaiturey tes* 
tified the extravagant &ily of ' a vicimis boy. ' 
Thus he was aeenatone titne driving elephams 
yoliffd to his chaxwt'; at anocher^ maAifiP dogs : 
f4 one time, he was (irawn by lions ;:at> another, 
i>y .four n^od .women. He wiis so extravagantly ' 
whimsical, ihal^ he caused a colledion t^ be * 
i]>a4e of ten thoUatod pounds weight of spklers, 
in- jt^atiiQony of the naagoitude of the city**^. 
Even. his. guests were imited in. the same- spirit* 
of .absurdity ; .thus he gave a fieast to eight old ' 
men, eight bahl nien, eight blind mscn of one 
eye* eight lame, with tlie gout, eight deaf men, 
eight blacks, and eight so fat, ilmt they could 
scarce ^It at the same table* These were the 
tricks of a child, and might. pass for harmless 
follies, had he not united malevolence with every 

* According to modem ideas, thi$ would rather havs 
hetn aproofof want ox cleanliness. 
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eiitertaimnent. He was often seen to smother 
his guests in rooms filled with roses, and terrify 
them by letting loose wild beasts among them, 
I»eviousIy deprived of their teeth and claws* It 
is even said, he strove to foretel what was to 
happen, by inspecting the entrails of young men 
sacnficed ; and that he chose the most beautiful 
jrouths throughout Italy, to be slain for that hor- * 
rid purpose* 

Such excesses were soon perceived by his 
gnindmother Masa, whose intrigues had first" 
raised him to the throne : and who, under a^pre- 
tence Of Seeing him from the cares of publick 
business, persuaded him to adopt his cousin* 
german, Alexander, as his successor; and like- 
wise to make him his partner in the consulship. 
Heliogabalus, however, had scarcely parted 
with power before he wished to resume it ; but 
the virtues of this young prince had so greatly 
endeared the people and the army to him, that 
the attempt had like to have proved fatal to the 
tyrant* The praetorian soldiers mutinying, at- 
tempted to kill him, as he was walking in his 
^rdens, but he escaped from their fury. How- 
ever, upon returning to their camp, they con- 
tinued the sedition, requiring that the emperor 
should remove such persons from about him, as 
oppressed the subject, and contributed to con- 
taminate him. They required also the privilege 
of guarding Alexander themselves; and that' 
none of the emperor's favourites or familiars 
should ever be permitted to converse with him. 
Heliogabalus was reluctantly obliged to com- 
ply ; and conscious of the danger he was in, 
made preparations for death, when it should ar- 

ROME.— II. 2 £ 
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rive, in a manner u^dy whimsical and peculiar* 
He built a lofty tower, witii ^ps of gold and 
pearl, from whence to throw himself lieadlong^ 
in case of necessity. He also prepared cords o£ 
purple silk and gold, golden swords and dag- 
gerSf and poison to be kept in boxes of eroerald9 
in order to obtain what death he chose best*^ 
Thus fearing all things, but particularly suspi- 
cious of the designs of the senate, he .banished 
them, all out of the city; he next attempted to 
poison Alexander, and spread a report of his 
death ; but perceiving the soldiers begin to mu- 
tiny, he immediately took him in his cliaiiot to 
the campt whei'e he only experienced a frgsh 
mortification, by finding all the acclamatiooa of 
the army directed to his successor. 
1 This raised his indignation, and excited hia 
desire of revenge, which he openly menaced; 
but the soldiers wei*e unwilling to give him time 
to put his designs in execution : they followed 
him directly tp his palace, and pursued him 
from apartment to apartment, till at last he was 
found concealed in a privy. Having dragged 
Him from thence through the streets, with the 
most bitter invectives, and then dispatched hinif 
tiiey attempted once more to squeeze his pam-^ 
^red body into a ppvy ; but not easily effecting 
this, they threw it into the Tiber, with heajfx 
weights, that none might afterwards find or give 
it burial. Such was the just but ignominious 
death of Heliogabalus, in the eighteenth year 
of his age, after a detestable reign of four years* 
His mother was also slain at the same time bf 
the soldiers ; as well as many of the opprobrious 
associates of his criminal pleasures. 
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Afexi^ntler bemi^ declared emperor ^ jj' 
^thout opposition, the senate with their ^' 
usoal adulation, \ftve for conferring new ^^ q^ 
titles upon him ; but he modestly declined 97D.* 
thenv all, allegmg that titles were only 
then honourable when given to virtue^ not to 
Atation* This outset was a happy omen of 
his future Virtues; and few princes in historjr 
hare been more commended by his contem-** 
poraries, or indeed more deserved commen- 
dation. To the most rigid justice he superw 
0dded the greatest humanity. He loved the 
good, and was a severe reprover of the lewd 
and infaxnous* His accomplishments were equal 
to his virtues: he was an excellent mathema^ 
tician, geometrician, and musician ; he was 
equally skilful in piinting and sculpture ; and 
in poetry, few of his time could equal him. In 
short, such were his talents, and such the so^- 
lidify of his judgment^ that, though but sixteen 
years old, he had all the preinature wisdom of 
age. 

. The first part of his reign was spent in a re^ 
formation of the abuses of his jiredecessor ; pa!i». 
ticularly in restoring the senators "to their rank 
aind influence. Among the nunib^ of his ac^ 
lasers, was his mother Mammaca, a woman 
eminent for her virtues and accomplishments, 
and who made use of her poWer as well to se^* 
cure her son the affections of his subjects, as to 
procure them the moat just administration* 
Among his ministers of state, the principal 
were, Ulinan the celebrated lawyer, and Sk- 
binus the senator, denominated the Cato of hts 
time. Merit only was the passport to his pro=- 
tection \ nor woukl be pennit offices or places tb 
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be puitjiased for mone^r ; obaerrlng, ^ I cMinol 
^ bear to see merchants in authority ; if 1 first 
" allow them to be suchf I cannot after con- 
^ demn their conduct : for how could I punish 
** the person who sold, when I permitted him 
" to fa^ a buyer ?" He was therefore a rigid 
punisher of such magistrates as took bribes, 
saying, ^ that it was not enough to deprive such 
of their places; for their trusts being great, 
.their lives in most cases ought to pay for a 
breach of their duty.*' On the contrary, he 
thought he could never sufficiently reward such 
as bad been remarkable for their justice and in* 
tegrity, keeping a register of their names, and 
■sometimes asking such of them as appeared 
modest and unwilling to approach him, why • 
they were so backward tii demanding their re* 
ward ? and why they suffered him to be in their 
debt? . 

His clemency extended even to the Christians, 
.who had been punished in the former reign with 
unrelenting barbarity. Upon a contest between 
them - and a company of cooks and vintners, 
about a piece of ground, which the one claimed 
as a place of publick worship, and the other for 
exercising their respective trades, he decided the 
point by his rescript, in these words : *^ It is 
** better that God be worshipped there in any 
" manner, than that the place should be put to 
.** uses of drunkenness or debauchery,** 

His abilities in war were not inferior to his 
assiduity in peace. The empire, which from 
the remissness and debauchery of the preceding 
Teigns, now began to be attacked on every side, 
•wanted a person of vigour and conduct to de- 
lend it ; and it found one in Alexandpr^ who 
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iicecf the enemy wlierever the invasion was mest 
formidable, and, for a short time, deferred its 
ruin. His first expedition, in the tenth ^ jj^ 
year of his reign, was against the Par- 233/ 
thians and Penuans, whom he opposed 
with a powe^ful army. His regularity and dis- 
cipline were things almost unknown among the 
debauched soldiery : his camp resembled a well- 
i^gulated city ; his soldiers were well clothed 
and armed ; and hrs cavalry properly mounted, 
as in the best times of Rome* His own manner 
of living was like that of the meanest sentinel ; 
whenever he dined or supped, he sat with his 
tent open, that all men might be witnesses of 
bis abstemiousness. Success against the enemy 
t^as the reward of so much military virtue. The 
Persians were routed in a decisive engagement 
with great slaughter ; the cities of Ctesiphon 
and Babyton'wer^ once more taken, and the 
Roman empire restored to its former limits. 
Upon his return to Antiocfh, his mother Mam- 
maea sent for the famous Origen to be instructed 
by him in the principles of Christianity^ and 
after discoursing with him for some time n^n 
the subject^ dismissed him witli a proper safe- 
guard to his native city of Alexandria. About 
the sam^ time that Alexander was victorious in 
the* east, Furius Ce&tis,' his general, obtained a 
signal idctory over the Mauritanians, in Africa ; 
Varius Macrinus was successful in Germany; 
and Junius Palmatus returned with conquests 
from Armenia. However, the number of these 
victories only hastened the decline of the em* 
pire, which was wasted by the exertion of its re- 
maining strength, and was now beoomin|g little 
more than a spiendid ruin. 
3£3 
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About the thirteenth year of his reigii) the 
Uppier Gemu^s and other ncHthern nations be- 
gan to pour down immense swarms of peopU 
upon the more southern parts of the empire* 
They passed the Rhine and the Danube with such 
fury, that all Italy was thrown into the utmost 
consternation. The emperor, ever ready to expose 
his person for the safety of his people, marched to 
stem the torrent, which he spc^ily effected. In 
the course of these successes^ however, he was 
cut off by a mutiny among his own soldiers* 
The legions encamped about Moguntia, having 
been abominably corrupted during the reign of 
Heliogabalus, and trsuned up in all kinds of 
rapine and disobedience^ required the most strict 
command. Alexander could neither endure theic 
tumultuary service, nor they his regular disci* 
pline. Maximin, an old and experienced com* 
mender, hoping to profit by their discontents^ 
held frequent conferences with the soldiers, and 
inflamed the sedition. At length, being deter- 
mined to have a new master, they sent an ex* 
ecutipner into the emperor's tent, who im- 
mediately struck off his head ; and shortly after^ 
that of his mother* He died in the twenty-ninth 
year of his age, after a glorious reign of thir- 
teen years, which, frcsn his virtues, deserved to 
have been protracted to a much longer period. 
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The Reigns o/Maximinua^ Pt^uenua and Batbinti^^ 
Gordian, PMEfi^ DecitiSj GalbiSy Valerian^ Gar 
Uenusj Claziditis, JureUan^ Tacitus^ Probua^ Caraty 

' Dioclesianj Conatantma^ and Galeriua. 

THE tumults occasioned by the death of Alex- 
ander being appeased, Maximin, who had 
been the chief promoter of the sedition, was 
chosen emperor. This extraordinary man was 
bom of very obscure parentage, being the son 
of a poor herdsman of Thrace. Early in life 
he followed his &ther*s humble profession, and 
only exercised his personal courage against the 
robbers, who infested that part of the country. 
Soon after, his ambition increasing, he enlisted 
in the Roman army, where he soon became re- 
markable for his great strength, discipline, and 
courage. He was no less than eight feet and 
a half high, and his form corresponded to his 
size, being not more remarkable for the mag- 
nitude, than the symmetry of his person. His 
strength was so great, that he was able to draw 
a carriage which two oxen could not move : he 
could strike out a horse's teeth, with a blow of 
his fist ; and break its thigh with a kick. He 
generally ate forty pounds weight of flesh every 
day, and drank six gallons of wine, without 
committing any debauch in either. With a 
frame so athledck, he was possessed of a mind^ 
UBdaunted and independent. He was first dop 
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ticed when the emperor Severus was ceMrating^ 
games on' the birth-day of his son Geta* Maxi- 
min, at that time a rude countryman, requested 
the emperor to be permitted to contend for the 
prizes which were distributed to the best ruxv- 
ners, wrestlers, and boxers of the army. Seve- 
rus, unwilling to in^ihge the military discipline, 
Would not permit him at first, as he was a Thra- 
cian peasant, to combat j except with slaves, against 
whom his strength appeared astonishing. Hq 
overcame sixteen in running, one after the other r 
he then kept up with the emperor on horseback : 
and having fatigued him in the course, he was op- 
posed to seven of the most active soldiers, and 
overcame them with the greatest ease.. 

From that time he was particularly favoured^ 
and taken into the emJ>eror's body guard, in 
which his asinduity ,and prompt obedience were 
particularly remarkable. In the reign of Cara- 
ccJIa he was made a centurion, and distinguish- 
ed himself in that station by his strict attention 
to the morals and discipline of his company. — 
When made a tribune, he still retained the hardy 
simplicity of his life ; eat as the meanest sen- 
tinel ; spent whole days in exercising the troops i 
and would sometimes wrestle with eight or ten 
of the strongest men in the army, whom he 
threw with scarcely any effort. Being thus'be- 
come one of the most remarkable men in the 
empire, tor courajge, discipline, and personal 
activityi he gave shortly after a very high in- 
stance of his unshaken fidelity : for when Ma-^ 
crinus was made emperor, he refused to serve' 
under a prince who had betrayed his sovereign,. 
4ttd retired to^Thracci his native country, where' 
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Hieliogabalus to the throne, this bold vetetan 
once more rejoin<9d the army.; but being very 
%oon disgusted at the base eflfeminacy of the em« 
peroF, he instantly left the court. Heliogabalus 
fateing cut off, he again returned to Rome, and 
was r^eived with great kindness by Alexander, 
Who particularly recommended, him to the se- 
nate, and m^de him commander of a legion of 
new-raised soldiers* Maximin gladly accepted 
of this charge, and performed his duty with great 
exactness and success, setting an example of vir- 
tue and discipline to all the commanders of the 
army* Nor was his valour less apparent against 
tikt Germans, whither he was sent with his le- 
gicyi ; so that he wa^ unanimously considered as 
the boldest, bravest, most valiant, and most vir- 
tuous soldier in the whole empire : qualities and 
titles which he soon forfeited, when he was ele- 
Yated to a. throne* 

Having assumed the purple, he began im- 
mediately to extort obedience from every rank 
of people, and to vindicate his authority by, 
▼iolence* The senate and people of Rome were 
the first that incurred his reseptment, as they 
utterly refused to confirm the election of the 
army ; so. that he was the first emperor who 
veigned without their . concurrence or approba- 
tion. However, he seemed regardless of their 
opposition, proceeding to secure his power by 
putting all such to d^ath as had been raised by 
)iis predecessor* Tlie Christians also, who had 
found favour in the former reign, fi^lt the weight 
of his resentment, and were persecuted in se- 
veral parts of the empire* His cruelty like- 
irise extended to. the richj whose live? and es- 



d by Google 



titoB betiMe ft fraqorBt sftorifioe toanafeeiuid^ 
flittiNcioD; fiut what reflecto an eternal disgrace^ 
on his memoiyy is his comtnaoding his eftrly 
firieadsy and the Iriendsof his parents to be skiny- 
that the meanness <^ his extraction might be the- 
better concealecL 

' However, his cruelties did nor retard his mi-^' 

litarf operations, which were carried on with a 

^int becoming a better monarch. He overthrew- 

A. D. ^^- ^■'in^A^ u^ several battles, wasted 

2i6. aU their country vrith fire and sword for< 
four hundred miles together, and formed' 
a resolution of subduing all the northern natiooa 
as far as the ocean. In these expeditions, in oi"* 
der to attach the scrfdiers more firmfy to him, lie- 
increased their pay; and in every duty of tbt 
camp, he himself Ux>k as much pains as the mean* 
est sentinel in his army* Wherever the OHi* 
flict was hottest, Maximin was always seen fight-r 
ing there in person, and destroying all beforer 
him : for, according to the notions in which he 
had been bred, he considered it as his duty to 
combat as a common soldier, while he coomuind* 
ed as a general. 

In the mean time, his cruelties had so alienated 
the minds of his subjects, thfit several con« 
spiracies were secretly aimed agaiast him.- 
Magnus, a consular person, and some othet*s, had 
plotted to break down a wooden bridge, aa 
soon as the emperor had passed it, and thus to* 
abandon him to the enemy# But, this being di's« 
covered, gjave Maxiroin an opportunity rf in- 
dulging his natural severity ; upon this pretext 
alone, causing above feur thousand to be 
slain. Shortly after, some of Alexander's ve- 
teran soldiers withdrawing themselves from tM 
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c«Bip» fH-oclaoMd one QuatctaiMM m 'MnpevoiN 
wiioai, in£ict, they had constrained to acceptor 
the dangerous superiority to which be was expos- 
ttd* • Shortly after, however» the person who 
had been the promoter of his adTancement, mur* 
dered him in his bed, and carried his head to 
Maximin, who received him kindly at firsC, but 
soon put him to a cruel but just death, for his 
oomplicated guilt of treason and treachery. 

These partial insurrections were soon after fol« 
lowed by a spirit of general discontent through* 
out all the empire. The pit>vinees of Africa 
were the first that showed their detestation of 
the tyrant, whose extortions and cruelties among^ 
them were become idsupportidile. They first 
slew his ptxKurator, and afterwardsf reflecting^ 
on Uieir danger, resolved to throw of^l expec** 
tations of pardon, and create a new empennv 
Gordian was then pro-consul of Africa, a person 
of great fame for his virtues, and greatly reve- 
renced lor a blameless life of near eighty years t 
Hfid him they determined to elect. Goniian, at 
first, utteriy refused their offer, alleging his ex- 
treme age, and Maximin's power ; but all his 
opposition was in vain ; they forced him to accept 
the profiered dignity, and he, with his son Gor« 
dian, who was fc»ty«six years of age, were de-' 
clared emperors. Being thus raised contrary 
to his inclinations, the old man immediately 
wrote to the senate, declaring that he had un- 
willingly accepted of the empire, and would 
only keep his authority till he had freed it from 
the tyranny of his present oppressor. The senate 
very joyfidly confirmed his election, adjudging 
Maximin as an enemy and traitor to the state* 
The citizens also, showed -an equal zeal in the. 
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canae ; thqr fleir upcm sacii as Were eren the ]*e* 
puted friends of Maximin, itfid tore them in 
pieces. The senate now resohred to drive their 
oppositioii to the extreme ; and accordingly, made 
all necessaty preparations for their security, or^ 
dered Maximin's governors to be displaced, and 
commandiog ail the provinces to acknowledge 
Gordianfor emperor. This iiijuhction was dtf* 
ferently received in diiFerent pwrts, as people 
were affected to one or the other party : in some 
provinces the governors were slain; in others, 
the messengers of the senate ; so that all parts' 
of the empire felt the consequences of the civil 
war. 

When Maximin was informed of this revo- 
hMioB, his rage appeared ungovernable. He 
roared like a savage beast, and violently struck 
kis head against the wall, showing every instance 
of ungovernable distraction. At length, his 
fury being somewhat subsided, he csdkd his 
whole army together ; and, in a set speech, ex- 
horted them to revenge his cause, giving them 
the strongest assurances, that they should possess 
the estates of all such as had offi^ided. The 
soldiers unanimously promised to be fititbitll ; 
they received his harangue with their usual accla- 
mations; and, thus encouraged, he led them to- 
wards Rome, breathing nothing but slaughter, 
and revenge. However, he found many ob- 
stacles to his impetuosity ; from the disorderiy 
conduct of his army, and the hatred of the cities 
through which he passed, the inhabitants all 
ai>addoning their houses upon his approach, and 
concealing their provisions. Yet, under this com- 
ptication of inconveniences and misfortunes, his 
affairs began to wear a fovouitdble appearance in 
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, AMnttH ^ br C^ptSsm^ the tremor of Nu-^ 
TiMith nkised a bqdy of tioops in hia favour^ 
fcugl^ the. 'youngisr GoixHan, skew hiiaij and de- 
^tro^red h(s amif* Tlie father hearing oi^ the- 
4iMith of hift wouj together with the loss of tha 
bat4e» sUiingM.hifsseif in his own girdie ; and 
Capelianus, pursuing hia. vietoiyy entered Car* 
ttoget wh^re he gave a loose to i^lage and slauglt- 
^^ under a pret«)ce of leven^^g the cause^ 
of Maximin. The news of. these successes was^ 
^Bosk brought to the emperor, who now increas- 
ed his diligenoet and flattered himself with a 
speedy opportunity of i:evenge ; while nothing 
could exceed the const^:iiation of the senate at 
this oonjt}npture» They now saw themselres 
not only depriTod of the assistance of Cordian 
sod his son, xm whom they greatly relied, but 
also opposed* by two foRmtdable tyrants, each 
commanding a victorious army, directly march- 
ing towwis Rome, and meditating noUiing hut 
vfiPgeance. In ^is afflicting exigence, they as^ 
«emble4 with great sdemnity, at the temple of 
J^upitei;^ and after the most mature .deKberation^ 
chose PupienusandBalbinus emperors conjomtly. 
Jhepe were men who ha^ acquived the esteem 
of the publick both in war and peace, having 
commanded armies- and governed provinces with 
gi^at reputt^tion f and being now appointed to 
oppose ,Maximii^ they made what levies, they 
CjDuldf both .in Rome and the country^ .With 
these^ Pupienus -marched to stop the progress of 
the invaders, leaving the ,city to a fresh mdjfitw 
looked-for calamity, occasioned by t«re o^ mW- 
nun's soldiers being slain m the 9fsint|e4iousc;* 
The death of these men <|uick]^. gave^yS^e to 
f}ie body id thp flptorian so){Uers, y^kojf^tmfkff 

ROME.— li. 2 F 
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reaolTed to take revenge, Imt wefe oppmei hy idb^ 
cittoeits ; m that noUiing was seen tbMuglMilt 
Rome Imt tumtdt, alaugliter) and n^. In dii« 
unireTBal con!f»ion the calamkf was incieai^d^ 
bf the soWers setting'tiie ckf on fire^ while ^le 
wretched inhabkants wene a^nbating* eaeh otfae*^ 
in the midM of the fiamesi 
- Neveitheless, Maxiraln himself) in whose ffr-' 
Toar these seditions wefe promoted, did not seeni' 
to be mom fortunate. Upon being informed c^ 
the new election of emperors, his forjr was aga^ 
renewed, and he ^ssed the Alps, entering Itii- 
Ijr, expecting to refresh his ^gi!ied and' fionish- 
«d ttrvtty hi that fertile part of the countrjr: ' Bttt 
in this he was entirely ifisaippointed ; the senate^ 
had token sneh care tb remoVe an kinds of sus^ 
tfcnance to fortified J)laces, ' that he still found 
himself reduced to his former necessities, whHe 
his army began to murmur for want. To ^is 
another disappointmem was added shordy after $ 
fie» approaching the city of Aqufleia, which he 
expected to enter without any difficult, he was 
aatonished to §hd rt prepared for the most ob- 
scinalte resistance, and reserved to Mid out a re« 
gnlar siege; under two extrellent generals, Crirf* 
I»nus and Menophihts,' who had so well fymish^' 
ed it with men and ammunition, that Maximih 
found fio ftniall rtelitantde, eteh'itv invesOng^'the 
place. His fi^t attempt vrasi t6 take the city hf 
storm ; but tht besiegcif ihtcW down such quail* 
'idties 'rf acAlding pitch and sulphur uponhH 
80ldia% tliat? &ey were unable to continu^ ^e 
aittatiit. He thten deterwaiied upon a bfeckade ; 
but the inhaMtihutb •♦rere %b reso^itc, that er€tk 
Ihe M wi^' and- chiWreri were seen combating 
!<he walls, wl^ '^b^-^umtktr^'tM off'theif 
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Mky !t6 fbilii«ii: the sdcHers #fth': bow;striii|;sfc 
JMaaoinMA'a i»9e j^ this unezpectsd oppogidoiiy 
ImeF BO booncb : having no enemy to wreak hit 
jvmgMSiM upoiit he twied it i^^ainst his own 
commanders; msmj of wfaom he put to deaths 
Jss if .tbe.r cky bad held oqt tiuougfa their neglect 
or JDcapacitj. Notim)|p tiow appeared on either 
Me to decide, the ooii|best^ except the total de- 
struction of one of th^m ; .but a mutiny in Mask 
imhV own armyy for some^ time rescued the 4e* 
^lining empire from deStauction, and saved tht 
iiyes ^ thousands* The soldiers being long 
hacassad. by famine and iKtigue, and hearing of 
^eevnks on every sidev resolved to termingiite theif 
itfdainities by. the 'tyn|ht!lft death. His greitt 
atoengthfaad being aiwafs:armed^ vrcve, at firsl^ 
liM» |M»Bcipai tnotives^to deter anfy from assassinate 
isgJtim; but at i^igth having made his ^ -^ 
I^Mfds accomplices in tfadr design, they 238. 
set tipon himf ' while he slept at noon in ^^ q^ 
]^is tent» and slew both him and his son» 9B6u* 
sehooa he had. made his parineriin the ^m* 
{Hre^ without any opposition, and threw thei^ 
busies, .to ths dogs. Thus died this vefy re- 
viafkable man, i^er a idoody rcsgn of about 
three years, and in thb uxty4Mi year Of his age; 
His assiduity when in & hunible station, and 
Us enudty when in powier, serve to evince that 
there are sonus meii whose virtues are fitted for 
obscutky, as there are others who only show 
themsdves great whea placed in an; exalted 



Pu{Henus.and Balbinuscentinued for some time 
to discharge the duties of their station, without 
<^poaijUon ; but the pnetoriam soldiers^ who had 
teng fasennotoriotts^for mutiny and treason, soon 
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raohed m iisrtber cfaangc. Nor HA tiife ^M- 
aentioDs between the new made empeiw. tlie»#* 
aehres « little contribote to their downM; for 
Ihoagii both were remarkable for wisdom and 
i^C) yet they could not restnon the mutual jea^ 
Imisy of each other's power. Pupienas daimed 
the superiority from his great eaqieeience ; while 
Balbinua was equally aspirings upon account oC 
lua fiui^y and fortune. : 

In this ill-judged coBleat, the pnatorian aoldiersi 
who were the enemies of both, set upon them in 
their palace, at a time when their guards weiic 
•mused with seeing the Capitoline games. Pa^ 
•pienusy perceiving, their tumultuous approadv^ 
nent, with the utmost speed, for assistmKe fitai 
Us colleague ; but he» out of a co^mble sow*' 
inctOD, that something ^iite designed hgaiaatfaim^^ 
self, refused his aid till too late to aviulekher: 
Thus the seditious soldiers found an easy Aooes^ 
to the apartments of both, aiid draggiag them 
from the.palade towards the camp, Snmiedittt^ 
<fiftpatched them ^ leaving their dead bodiea in the 
streets* 

In the midst of this seditioBy as the ■mt meos 
were proa»ediBg,atotig,'by accidoM they met 
Gordian, the graiMlBoii. of him who was slain in 
Africa, and declared him emperor on the.spce. 
The seniute and people had been long redAioed to 
the necessity of sufiRering their emperors^to bemw 
minated by the army, so that all they could ^ 
in the presettt insUmce, was to confirm tfaehr 
choice. This prince was no more than sixteen 
years iM when he began his rei^, but his vir- 
tues seemed to coiiipensate for his want of expe^ 
rience* His principal aims were, to imite the 
opposing mendbers t^ the govetmnent^ and td 
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Ul&karDing i« said to lutve been equal. to his 
^irtiifig; and we ait^ assured that he had sixty- 
!twp thoiVHUid books ki his library* liis respect 
^r Misith»u^} his governor and instructor) was 
^M«^.^]t j^ DO^uried his dai^ghtert and profited 
by his counsels, in all the critical circuiustances 

The. first four years of this emperor-s reign 
^ere attended with the utmost prosperity ; but 
jin |J^ fifth) .he was alanped .with accounts from 
the East) that SapoFi king of Pei*sia) had lanously 
ju^faded t^^ confines of the Roman empire, and 
^^Tiag takea Antioc|i» had pillaged Syria^ and 
jsdl the adjaqent provinces. Besides the Persiansj 
Ibe Got)M( also invaded the empire on their side^ 
fKMirii^ down liiLe an inundation from thc^4]M9Kt^ 
juad attentpting ta £x their residence in the iin§^ 
<lonil. of Thnuse* To oppose both these inra^ons, 
jGoidiatt assembled an army ; and having gained 
^m& yiUo^es over the GoUm, whom he obliged 
fo retif%.;he turned his arpoia against the Persiani, 
whom hc^ also defeated,, and forced to returi;! 
^iQ^af .with disgrace* In obtaining the^ advajt^ 
p^Sf^Sf Misithaeus, whom he had made prxtorlan 
^^S^tf had, the principal share j his wisdona 
idinpct^d to suu^es^ and bm courage insured it* 
^i|t he dying saon after, as it is supposed of 
jPOiftPOf admi^iatev^d by Philip, an Ara^an, who 
jipatappcun^ed his successor^ the fortunes of Gor* 
<^ap ^awe^* ; The anay begEm to be no longef* 
«i^plied with provision as usual; murmurs were 
j^eard to prefai), and these were artfully fbnient- 
j^d by Philip. Things thus .proceeded from bad 
•to worse : PhiUp was, at first, made equal in the 
*oownan4 of the ^mpire^, shortly jafter, he waa 
2F2 
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Inyested with the sole power; and, at lengths 
finditig himself capdsle of perpetrating hn fc^* 
meditated ctudty, Goidian was slab by his order, 
in the twenty-second year of his agcj after a sue* 
cessfol reign of nearly six yeurs, in which he had 
done much to metit renpectj and litde to deserve 
censure. 
j^ -Q Plufip having thus <]Uspat«died his be* 

344. ne&ctor, was immediately acknow)e(%ed 
emperor by the army, wiien about fbWf 

^ * years of age. The senate also, though 
they seemed at first to oppose his power» 
confirmed his elecdon, and gave him> as nsual^ 
«he title of Augustus. Upon his exaltatiofi, 
lie associated his soft, a boy of ^x ycsats of ag^ 
lis his paitner in the empire ; and, in older to se^ 
cin*e his power at home, made peace witli the 
Persians,' and marched his army towards Home. 
•On his way, having conceived a deaire-to visit his 
native country of Arabia, he buttt diefca dty ^c&K 
led PhiKSsopolis ; and from thenceri^fommg to 
Rome, he was received as emperor, and'tnsated 
with all the matks of submission ^i%h not of 
joy. In order, however, to put the people mto 
-good^humour, he caused the secuto games to be 
celebrated, with a magnificence superior to any 
of his predecessors, it being just a thousand years 
from the building df the city. «Upen occMon of 
these games, it is sard that both PhiHp and Us 
son were converted tot>hi4*tfanity ; but a m*iiv 
derer, as well as an ungratfefid ustnper, ea* >d6 
iittle honour to any faith. - f 

From the wretched and nMitifiled histories of 
the 'feres we further learn that the Goths^ re- 
newing their invasions, Mioittiisj Philip^ MefN 
tenant^ who was sent against lh«Ri> tfti^^Mi^md, 
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tmmsdhktnn^ to be dctkrod ismpefon l^hki 

0eietiHXij howeyer, was b^ of short duration | 

fyr the arm^r whidi had ftdaed htm* repenting of 

their rafthnestfy deposed Mid put him to deathtf 

Decias was appointed by Philip to command the 

wrmf whieb 'had been f^t}^ c^ this revolt. He 

was a man of great subtilty ; and being thus \h^ 

tnialed with so itmch power, Upon arriving at 

tke armyi ibund that the ^(^(Uers were resoiired 

4k> ininest htm with the supreme authority. He 

thcfefbfe seemed to suffer their importunities^ 

■s if VhfOugh constraint; and, in the mean time) 

SKMde professions to Pfailipi that he had unwilr 

Ha^y assumed the titie of emperor, the better 4o 

secure it to the rightfol possessor ; addingt that 

he <mly looked for a convenient opportunity of 

giving up his pretensions and title together: 

Philip, however, knew mankind too well to b^ 

cajoled by such artifices: he therefore got t^ 

gecher What forces he could, from the several 

previiicesy ahd led Uiem- forward towards the 

oonfines' of Italy. However^ the army was 

ecMrody arrived at Verona, when it revolted in 

fevoMfr of DeciuB, and setting violently upon 

Phffip, one of the sentinds at a blow ciett his 

headintw^D* 

Such was- the deserved death of Philip, in the 
Ibfty^fth year of his age, Ator a reign of about 
#ve years^ 

' The acliinty and wisdom of Deoius, who ^ ^' 
tiMtwitl^nooppo6itioninhisdaims,seem- 249.' 
ed in some measure to stop the hastening • 
-dedineof the Roman emigre. The senate thou^t 
^eo highly of hh merits, that they voted htm not un* 
•feftor to Trajan ; and indeed, he seemed in -evenf 
ioatMce, ti^consuk their .dignity in pavticular> and 
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the wri«iveW.iltf (tiv^'i^femr imto of ffmh^ 
Among QthpT conoes&ionA) he^ permitted them U> 
ekct a G«Baarr iu» wa» tbe ci|stom in tk» flom^sb- 
ifi^ t\mm of Rome; and VakriaO) hia.^^iul». 
a man of such strtct n¥)rs|lS) that his .lifo was 
«ud tQ be a pootqiual. ceo^osrshljiy waa>abas^r¥4 
Uiatdignity* 

, BMt DO vii^liiMcq^aow.pireveiit.thieapiQi^Mi^ 
bg dowiM pf tbe .^tat^;, the obstinate 4ia|]Hi(e9 
btlweeA the Pagananndthe Christi^i^ wi|thMi:th# 
empilCf and the ^eea9ti)g imiixtious of t^Art^acws 
pationa from M^tChout^ t^^&ebled it beyead. th« 
poms ^.a r^ned^r. .. To ^Ymk th«$ef. aa it wan 
HMy hoft^ a fttrtQaspufnecutipn of the.Qhria^ 
tia08| who were.Qow grpwa th^ most.nan^i^n^^ 
\»df of the people, .wa9 begun.; in, which tkoik* 
pands were put to.deaih, and all the artsof aniel^ 
t^ io&tgectuaUy.Uried W k«iea their growing 
liiimber9* ... 

. This impoUtick and unj<i»t peFae«utioii.>wa6.suc* 
aeeded by a draadAildevaai^tioii fnM» (he tioAsi 
ptcticuUrly Iql Thrace, and Moesia. Theflis. ir^ 
niptiona Delias, "weaft. ta xiippoM in parson, aad 
o«aung to an ei^gag^ynetiti slew thuty.tfioyaaiwt 
iif the barbariaita in one^ battle. At» Imffb^ 
lK>wever, he was led, by the treach/t^ of GfiUiub 
Ub olfrn general, into a defile, where the JMog of 
Ibo Goths hadaecuet ^^fomiatiim ito attiM)i.himf 
In this disadvantageous situation, Deciu^* £9$! 
iiaw.his(4tia lulled witK aa ariQW, .and soon after 
lus whole army, totally .put -to the rout; wd 
then, in an agony of de^air, ihe put apiw» to 
lib horse, and iast^iiay pluagiog into a .^uagr 
jfeare».was awsUowed iip< He:.diedin th< fiftieth 
yearxif his age» aftera short re^gn of two yoiiiv 
jmd <«Si BlMithv iMwg . tfa(: cbam0tar. 9! .^mumt 
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eMm% {whieerh^d ftt been ceiBed to pcmtrkf 
htt|>t>ier times. 1 • 

The treacherous Galltis had suflfieient ^ j^^ 
address to get hitn»elf declared emperor 251. 
li^'thttt part of '^he ftmif which suniYed _. ^ 
tlie d^efhtt'hi^ had oeeasiofied^ bndhis title ^Aq4' ' 
was ttequie«c^ irt by senate ted people. - 
Ike-' WMt fei^fite years old w^n he began to 
reign, and was descended • from an honourable 
filinil^ in' RmieC Ht was tftie ln«t who boaglK 
a dldhonourable peace frtam the enemies of Che 
liGate, agreeing to pay a considerable annual tri- 
Imte tb ^e Gothsy to puK^se their fbrt)earMide'; 
mad- hi»Ft%'4hus dbtained a short reoiisskfi fromr 
^Wt^ Hy tlie disgrace ^f Ms cou^tryi he iMunitocI 
id Heme) to give a loose to his- pieasnres, re>^ 
gai^ilesi of the duties of hi»sttttiofi. ' 

N^ftkig-can^be mbte dej^HbrMt than ^e* s«a«tf 
of the Roman provinces at this petiod. Th€F 
GothS) and oth^f barbarbus nations, ntit se!ti6(ied 
^i4lfe^ their late br^>e^ to -oontinoe ih peade, nish** 
c4- like a tdrrent tipon ^the eastern iparbi of B^ 
i«^. On the other si^l^ the Per«iliifs>aMl Scy^ 
tUaita cofntlVilf^d ti!hheard-^f iliv^ges itt Ma^ 
si^oflttiiafMftd^SfHav The fetiipemr^ i ^r dife sy 
tf every -iialtorial cidamit^, wa^ldst in debaHcii 
and sensuiftlity^at'lMmie; and the'Pagans ivere 
pftntAttit^ to persecute *Hi« GhrisilaiMJ| Without i«-< 
strakii. These calamities wate succeeded by tf 
dreadfol pbs^ence, ^vhieh it s^ems^ sp»6a4 o«sr 
•very part oftiietcarth, aftd ednthiued mgftg fbi^ 
ieverai years: and, as If ^ese . accumulated iihf 
bad not been enCMigh, a dvil war foHow«d short-i 
ly after, btt^ieen Galtus and Ms'gc^ral ^mi-^ 
Hamm, wha having gained cf vktory ovef* ^e< 
Goth% . W9mt fwoclalmed empett)ri> by hU- 
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cd from the intoadcation of pleasiirey foxivpi)^ 
pared u>^pgoB» hi^dBBgennisjrUaL Botih armies 
Diet in M«aia9 aod abattk eoBued) ia.whicb 
JEmiliamui waa^victoiipusi apd Q^Uiitf. witl^ hts 
ton, were (lain- Hp died in, lAie fiartyr^avjI^igAt 
year' of bis iige^ af^r a disgracpfiiJ. neign oi tw# 
vfaitt and four ni«H^h% ip, which the^^iiium «#. 
$sred ini9iq|r«f»pibk pio^iQiy^ > ... / . 
H^, p . i^miUanu% after his yif:^^^^ Qver Gal^ 

. but the senate r^foa^d; to ack|H>yirtedg;e! 
^i> claims s ^nd an armjr w)iich ^ras »»6oooJI 
imr tJUe AJpst f^boiB^ Valeriim, their ^^mki^^m^. 
ptMidery. $q succeed, to.t^ Uupne.. Iji icww^ 
quence of thiis, iE;c|iil]iUHis'i| qoldiors \ms^ tm 
consider their .geiiml 9fi.m Q^to^fe la th^mif*^ 
y^ryal tr^aqniliitjr, and slew:Umi:in <mler to 
fkVDid tbe mischief oC a civil: wttr^ 
. Valed^n being thus Dniyerq^f-aiskiioirle^cri 
a^aiBpe^i^xt^Qugb amiredatljIiQ »t« pC t^veBQ^ 
tf^ about i:? IJKiniiig :ti^p ^^9/^ w^ a n^mt Ihjift 
a^em^ to mai^ a g^ fnind and unabiUx^ 
vi|i|iu>. Bu^jp^foipiai^ ¥HU| nfV.:^i^efHM.|iJk 
mfM na^^fwAc^l^} vMie disputes, faetwmo ^tu^ 
rag«9s apd C)iia«tiaQs divided th^ fxmpH^. tOk 
kfibfiti «Dd a di|e|M^l,pm9CUIIiioi» pC^^ laMK 
cn#^»ed. Tlie. Wftheni. Daiiqjis oyernnu^ the J^ 
inan doin^ipiis ia « more fofnjdiible imlBcr 
ft})aa ever ; and the .<i^re,b«gw .fo foe ttsusped 
by a onuUtfidlB pf petty leaders,. ^$ish of whwoy 
tt^lecti^g tbd gen^ffd in^fiiresta o{ the. st^tis^ sel^ 
up for hinMeU: To.fUld loth^ese catol»itie% the. 
Penwis, undev thqir <king S»port inmdedSirns^ 
afid eoming um Mesopotamia, took, the m^erw 
tUAi^e Valerian prisof^ri ^ hei.W4» nulBing.pi3BK 
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pUmkmi Bi ko'OfpOHi them* . lIMbaiag tan cscceckt 
the ind%iiitiet, as well as the ciiiekks, which 
were^practiied aputi tlwi> unhappy laoMorhy ia 
his captivity. Sapor, we are told, always used 
IHfn at a ibolg(D0l f(» Untfuncing his horse ; and, 
adding tlie> bitterness of ri^cule to his insuks) 
mmoMy ofc^served, << that sach an attitude was the 
htBt statue that could be erectedtn honour of his 
tictory.*' This horrid life of insult and suffei^ 
M»oe continued for seven yeani, and was at length 
tertfiinated, by the cruel' Persian's commanc&ig 
hSs prisoner's eyes to be plucked out, and afier^ 
watts' causing him to be flead alifve, when his 
aldn '^^hA dyed red, and exposed in a temple, te 
tlie ignominy, of the Roman nkme, aild the elev- 
iHd dfsgi^e of Sapor. 

Ko sooner had Valerian been taken j^ j^ 
|>fisoner, than Galienuis, his son, pnimis- 2^.' 
ingto revenge the tRsiilt^ was chosen em« 
^eror, being then about forty-one years old. 
HdWeter,'he soen discbvered that he sought m^ 
tHer his own gratificatioin than the liberation ctf 
hIS'&ther, 0r toils <^ empire ; for/ after hating 
d^%f%hiT)Wn Ing^nuas, who'had assumed the title 
rf emperor, he sfct down, as if fetigtied with 
conquest, and gave himself up to ease and hncury. 
White the em|Mre was affiktedthroughdutwith 
pestilence andfemine; while the Gernians ovet^ 
nm Rhseda t while the Allemans washed Gaul ; 
while ^te Goths, the Quiu}], and Sarmatians, 
pollired forth frord their forefsts, and carried de- 
toiatibn ev^ where, Galienus remained in the 
dtmost tranquilitty at Rome, invent^ tiew 
pleasures, b^ehirtg among prpstitiites, and divert- 
ing himself among mimicks, parasites, and buf- 
foons. When informed of the loss of -his pm» 
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vincea^ er tlieatkaatie^ of the «Me, h^wforiif 
answered with a jest; and in a short tune hia 
own power was little more tfaaa a mere mpd^ 

, Indeed) no less than thirtf poetenders w^^ 
seen contending with, each .other for;the dof 
minion of the statct and adding tbe caJamitiea 
of ciinL war to the nest of the tnisfortiines of this 
•devoted empire* These are genertiUy known m 
historf by the name or the Thirty Tyrants. His- 
^oiiaas aie divided as. to their number, names, 
ma± pretensioBs; it (Mily appears, in the iU* 
«figested accounts of these times, that they were 
«iDt ail contemporary, but succeeded eadh other 
•whenever they found an opportunity of asserticig 
their pretensions* It will be needless to dilate 
upon accounts, and chamcters, that have nothing 
very remarkaUe to preserve them from oblivion j 
jior are. their names worthy ^ being recorded* 
. Suffice it to remark, that a state hantssed.by 
a^h a number of clashing Inten^ts, and ininucal 
furmiesy was in the most dreadful situsUion ; and 
accordingly we £nd through all parts of the em* 
pive, nothing but rapine, murdeiv and deso- 
lation i the gQvemme^ like a mighty mill, 
droi)^g by x>iece-meal on the heads, of those it 
was originally raised to project, and threatening 
every mpmeot universal destruction. In this 
geneml calamity, Galienus, tbc^gh at first seem- 
.iogly imensiM^ was, at l^ngUi, obUged, for 
his own private, security, to ^«Jke. th^ fie^d, and 
4ed an aroay to besi^pge the city, of Milan, which 
^ad been taken, by ope of the thirty usurping 
tyrants. It was tli^i^ he i^as slain by his own 
^di^rs, through the intrigues of M^^rtian^ . who 
iiad conspir^ ag^nst hUn* 
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The death of Cktlienas gave a general y^ ^ 
luitis^Ection to all) except his soldiers, who 253. 
hoped to reap the reward of their treaoh- 
cry by the plunder of Milan. But being jngi 
frustrated in these expectations, and, in 
socne measure, kept within bounds, by the lar- 
gess^ of Martian, they nominated Flavius Clau- 
tiius emperor, and his title was joyfully confirm- 
ed by the senate and the people. 

Of the parentage and country of Claudius, no« 
thing is certainly known ; but whatever they 
might be, hb merits were by no means doubtful- 
He was a man of g^at valour and conduct, having 
jperfbrmed the most excellent services against the 
Gbths, who had long condnued to make their ir- 
im)tions into the empire. He was now about 
filty-five years old, equally remarkable for the 
Mj«ffgth df his body and the vigour of his miqd ; 
he was chaste and temperate, a rewarder of the 
good^and a severe punisher of such as transgress* 
ed the laws. Thus endowed, he in some mea- 
sare arrested the decline of the empire, and once 
more seemed to restore a portion of the glory of 
Rome. ' 

f His first success, upon being made emperor, 
was against Aureolus, an usurper of the empire, 
Hdiom he defeated near Milan. His next ex- 
pedition was to oppose the Goths, against whom 
he led a very numerous army. These baH3a- 
nans had made their principal and most success- 
fol irruptions into Thrace and Macedonia, swarm- 
ed over all Greece, and had pillaged the famous 
city of Athens, which had long been the school of 
the polite arts to the Romans themselves. The 
Goths, however, had no veneradon for those em% 
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beUishi|ieot$,tbat ^end tp softei^afid {iuniiini|B^tlie 
m\nd, biit destroyed all monuments of taste anjd 
learning; with the most savage alacrity* . It was 
upon one of these occasions, that, having be.aped 
togetfcel' a large' pile of books, in or^er to burn 
thorn, one of their comm^ders dissuaded the^^ 
from the design, alleging^ " that the time which 
the Greci£Ui3: wasted on b^ok^, rendered them tliQ 
less fit foi* war."" But it was not only Jn, Greecej 
but also in almost eVery quarter, that the ernrpire 
seemed to totter on its base* At the same tim^ 
above tlu*ee hundred thousand of the Heruli, the 
Trutangi, the Virturgi, and many nameless ai}4 
uncivilized nations, came down the riyer Damib^ 
with two tliousand ships, fraught with men ^g 
ammiunition, spreading tenx>r and devastation •oq 
cv«y side. 

In this state of ui^i versa! dismay, Claudius alone 
seemed to continue unsliaken. He marched M^ 
disproportioned army against the savage jnvadersi 
and though but ill-prepared for engaging with 
them, he came off victorious^ and naade an incre* 
dible slaughter of . the enenay. The whole of 
theit* great army was either cut to pieces or takc^ 
prisoners ; houses were filled with their artns, 
and scarcely was there a province of the empire 
that was not furnished with slaves, from. tho^G 
that survived the defeat. 

These successes were followed by many others 
in different par.ts of the empii-e ; so that the 
Goths, for a considerable time, made bul^a. feeblct 
opposition. ; 

Some time after, Claudius n;)arched aghast the 
revolted Germans, and overthrew them, with 
Qpnsiderable slaughter. Hi^.last expedition was 
to oppose Tetricus and ^enobia, t\is two mpst 



d by Google 



pbwebful rivals' in the ftifipiVt ; liut on his marcli,' 
£te he a))pr&ached near the city Sirtimum, inPan- 
nonia, he was seized with a pestilential fever, oP 
which he died in a-fewidays, to the great regret 
of his subjects, and the irreparable loss of the* 
Rot<ian empire. His reign, which was not* -bf 
qoite two years continuance, was active mid sucv 
cessful ; and ^uch id the character ^ivcn of him 
1^ historians, that he is said to have uiiitcd in' 
biihself, the n>ocleration of Augustus, the valour 
of Trajan, and the 'piety of Antoninus. 
' Immediately after the laniented death ^ ^ 
of Claudius, the anny made choice of 2V0.* 
Aurelian, Who was at that time master xj(^ 
6f the horse, and esteemed the most va- ig^ , 
Kant commander of "lits titne* IfowevArj 
his promotion was not without apposition ort the 
part of the senate, as Quintillius, the brother of 
the deceased emperor, put in his claim, and was 
fepr a while acknowledged at Rome. But hrs- 
ilnithority was of \*ery short duration i for find- 
ing;' Tiimself abandoned by those who at 6f st insti- 
gated him to declare for the throne,.. he pre- 
sented the severity of his rival, by a voluntary 
death. 

■ AureKan being now universally acknowledged 
by all the states of the empire, assumed tlie com- 
mand with a greater share of power than his 
predecessors had for some time enjoyed. He 
Was bom of mean and obscure parentage in 
Dacia, and was about fifty-five yeai-s old at the 
time of his coming to the throne. The early 
part of his life he had spent in the army, and 
had risen through all the gradations of mifitary 
duty. He was of unshaken courage and'amaz* 
ing strength j for in one single engagement, he 
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lulled forty of the enemy with his Own hand, 
and i^x>ve nine hundred at several different 
times. 

. The whole ^f this enterprising monarch's reign 
was spent in repressing the irruptions of the 
northern nations, in humbling every other pre- 
tender to the empire^ and punishing the mon- 
strous irregularities of his own subjects* He 
defeated the Marcomanni, a fierce and terr3)le 
nati(»i of Germany, that had invaded Italy, 
in three several engagements ; and at length to* 
tally destroyed the whde army* He was no less 
successful against Zenobia, the queen of the 
East, a woman of the most heroick qualifications^ 
. who had long disclaimed the Roman power, and 
^'StaijKfthed an ei»pi|«t of her owm To oppose 
tbis exu-aordinary woman, Aurelian pass^ y% 
army over into Asia^ and surmounting all th^ 
obstructions that were opposed against him, he 
at length sat down before Tyanna, a city of Cap- 
padocia, which seemed resolved to hold out 
against him, and actually, for some time, stop*' 
ped his prepress. The unexpected obstinacy of 
the besieged served not a little to enrage the 
emperor, who was naturally precipitate and fo- 
rious* He vowed, that upon taking the city, he 
would so punish the inhabitants as not to leave 
^ dog alive among them. After some time the 
city was taken ; and when his whole army ex- 
pected the plunder of so wealthy a place, and 
reminded him of his former protestations, he 
restrained th^ir impetuosity, and only ordered all 
the dogs in the place to be destroyed* He after<i 
wards pretended that he was restrained from 
satiating his resentment on the inhabitant^, by 
an apparition of the famous Apollonius, whQ 
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Wttrned him not to destroy his birth-^place. Thb 
excuse was no doubt fictitious ; but we can easitj^ 
pardon falsehood, when it is brought to the aid 
of humanity. 

From Tyanha he marched to meet the enemy, 
Who waited his approach, near the city of Emesa 
in Syria. Both armies were very powerful ^nd 
numerous : the one trained up linder the most 
valiant leaderof his time ; the othier led on by a 
woman who seemed bom to control the pride 
of man. The battle was long and obstinate ; 
victory for some time inclined to the side of the 
Asiaticks ; but the perseverance of Aurelian's ge- 
i^erals at last carried the day ; and Zenobia was 
obliged to fly- to Palmyra for safety. The con- 
queror soon pursued her thither, and did all in 
his power to induce her submission ; but the 
haughty queen refused his proffered terms of life 
and security with scorn, relying on the succours 
which she expected from thePeraians, the Sara- 
cens, and the AraienianB. However, Aurelian's 
diligence surmounted every obstacle ; he inter- 
cepted the Persijui auxiliaries and dispersed them ; 
the Saracens shared the same fate ; and the Ar- 
menians were, by plausible promises, induced to 
espouse hb interest. Thus Zenobia, deceived in 
her expected succours, and despairinjg; of relief, 
attempted to escape into Persia, but was taken 
ih her flight. The city of Palmyra likewise 
submi^d to the conqueror; and Longinus, 
Jthe celebrated critick, and secretary to the queen, 
was by Aurelian's order put to death, which he 
met widi a sublimity equal to his wrilings. • Ze-' 
nobia was reserved to gr^e his tviumph, arid was 
afterwards allotted such lands, and such an in« 
oofne^ as served to maintain her in almost all her 
former splendour. 2 G 2 
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Aurelian baviog thus restored i>9ace to tlit 
empire, endeavoured, by-the strictest justice^ to 
bring back virtue also. He was very rigid in 
punishing the crimes of the soldiery ; and took 
care that the peasantry should not be plundered, 
upon any pretence, of the smallest article of their 
property. 

In executing justice, he frequently degenerat- 
ed into cruelty ; but the vices of the times, in 
tome measure, required it. In the punishments 
be inflicted on the guilty, or those who were re- 
puted so, the Christians were shaiers. Against 
these he drew up several letters and edicts, prepa* 
latory to a very severe persecution ; but, if we 
may believe the credulous hbtorians of the times^ 
he was d^erred, just as he was going to sig^ 
them, by a thunderbolt, which fell so near hia 
person, that his escape was judged miraculous. 

But, however Heaven might have interposed 
on this occasion, it is certain, that his severitidSf 
at last# were the cause of his destruction. Me* 
nestheus, his principal secretary, having been 
threatened by him, began to consider ^w he 
might elude the premeditated blow. For thja, 
purpose he forged a roll of the names of several 
persons, whom he pretended the empercM* had 
marked out for death, adding his own> to 
strengthen him in the confidence of the party. 
The scroll, thus contrived, was shown with au 
air of the utmost secrecy to some of the persona, 
concerned; and they, to procure their safety, 
immediately agreed with him to destroy the em* 
peror. This resolution was soon put into exe- 
cution: for, as Aurelian passed with a small 
guard, from Uraclea in Thrace, towards Byzan* 
tium, the conspirators set upon him, ami put 
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hxta to death. He was slain in the si&tieth) orj 
as some say, the sixty-third year of hisage> after 
a very active reign of almost five years. 

The death of Aurelian was so unexpect- ^ jj 
ed, and he had taken ofiTsuch a number of 2T6. 
competitors ,that no one would now ven- 
ture to declare himself a candidate i and on the 
other side, the senate declined it ; so that a space 
of near eight months elapsed in the interchange 
of mutual deference. At length, however, the 
senate made choice of Tacitus, a man of great 
merit, and no way ambitious of the honours 
that were offered him. Upon being solicited to 
accept the empire, he at first refused, and retire^ 
to his country-house in Campania, to avoid 
their impoitunities ; but being at length pre- 
vailed upon, he accepted the reins of govern- 
ment, being at that time seventy-five years 
old. 

One of the first acts of his government was 
to punish those who had conspired against the 
late emperor ; particularly Menestheus, who was 
impaled alive, and his body thrown to wild 
beasts. During this reign, the senate seem to 
b^ve exercised a considerable share of authority. 
Upon endeavouring to obtain the consulship for 
his brother Probus, the senate reused their con- 
sent ; at which he seemed no way moved, but 
csdmly remarked, that they best knew whom to 
choose. This moderation prevailed in all the 
rest of his conduct: he was extremely tempe- 
rate; his table was plain, and furnished with 
nothing expensive ; he even prohibited his em- 
{Mress from wearing jewels, and forbade the use 
of gold and embroidery. He was fond of learn- 
ing, and the memory of such men as had def> 
served well of their country ; particularly the 
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works of his; namesake Tacitus^* the histonan^ 
were greatly honoured by him. He commancj'- 
ed that they should be placed in every publick 
library throughout the empire,' and. that m*any 
copiM of them should be transcribed dt the pub- 
fick char^. 

A reign begun \fHh such moderation and jus- 
tice^ only wanted continuance to have made the 
empire happy ; but after enjoying the empire 
about six months, he di^ of a fever in his march 
to oppose the Persians and Scythian^, who had 
invaded the eastern parts of the empire. 

On the demise of Tacitus, the army seemed 
divided in the choice of an emperor,; one part of 
It chose Florian, brother to the deceased, .but the 
majority were for some time undetermined* 
They alleged, in their conferences with each 
other, the necessity of electing one eminent for 
valour, honesty, piety, clemency, and probity; 
but the last virtue being that chiefly insisted 
upon, the whole army, as if by common con^ 
sent, cried out, that Probus should be emperor. 
He was accordingly confimr^ in this dignity, 
with all the usual solemnities ; and Florian, his 
opponent, finding himself deserted, even by 
those legions who had promised to stand up in 
his support, opened his arteries, atid bled to 
death. ^ 

Probus was forty-four years old when he 
ascended the throne ; he waiii bom of qoble pa- 
rentage at Sirmiumin. Pannonia, and bred up ^ 
a soldier from his youth. He began 'earfy to 
distinguish himself for his discipline and vafour; 
being freiquently the first man that, in b^^ieging 
towns, scaled Ae walls# or that burst mto the 
enemy's camp. ^ Hewos equidly remsirkablefor 
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single combats, and saVifig the lives of nmtif 
emihetit citizens. Nor were his activity and 
courage, when elected to the empire, less ap^ 
parent than in his 'private station* Every year 
now produced only new calatmities to the empire ; 
and fresh inruiitions. on. every side threatened 
universal .desobition; to oppose which, all the 
ahUkies of Prohiis were ' scarcely sufficient* He 
hastenody however, with an army to repress the 
Germans in Gaul, of «^bom he slew four hun» 
dred thousand. He then ttiarched into Dal- 
puLtw^ to. oppose and subdue .the Sarmatians* 
Ftom thence be led his forces into Thrace, and 
compelled the Goths to sue for peace. He afler« 
wards turned his arms towards Asia, subdued 
^province of Isauria ; and, marching onwards^ 
conquered the people called the Elemii, who, 
leaving their native forests of JEthiopKia, had 
possessed themselves of Ambia and Judaea. NSu^- 
sius also, the king of Persia, submitted at his 
approach ; and upon bis return into Euitope, he 
^^ded the d^)optdated. parts of Thrace among 
ita btitftennis invaders :<rrd cucumstance that 
afteranu^ds produced great calahiitteii in the em-> 
piret 

: The diligence of Probus . was not less con- 
spicuous in suppressing intfestii^ commotions. 
Satumhis, being compelled by the Egyptians to 
deolate himsdf emperor, was.defeated and slain. 
{roculus. also, a person rentarkable only for his 
great attachment to women, set .up against the 
<imperor, but being compelled to fly, was at 
length delivered, up by the Germans. At the 
same. time Bono6us> eqiJially remarkable . as a 
votary to Bsycchus, rebelled, and, being over- 
oomc) hanged hiasself in despair. Probus, when 
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ke 9i^ liim^ Imiriediatelf after his death, tim\& 
tiot avoid pointing at -the body, and ^saying, 
f^ TlMoe baiigs sot a inah> but a bottle." But 
•tin, notwithstanding every effGirt to give quiet 
to the empire,^ the faltfbarians who surrounded 
\H% kept it in continual jalarms. The Goths dnd 
Vandals, finding the emfieipr engaged in quelle 
idg domestick difipQiiBSy: renewed tbeir aeoustom* 
•d inroadSf and once soo^e felt the puntshmfent 
of their prewimpdon* They were conquered in^ 
several engs^'mentB, and Probus returned in tri-J 
lunph to Rome* His active temper,- howeter, 
iRQiild not 'Buffor him to continue at rest while 
he had an enemy led to conquer. In -his tast 
topedition, he led hissoldieTs^agf^ifiit'ttke Peis 
siias; and going. tUrongh Simiium^ the place^' 
of his .iiativity^, ht Ihere esnployed several th6Q-> 
tends, of his soldfors ia •drainifig afenthatwaa 
ioc&turaodiods to the inhabitants. The latlguea 
•f thia dndortakiag,' and tHe great mtracSiit tfiat 
was. ii^d vfiopi the litentbos manners k>f tlie «0)i) 
^leffs, praduced a conspiracy, which 'endbd in hfiir 
Duin. The sofcHevs, tidying their oppoitonity i»' 
he was marching into Greece^ slew him, after hie 
had reigned six years and four months, with*ge^ 
neral af^x*obadon« Aa an instance of the esteem 
which even his.rebelUou&army h^d for hint, thejr 
erected him a sumptuous mfmusnem with this epi^ 
taph-**^^ Here fies the emperor Probus, truly de« 
^ serving the name ; a subduer of barharians, and^ 
^ a c6Qquerorof tisurpers." 
^ -Q Carus, Who was praetorian prefect to the 
239. deceased emperor, was chosen by the army 
^ U 'to succeed hun ; and, in ordet* to strength* 
^^^ ' en his authoiity, he'uMted his two sons, 
' Carinas and Numerism^ withhim in ooai^ 



d by Google 



mmd ; ' the-fopnier (^ wlMiitf wm ad niiich Huffied 
hy bis vices5 a« the ymtfigep was t^ematicxiblc ^ 
Jals yirtues; ixiodettf, and ccmra^. The ne^ 
eooperocifaxd softi«iely time t6 pUnislvth<; murder* 
«eiB of Iheiate inoimnch) -wlien he was alarmed 
J^^a.fresb. irraptian- of the r^rmatians, ovei^ 
-vbiimiie gained a signal Victory. The Persiaii 
moiiaEcb'id^ ^iiKade «ome atteinf>ts upon the em^ 
pire ; but Cams assured his ambassadors, that if 
their xnasttET 'persisted in his obstinacf, all his 
fields shoald soon be as bare as his own bald 
hpad ; wtiich ht: showed them. 4b eonsequenc^ 
ioFilhi9^»eat^ he marehed to the walls of CtesU 
phoni;i «md « dreadfbf battle ertsufng, ht oncci 
mbrb' gainad i a ^ cotnptete 'Victory** "VV hat the re* 
sldt^of this'^>su<£cesS might have been, is nof 
knowii^ fori be ^^^s ^lortiy after stfttck de^ by 
^htBOl^ in his tent, with many of his^ attend* 
ontsr- 

Kumetian) the youngest > son ^ho accotn^ 
panUd hia fether tfl 4his expedition, was incon^ 
tfCdaUe fd^ his death) and bronght sabh a disorder 
upon hia'«ye!s with weeping, that he was obliged 
to be earned aloh^ with the array, shut up in a 
dese litter.- The pefculiarity of his situationi 
e^r som6 tiirie, (ftxcited the ambition of A per. 
Ins lfither*iH-laW, who supposed that he could 
now,' without any great danger, aini at the em- 
pire biniself.1. He therefore hired a mercenary 
v^kin to ttturder the- emperor in his litter; and 
the better to- conceal' the fact, reported that he 
was still a^^, but unable to endure the Ijght; 
In this manner wto' the 'dead body carried about 
fbr sokHedays, Aper continuing to attend it with 
the utmost appearance of respect,- and seeming 
tp'tak/g ofdfcfs-as-tisiti^ . The-dfTensiTeness, how- 
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em, of itt tmeUy at leajgth^d i a wwc i ft d^the trov^ 
cberyy and exck«d Vi umvensBl ii{>roar through* 
out the fuiny« In the miont. of this tomuk^ 
Diockdaot one of the most noted coimnanderB 
of his timcy was chosen etnperort: and vLth hia 
own hand slew Aper ; having thus, as it is sakU 
fulfilled a prophecy which declaned, that Dio^ 
desian should be emperor a£cer he, had ahdn & 
boar. 

Carinusy the remaining son, did not Jong suri- 
▼ive his father and brother ; for giving himaelf 
up to his vices, and yet, at the aame itime» op;* 
posing the new-made emperor^ the competitors led 
their forces into McB»a, where Dioclesian^being 
victorious, Carifms wassl^in by a tAbuhe of his 
own army, whose wife he had fomwriy violated* 

Th^ pareniiftge of Diocksiamwas^meaft^ 
^^' being su^osed, accorcMi^ to 8ome» the 
' son of a scrivener ; and of a slave,^ ao» 
cording to others; • and was bom- «»; Dioclmi., 
whence he received his name* He was about 
forty years old when he was elected to the em» 
pirCf and owed his exaltation entirely to his 
merit ; having passed through all the gradations 
of office, with sagacity, courage, and snceessi 
Nor did the beginning of his reign, in the least, 
deceive the espect$itions his subjects had formed 
in his &vour. He pardoned all his enemies who 
had joined with Carinus, without injuring either 
their fortunes or honours. Coimcipus also that 
the weight of the empire was too lieavy for one 
alone to sustain, he admitted Maximiani his ge^ 
neral, as a partner in the govemnaeat* Thus 
mutually assisting each other, they continued to 
live in strict friendship ; and, though somewhat diA 
foring in temper, yetthey ooBCWred in profiting 
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^hff 1^1^ thia period were verjr nomeipi^ ^4 ^r 
WW*!***' • 

The peaamo^ ?9d labourers in Cful exdtfd f 

^hmkwim «)4 Helianu%. h|tf. we^ inbdi^d ij 
UfanJgiwg). Acl|iUeM% w^ .cp^pajnuied ii| 
Kgfpt, proclaimed him^lf emperor.; afpid. 4|t 
VtS'&Gt vitbQ^t many bloody epgajg^ments; thaJt 
il» 1P9I9 oYin^niei 9nd condemned l^ Piocle^^ 
;9biA>tQ If) de^ovjr^d by iioiuu In Africa^ the 
KoQfiaA legioo% in Uke manner, siip{x>rt|ed by 
I)al9 99li7e% 4i^ced upon the public^ revenue^ 
md .plundemi tbfi teyi^I* Tti^e ¥were afso sub* 
^]Misd by Mu#Mf# l «i^ «^^ a long, diibiouf 
i*i»V iw«iw»i#trakie4 &^: Mie fer fifsace. About 
ibif! Mm tiflac)' €ayaug»ui, a ^incipa^ commanr 
dcst 10 Brkain, projclaino^ hi^ij#e)f eai{^f»pr, ^ 
pii»K8sedhiin»elfipltb«(y^f To opjpose^^p 
^QBevfilB daMBBf IVf«xi9iian mai^ choice of Ccm* 
^mtitiiis CbliHW*) wbQin he created Cssar> aAd 
aianacd m Tbf^^Aw, hh daughter^in-biWf He^ 
upM. fab «m]^ in> Britain) finding Carausiuf 
extremely ' politick, and continua^y- ^inforcej^ 
Sm»i lQ^m(iany>:ih9cigbt prop^ P^ come to ^ui 
fM)9QpiinQdadon;r so tlu^ thia usurper coijiljnue^ 
|bir fm^n years in. (|aiet possesion of the w^ole 
iOmii tilljie was abd9 by Alec^us, his fiieod 
md JntiwHe. About this tinpe^ also, Narsiu^ 
kiig^ of Pewia and P«ftiii% bega^. ^4ffigepot^ 
jtw iiqion <tbe jempire, and invaded ^^a^pots^ 
ioia« > To fHiop the progness i^the epiemy up^ 
4his quiarteiv Dioclesi/in maxkicbojice of Cj^^e^ 
jgm^ wrnai^^ed Ai^entarins» fit»m tl^ 
hi» ymng the 0991 of ;| ooi^r-herd, iif Jy^fUfi ; an^ 
Jie lilieWiBe,w|#oi«;MG4 CsRSiurw I^Srfs^ss to^ 
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cbrtiesixmaea*r8Kthatof the rest. TdtfefUkm^ 
Mrere ofverfcomfc in a deciaite enga^jement, tf^ff 
camp plundered and taken, and the king% wltei 
and childreh minie prisoners offran Of'aH^the 
etieinies of tilte Roman empire, the-not^ieni iia* 
lions at thftf tihie alon^ remained un9(ib4tt^^ tldA 
the* were ntteifjr unconquerable. CooBtHhtfy 
at war witti the Romans, they issn*d- fysih 
when the armies, that Were to tepi^ss tiien* iif^ 
vasions, Were called dwaj ? and upon' thN^f fl5« 
tum> tbejr as suddenly withdrew into 4ieir^'<$ell^ 
barren, and inaccessible retreats; which^ oi^ 
themselves could endure. In this mai^Bei^ the 
Scythians, G^ths, Sarhutda»», iAIttii, CaiM^ 
and Qtiadi, poiii^ d6wn ill %ic9f«bMle lAimhatt; 
wMle every defeat seemed but to ^tStPesae t^Mt 
fstrengtti and pei^vei-ance^ - Of these, m«ii»liaiM 
were taken prisoners, and sent to pe^>le tlie 
more sototh^m parts ca die empire; still greMter 
numbers Were destroyed; and though the vent 
were driven feack to their niiiiive forests, yet they 
continued -^ver min^ul'of their invetemteen* 
thity, and eiAbraeed evety opportunity of retie4rs> 
tng hostilities'. '^ - ■ ! 

•During this ititerval, 'a§ if th^ extmial if^tfe* 
ties of the empire were not Sufficient, Ui^ WtOh 
and last grestt persecution coifitnenced against 
the Christians^ 'this is said to have exeetHled 
m the former i^ severity ; and such was the seal 
with wftiich it was pursioed^ thkt in an and^i 
Inscription we are ihlbrm6c^ « th^ gtfireMmesit 
had effaced; the i^ashe and %uperS4lti#ii of the 
Christians, and 'l»Mi restored' and pr6pAgated<th^ 
Worship of the godS.^' Their attempts,' taiww 
ever, Were but thfe -mtOicioiis efforts of all' ex- 
piring pntyiLibp-'Christiaiiitysiooh after 
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4aM6altieA by iaW) and trmmphcd oycar.tbe ma* 
lice of all its enemies* la the midst of thfi trou- 
bles raised by this persecution) and of the con« 
tests that struck at the frontiers of the statet 
Diocleaia& and.Maximian surprised the world by 
veaigniag their dig;mties on the same day, and 
both retiring into private stations. Historians 
are much j^vided concerning the motives that 
thus mduced them to give up those honours 
which they had purchased with so muph danger* 
However, jof this we are well assured, that one 
^ thc^m^ Dioclesian, still pi^served a dignity of 
amitunent in his retiperoentf which might induce 
V8 to believe he had no other motive but virtue 
.fi»r his ies%natk>n« Having retired to bis birth- 
place* he spent his time in cultivating his gar- 
Am, iSMBUcing his visitors that then only be began 
io enjoy the world, when he was thought by the 
vest of mankind to have forsaken It. Som.e qC 
Ihs friends attempting to persuade him to ^sume 
tte cmpise, he replied, "' that if they knew his 
inssent happiness, they would rather endeayour 
i^ imitate than disturb it/! . In this contented 
manner he lived some time, and at la3t died 
ckher by. poulon or madness ; but which is un* 
certain* His reign, which continued twenty 
years, was active and useful ; and his authority, 
iwhich was tinctur^ with severity, was well 
adapted to the d^raved state of morals at that 
time* 

Maximian, hjs partner in the em^*e, and in 
r Bsi^ ; n a ti op, was by no means so well contented 
mhJi bis situation* He longed once more . fpr 
^wer,.aiid disUirbed the two succeeding reigns 
with vain efforts to resume it ; attempting to en* 
4gage Dioc]e$iaa in the iwme design* Being 
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obl^geil to. leave Benie^ wfacre lie Mad .eiedtel 
Bianf tumults, he went over into Gaul, aadwas 
kindly received by Comtuitine, then acknowledge 
cd emperor of the West* But QQntinuing his ii»« 
trigues even there, ttod eiide»rountig tA^Mce hU 
own daughter to destroy her fauslwiid, he wjm 
detected, and ccnideniiied. to die by whatever 
death he should think proper ; .LActantiua taeUsos 
that he preferred hangmg* .. \ . . 

A. D. ^^ ^ resume thethnekd.of.oiur his* 
305,' tory« On the lesig^tioti of the. turn 
emperors, the Ciesait.whom ttmjhM 
Jbrmerly chosen, were uhivetsdlly ackaoBW^ 
ledged as their successors^ Codstahtius Chlcmis^ 
who was so called fmni the paleaiess of inaioyiii^ 
plesuon, was virtoDus, vaHam, and.merci&I; 
GaleriuB, pn the other hand, was biave, JnH 
brutal^ incontinent, and crueL As there, was 
such a dispmty in ttieir tem^is^ theyi eeaifi^ 
a^rreed, upon coimng ifiCo fab.pmNar^ to divi& 
^ empire ; Coristantiui b^og appointed rM 
l^vem the weitem pftrt$j bais^y italyj Sidi)r 
the greatest pin of Africa, together^ with %aio» 
Gaul, Bntaki, and G<ermattyi while. Gaterin 
had the eastern^ patts aUbtted to hi^ sfaabtt^ 
Jiamely, Illyricum, Pannottia, Tbrnce, • Macc»- 
donla, all the pnlvincai' of Greece and the 
Lesser Asia, together with Egypt, Syria, Jud^i 
tod all other oriental ^ountriM^ * The^gnnti^eas 
of the task^howeyer, soon induced the emperors 
to take in two partners sciore, -Severaa and 
Maximin, who were cnsated Qissars, and sMslod 
in conducting alfair* 9 9o 4haA: the emfdiie waa 
tioW under the ^idan^e of -four persioM, all ia^ 
rested idthsupreme auHiority* . ' . . 

^ We are Informed of but- fiswpaiticalaivof . tl^ 
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i>eiign of Consmntins, except a detail df his bha- 
TBcter, wbfeh afipeard, in every light, moit 
imtable. Being one day leptoached bf Dio^ 
clestan's amhassadora for bis poTerty, he only 
imiioscted hia wants to the people, aiid in a few 
hcfark the aunls presented him anfazed the ho^ 
JheMers^ aiAd rcceeded thetr highest expectations. 
^ Learn frdtn hence^" skid he then to the am« 
bassadors, ^ that the loTe of the people is the 
^ fichest treasure ; itnd thai a prince's wealth is 
^ neter so safe as whei^ his people are the 
<* guardians of his etchequer." His mercy and 
^tice were Equally cqnspieoous in his tceatrbent 
ti the Christians, whom, he would not suffer (6 
i« injured ; and whan, «et lengthy he Iraa per^ 
suaded to displace all the chrisdan officeta of 
Ilia hoosefa'dld, who woiifd -not i^aitge their re- 
ligion^ he sc<it the fbw ihat c6m|^ed.away in 
eisgracc} tlleging, "that those who wfete not 
N^ true u> their Oodj would never be Ikitliful to 
7«lhfeirprihefe.'* 

In the second year of his reign, be passed 
•^inn* into Britain ^ and leiavitig his. son Coiisfon- 
tlite as a hbStage in the court df his partnef 'A 
€fsti «nii»ire, he took up*tns residenee at Yorki 
Thef^ he eon&nued' In thh ^(wtict of Juii usual 
^Irtuea^ tiilfatling sick, ht began to think of mp^ 
^iMing his. soA for his buGCessdn He accord* 
ibgty sent Ibr hiiit with all speed; md though 
past n^covery before his arrival, received hirti 
«Hlh marks of the Utmost affection ; and, raisitig 
liitnMif in hi^ bed, gave him several Usbful lit: 
acructlone, particularly recofnmetiding the' Christ 
Itois «D his proteotion. He then bequeWhfcd th^ 
empine to his eatti ajid «pyinig^ out, « that none 
^' but the ]^ou#ConMan(&ie should suftceSd him,^ 
he expired in his arms. * . «• • 
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' Mean\^hi]e9 GaJJeHus, his partner In the«m« 
fiTCy being infermed of Constaatioe's advance- 
ment, testified the most ungoveraabte rage, and 
was even gomg to condemn the messenger who 
brought him the account; bat being diamadtid^ 
he seemed to acquiesce in what he could noD^ 
fMevent, and sent him the marks of royalty; 
but, at the same time, declared Sevenis einfieiior 
in opposition to his interests* 

Just about this time another pretends to the 
empire started up. This was ^ilxentiusv a per-^ 
ton of mean extraction, but very much favoured 
by the sddiers, whom he permitted to pillage al 
discretion. Thus there were several opposite vx4 
teresta at the same time, and all con^ming ea^ 
other^s down&l. 

' In order to oppose MaxentiUs, .Sevenis ted a 
numerous army towards the gates of Rome ; but 
his soldiers considering ag^nst whona t^y were 
to fight, immedifttdly idsandoned him:; 'and shorts 
ly after he put an end to his own Hfe> by op^sing 
his veins*' 

- To revenge his death, Galeriuis marched into 
Italy, resoling to ruin the inhabitants, and tod^t 
itroy the whole aenate. His soldiers, however^ 
l^n their appraaeh to the capitals began (o wa^ 
ver in .their resohitaons ; .and he was obliged to 
have recourse t6 entreaties not to abandon him* 
Retiring by the same route by vrlmh he. had ad- 
iranced, he made Licinius, tte son of a poor la- 
bourer in I)£^:ia, Oesar/in the room of Severua 
who was slam. This seemed, to be the last act 
of his power, for shortly af^r he wait seized with 
a very extraordin^try ^nd cruel disorder,. which, 
baffling all the skill of his phyaicians, carried him 
off, after he had languisjbed in tcMioent for neaHy 
the space of a yeai*. . . 
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His craelty to the Christians was one of the 
many crimes alleged against him; and their 
historians have not ^led to aggravate the cir* 
cumstances of his death as a judgment from 
Heaven for his former impiety. However, he 
fieems to have repented of his severities against 
them <m his death-bed, by revoking those edicts 
which he had formerly publish^, tending to 
their persecution* 
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